1 


- yd » "pt z Wo", Peep Y 
TAL of api RP | "1h .d2K. 


- 


ENJOY 


AND MAKING he u 
AND SPEEDIE USE, 


Fik'sT, 
'T E'FULNESSE: OF cunrer.” 


SACondir. 


| IAitzxandia Graoss x BD. 


OF Cux1sr7. LID "Y 
SET.TING FORTH, © 7 


{Ti danger of negleſing Chriſt, and the oppor- 
1 Ty ag DL Y,. es. Br 
| | The Loxv J» xus theſoules lege 0 
| Whereants is added, ©  - 2 --: - 
"St. PauLSs LEGACIE, or BAREWELL) 
rothe menof Corinch, 


| __ the Goſpel,anil Paſteur of Bdidferd. 


their bears maſbe comforted, being knit t ether” 
o all riches of the full aſiranceof wnderanding, to 
ment of the myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of Ch 
TEry bid alt the treaſures NET / 


TO: 5; 
IMY MOST DEARELY| 
Beloved, and much honoured | 


friends (howſoever dignified or di- 
ſtingniſhed)the Inhabicancs of P /yme- 
pton St. Mary,the increaſe of all | 
faving grace, and ever- _ 
laſting blifſe; 


51 Ove among the Ancients 
25 | was pourtrayed and ſha- 
eS9f | dowed our by, and under 
> V} the image of -a woman 
cloathed ina greene gar- 
| ul 25 ment, having written'in 
WE ——_——E her forehead, Procul & 
Propeafarre oft,and neere at hand; jn her breaſt; 
Aors & vita, lite anddearh; inthe hemmeof 
her garment, Hyems & eſt as winter and ſummer; | 
inherſide, YVulnm apertum ; atiopen : fon, 


(f . 


1 


thorough which her heart wichin might be ſeen. 
My love to you (farre from me be all baſe flatce- 
ry and felfe-commendarion) hath beene yery | 
fervent, like the love of women ; greene, and ne- 
ver withering ,alwayes treſh and fleuriſhing;; 
|tior only while 1 was preſent with you, buc fince 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


I have been abſent from you , the ſenſe ar leaſt 
of my love hath beene more abundant cowards | 
you :ſuch hath been my love to you , that you 
were in my heart to live and to dye with you: 1 
could willingly in winter and in ſummer, in all 
changes, have continued your ſervant , & Jacob 
ſerved Labans flock inthe heat and inthe cold | 
My beart is open to you, as a Bridegroomes 
heart and houſe is open to receive the Bride ; 
and had your former beene likerhe laſt manife- 
ſtations of your love towards me,lam affured all 
che proffers andperſwaſions of the world,ſhould 
neyer have drawne me from yon, Greart is the 
power and firength of affe&ion , with which 
faicbfull Miniſters love rhe Lords people : as 
gens is more powerfull then nature, fo 15 their 
ove tr chen the love of natnre : Non avi- 
us vos diligo (ith Ambroſe ) quosr genni ex 
Evangelio, quam ſi ſnſcepiſſews conjugio ; gr atia 
quippe vehementior eff ad diligendum quam na- 
'##r4. I love you no lefle whom 1 have en 
by the Goſpel,thenif Thad ten you 10 ma- 
trimoniall conjunction; becauſe grace hath more 
energy and vehemeney in the way and worke of 
love Ln nature. And in. my unfained love,and 
2s 2 pledge and teſtimony of my —_——— | 
love, I have ſent you theſe papers, part of whic 
is the laſt Legacy I had to beſtow upon you at 
the timeof my departure from you : Iris very 
| uſefull for all hriiens to renew the memory of 
| the paſt labours of Gods meſſengers. 
Every good child deſires a copy of _ | 
Wl N : 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ry will,co ſee his Fathers love, to know bis Fachers 
ds | | gifr,coremember and obſervehis Farhers charge 
as and counſell: Children within ſome few dayes 
{ after cheir Farhers delth expe& the receipt of 
ill their parents Legacie and bequeath ; and loving 
þ children are ever very glad to accept , and very 
P carefullro keep their parents laſt gifr, though of 
os; ſlender worth: the laſt words of Gods Miniſters, 
_ our ſpirituall paxents , doe commonly (like the 
an words of dying men) rake the deepeſt imprefli- 
11 on in their hearers.True Chriſtianshinke ofcen, 
d and pe grear pricenponthe laſt labours of Gods 
bu Minifters: I cherefore here preſenc unto you 
Ni that which I publiſhed as my laſt miniſfteriall 
s Willand Teſtamenc you, with ſome part 
E of my poorelabours ſince beftowed on others, 
. deſiring you.like os children, te.accept it ; 
v like provident and carefull children,co makethe 
x hamble,crne,and beſt uſe of it: A ſmallgift well 
= uſed, proves many times an inſtrument of great 
2 inrichment, | 
A Thongh I ceaſe to be your Miniſter , and am - 
. now no more'your InftruRter , yet Icannor ceaſe 
f co bee yourtrue, t weakeand unworthy, 
] perhaps deſpiſed, friend : and 4s ointment and 
$3: me (according to Solomon) rejoice the - 
| | | heart fowonldigladly by bearty connſell,diftill 
on yonthe of ſome friendly, ſome Chriſti- 
an and ſpiricuall fyeernefle, to the rejoicing at 
f revivement of your ſoules; and as irov 

row, foam Twilling by ſome words:of a 
nition, exhorration , and excitationz: 10 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. by; | 


pen and quicken your aftections. 

Let me therefore as a conſtant lover of your 
ſoules, and a carefullremembrancer of your wel- 
fare, intreat and perſwade yonall, x. To 
in the fighr and fenſe of your fine : Beware of 
hardneſfle, keepe. your hearts:ſofr and contrite, 
nouriſh and maintaine all rendernefle in your | 


 conſciences: lenſe of miſery (weetens mercy; rhe 


feeling of fin breeds both the loathing and lea- 
ving ot finne ; mans ſight of his owne vileneſle, 
makes Chriſt very precious, andbreeds a low o- 
pinion of all worldly,excellencies. The Hart fee- 
ling within him the operation of the ſerpents 
poyſon, goes from the chornes and thickers,and 
paſſeth overrhe greene and. pleaſant! paſintes/ 
defires nothing bor the 'fonntaine.3- ſenſe of 


| the venggae of Enne and uncleannefle, makes 


man gofrom rhe thornes and thickets of workd- 
ly cares andriches, and paſſe from:he greene 
medowes of carnall pleaſores, the ſoule being 
reſtlefſe untill ir comes ro Chriſt Jeſus the foun» 
tain ofallſpiricnaſ! refreſhments. | + 

' Secondly ,'rake heed, deceive not your ſelves | 
with ſhewes and ſhadowes inſtead of ſubRance;s 
with a formeinfiead of the power of godlinefle: | 


ſ=«.as ſomerimes Mary ans 
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ef 
AsthePoersfableitof Ixiozimbracing-a clond. | 
in tead of Fung;oras mothers in battefomrimes. | 
catch attheſwadlingclothes,and leaverchechild | 
behind them; 1c is very..dangetous: to ſtiy and | 
2ppland our ſelves in the ceremanyof Religion. || 
and godlineſs ,not raking with usehe: Loy | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ſe 


the multitude for company , and left Chriſt be- 
hind them:all religions obſervations prove com- 
plementall, frivolons and fruicleſſe,ifin them we 
ſeenot, taſte nor, recetye not, enjoy not Chriſt : | 
religions exerciſes are loſt labours tothe fonle 
that gaines nor the Lord Jeſus. 

Thirdly , Betruely mecke and humble, bee 
emptied of all opinion of your owne worth and 
wiſedome ; this will make you wiſe unto falvari- | 
on : He that is inthe low pits and caves of the 
earth fees the Rarres in the firmament , when 
they whoare on the tops of the mountaines dif- 
cernethem nor. Hee that is mott hamble ſees 
moſt of heaven : Boxa eft via humilitatis (faith 
Bernard) qua veritas inquiritur, charit as ac- 
quiritur,& generationes ſapientie percipinntur, 
Good (faith be) is the way of hamilicy, where- 
by trurh is ſearched our, charity is obrained, and 
the generations of wiſdome are perceived. Hu- 
mility exalrerh; hethar is moſt humble, is, and 
ſhalbe moſt hononrable, Aoſes was the meck- 
eft manon earth , and God made him:rthe moſt 
honourable, calling him np unto- himſelfe in the 
mount. and making him the Leader of his peo- 


leaſt of his fathers houſe inhis-owne apprehen» 


king him the deliverer of Iſrael. As manspride 
is attended with infamy., ſo is mans meekneſſe 
waited on with glory. Yi magnum eſſe? incipe' 


ple. Gedeon was very little in his own eyes, the | 


fion , and God marvellonſly exaltedhim, ma- |' 


—_— — — 


4b imo Wilt thoube great? begin from below 
ſaich che Father-Asthe roors ofthe-tgee deſcends) 
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The Epiſtle Dedic atory. \ 
"i rhebranches aſcend : this makes che ſoule ca- | 
pableof grace , as the low grounds of water, and 
the broken earch of ſeed, God gives graceto 
the humble, as men poure liquor into an empty 
veſſell. The Altar nnder the Law was hollow,to' 
receive the fire, the wood, and the facrifice : the 
heartofmanunder the Goſpel mnſt be hamble, 
empty of all ſpiricnall pride and ſelfe-conceir, to 
receive the fire of rhe ſpirit , and Jeſus Chriſt, 
who offered himſelfe a ſacrifice for our finnes ; 
this keeps the ſoule free from many darts of Sa-- 
rans caſtiog, and ſnares of his ſpreading , as the 
low ſhrubs are free from many violent guſts and 
blaſts of wind, which ſhake andrenr rhe raller- 
trees, Ihavereadofone, thar ſeeing in a viſion | 
many ſnares of thedevill ſpread uponearth , he 
face downe and monrned ,and faid within him- 
(elfe , Qnis pertraufict iſta ? Who ſhall paſſe 
tbrough theſe? wherennto he heard a voice an- 
(wering, Hamilitas pertranſet, Humility ſhall |. 
paſſe chroygh chem. TheDivell hath leaſt power 
to faſtenatemptationon himthar is moſt ham- 
ble : hee that hath agracious meaſure of meck- 
neſle is neither affefed with Sarans proffers, 
nor terrified with his rhreatniogs : This makes 
man peaceable in converſing with his brerhren, 
| fruicfyll in well:doing , cheerfull in ſuffering, 
comfortable in every condition, conſtant in holy 
_ ;this makes a man precious in theeyes 
of God, 8s abymble ſeryanc in the eyes'of his 
Maſter, Oi parvnur eft in reputatione proprit, 
| wWagn oft inreputatione diums,ith Grego 


— 


o 
4 


” 
4A 

od TT UTT nm o——_— PIY n>; 
+ Y 5 


&& * 
> 
” a Vos 


rye 
& 3 He | 


—— 


——_—___@_@_— 
—_ 


— 


Gy 


we 


a — ww Wn. VV ww 


The Epiſtle Dedicarary. 


Hethart is little in his owne account , 1s great in | 
Gods efteeme. This makesthe way and worke 
of man acc le unto God ,andalf fweerens | 
and encreaſerh mans communion with God. If 
ever therefore you entend to enjoy Godsglori- 
ous and bleſſed preſence, labour for this humili- | 
ty and meeknefſe, 
Fourthly , Bee fervent and unfained in yonr 
— wrarh,and his children : this will 
our language v acious, eAmantium 
"os þ, (ich Chorſoſtoms ) ut amorem ſunm ſie 
lentiotegere nequenng : Lovers know nor how 
to keepe ſilence; lovers of God are very full of 


| gracions expreſſions : rhis will make you liberal, |. 


you ſhall give your ſelvesto God and the ſervice 
of his Saincs, as the men of Macedonia'did: this 
will make =u patient in ſaffering , as Jacob in 
his ſervicefor Rachel : rhig will: make youfre- 
quent the houſe of God with all alacrity,, fre- 
quency, and diligence, as children rheir fathers 
houſe and rable : chis will: make you joyfull in 
hearing rhe word of God.as the Bride in hearing 
the voice of the Brid : this will make 


Gods ſtatues , as loving children in the obſer- 
vation of their fathers precepts: this will make 


| | you diligent and rich inall good workes ; the | ' 


more man loyes God , the more he ſirivesinall 
well-doing to glorifie God. Love, like" fire, is 
nor idle, bur operative : eAmor Des (faith Gre- 
gory ) runguam Nioſm'eſt ; operatur enim wa- 


| gyna feſt; fi verd operarirenuit, amor ow _ o 
4 


A———— 


you carefiill, free and full in the obſervation of | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | Ws 


The love of God (fairh he) is never idle ; for'if 
it is, icworkerh great things; bur if jr refuſe ro 
work,it 1s nor love, Love makes che yoke of God 
ealic, and his worke delighcfull ; ic1s only want 
| of love that makes the commandement a bur- 
den : Tanto mags deleflat opms bonnm, quants 
mags diligitur Deus ſummum & incommutabi- 
le borumyaith Auguffine : A good work fo much 
the more delighteth , by how. much: the more 


{ bled ro,and repreſented by rhe Sun: the Sunne 
 Intightens-che world; the more love the more 
| lighe: Knowledge and love, like the water and 
| theice , beger each! ocher; man loves Gad by 


in love » and where God-ischere1s light : char 
mans light 18 darknefſe which is not attended 


Sunne makes rhe earth fertile; he that loves God 
eannot be barren, his love: makes him fruirfnll in 
all well-doing: the Sohne 1s fivift and conſtant 
1his motion ; love makes man cheerfull , ſpee- 
dy , and utwearied in running the tace which 


ble, loveis patient and invincible, it endurerh 
all things ; no floods can drown it, no waters can 
quench it, Want of love and' affetion: isthe 
| maine cauſe of mans apoſtacy and back-{liding - 
the Sunne caſterh;; his beames npward and 
downward-,. to the Eaſt and to the Weſt, 


| 


I» 


God the chigfe(ftand unchangable good is loved. | . 
: Love among ſome of the Ancients was reſem- | 


knowing, and knows God by ioving, God dels: 


with the love of God and his reftimomies 2 the | 


| God hath ſer before him : the Sunne 1s impaſſi- |. 


7 A 


to the North,and-to the Sonth, 3 Chriſtian| 
| 2 love| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
af loveſemſerh irs beames to aſcend ro God above, | 
and codeſcend to manbeneark;roour friendson 
the right hand, to our enemies on the lefr hand; | 
rothem that are in the ſtareot grace before us, 
: tcothemeh: tare inthe Rate of corruſſtion behind | 
us: loye which 1s nor in this ſenſe umverſall, is | 
corrupt andcarnall.The Sun beginning to alcend 
inhis circle, never goes back u:it1ll be comes to | 
thehigheſt degree thereof : crue love abhorres 
apoſtacy;aſcends to more perfection,and ceaſeth 
not untill, like Eliahs fiery chariot, it bath car- 
ried the ſoule to heaven : If ever yon-meane to 
on and. enjoy the G6d of love, labour for this 
1OVEC., 3% KEDY 4\: | 
. Fiftly, Be very ſerions, ſtudious, circumſpeR, 
and. catefull in all your' walkings ;/ponder the 
path of your feer, like carefull travellers; conſi- 
dexandweigh all your doings,ler all your:waies | 
of: the heartwithin; and worke withour, be or- | 
dered aright, according the rule of Gods word ; 
every mdtion of the foule is a ep to. life or 
a ſtepxodeath ; aſteprowards heayen.or toward 
bells Mans labour and ſervice is temporal, his 
wages and recompence eternall;therfore asZeu- 
wxesthat famous Lymner, being demanded why 
he was ſo exaQtand ſerious,ſo-long,fo careful and 
curious in his workmanſhip, anſwered, Dis pix- 
0; gnid-aternitatipinge; Tam long in painting; 
cauſe Ipaint unto eternicy..We'all paint un- 
coiererniy ;every.one of onraftionstends to an | 
| | etcrnityof joyes.o farrowes;-Alloureemporall 
atjons are as ſeeds of eternity ſorpne by us 52 
i& comp”! 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


remporall ſeed an erernall harveſt: we ſpeakywe 
heare, we write, we read , we pray, we fing, we 
conferre , weworke , we thinke unto eternity : 


—_——— 


| how exact and{erions ſhonld we be in our ſhore 


walking, the end whereof is erernall Vigilants 
 e#74 (fairh Gregory ) per enntta opera infentio 
| nobis penſanda eſt, ut nihil temporale in his que 

apit appetat, ſed rotam ſe in ſoliditate aternita- 
| £zs figatzThe incentionis thorongh allonr works 
to bee weighed with vigilane care, that inthe 
| things which ic dorh,it may defire nothing tem- 

 porall, but wholly faſten it ſelfe on that which is 


| erernall: hee that walkes not circumſpeRly des 


 prives himſelfe of an erernity of felicity , and 
caſts himlelfe into an eternity of miſery': berter 
live ftrictly for a time, then live mi y for e- 


yer ; nay , bee aſſured thar even for the preſent, 
there Forecomfor itt one ria ry rv 


| ing with God, then ina chonſand'dayes looſe 


convetfingwith men. Did menknow the peace, 
Jy- ſweetneſſe ,boldnefſe , honour and ermmmph 
of holy _— they would inſtancly and'for e- 
ver abandon all diffolnte living: heaven is the 
p*radice of all joyes; herhat in his holy wa 

commeth neareſt nnto heaven , is donbtleſfit of 
allmen the moſt joyfall. O ſay not then, a8 a 


| man of nobleblood and gente wir , but profanie 
| life, ſomerime did , when being demandedwhit 
| he thonghtofrhe auſtere lifeof the godly,and li- 


 centions'life of the wicked, anfivered, {nm ii | 
wmalemuivert, cum iflic weyiwallew; 1had ra- 
ther live withthe later, I had rather d om 
| | .the 


— 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. <4 


[the former. But as rTou defire to dye the | 
death of the righteous , ſo bee very folici- 
cons and ſtudious , very vigilant and indu- 
frious to live the life of che righteons :Nevyer | | 
9g your ſelves ableſſed death wichour a ho- 
lite. ; | 
"Laſtly, Beſtedfaſt in adhering tothe trach : ; 
be nor like children carried coand fro with eve-/ 
—_ perſwaſion ; nor like (hips withour an- 

| [chor,, tofſed up and downe wich the winde of 
every empty dorine: Bur be conſtant in follow- 
ing the trath,as the Wiſemen did the ſtarre, uns! 
till yon come home to Chriſt ; and asthe lirac-; 
litesdid the fiery pillar, nncill you come to the : 
heavenly Canaan. Buy the rruth((fairh Solomon) 
and ſell it not ; you can never over-buy ic what- 
ſoever you give for it ; you can never ſufficiently 
ſell it, if you haveall che world in exc for 
it. Itisfaidof Ceſar, Major fruit cure { aſars' 
libellorum quam += am He had greater care } 
of his books _— isroyall __ : for ſrvim- | 
through the waters to eſcape his enemics, 
7 his books in his hand above the ws- 
rers, bur loſt his robe. What are Ca/ars bookes 
_ | ro Godsbooke, and his learning to Gods truck, 
more then a glow-worme to the ſunne ? Bee 
you therefore more- carefull of the Goſpel; 


then of any carth! fleflion : h | 
ve driven Jas ho en _— 
and there loſe all worldly fulnefle , yer 

in 


hold faſt the of Chriſt Jeſus : | 
ſhall figde faeety more as 


PE” 
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- Epiſtle Dedicatory. | I | 


inthe Goſpel, then in all the treaſure of the 
world. | | 
| - Ic is teported of eMexarder the Great, 
that hee had alwayes Hemers lliads under 
his pillow , and preferred them above Dar:- 
| his moſt precious and coſtly cheſt 3 what 
are Homers lliads to Chriſts Goſpel ? or Da- 
ris cheſt ro the invalnable rreaſare which is 
in Chit ? Have therefore-the booke of God | 
| ever with you, when you lye downe , when 
| youriſe up , when you walke abroad ; have 
1t in your underſtandings, to know ir ; in your | | 
imaginations , tn thinke and medicate upon | | 


— . -.a a iO 


ir 3 1n your memorles , to remember it ; in 
your hearts, to love it, to rejoiceand delight 
your ſelyes init ; to ſolace , refreſh , and 
comfort your ſonles with it ; in your rongues, 
to ſpeake of ic , to edifie and firengrhen one 
another by ic ; give it. preheminence above 
the chiefcſt wordly ſubſtance. The loſſe of 
all cannot make man miſerable , as long as 
hee ſincerely and fully adheres nnco, and en- 
Joyes the Goſpel. _— 
Make this therefore your conſtant and per- 
peruall lighr, co guide you'; your heavenly 
Manna , to feed you ; your celeſtiall rreafare, | 
co enrich you ; your” ſpiricuall well-fpring, to 
refreſh andfill you ; firme and fare” an- 
chor , to ſaftaine and ſay you ; your holy | 
and gracions Schoole , ro edifie you in the 
knowledge , faith, and love of Chrſt ; ro 
raviſh your foules with che apprehenſion of 
| CurIsTs 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


CuR1sTs beauties , to fill you more and 


| [more with CHRIsTs fulnefle, and prepare 


you a ſweet and entire communion of ever- 
laſting continuance with the Lord JEsus: 


remaineth, 


Moft intirely devoted 


89 your ſpirituall ſervice, 


ALEXANDER GROSSE, 


| 


which hee moft unfainedly defireth, who ever | 


| 


| 
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A TABLE OF THE 
Chicfethings contained inthisTrea. , 


tile on Cor.2.9,19. 
Forinhimdwellerhthe fulneſſe of theGod- 
head bodily,znd ye are complete in himwho is 
headof all principality and power. 


\ 


Cu HAP, I, 

The tranſcendency of Chriſt s fulneſſe above 

all created fulneſſe.. * Fol:i 
CHaP. Il. 


Chriſt fulneſſe a ground of dehortation from 
humane inventions, 3 
DoR.1. Szch z ( briſti fulneſſe that men 
ought not to joyne to him other dofirines and ob- 
| ſervations to further their eternal ER 9 
 Fonre grounds hereof. 
, Cna?e.Tl L 4 | 
The fally of not cleaving tozand quitting and. 
ES ſelves arr ron wo 


to humane inventions. 


Five grounds hereof. 


T hive vanity of bumane doitrines aiſplayedin in 
| 12, particulars. 


25 
An admonition to wait on Chriſt and receive 
all our direftion from him 27 


A Cuayi | 


em 


Trnre TaBLe. 


vo 


— 


— 


CHnaP. ITT. 


2 Some ſeche fulneſſe inthemſelves 50 
Tomorance and wnſenfibleneſſe e of mans want Kt 


| Chrift the ground of this. 


3 Some ſeeke fulneſſe inthe noked aſs of the 


ordinances, wot labouring to ſee, rafte, andre- 


ceive brift i inthe, Ibid, 
. 4 Some ſechs fulneſſe in humans obſervati- 
ons 5 their folly diſcovered... -- 54 
CHap. VI:;: 


The folly of men in ſtanding aloofe off from 
(briſt, and not comming fully home to Chriſt in 
whom 1 all fulueſſe want feltdd | F. : 

Foure graunds beroof. "AT | 


The folly of Wan is. uot comming nto Chritt | 


TO I 68 
| Cuamn VEE: TIED | 
The valuing. aud eftceming of Ebrif above 
all is preſſed. 73 
Chriſt to be valued above all 6. neyes. 5. 
Foxre things in C inde to be highly prized. & 


CHAP.' 


———— 


OT ”— ” _ OE" II” I ne 


— 4 


Yy 


Do@,z. All divine exd beauenly fulneſſe & & 
to be found in Chriſt Jeſw. ' _ 20 
Three grounds hereof. | Fs 34 
. Cnare,V. 
T he folly of negleing Chrift,and ſeeking ut: | 
| neſſe elſewhere 
| Fonre ſechors of falneſſe deceived. g 
1 Some leave Chrift and ſeeks fulneſſe in 
the creature. © ib. 
Mans folly in ſeeking fulneſſe in the creature 
opened tn 6.particulars. 1 46 


True TaBLe. 


Cnar, VIIL I 1 | 


| Perſwaſ onto come to C briſt,and get —_ | 
in Chriit, 

Three things perſwading thereunto - 
Ms manner of comminges C ah laid down, 
+ 98 
Helps ; diſpoſs ng and futing man to come 10 | 
wm z0r | 

\ ' Cady 1% 
| 


| The making uſe of C brift s ravehr. 104 | 


maintain the howy to which ( brift hath exal- 
ted him,with the manner how to doe 5t.12.6,127 


Cray. XII. | 


' Mans choiceſt excellency confiſterh in u- 
a 2 | mien | 


/ C HAP, X. 

Poll and confi acqwieſeence in Chriſt is f 

perſwaded, ' 'T10- 
Conjolations flowing 'from tho fulneſſe of | 
Chrift, 113 | 
: CHaPp. XI. 
 Do@.3," Chriſt 55 ; God aridman in one per- | 
ſon by an inſeparable union. 21G 
© Two grounds hereof, * 119 | 

- Mans bonour ard the gs of mans na- 

inre ti opened. wo T23 


Maris charged not to deboſe himſelfe, but 


WE IT I EDS 


a OC hoe. tt, 
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Tres TABLE. | 


| nionwith God. | 228; 
The benefits thereof... . I31 


Crap. X I I I | 


DoR.4. Chriſts perfeltion aud fulueſſe dath | 
infinitely ſurpaſſe the fulneſſe of all creatures. | 


134 

Three grounds of this. 235 
Snch as are filled with fulneſſe of God , are | 

filled with choiceſt fulneſſe, 139 


Crap, XIIIL 
The ſuperlative excellency of Chriſt above 


all creatares is declared. 142 
Foure excellencies in Chrift , on which men | 

mnſt faſten the eyes of their faith. 148 

CHAP. XV, 

\ | 

The happy and bleſſed condition of them that 
arepartakers of Chriſt ss ſet forth I57|. 

Hlnſirated in 5 .particulars. 160|- | 


.. Do&.5. Chriſt dwelling in our fleſh is true 
God : his names, attributes, and workes prove 
it : meditation whereof tends to admire, em- 
brace, feare,exalt and ſtay on Chrift,, 168 


4 CHAP XVI. 


Do@s. Sach alone as are truely holy and 
| gracious 


. = 
% . R a 


T=n-TanLk. 
128 | Bl eraciouw are complete and perfelt in Chriſt Je- 


I31 ſms, 172 
Profane men ſtrangers toperfelion © ib.. 
Such alone as are graciow partake of Chrifts | 
$ fulneſſe. ”: 18731 
doth | Do@t.7. There isa ſpiritnall and heavenly | 
NTES. | perfeftion and fulntſſe' in Gods faithfull ſer. 
134 RW. +2; 1 174 | 
2 35 | Several! ſorts of fulneſſe. : | _ | 
239] Quan XVIL 7 | 


Fonre ground. of the Saints fulneſſe. 130 ny 
T wo ſorts of men ſtrangers to (hriſt, 185 | 


bove | | 
I42| Cuay. XVII. ---: | | 
men Foxre markes or charalers of ſpiritual and | 
145 heavenly ſulneſſe. At _ | 
| An exhortation to ſpirituall and heavenly) 
| fulneſſe. | | "of 
"I | 1 Fonre meditations inducing thereunto, 195 
at | | 
57 1 TRI OM i IoR CT 
wel | | Thedolefulncſſe and danger of neg- 5 
ove leting Chriſt , and the opportu- | F- 
rm nity of Grace. 1 
[68 
DeR. 1, The ftate of that perſon or peo- 
ple is very dolefnll,which continueth barren un- 
dey the plentifull and powerfull meanes of ſal- 
ud VAO, " ah4ac} 207 
0 | | ; DoR.2, 


Tus TasLe, 


| 


4 
" 


.. Do&.r. The Minifors long and frequrn 
; preathing muſt'\be attended 'w 
on in the people, 4 


| we have now with Chrift hu gr --< and holineſs, 
'| by ſo »ncb the more his ſecond comming is deſ7- 
[red by ms..e | 


7 Chriſt Jeſus, EP 
| gether ix Chriſt Jeſus. 


. DoR.2: it 1s very dangerimns and fearfull for 
any people or perſon to neg left the meanes and 
times of grace which God dath offer them, 242 


\ 


—_— 


8 . The ſouls laſt refuge,a Sermon _ 


' on Revel.22.20. 


Note. By how much the neerer communion 


3 
; . :Note, Ny manrightl defires C br i Fn. 
ming but he that hath aſſurance of the good and 
benefit of his comming. *  * 260 
>... Dot. It is the wnfained: deſire of Gods 
faithfull ſervants to have the full fruition of 


{ = 263 
© © Note. Love and mercy are ſweetly knit 'ta- 


A. 


6b  o82 
| Note. /f Chriſt be not our Lord and Maſter 
fir$t,he will never be our Saviour at laff, ib. 


nd — ——— "0" 2 OO" 


— _—— 


St. Pauls Legacie. A Sermon 


Y 


on 2 Cor.I3.Iq. 


wrch perfebt i» 
IE 3 
DoR.2, 


i 
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wy 


Tmre LT ABLE. \_ 
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 DoR. 2, There is in all Gods faithfull 
Miniſters a very fervent and unfained love to 
their bearers. ' = a 
Note. The labours of Gods choiceſt Mini- 
fters are not everlaiting, but of a ſhort continu- 
ance. —_ 
Do. 3. The full axd thorough 'confor- 
ming of our ſelves tothe doftrine of Gods Meſ- 
ſengers, miniſters great joy and gladneſſethough 
— depart from us. 26 
Do&t.4q. It is the duty, and muſt bee the 
care of Gods children to ſtrive to more ſpirituall 
perfeltion. | 34 
DoR.s. Gods children ought tobe very com- 
fortable , though many changes and af fliti ons 
doe attend then, | 38 
Do&.6, There muſt be unanimity and. con- 
ſent betweene Gods children in matters of do- 
Arine and religion, 41 
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Is 23 


A HEAVENLY 


DISCOURSE 
CHRI STS FULNES: 


TENDING To, 
The making of Chriſt moſt amiable 


and glorious jn the eyes,and moſt joyous 


and pleaſant, ſweer and ſatisfactory , to 
the Sonles of all beleeving 
CHRISTIANS; 


That their hearts may be comforted , being 


knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
aſſurance of underſtanding, to the acknowledg- 
ment of the myſtery of God, and of the Farher, 
and of Chriſt ; in whom are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſedome and 
knowledge,Col.2.2,3, 


And of bis fulneſſe have we all recejved,and grace for grace.Ioh. 1.16. 


Omnia habemus in Chriſto , & omnia nobis Chri. 
ſius. Ambroſ. 
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By A. G. B.D. 
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Cup neere Saint Auſtins gate, 1 640, 


ed. 3 


CARISTS FUL NES | 
TRANSCENDENT. | 


For in him Joolled the Fulneſſe of the 


God-head bodily, and yee are complete 1 m4. 


him who is bead of all privipalicy. ny | 


power. 


—— , >. D— 


Crap, "+ 

Shewing the tranſcendencic. F "huh; "I 

ul 2 above all created fulneſſe, 454 pening. 
Hp Enghata IR | 
3J- F all Eulnefts, Diviee 
& and Heavenlyfulnefſe 
” is the: choycelſt > The! 
13 nearer ;-any!! creature: 


*k" and the more it doth | _ 
Dae?) participate of rhe ;ful- | 
elle of God: the ; the greatcr is th®perfeQion, 


” commeth unto God, | > 


B 2 | the 
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F 


Chriſts falneſſe tranſcendent. | 


| 


a P/a.104. 
| 2.4. 
þ 


| the mere excellent is the fulneſle thereof. | 
| There isa fulneſle oflight inthe Sunne, a 
| fulneſſe of waters inthe ſea, a fulneſſe of 
ſtrength inthe rockes, a fulnefle of riches | 


inthe carth. 2 The earth (ſairhthe Pſalmiſt) 
ts full of thy riches, ſo «the great and wide 


ſea,wherein are things creeping innumerable, 


both ſmall and great beaſts :- Yet of all this 
fulnefle, in compariſon of their fulncſle 


| whoare filled, with-the fulneſſe of Chriſt, 


may wee ſay, as Gideon ſometime ſaid of 


the viotage of ©. bieFer, Þ The gleanings of} 
| Ephraim are better then the vintage of CA-| 
{ 6zcFer;, To the gleaning, the ſmalleſt ga- 

| therings of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, 'are bet- 
{ter, more excellent, more ſatisfactory, | 
! more permanent, then the full and greateſt | 
| vintage of the world : this is a fulnefſe ma- | 
| king Iike God, endearing ro. God, leading 
|to heavenly and ſweet communion with 


God: theleaſt of Chriſt is better then the 


. * {greateſt abundance of the,carth : There is 
| a flneſſe of wiſedome and. puritie, a ful- 
neſſe of ſtretipth and fagacity. in the An- | 
| gels: there is a fulneſſe of holineſſe and 

rizhtcouſneſſe -in the Lords faithfull ſer. | 


vants; yet" is "their fulneſſe in reſpet of 


des. A ha 


| 


Chriſts fulneſſe, asno fulneſſe; as the. ful: | 
( | neſſe 


—_ 


| [nefſe ofthe Starre is as no fulneſs inreſpeRt 


| neſſe ofthe veſlell as no fulneſle in com» 
pariſon of the fulneſle- of the fountaine :| - 


———————. 


| ſelfe: their fulneſſe isin them by meaſu: e, 


| full ; their fulneſſe is not communicable to 


others; bur Chriſt as a head and fountaine, 


Chriſts fulneſſe tranſcendent. 


of the fulneſſe of the Sunne ; and the ful- 


their fulneſle is a derivative, a borrowed 
fulneſſe;it is in them by parricipation,as the 
Moone hath her light from the Sunne, ri- 
vers their waters from. the fountaine, and 
the eye her ſight from the ſoule z butir is 
in Chriſt originally, naturally, and of him- 


according tothe gift of God; in Chriſt it is 
c infinite and above meaſure. The Moone is 
full of light, but the Sunne is more full : the 
Rivers be full of waters,but the Sea is more 


others, they cannot derive their graces to 


imparts his fulneſſe to others; and there. 
fore the Apoſtle ſaith here of him, 1» +4 | 
adwelleth the fulneſſe of the God-head bodily, 
and yee are complete in him who i head of all 


Principality and power. 
The Apoſtle having dehorted and dil-- 


[waded from hearkning to, receiving, and 
embracing the dodrines, traditions, devi- 
ces andinventions of men, as. from emptie 


| Lamps, whercin is no light toXdiſcover fin, 
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the Apo- 
ſtles de- 


hortation 1 
from hu-_ 


#42 
Chriſts 4 
fulneſs rhe 


ground of 
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Abſolute furſſe in Chriſt alme, | 


to reveale God in Chriſt, to make man 
wile unto falvation; as from woodden 
ſwords fairly guilt and flouriſhr over, but 
having noedge, no power to penetrate the 
heart, to hew'downe finne, to caſt dovine 
the holds of ungodlinefle;; as from broken |' 
Ciſternes, wherein is no pure and living 
water to refreſh the foule, to ſatisfie the 
thirſt thereof; as from Chaffe, wherein is 
n0 nouriſhment to ſtrengthen the inward 
| man; and as from falſe Phyficke, wherein 
is no vertue to heale the breaches of rhe 
foule, and to cure the wounds of the Con- 
| ſcience: Having difiwaded from this by 
an argument drawne from the varitie, em- 
ptineſſe, idlenefſe, unproficablenefle, and 
deceitfulneſſe of ſuch doctrines and ob- 
ſervations, hee here perſwades by another 
argument drawne from the perfeQtion and | _ 
fulncſſe of Chriſt : In Chriſt is the height | 
of all perfeion , ſuch perfetion rhat no 
more can' beeadded to him; in him 'meets' 
the fplneſle of all perfeQions, as of beames 
in one Sunne, and lines in one Center, and 
rivers in one'Ocean. Whitſoever fulneſle 
or perfeQion) can bee mentioned, defired, 
imagined, iz i to bee'found in him, "Tris 
abſurd to runhe to a totren Ciſterne for 
= i water, . 


—— — 


C 


Abſolute fubneſſe m Chriſt au 2 


water, having by us a full and living foun- | 
taine ; to goe to'a glow-worme tor light, 
having the 5unne to guide us, It is a great 
folly ro have recourſe to humnanetraditions, 
Philoſophicall doctrines, vaiae and empty 
ceremonies, having Chrift in whom dwel- 
teh the fulneſle of the God-head bodily, 
and in whom we are complete. |, | 

In the words wee havea double pleni. 
tude or fulneſſe 3 The firſt sf Chriſt, verſ. 
9. The ſecond of his members, verſ. 10. 


The firſt js original}, abſolute, indepen 


dent: the ſecond, communicated , der1- 


fountaine , the ſecond the ſtreame: the 
firſt the root, the ſecond the branch: the 
firſt isof the head, the ſecond is of the 
members : the firſt is like the fulneſle of 


| the Starres : the firit like the: falneſle of ia 


the Sunne, the ſeconds like the fulnefle of 


King,the ſecond like the. fulnefle of a Syb: 
jet: the former like the fulneſſe of. the 
Lord and Maſter of the houle, the Iaterike 
the fulneſle of a Servant in the houls :Fe7 
is Chriſt dwelleth all the fulneſſs.of the God: 


| | head bodily, and wee ate: tomp lets: ip! him 
who is head of all principality and porweroroy | | 


vative, and borrowed. The firſt is the | 


| 


C 
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. Abſolute fulneſſe 2 Chriſt done. 


T. 
Ter mins 
Connexio- 
7s. 


2, 
Subjecanm, 


rude and fulnefſe of Chriſt ; For in him 
dwclleth the fulneſſe of the Godhead bodily. 
In the words wee have, Firſt a terme or 
note of coherence, For; whichis a particle 
redditive, rendring the reaſon of the fore. 
going ſentence, Beware leſt any man ſpoyle 


you through Philoſophy and wvaine aeceit. Be 


ota ſcholler in their ſchoole, underſtand 
ot, belceve not, adore not after their do- 
arines,there is no need of having recourſe 
to them : you have all in Chriſt; For 7»: hin 
is the fulneſſe of the God head; all fulnefle 


appertaining tolife and happincſle is to bce | 


found in Chriſt Jeſus. Secondly, here is 
a ſubje&,in him;in Chriſt in bis perſon as 
heis the Sonne of God by cternall genera- 


-| tion,as he is God and Man in one perſon, 


as hee is Mediatour, a middle perſon be- 
tween God and Man by divine ordination, 
by his office of [mediation. In Chriſt is 
ſuch perfeRion that there needs no additi. 
on. Thirdly, here is the aR,awellerh; an 
a@ of duration, Chriſts humane natureang 
his God- head are never ſeparated. Fourth- 
ly, here is the matter which is in Chriſt, 
and that isa fulneſſe,a perfeion,the higheſt 
perfeQon, the greateſt fulneſſe : the ful- 


neſle of any Hingis the excelencie of the 
| 


thing, 


A 


Abſolute fulneſſe in Chriſt alone. 


thing; fulnefle of corne in the eare, fulneſſe 
of branches and fruit on the tree, tulneſſe 
of children inthe houſe, as of arrowesina- 
quiver, fulneſſeof light in the Sunne, ful.- 
nefle of pretious ſubſtance ina pearle is the 
excellencie of the eare, the tree, the houſe, 
the Sunne;the pearle; divine and incom- 
prehenſible fulneſſe is the excellencie of 
Chiiſt Jeſus above others. Such is Chriſts 
fulneſſe,..that in compariſon thereof, the 
fulneſſe of all creatures is but emptineſle. 
5. Here is the. qualitie or condition of 
Chriſts fulneſſe, The fulneſſe of the God.- 
head; a fulneſle communicable ro no crea- 
ture. In Saints and Angels there isa finite 
fulneſs of divine qualities, in Criſt there 
isthe infinite fulneſs of the divine cſsence, 
a fulneſse by which « hee hath obtained a 
more excellent name then the Angels, Hee 
that partakes ' of God above others, -is 


-more exc<llent then others; the Lord Je- | 


ſus is farre exalted above -all creatures. 
Sixtly, here is the manner how this ful- 
neſs dwelleth in Chriſt, Bodily ; not ſee- 


mingly, but really, truly, and in.deed ; not 
;figuratively,and-in ſhadow, as hee dwelt in 
.the Temple, but completely ;. not b 


power and cfficacie, as hee awglleth in all 
.. creatures, 
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Flumane inventions not 


I, 
Tennis 
| CORNEX 10- 
nts, 


creatures, nor by grace as in the Saints, nor 
by glory as in the bleſſed in heaven: bur 
Eſſentially, Subſtantially, the humane na- 
ture being aſlumed.. into union with 
the perſon gt the Word. Greatis thgdiffe. 
rence between the dwelling of the God- 
head in Chriſt, and in his members. 
Such is the preſence of the fulneile of the 
God. head in Chriſt, that hee is abundantly 
ableto fill all that comeunto him. 


— 
Dn  — — 


Cray. II. 
Declaring the -vanity of joyning humane | 
obſervations to Chriſt Jeſus. ; 


| 


| 


Ut firſt ofthe terme of connexion, the 

particle For, rendring the reaſon why 
wee ſhould abſtaine from. all forraigne 
and ſtrange guides to dire us, from all 
the rottenpillars of humane inventions to 
ſupport us, and fromthe broken Ciſterne 
of all the traditions and- obſervations .of 
men to fill us, to perfe& us, to promote 
the welfare of our ſoules; for, or becauſe i 


| oo there all fulneſſe , and therefore«no 


cauſe, no nicel.of ſteppihg out from Chnilt, 


of caſting fr eyes abroad on —_ 


to be joyned to Chriſt. Pt 


' as of joyning other things to Chriſt, of mix- 
v pr, ing and mingling otherthings with Chriſt. | 
wich Whence we learne, that 


Such s Chriſts fulneſſe, that men onght | Do#t. 
not to joyne to him other Doctrines and 0b- 
ſervations to further their eternall happineſſe. 
F the | | Such is the fulneſſe of the light of the 
'Sunne, that the traveller need not joyne 
| a candle of his owne thereunto, to helpe 
| him in his travell. Such was the fulnefle of 


—— | 0] light iſſuing from the fiery Pillar, that rhe 
| Traclites needed not the light of any lamp 
1..,1g| beſides to guide them in their journeyes |. 
|} tothe land of Cana. Such a fiery Pillar, 
ſuch a bright and ſhining Sun is Chriſt, that 
the | || WEE need no other light to guide vs in all 
#1 our doings, in all our progreſle to the hea- | 
_—_ venly Canaan, but onely Chriſt ſhining in dy 


= the ſacred Scriptures, and in the labours of 
| | his Faithfull Miniſters: Therefore wee are 

| | ſent tohim, as to the onely< Maſter, having | < Mar.23: 
of both authoritic and wiſedome to command | 7% . 
| } | andinſtrut us. This was commanded by 


Ore Ih 
EK the voyce from heaven, f Heare him: as if | ; 
Oo the Lord had faid, 1 will not that yee de- | : Men I7. | 

iſ} pend on any other;whether Afoſes or Elias, | ch 


is but on Chrift. Moſes and #25 vaniſhed, 
off: | Chriſt remaincd;. the COT | 
Ce | =. 15 NON 


— 


_ "WT 


Humane inventions not 


Law were aboliſhed, the predictions of th® 
Prophets fulfilled, Chriſt alone remaineth, 
and him wee muſt heare; as a Scholler his 
Teacher,recciving all inſtruction from him: 
asa Servant his Lord,yeelding ful and con- | 
ſtant obedience to him : Him we muſt || 
heare in his Word, as a King in his Pro- 
clamation; in his Miniſters, asa King in his 
Embaſladours, as a Bride-groome in his 
Friends : Him wee muſt heare in his pre- 
cepts obeying him , in his promiſes belee- 
ving him, in his judgements fearing him, 
in his mercies drawing nigh unto him, and 
rejoycing in him, every way quiecting and. 
contenting our ſelves with him : And for 
| this cauſe hee is ſtiled our Prophet, a Pro- 
phet® /ike unto 3foſes, innature and office, 
being a Man and a Mediatour, as Moſes | 
| was, though more excellent, and in a more 
ſingular ſort; Moſes a5 a Servant,Chriſt as 4 
h Sonne and Lord of his Church ;a Prophet 
revealing the counſell of his Father con- | 
cerning our redemption, a Prophet giving 
| powerto his Word to worke for our con- 
verſion. As he called ZaJarws by his voyce, | 
and raiſed him by his power; ſo hee calleth 
us by his Woxd,and converterh &raiſcth us. 
by his graceCAnd as the eyes of Iſracl were 

ofr 


on the fiery Pillar to guidethem, and as | 
that moved they moved: ſo muſt our eyes 


| 


| foord him no ſpeech, wiſh him no ſucceſle, | 


| gell;yet if hepreach another Goſpel, ano- 


to be joyned to C briſt. 


P— ——— 


bee on Chriſt, conforming our motion ac- 
cording to Chriſts preſcription: all other 
dodtines are excluded, wee are denied to 
hearken to them, to embrace or entertaine 
them. i 1fthere come any unto you, and bring 
not thu doctrine, the doftrine of Chriſt, bur 
his owne do@ine, receive him not to houſe, 
have no acquaintance with him, give him 
no audience, ſhew him no countenance,ez- 
ther bid him God ſpeed, ſalute him not, af- 


ſhut your cares at him,withdraw your ſelves | 
from him. Though wee,or an CAnget from 
heaven, ſaith Saint Paul, whoſoever hee 
bee, be he never ſo famous for his learning, 
or renowned for his ſanity zif hee ſpeake 
or live in cxternall appearance as an An- 


ther doctrine k then that which wee have 
preached unto you, let him bee accurſed ;let 
him be vile and execrable in your eye, odi- 


i 2 Epiſf, 


Joh. v. 10; 


k Gal 1.$- 


ous and abominable in your apprehenſion. 
Looke to Chriſt, cleave to Chriſt, turne 
notafide from him, looke for no other In- 
ftructer to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation. 


'Looke ( ſaith Chryſoſtome) for no other 
LIED Maſter 


tt —_ w OC I EI” _— — tn. tit oC Ao; 
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Chriſts perfeftion. 


Nol expe- 

1 Gare alum 
| magiſtrum, 
aemsa tc por 
| teſt ſic do- 

Cere. 

| Chryl- 


| Maſter; thou haſt the words of God, nc 
man can fo teach thee; And, 1 (faith our 
Saviour of himſelte) a: the 1vay, the Truth 
and the Life. CAmbulare vis? (laith An. 
guſtine of Chriſt) ego ſum via. Falli non 
V1s? ego ſum Veritas, Mori nou vis? ego ſum 
| Vita, Wilt thou walke? Iam the Way. 
' Wilt thou not bee deceived? I am the 
| Truth. Wilt thou not dye 2 I amthe lite. 
| Sothat in Chriſt there is ſuch fulneſſe, that 
| wee have no cauſe of going to others, to 
| joyne other doctrines and obſervations to 
| Chriſt Jeſus. 

In regard of the perfeRion of Chriſt : 
It !pleafed God that in him ſhould all ful. 
nefle dwell; fulnefle of wiſedome rodirec, 
fulneſſe of power to defend, fulneſle. of 
| worth to- ſatisfie Gods juſtice, to merit 
mans ſalvation; fulneſſe of righteouſneſle 
| ro juſtifie, fulneile of holineſle to ſanRifie, 
| fulneſſe of mercie ro pardon , fulneſs of 
| ſufficiencieto ſarisfic. Hz is ſtiled a Rocke 
for his ſtrength to ſupport us; a © ouxſellour 
for his wiſedome to guide us; a Fountaine 
opened for his readineſs and preparedneſs: 
to waſh away our unclearineſs; a Tree of 
life bearins twelve ſorts of- fruit every, mb- 
zeth, tor th plenty and perpetuitie of joy 
and! 


— a. —_— i. li. tl. 
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ntaine 
neſs: 
Tee of 
J..mm0- 
f joy! 
_ and | 


| knew, never ſaw, never apprehended 
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=» Humane obſervations Vaine. 


and gladneſs, and other fruits of the Spi- 
rit;, which he miniſters to true beleevers : 
To a river of living water,cleare as Cryſtall, 
tor that incttable- purity, perfeRion, com- 
fort and ſatisfaction which Chriſt mini» 
ſtreth to the ſoules. of his children: To a 
pretions Pearle for his worth: To a Store- 
hoafe tor his fulneſs of all fpirituail trea- 
{ure. O rhe happineſs of the toule that en- 
j.yes Chriſt! He rhat hath the Lord Jeſus, 
neew not look eltwhere for any perfeftions. 
Having Chriſt we have all, faith Ambroſe : 
he may fay * ; 1acob did, I have exough. The | 
7097 , ne ſpouſe of Chriſt, is delcribed | mRev.12 
cloathes-with the Sunne, and a Crowne of | © 

tweive Stars upon her head,the righteouſnces 
of Chriſt cloathing her as the Sun, and kis 
doctrine guiding her as the light of twelve | 
<tarres, and in him are n hidden all the rrea... 
ſures of wiſedome. Surcly the man never- 


— 


n Col. 2, 
3» 


Ciriſts fulneſs, that dotes on forraigne 
d:Ctrines, that admires humane -inven-/ 
tions. | Fo NE” 
In regard of the vanity of all humane' 2: 
doQtrines and obſervations: They are a 
*vaine viſion, a viſion compoſed of vaine | *Ez< 
and fooliſh things; they aregn emptie' Lands 


1 


ORs MET TEE IRERCETA. 
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Lampe, | 


: : _ 


Humane doftrines vaine. 


jr lob 13. 
A 


| ſIfa.z09.2, 


Lampe, wherein is no light, they diſcoyer 
not the ſinne of mans heart, they doe not 
reveale God in Chriſt, they ſhine not into 
the heart, they make not wiſe untoſalvati- 
on, they are a Schoole wherein men are 
ever learning, and yet P never come to the 
knowledzc of thetrath, Hethat is moſt de- 
voted to humane obſervations, is common- 
ly moſt ignorant of the myſteries of godli- 
neſs. As long as Saint Par! was a Scholler 
inthis Schoole, he remained ignorant of his 
owne eſtate, hee ſt:ll beheld himſelfe in a 
falſe glaſs. 2 1 was alive ({aith Paul) once 
without the Law, Hee knowes little of the 
Law of God, that makes mens traditions 
alaw to dire him inthe ſervice of Godzno 
light diſcloſeth the heavens, but that which 
ſhineth from heaven ; no doctrine ſhewes 
forth God,and the way to heaven, but one- 


| ly that which God himſelfe hath gives: Of 
| all other doctrines we may ſay as 7ob did of | 


his friends, * They are Phyſitians of no value, 
they neither diſcover nor cure the diſeaſe 
of the ſoule: And as ſometime the Lord | 
ſaid ofthe Egyptians ,'! The Egyptians ſhall 
helpe in wvaine, and to no purpoſe ;, their 
ſtrength is 10 fit fill : ſo may wee of all hu- 
mane & caral doctrines,they help in _ 
; an 
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and to no purpoſe, they can doe nothing by 
way of mortification to fin, by way of cor- 
roboration againſt Satans temptations, by 
way of pacification in quieting the conſci- 
ence : In ſuch caſes their ſtrength is to fit 
them. It js but the ſowing of chaffe, that 
brings forth'no fruit; or feeding on huskes, 
that miniſters no ſtrength; a labour which 
doth not * profir. He that lookes beyond or 
beſide Chrilt for light to dire& him, his 
labour is altogether unprofitable. | 

In regard of the fooliſhnefle of man to 
ſtep aſide from Chriſt , and cleave to hu- 
mane obſervations. Every man reputes it a 
fooliſh thing for a man that hath a full 
fountaine, to ſecke water ont of an empty 
pit; for him that hath the Sunne ſhining 
upon him, to light a Candleto guide him, 
It was great folly in the men of Shechem 


Fizze.tree, and chooſe the Bramble ; to leave 
the * pages of Jerubbaal, and chooſe Abime- 
lech to reigne over them. What is Chriſt 
but a living tountaine, a bright and flijning 
Sunne, a Vine, an Olive, a Figge-tree, tull 
of all light, repleniſhed with the greateſt 


fulneſſe of all divine _ heavenly fruit £ 


ſtill; they doe not profit the receiversof | 


| 


t Ier. 2.9. 


2o 


And|_ 


Folly of not cleaving to Chriſt. TE 


w Ier.2. 
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And what are humane dodrines and obſer. 
vations, but an empty pit, a very ſnuffe 
that gives no light, a barren bramble that 


| | beares no good fruit? Man never more 


manifeſts his fooliſhneſle, then in leaving 
the Lord Jeſus.. » Hath any nation (ſaith the 
Lord) changed their gods, which areyet no 
gods ? But my pcople have changed their 
glory for that which doth not profit. Bee aſto- 
viſhed, © yee heavens ,at this,and be horribl 

afraid, bee yee very deſolate, ſaith the rank 
for my people have committed two great e. 
vils;they have forſaken mee , the Fr 
of living waters, and hewed them out ci- 
ſternes , broken ciſternes that can hold no 
water. Who is the fountaine of living wa- 
ters, but God and his Chriſt 2 Whatare 
the broken ciſternes , but humane inven- 
tions, which have no water of life in them 2 


the Sand? Who is the Rock but Chriſt ? 
What is the Sand bur the vaine and idle 
obſervations of men 2 And who ſo fooliſh 
as hethat leaves the former, and builds his 
faith and ſalvation upon the latter? Hee is 
certainly,in Gods account,a man of no un- 


derſtanding that leayesChriſt,in whom are 


hidden 


Who is cenſured inthe Parable as a fools, || 
| buthe thatleft the Rock , and builtupon |} 


| 


Folly of not cleaving to Chriſt. " "Ip 

ber. ||| | hidden all the treaſures of true wiſedome. | 

Mmuffe In regard of perill : It is very dangerous | 4- 

that ||| | to leave Chriſt, and adhere to rotten. do- | 

more || | rines, and empty devices. Ir is dangerous 

wing ||| | 0 the Sheepe toleave the Shepheard, and 

hthe ||| | apply himſclfe to the Wolfe: ro the ficke 

yer no ||| [0 leave the wile and fairhfull Phyſician, 

;heir ||| | and put himſelfe into his hands who is 

» aſto- || | Þoth ignorant and deccitfull, What are 

eribl the Teachers of corrupt doctrine , but 

—__ x Wolves in ſheeps clothing, and Y falſe Phy- x Mar.7. 

at e. ||} | ſicians, who heale the diſeaſe of the danghter <P 
taine of Gods people deceitfully. The menof Wn 14..-- 

i ci- ||| | racl expoſed themſelyes to great danger 

1d no ||| | when they left David their true King, and IH 
e wa-|il j* followed $ heba that blew the trumpet of Ye- | z 2 Sam, 
atare ||| | 5:ion. The manthat leaves Chriſt, and | *** | 
nven- followes them that b!ow the trumpet of | 
em * vaine and idle, carnall and unſound do- _— — = 
foole, | Qrine,expoleth his ſoule to the danger of ry ys. 
upon |þ infeion, ſeduftion, and utter ruine. Uln- | 4###entcs 
wriſt © ſound dodtines are inſtruments of great | {1,%r:;. | 
{ idle prejudice to their receivers, the bait | wr avdicz-] 
ooliſh by which” Satan, like a Fowler, allures | #7 |} 
is his || | rhemzthe ſnare in which,like a Hunter, hei "© |. 
ee is intangles and rakes them. The Prince of | RY 
10 UN- darkneſſe hath no ſuch agentg as deceitfull | ** 
m are|| | Teachers : hedoth moreadyance his king- | | 
idden | | | > HS dome |... 9 
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b 1 Kings 


22,23» 


c 2 Sam. 
LA "© 


| 


' | dome,and bring greater ruine tothe ſoules 


of thepeople by bad ſecds-men, then by 
the men ofany onecalling beſides them : a 
lying ſpeech out of the mouth of an 29/4 
Prophet, prevails & draws to diſobedience, 
more thena Kings perſwaſion. Satan or- 
dinarily workes the greateſt milchiefe by 
being a Þ lying ſpirit in the mouth of ſome 
Prophet. The ſtate of mans ſoule is very 
dangerous that ſtickeS not cloſe to Chrift 
Jeſus. ; 


Cuzay, III. 
Diſcloſing the folly of not cleaving to, and 
contenting our ſelves with Chriſt , but go- 
ing aſide to vaine inventions... N 


T His diſcovers the vanity - of their 


> minds, the folly of their hearts, the 
perill of their ſoules, who cleave not to 


-| Chriſt, who reſt not, quiet not, content 


not themſelyes in Chriſt and his fulneſſe ; 
but ſtep out, .goe aſide, turne away from 
Chriſt to vaine doctrines, humane devices, 
and carnall obſervations: like thetwo < hun- 
ared men of Teruſalem, that turned aſide 


from David, .gnd went after Abſolom, As 
they went iz ihe ſimplicity of their hearts; ſo 


theſe 


» 
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theſe in the folly of their ſoules: As 
they knew not any thing; ſo theſe know not 


any thing. truly and ſavingly of God, of | 


Chriſt, of the deceit of Satan, of the dan- 
ger of their eſtate and doing: Asthey took 
unto themſelves CAchitophel, a Counſel- 


| lour of David; fo thele take unto them- 


ſelves ſome Teacher, ſome Miniſter, who 


by calling is gne of Gods Counlellours, 


one that ſhould plead Gods cauſe, and 


open Gods counſel: And as their conſpiracy | 
| vaasſtrong againſt David; ſois theſe mens 


conſpiracie ſtrong againſt God, againſt his 
truth, ' againſt the good of: their owne 
ſoules. | Hee that cleaves to corrupt do- ' 


Qrine, conſpires againſt Chriſt and his |. 


owne ſalvation. And whence 1s it that 
falſhood. is more welcome then truth; a 


man that comes in his 4 owne name, more | 
2 | acceptable then hee that comes in Gods 
Z | name, but,firſt, from the dominion and ful- 


nes of corruptio! A deformed face pleaſcth 
it ſelfe inadeceitfull glaſſe; the malefator 
rejoyceth to heare of a corrupt Judge; 


ſome diſeaſed ſtomackes deſire to: feed on 


dloh.5.43 
Five 
Grounds 
hereof. 


aſhes; arotten heart and a rotten dodrine > 


are very ſutcable. 'L4h4b having © ſold 
himſelfe to commit wickedge(ſe , was very 


..5 atten- 


- 
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attentivetothe falſe Prophets. Mex (ſaith 
fIoh.3.19. | our Saviour) f love darkneſſe rather then 
TT” | light, becauſe their deeds are evill. Hee that 

beth evill hateth the light, neither commeth 
hee tothelight, leſt his deeds ſhould bee re. 
8 10> 24-| 9oved. Iob ſaith of Theeves, © The morning 
= is tothem as bates of death : if one know 


them, they are in the terrours of the ſhadow, 
of death. To men that rob God by 


impictics, the moming, the truth 
hz Per. x. | ſhineth forth like the Þ Atorning' 
| 19. as the ſhadow of death;'if one kn 
{ if the Miniſter deteRt and lay 
ſinne, their profane andevill c 
oreatterrour to them, it troubles 
i Mat-2. 2. the ſtar did i Herod & the men of Te 
. Man can never take pleaſure in thi 


neſſe of light which ſhineth from ChiY 
| Jeſus, untill hee hath emptied himſelfe of! 

2. | thefulneſſe ofhis corruptions. Secondly, |? 
| from the want of love to the truth : The ; 

| woman that wants love to her husband, 
readily proſtitutes her ſelfe to ſtrangers: | 
The ſoule that loves not Chriſt and his 
truth , dotheafily open it ſelfe to corrupt 
and deceitfull doftrines ; becauſe they kre. 
ceived not the love of the truth that they 
might bee ſaved; for this cauſe, ſaiththe A- 

| poſtle, 


_ 


4 Gend of not cleaving to C it ; 


mg oftle, God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, 
(faith bk, they ſhould beleeve a lye. Corrupt and 
| carnall : dorine is very welcome where 
e that the love of the truth is wanting : hee that 


meth receives not the truth into his affkRion, as 
ee re- well as into his judgement, will ſoone bee 
m8 | | | drawne from it. Under the Law itwas 


uſuall for a man that married a woman, 
Chee loved her not, togive her a bill of 
ent, and ſend her out of his 
bs common with men under the 
o,in regard of externall cove- 
ofeſſion, are: married to the 
ards, through the want of 
re the truth a bill of divorce, 
ſtrangers to it. It is love to 
t cauſeth man to continue con- 
it. ® Loveit and you ſhall never 


novelty : Men natorally defire new things ; 
as they deſire new faſhions of apparrell for 
their bodies, ſo new dodrines for their 
ſoules. The eyeis little affeted with the 
Sun, becauſe it ſhineth every day; it much 
admires a blazing ſtar, becauſe but ſeldome 
ſcene. Things of greateſt worth, becauſe 
common, are little eſteemed z vaine and 
empty things, becauſe new, are much re- 


t from it. Thirdly, from a deſire of |, 


I Deut. 24. 
I. | 


* 
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9. 


1 Mat-2. 2. 


| if the Miniſter dete& and lay open their 


2 
| 
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might bee ſaved; for this cauſe, ſaith 


attentivetothe falſe Prophets. Mer (ſaith 
our Saviour) f love darkneſſe rather then 
light, becauſe their deeds are evill. Hee that 
doth evill hateth the light, neither commeth 
hee to thelight, leſt his deeds ſhould bee re. | 
proved. 10b ſaith of Theeves, 5 The morning 
is to them as the ſbadow of death : if one know 
thein, they are in the terrours of the ſhadow 
of death. To men that rob God by their 
impictics, the morning, the truth which 
ſhineth forth like the Þ Morning'ſtarre, is 
as the ſhadow of death;'if one know them, 


ſinne, their profane andevill eſtate, it is a 
oreatterrour to them, it troubles them, as 
the ſtar did iHerod && the men of Ieruſalem, 
Man can never take pleaſure in that ful- 
neſle of light which ſhineth from Chriſt 
Jeſus, untill hee hath emptied himſelfe of 
the fulneſſe of his corruptions. Secondly, | | 
from the want of loveto the truth : The} | 
woman that wants love to her husband, | 
readily proſtitutes her ſelfe to ſtrangers : | 
The ſoule that loves not Chriſt and his 
truth , dotheafily open it ſelfe to corrupt } 
and deceitfull dotrines ; becauſe they kre. 
ceived wot the love of the truth that they 
the A- 
poſtle, 
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ſtle, God ſhall ſend them ſtroue deluſions, 
48 they ſhould beleeve a lye. CE 
carnall ; dorine is very welcome where 
the love of the truth is wanting : hee that 
receives not the truth into his affeRion, as 
well as into his judgement, will ſoone bee 
drawne from it. Under the Law it was 
uſuall for a man that married a! woman, 
if hee loved her not, togive her a bill of 
divorcement, and ſend her out of his 
houſe: by is common with men under the 
Goſpel, who,in regard of externall cove- 


nant and profeſſion, are: married to the 


truth ; yet afterwards, through the want of 
love, they give the truth a bill of divorce, 
and become ſtrangers to it. Ir is love to 
the truth that cauſeth man to continue con- 
ſtant with it. » Loveit and you ſhall never 
depart from it. Thirdly, from a deſire of 
novelty: Men natarally defire new things ; 
as they deſire new faſhions of apparrell for 
their bodies, ſo new dodrines for their 
ſoules. The eyeis little affeted with the 
Sun, becauſe it ſhineth every day; it much 
admires a blazing ſtar, becauſe but ſeldome 
ſcene. Things of greateſt worth, becauſe 
common, are little eſteemed z vaine and 
empty things, becauſe new, are much re- 


— — 
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n 2iTim. | 
4+3» 


garded. Saint Pant tells T:mothy, that the 
time will come when meg will not » endure 
found doctrine, but after their owne luſts 
ſhall they heap unto themſelves teachers, ha- 
wing itching eares, Men having the itch, 
delight in ſcraping; men over-ſpred with 
the ſoathſome ſcab of unclean luſts, defire 
to bee ſoothed, daubad, flattered in their 
ſinnes, and to have their cares. tickled 
and pleaſed with ſome new and ſtrange 


'| things, with © ſmoarh things, and deceits, 


with the P enticing words of mens wiſedome. 
The 1ſraelites 4 loathed the Manua, and lu-| 


' | fied after the Onions of Egypt. Men of cor- 


rupt hearts, after a while, loath the pure 
and plaine preaching of Chriſt,and fall a 
luſting after' Philoſophicall, ſuperſtitious 
and vaine doftrines. No man ſo deſires 


| 


change of new and ſtrange dodrines , as 
he that meanes not to change ;his conver- 
ſation: were the hearts of men truly chan- 
ged, the true and common doctrine of| 
Chriſt would bee very pleaſant , the ſoule 
would never grow weary of it. Fourthly, | 
from their eſtrangement from Chriſt, they 
diſcerne not Chriſts beauties, they: taſte 
not. Chriſts ſweetneſſe, they feele not 
Chriſts goodneſle: there is no ſutableneſſe 


{| 


be- 


As. 


—— 


——— 


We” | | Grounds of not cleaving to Chriſt. - 
18 FO Fs 

my | —_— Chriſt and their hearts; they haye "ny 

' loſt | = _ Chriſt as the truth is in him; | » Epheſ.4, | 

+ A | A ave not learned the wiſedome of | BL. 

Ha | . br: =__ guided by him, the authori- | 
with | | him h = to ſubject themſelves unto | 

1cfirel Þ: n - e pom ng Chriſt to admire him 

"theirl . - _— Chriſt to delight themſelves Se 

ckled "5 b eath of Chriſt to mortific their 

,ange | ||| rin wb e reſurretion of Chriſt quick- 

ceits. | ll Ceca _ toa new life, the power of 

dome. FCheih epend upon him,'the holineſſe | 

24 tu-| Ml of Ch : wo imitate him, theall-ſufficiencie| | 

cor-| fl ch —r tocontent themſelves with him. ; | 
ore] wean on thema ſhidden Manna whom |! Rev2- |” 

Fll'a | hey wo—_ they ſee* nothing in him for . A | 

nous! Mc = ſhould defire him.Itis recorded of | 2. 7.20 

>ſfIres E geſp 4s, comming to help the King of | 

S, as| i en his diſtreſſe, that, ob corpus incul. | | 

wer- | de veſtis vilitatem venit in contemptum | 

han | Ml gue hominibus,qui ſperarunt ſe v iſs- 

e off 4 Pe a; an tanum regemtalem, walis eſſet rex | 

oule | | for __ , Corpore decentiſcime ornatum: 

ly, | IN nf gh. mr his body.& baſe- | 

they 6s is garment, hee was had incon-| + 

taſte ho OOTY the men of that nation 3. who if 
ms * to have ſeene a Sparta King, ſuch x | v 

1efle _ n King of the Perſians, moſt comely 
be! || rned in his body: So Chriſt comming | 

ga LS "aw 

Mi; — 4 


- 2 | Grounds of ot cleaving to Chriſt. 


to helpe us inour diſtreſle, for the want of| 
externall pompe in] his Ordinances , and] 
worldly glory in his Miniſters and Mem- 
bers, & the ſplendor of humane eloquence 
in his dodtines, is deſpiſed by the men, 
who frame and forme unto themſelves a] 
Chriſtlike to one of the mighty Monarches| 
of the earth. Hee that diſcernes not the] 
| ſpirituall beauty of Chriſt in his doctrine, | 
*oth cafily degenerate to humane ſuper- 
ſtition. Fifthly, from the diſagreement 
betweene them and Chriſts doctrine: 
There is no proportion, no likeneſſe,no an- 
| ſwerableneſſe betweene their hearts and| 
this doctrine: they are darkneſle, and this is 
light; they arecarnall, and this is ſpirituall ; 
they are from beneath, and this is from a- | 
bove : their, wayesare contrary to it, their | 
hearts are full of enmitie againſt it , they 
hate it asu Ahab hated Micaiah, becauſe hee 
never propheſied good to him. Such 1s the 
brightneſſe, the holineſſe, the power of it, 
that they cannot endure it ; they are loath 
to bee ſearched, to have their {inne diſco. 
 vered, as Rahet when ſhee fate upon her 
| Idoll, unwilling|to bee reproved; to have 
their luſts mortified, as David was to 
have -Abſolom put to " death, and therefore 
| _ charged 


CO—_— 


charged the. Captarines of his Army to deale | 
i cently with the young 14n. 


 — 


V anity of Flumane dotirine. : 


The rough 
handling of profane mens vices, makes 
them weary of Gods ordinances, and 
moves them to ſeeke out ſome more gentle 


and cafie doQrines. 
But, brethren, as Solomon ſometime ſaid 


of Laughter,1t is mad ; and of Mirth, what 


the words of wiſedome and ſobernefle are 
notinit ; and of all humane obſervations, | 
and Philoſophical diftates in the Schoole | 
of Chriſt, What do they? Why ſurely they 

doe, « not diſcover ſinne : they 
Labandid, notas the Maſter in 70nah did ; | 
they are but a key of ſtraw, they open not 
thedoore of the heart, they leave man igno- 
rantof God and himſclte... No doarine 
can ſhew us God, bur that which is from 


5 God. Secondly, they humble not the | 


foul. As Zebah & Lalmunna ſaid of Tether, 
Y Such as the man is, ſuch is his ſtrength ; 
ſo, ſuch as the doctrine is, ſuch is its 
ſtrength. The Divell regarded not the 
ſonnes of = Sceva's adjuration,his holds are 
never caſt downe by a humane doctrine. 


The vani- 
ty of hu- 
mane do- 


duh it ? ſolet me ſay to you of this rotten, | arine dif 
deceitfull, and pleaſant doctrine, It is mad, | played. 


ſearch as | * V/ai. 8. 


Was 


Thirdly, they nouriſhnot. The * Prodigal/ 
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h Proy. 7. 


of men, the ſervant of corruption; 
| x by her ſinging cauſed Sampſon to fleepe, 


1 was like to ſkarve before hee returned to bis 


fathers houſe, Hee that feeds on the huskes 
of forraine and. ſtrange doQtines, will 
ſtarve his foule, if hee returne not to God 


| his fathers houſe, wheres heavenly bread 


enough : man may feed on theſe plentifully, 
and yet like Pharaohs leane Þ kine after thetr 
eating up the fat,be as leane as ever. Fourth- 
ly, they pacific not : Like 1obs friends, they 
are miſerable © comforters; they 4 comfort in| 
vain : The ewoman in the Goſpel ſpent all, 
upon the Phyſitians, and yet could not becu.| 
red, untill ſhe came to Chriſt ; there is no| 
cure for wounded conſciences, unlefle they 
come to Chriſt Jeſus, Fifthly, f they deceive, | 
as the Serpent deceived our firſt parents;| 
and as® Rabſeca would have deceived Ze. 
kiahs ſubjeits. Sixthly , they allure and 
draw to finne, as the Þ harlot allured the 
young man. Severthly, they impoveriſh 
the ſoule, as by meanes of 'a whoriſh, wo- 
man, a man i brought 10.4 morſell of breas 
Eighthly, they captivate -and bring the 
ſoule into bends: make man 'the 15 Deb- 
$ Dett- 


and cut off his lockes. Ninthly, they adul- 


| terate the trus doQrine of Gods Miniſters; 
| as 


_ 


— 


> 


— 


4 to birfas tares corrupt the wheat, and as a little 
leaven doth ſeaſon the whole lumpe, [ 


e huskes 
'S, will 
Oo God 
_ 
tifull 

or het 
eourth. 
is, they 
fort in| 
ent alll 
becu-| 
eis no| 
le they 
eceive, 
rents; 
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veriſh |! 
Þ- This muſtteach us to ſuffer our ſelyes in 
"| Fall things to bee guidedby Chriſt, to wait 


hath taught yos, walke in that light which 


Direfion to be had from Chriſt. 
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Tenthly, they derogate from the dignity 
and honour of Chiift. Eleventhly, they 
deny Chriſts authority, by making men 
pur Lords and Maſters. Twelfthly, they 
deny Chriſts wiſedome, by ſetting up-o- 

er rules to dire us, as if:Chriſt had not 


old faſt that forme of dotrine which Chriſt 


he hath ſer upro.condut you and beware 
of making the doQtrines of mentherule of 
faith or lifez feed not on them, left they 
poylon you; :build not upon them, leſt 
they finke underyou ; leane:not on them, 
leſt they pierce you; walke nor after them, 
leſt they deceive you: but take all your di- | 
_ from Chriſt Jeſus, in whom is all 
fulneſle. 


upon him, to take all our diretion from 
him. As Xoſes received the whole patern of 
the Tabernacle from the Lord;and accor- | 
dingly framedit: ſo let us receive the whole 


paterne of our faith and life from Chriſt,8: | 


wiſedome enough to guide us. O then, | 


accordingly beleeve & walke, repent an 
X Ws ODEY. 


« 


An admo- t 


nition to 
wait On 


Chriſt;& 


" receive all 


dire&ion 


from him, 
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1 was like to ſtarve before hee returned to bis 


' of men, the ſervant of corruption; as Dete- 


fathers houſe, Hee that feeds on the huskes 
of forraine and ſtrange doQtrines, will 
ſtarve his foule, if hee returne not to God 
his fathers houſe, wheres heavenly bread 
enough : man may feed on theſe plentifully, |- 
and yet like Pharaohs leane Þ kine after their 
eating up the fat,be as leane «s ever. Fourth- 
ly, they pacific not : Like Tobs friends, they 
are miſerable © comforters; they 4 comfort in 
vain : The ewoman in the Goſpel ſpent all 
upon the Phyſitians, and yet could not be cu- 
red, untill ſhe came to Chriſt ; there is no 
cure for wounded conſciences, unleſle they 
come to Chriſt Jeſus, Fifthly, f rhey deceive, ! 
as the oe deceived our firſt parents; 
and as® Rabſeca would have deceived Ze. 
kiahs ſubjetts. Sixthly , they allure and 
draw to finne, as the Þ harlot allured the 
young man. Seventhly, they impoveriſh: 
the foule, as by meanes of 'a whoriſh. wo- 
man, aman is brought 10.4 morſell of bread. 
Eighthly, they captivate -and bring the 
ſoule into bondage, make man the ſervant 


lg by her ſinging cauſed Sampſon to ſleepe, 
ad cut off hislockes. Ninthly, they adul- 


terate the trus dorine of Gods Miniſters; 
| as | 


— 
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as tares corrupt the wheat, and as a little 
Tenthly, they derogate from the dignity 


deny Chriſts authority, by making men 
our Lords and Maſters. Twelfthly, they 
deny Chriſts wiſedome, by ſetting up-o- 
ther rules to dire us, as if:Chriſt had not 
wiſedome enough to guide us. O then, 
hold faſt that forme of dottrine which Chriſt 
hathaught yos, walke in that light which 
he hath ſer upto.condut you; and beware 
of making the doQrines of mentherule of 
faith or lifez feed not on them, left they 
poylon you; build not upon them, leſt 
they finkeunderyou z leane:inot on them, 
leſt they pierce you; walke nor\after them, 


rreQion from Chriſt Jeſus, in whom 1s all 
| fulneſſe. 263 

-- This muſtteach us to ſuffer our ſelyes in 
all things to: bee guided by Chriſt, to wait 
upon hyny; to take all our diretion from 
him. As Moſes received the whole paternof 


dingly framedit: ſo let us receive the whole 
paterne of our faith and life from Chriſt,8: 
accordingly belecye & walke, repent _ 
| | obey. 


leaven' doth ſeaſon the whole lumpe, | 


and honour of Chriſt. Eleventhly, they | 


leſt they deceive you: but take all your di- | 


the Tabernacle from the Lord;and accox: | 


2, 


An admo- 


nition to 
wait on 


Chriſt; & 


" receive all 


direRion 


from him, 


— 
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Direftion tobe had from C briſt. 
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| obey. Let us wait upon him, and receive 
our commiſſion from him, as i A1hmaas 
ſometime waited upon Toab, and ran when 
he bid him, Letvs feele Chriſt in his ful- 
neflc ſhining,into our hearts, as the Sunne 
inthe fulnefſe of his ſtrength ſhineth into 
the aire, filling us with ſuch divine and 
heavenly light, that we may ſee our owne 
| vileneſſe, as a manin a glafſe beholds his 
ſpots; that wee may diſcerne the things 
that differ, as in the day men diſcerne-co- 
lours; that wee may bee humbled in the 
apprehenſion of our owne unworthineſle, 
as Paul tel unto the ground when 'the lighr 
{hined about him ; that wee may know and 
feele the vanitie and emprineſle of the 
_— , as the children of the Nobles 
| knew the k emprineſſe of the pits, when they 
| cameand found no water in them; as 74cob 
knew the vanity of Laban, having changed 
; his wages ten times; that we may ſce thene- 
| cefſitie we have of Chriſt, as the Elders of 
Gilead ſaw the need they had of 7eptha,and 
the G:beonites their need of Toſua; that we 
may behold God in Chriſt, as a Father rege- 
'nerating us, as a King of mercie pardoning 
us, as 4 gracious friend coming neare unto 
| us, beſtowing all heavenly gifts upon us, 
| en- | 


— _— 


RB 


Dire&ion to be had from Chriſt. 
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emiching us with all bleſſings in Chriſt Je; 
ſus: that we may have a cleare apprehen- 


drawneto value Him. above all treafures, 
to love him above all friends, to honour 


above all riches; to ſolace our ſelves in 


to ſtay upon him in all diſtreſſes, to intend 
him in all our undertakings, to meditate 
upon him at all ſeaſons, receiving daily 
more and more of the fulneſs of his grace, 
hat at length wee may reigne with him in 
the fulneſs of his glory. 


— ——-— - 


Cnuay., IV. | 
Setting forth the beautie , of all divine and 
hiaavenly fulneſe?n Chriſt. 


He ſecond thing in theſe words is the 

Sabjed?, inwhich all fulneſſe dwelleth ; 
and that is,z» him: in Chriſt, inthe perſon 
of Chriſt,as God and Man in one perſon, | 
in the humane nature aſſumed into the | 
unity of the ſecond perſon in the body of 
Chriſt, asin a * Temple, faith C4ngu- 


fion of Chriſts beauties, and bee thereby | 


him above all commanders, to defire him } 


him, as in the Paradiſe of all our comforts, | | 


Subjetum | 


* In corpore 
Chriſti, cen. 


fing. Corpus Chriſti vere eſt Templum, in 


iſa 


— Ad ld. —— 


| in Templo. 


PX P ———_. 
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"All heavenly fulueſe in Chriſt. | 


| Dort. 


| 
| 
1 Col. 1. 
19. 


| 


ipſo enim voluit habitare corporaliter tota 


Loa 


| m Ephef. | 


1,23, | 
þ ! 


| 


n Joh.r. 
I G, 


plenituds dertatis, faith Cyril, The body 
of Chriſt is truly a Temple , for in it 
would all the fulneſſe of. the God-head 
dwell bodily. From whence we learne, 
that 

All Divine and Heavenly fulneſſe is to bee 
found in Chriſt Teſws. All the tulneſle of 
the land of Egypt was to bee found with 
Toſeph : All the fulnefle of God, of grace, 
of peace, of glory, is found with Chriſt. 
1t | pleaſed God (ſaith Saint Paul )that in him 
ſbauld all fulneſſe dwell : the tulnefſe of 
wiſedome, righteouſneſle, holinefle, -and 
of all good things have their abode and 
dwelling in Chriſt; in him they are found 
intheir complete perteion; and Chriſt is 
ſaid to "fill all in all, The Sunne filleth 
all the Starres with light , the Sea filleth 
all the Rivers with waters ; Chriſt filleth 
all the creatures with a. naturall fulneſte, 
Chriſt filleth all the children of God with 
a ſpirituall and heavenly . fulncfle, and of 
his fulneſſe they are ſaid to: " receive, as 
ſtreames from 'the fountaine, branches 
from the root, and members from the 


head, Grace for grace The grace of the | 


a « wan #% Fa Kana”, 


new Teſtafnent tor the grace of the old, 
| | _per-1 


Diznity of Chriſts perſon. wi ; i 


an 


permanent for ſhadowiſh grace, or rathet | 
grace upon grace, one grace of the Spurir 
after another; the Spixit of Chriſt daily 
powring a new increaſe of grace upon us. 
Such is Chriſts fulacfle; thar he more and 
more filleth the ſoules -of his ſervants: | 
and this fulneſſe of Chriſt is ſometimes ! 
expreſſed by likening Chriſt to- a Store- 
houſe, wherein is all treaſpre, in” whom are 
hidden all the treaſures of wiſedome ; to a 
P Tee, on which growes all varictic and 
fulneſſe of fruit; to a 4 X7ze, forthe ful- 
nefle of his majeſtic; glory, dignity, ex- 
cellencie. All creatures are bur beggers 
in compariſori of Chriſt Jeſus: ro a man 
that keepes open houſe for his fulneſle; 
freeneſle, readineſle to communicate to 
hungry ſoules; * Zo, ſaith the Lord by the 
Prophet, every oxe that thirſteth, came yee 
zo the waters , and hee that hath no moncy, 
come, buy and eate; yea come, bity wine and 
milke; without money, and without price: 
Somecrimes toa Fountaine, in whom is all 
plenty of water: Sometimes to the ! Xofe 


of Sharon, and the Lilly of the wallics, tor \*: 
the ſurpaſſing beautie, and tranſcendent ex- | 
cellencic of graces in hinſclte, and for the | 


ſweetand plentifu!}, pleaſant and delight. | 
| D 


P Rev. 2%. ; 


2 | 
q Rey-r5. | 
I'6. 


r Iſa55.1+ 


C Cant... 
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_ full 


| 


O Col.z.;. | 


j 
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Dignity of Chriſts perſon. <= 


full communication of himſelfe to the 
ſoules of his people. Sometime to:the 


| his dignity, worth and excelkencie above 
other perſons; as the 'Apple-tree cxcells:; 
the trees of the Forreſt in comfartablenefle; 
of ſhadow, ſweetneſle of ſmell, pleaſants' 
neſſe and plcnty of fruit 3. and the Spouſe: 
deſcribing thc height, fulneſle, and: perfe-! 
Gion of the excellencies of. Chriſt her: 


. | twhite and rudady, the faireſt. of tewthouſand;;; 
white, for his innocencis in himſclte, for. 
his victory, peace, joy and comfort in his} 


and mercie to penitent and belecving. 
ſinners : and 7uddy, for the imputation of! 
our ſinne unto him, for his ſuffering, and! 
for his juſticeto puniſh his enemies : and 
the faireſt of ten thouſand , tor his beauty,. 
majeſty , autharitie , worth and tulneſle,' 
ſurpaſſing all Men and Angels. The Lord: 
Jeſus is exceeding glorious in the eyes of 


deed beautifull onely in their eyes who love 
him. The more man loves him, the more 
cleare and comfortableis his apprehenſion 


Apple iree among the treesof the wood, for, 


Bridegroome, ſaith of him thzr hee. '#s| 


PP, 


God, and for his adminiſtration of grace | 


his unfained friends and lovers: hee is in- | 


by: that fulneffe which is in him. This per- 


fetion 


—___ 


Dinmtty of (hrifts perſon. 


| Chriſt is fairer then the children of men. 


fecion and fulneſſe of Chyiſt was ſhadow- 
ed iv the high Prieſt, being waſhed with 
u water, ard annointed with holy oyle, ſigni. 
fying Chriſts ſanctiry,and his unction with 
theoyle of gladnefle above his fellowes: 
The high Prieſt having his loyncs cove. 
red with cleane linnen , his body gloriouſly 
apparelied, anda holy crowne upon his head, 


ty with true holinefle, the adorning of it 
with perfe righteouſneſle, and the crow: 
ning thereof with Majeſty, as King of his 
choſen: This was likewite figured by the 
Temple, that' was a ſtately and glorious 


there God appeared, and filled it with his 


nature, immacylare and ſpotleſle, fall of 
heavenly knowledge, the full treaſure of 
true wiſedome,- grace and knowledge be- 
ing hidden in him, the God-head perſonal- 
ly there x dwel/;zg, and filling him with all 
grace and glory. This was alſo fignifiedin 


fenifying the clothing'of Chriſts humani- | 


edifice, full of light; in it was the Arke, | 


glory ; ſoisthe fabrick of Chriſts humane | 


X Toh. I, 
I'4. 


y Gen, 39: 


Y iJoſeph: Tofeph was a beautifull perſon; 


There was none like Zoſeph 1n underſtan- 


% 


D 2 


iy 


ding and wiſedome, in whomthe Spirit of | - 
his was;a$S:in him: thereis hone compa- | yer. 38. | 
rable 
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Dignity of Chriſt perſon, © 


| 


rable to Chriſt in wiſedome zMenand An- 
gels are his Schollers. 7oſeph was ſet over 
the whole land in generall, over the Kings 
houſe in ſpeciall: Chriſt is Lord of the 
whole earth, but chiefly over Gods 
Church. 7oſeph « lun cuſtody of the 
Kings garner, and therewith fed all Egypr, 


- | & other nations: Chriſt hath all the fulneſs 


Three 
grounds 
of Chriſts 
fulnelſe. 


Is 


-|ten of the eflence of the Father, very God 


of God, and therewith feedcth Jew and 
Genrile, the beleevers of all nations; And 
ſuch fulnefle of Chrift was requiſite, 
In regard of the dignity of his perſon: 
As the ſecond perſon he was the Sonne of 
God by cternall generation ; as Man, hee 
was the Sonne of God by grace of hypo- 
ſtaticall union. Chriſt is nearer unto God 
then Saints or Angels; and. by how much 
hee commeth neerer to God then all crea- 
tures,by ſo much hee partitipates more of 
Gods fulnefle. Chriſt is the Sonne of God! 


| [aftera more high and eminent way then 


others; hee is the Sonne of God hy ecter- 
nall generation,' others are the ſonnes of 
God by regeneration : Chriſt is the Sonne 
of God by naturall generation, wee are 
the ſonnes of God by voluntary diſpenſa- 
tion. Chriſt is the Sonne of God begot- 


_— 


of 


| 


_ 


Dignit of ifs perſon. 


of very God: wee are the ſonnes of God 
begotten not of his eſſence, but by the ope- 


ration of his Spirit: Chriſt is the proper | 


and onely begotten Sonne of the Father, 
weeare the adopted ſonnes of God, not 
borne fonnes by nature, but made ſonnes 
bygrace. Many of us, faith * Hilary , are 
ſonnes of God, but this Sonne is not ſuch: 

for this Sonneis a true and proper Sonne, 

by originall.not by adoption; by truth, not 
by nuncupation; by birth , not by crea- 

tion ; and who doth inherit his Fathers ful- 
nefle, butthe Sonne, the beloved Sonne, 
the onely begotten Sonne, the Sonne of 
the Fathers delights? Thou art my Sonne 
({aith God the Father unto Chriſt) zhis day 
have 1 begotten thee, there is his eternall 
generation: Aske of mee and 1 ſhall give 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance , and 
the ntwoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſe ſiionz 
there is the fulnes ofthe gift communicated 


to him. 7oſephgave portionsto all his bre- | 


thren, butto Zerjamin a portion five times 
as good as what hee gave the reſidue: 
God gives bleſſed and libera]l portions 
co all his adopted ſonnes, but Chriſts por. 


| _ farre excell them ;, their recci- 


are from and through: him; hee is 
D 3 | the 
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TD brifts office and undertaking. 


2 Heb.1. 3+ 


| at theright handof 2tajeſtie on high, 


the= heire of all, more excellent then the 
Angels, having obtained a more 2 exce/- 
| lent namethen they;as the name of a Sonne 

is more excellent then the name of a Ser. 
vant, and the name ofa King more excel- 
lent then the name of a Subject. Chriſt is 
both Sonne and King, farre above Men 
and Angelsin all divine fuloelle, Þ being the. 
brizhtneſſe of vis Fathers glory, and expreſs 
image of his Fathers perion, upholding all 
things by the Word of- his power, having 
by himſclfe pwr ged our ſinnes, and (ate down 


In regard of divine Ordinatioh: God 
hath appointed to convey all fulneſfe of 
grace by Chriſt unto his choſen: God hath 
ordained to convey all fulnefſe of light 
to the aire by the Sunne, and therefore 
hath put a great fulneſſe of light into the 


Sunne; all fulneſle of nouriſhment to the 
| branches by the roots, and therefore hath 
| puta fulneſle of juyce into the roots: In 
like ſort , he hath appointed to 'commu- 
nicate all gracious and heavenly fulnefle 
tothe ſoulcs of men: by Chriſt ; hee hath 
given himto beethe < head over all things 


. _£ co __—— av AA gg,  g_ 7 


zo the Church, The head is above the| . 


members, rules the members, and com- 


ww 


muni- 


Q 


| miniſtrarion'and government of all things, 


| bus omnia-fatus eſt, Chriſt is made all 
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Chrifts office and undertaking. 
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municates ſenſe and motion' tothe mem- 
bers ; Chriſt hath preheminence aboveall 
the members of his Church, rules and 
guides them, communicares ſpirituall ſenſe 
and motion-to themi:' And the Father, 

(faith Saint 70þn) bath d committed all judge- 
ment to the Sonnes, the judgement of ad- 


the judgement of ruling -and- guiding his 
choſen, i in abſolving their ſfinnes, in inſpi- 
ring all his graces into them, that hee may 
live in them, and they in him, preſerving 
them ſafe tolifeeternall. God hath.made 
him the greatand high Steward, and the 
Church his Houſe, to whom ChiiR,like a' 
Steward,or 'rather Sonne, diſpenſeth all 
the fulneſſe' which his Father hath com- 
mitted unto- him, being © faithfull as a 
Sore over his houſe. And as God diſ- 
penſeth all fulneſſe by himzſo,of neceſſity, 
allfulnefſe'muſt bee placed in himz accor- 
cording tothat of Ambroſe, Chriſtus omni- 


things to all men. 
In regardof Chriſts office and mderts- | 
king- in the behalfe of Gods Church and 
choſen: an undertaking ſo difficult, that 
'Pithout thefulneſſe of God-it: cannot bee 
D4 accom- 


dong 5. 
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accompliſhed: For, firſt, ſuchis the diſeaſe 
and maladie of the ſoules of men, that 
without the fulneſſe of the God-head 
Chriſt cannot cure them; they are ſo. dead 
in ſinne, that without an almighty power 
hee cannot raiſe them : Were hee notthe 
Lord of life, hee could not quicken themz 
had he not f life in himſelfe originally, ab- 
ſolutely, infinitely, bee could not miniſter 
life unto them. Chriſt ſhewes no lefle po- 
wer in raiſing the ſoules of men, then hee 
did inraifing the body of 5 Zazarws. Such | 
is their blindneſſe,that were not Chriſt the 
true light that commeth from above, hee 
could never ſhine into their hearts 3 had he 
not the treaſures of all wiſedome, hee could 
never make them wiſe unto ſalyation ; had 
hee not thei keyes of David, which open 
and no man ſhutteth, hee could never open 
the eyes of their underſtanding. Such is 
the obſtinacie and hardnefle of their hearts, 
that the hammer of the Word withour- 


, the almighty hand of God, can ne« 


ver breake norbruiſe them. Such is the 
diſtance and difference between God and 
the ſoules of men, that were not Chriſt a 


| perſon of infinite worth, hee could nevey 


make any ſatisfaftion, neyer work a recon- 


% 
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ciliation | 


— Diffiedie of Ciriſts ndertaking, 


ties, but that which hath an infinite» ful- 
nefle. ME no 

Secondly, ſuch is the oppoſition made 
by Satan againſt this office and underta- 


the God-head, there could be no conqueſt : 
Heeis a Lyon ſo ſtrong, and fo greedily 
fet upon his prey, that were not Chriſt a 
Shepheard infinitely ſtrong, hee could not 
deliver the ſpules of men,as David delive- 
red the ſheepe from the Lyon: Hee is a 


ſo fortifying his holds in the hearts of men, | 
that were not the power of Chriſt al- 
mighty , hee could never vanquiſh and 
caſt him'out. Liberty from Satans bon- 
dage and temptations comes altogether 
from Chriſts fulneſle, 2? 
Thirdly , ſuch is the profundity and 
depth ofthe myſteries of godlineſſe, that, 
had not Chriſt a ſpirituall and heavenly 
fulneſſe, were hee not in the ® boſome of 
the Father, and knew all things, hee, could 
never ſhew us the Father, hee could never 


which no creature can open; hee could ne- 
ver open our hearts, and fill us who are 


1ciliation . No: hand can cure mans miſe- | 


| king of Chriſt, that without the fulnefle of | 
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 - Difficultie of Chriſts undertaking. 
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 ® darkneſſe, with a marvellous light: thein-, 
lightning of mans underſtanding is an af. 
| mighty worke; hee can bee no lefſe then 
| God, that gives us the Spirit of wiſedome 
and revelation to know God,and the riches: 
' of his goodneſſetowards the Saints, '” / 
{ Fourthly, ſuch are the afflictions --of 
Chriſts members, Satan doth ſo befiege & 
aſlauk them, as ſometimes the _110ritifh 
Princes did the? Gibeonites, that, were not 
| Chriſt filled withthe fulneſſe of all power, 
hee could never give them deliverance.|- 
Freedome commeth to Gods children 
fromthe aſſaults of their enemies, onely, 
by the mighty power of Chrift Jeſus : hee 
is the Arke that keepes them from drow- 
ning inthe deluge of afflition; it is heethar 
walkes with them, and keepes them that | 
the fiery fornace of trouble doth not burne 
and conſume them; as hee ſometime 
1 walked with the three children, and pre- 
ſervedthem. 7:44 
Fifthly, ſuch's the perfcRion that God 
requires inhis people, that, were not the 
fulnefſe of the God-head in Chriſt, hee | 
could not cloath them with his righteoul-| 
neſſe; hee could not purge our their cor- 
ruptions, as 7ordan purged  Nanman; hee 
—_— could; 


| > 
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Folly of negleSling Chriſt: A 


could not = preſent them without- (pot and 
blemiſh in. Gods preſence. It isthe mighty 
power of Chriſt that prepares and keepes | 
Gods children unto fſalvation-And thus 
you ſee the neceflity and vetity of the be- 
ing of all divine and heayenly fulneſfein 
Chriſt Jeſus. | = 
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| Gra. Vo: 125 | 
Seiting forth the folly of neglecting chriſt, 
and ceking fulneſſeelſew eng... ce | 


. -7cr:r1 
# Yor diſcovers the folly of ſuch'as ne- 
ele Chriſt, leave Chriſt; ſtep mn 
and goe aſide from Chriſt, and ſecke fot 
fulneſle elſe. where. Theſe: are like the 
men of Shecher in 1otham's Parable, lea» 
ving the Yine,the olive and the Figge-tree, 
addrefling themſelves unto the Bramble, 
and hiding themſelves under the ſhadow 
thereof, All that is without and beſide 
Chriſt, is but a Bramble in compariſon of 
Chriſt, miniſtring. no ſafety, no: defence, | 
\| no. ſure and comfortable Thadow of re+ 
freſhment to them that have recourſe unto 
[if It is our greateſt fooliſhneſle to leave 
the Lord: Jeſus;to ſeeke out other proppes 
$14. $ : | an 
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| Foly of neglefling Chriſt i 


and pillars to ſupport us; anevill very com- 
m_ and v6 4a the ſoules of Jan an 
evill of which our Saviour doth compliin, 
© Tee will not come to mee that yeemight have 
life : yee will not come to mee, yee will 
not beleeve in mee, yee will not love and 
embrace mee, yee will not reſt and relye 
on mee, yce will not ſubjeR your ſelves 
to mee. yce will not folace and delight 
your ſelves jinmee , yee will not quiet and 
content your ſelves with mee, yee will not | 
come to mee, as Schollers to their Tea. 

cher to bee taught of me, to » learne mee, 
as thetruth «in mee: yee will not come to 
me,as ſicke men totheir Phyſician, to bee 
|. healed and cured by mee , as they that fit 
in darknefſe come to the light to bee ruled 
os | wages by me, who am the true light; ye 
will not come to mee, as the poore to the 
rich, to bee fed and cloathed by mee; as 
the thirſty to the fountaine, to-be refreſhed 
and filled by mee; as the ſervant to his 
Lord, to feare and ſerve mee, to honour 
and exalt mee: yee will not thus come to 
mee. There is in the ſoules of mena very 
ſtrong and wonderfull backwardnefle to 
come to the Lord Jeſus, to come fully 
and freely off from the creature unto 
Chriſt, 


—_— a 
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No fulneſſe in the (feature. . 


Chriſt, as the wife commeth off from her 
* owne people, and her fathers hauſe, to 
live and abide with her husband , to ſcr 
her love on him, to quiet-her ſelfe with 
him. There is againe inthefoules of men, 


to decline to goe from Chriſt co carthly 
vanities. | ett 

Some leave Chriſt and ſeck for fulnefle| 
in the outward and common- creatures; 
but the fulnefſe of God is not in them, bur] 
in-Chriſt : the creature is full of vanitie,} 
Chriſt alone is the ſubjeR of all ſufficien. 
cic; without Chriſt the. whole creation is} 
bur an ewptie veſlell, as 7ob ſometime faid} 
of wifedome , * Where ſhall wiſedome bee | 
found, and whers is the place of Underſtan.| 
ding? Man knoweth not the price thereofyneis' 


ſaith, It is not with mee + 
ſay of fulneſfſe, Where ſhall fulneſle bee: 
found ? and where is the place of all- 
ſufficiencie?' Man knoweth not the price 


living : Honours and high places, flcthly 


a very ſtrong. and marvellous pronenefle ; 


ther is it foundin the land of the living : thej 
| Depth ſaith, 1tis not in mees aud the Sea| 
So . may | wee| 


thereof.neitheris it found inthe land of the { 


delights and carnall pleaſures ſay, Ir is not | 


| 


inus: riches, ſtrength, beauty, art, wit, 
WE a | ſay, —— 


4 Seekers} * 
of fulnclic 
deccivod. 
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1 fulnefle + 


in the 
Creature, 


| ved : a falnefle'jdto their dinner-of Favre 


deceived, thatleaves the' Lord Jeſus, and 


nefle into their: low eſtates, that: they're. 


 |Jjoyceinir: afulneſſe into their cup; where: | 
| by their thirſt'is quenched »a fulnefle into || 


their bread,: whereby their hunger is remo- 
herbes, fatiating-them: as\a ſtaked Oxe: a 
fulneſſc/inro all his-Ordinances , making | 


ſervants with all ſaving graces. Ttis notthe' 
abundance ofrhe!creature,but Chriſt Jeſus / 


portion , without Chiiſt there is nothing | 


| ſay, It is notwith 0s. Man is exceedingly 


{ſeekes for falnefle in the creatures. -For, © | 

Firſt, thezoreature: without Chriſt is an | 
empty thing, a'lamp withouroyle, a bone'| 
without-marrow : The houſe without the || 
husband, ſeemes-emprie to'the wite: the] 
Throne without the King,appeares empty |! 
to.the ſubject: without the Lord Jeſus the |: 
| ſoule meers with emptineſſe.in the greateſt | 
.i-| worldly fulnefle; itis Chriſtthat ? fillet]; 
alin all. He iputs a fulnefle into all the'|| 
things of hisſſervants; a fulneſſe into their]! 
poſleflions;that they reſt contented :-a ful. | 


them inftrumentsito fill the ſoules 'of his } 


that miniſters 'the fulneſſe:'Chriſt- is-the} 


marrow . and fatneſſe of the feaſt; with'} 
Chrift thereis ſatisfaRion in the ſlendereſt 


A. __ _ PO In Ou J_ 


| : but | | 


|| nought : hee that drinkes not. of this. foun- 


|[is a feebleand weake thing, asa tree with- 
|] out roots, like» Teroboams withered c: arme, 


| | fill; like - #+haravhs Chariots, when the 


|. || bring 4 20/zfe, nor heat into the child,untill| 


| an inordinate affetion, Sooner- or later 


__— 


| falneſſe n the (reature. | 
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without him man:can never. ave 2 cnongh, 
Hee that. doth not gaine Chriſt, carnes 


raine, Þ increaſcth his thirſt: by: drinking. 
Secondly, the creature without Chriſt | 


Without Chriſt the ſtrength thereof'is zo ſit 


wheeles were {mitten off, it- cannot carry-us' 
out of the waters of diſtreſſe,.it can-doeno- 
thing. GeheFt with his maſters ſtaffe,could-: 


his maſtericame: the creature can doe:no- 
thing} forius,ifit. bee not; attended: with! 
Chniſtspoweragd preſence- | | | 


Thirdly, theicreature without Chriſt; is 


troubleſome::a/bed of Thornes,andnot of | 
Downe:;z atempeſtuous ſea; and not; calme} 


waters;bread'of forrowes,and not of peace;\ Y 
poyſon,and not pleaſant wine; Aurum iam 


plins cruciat apud quem lar gius fuoritsanvum 
amanti nihil de poſſeſfione. ſua- pernittis , 
ſaith LAneyſftine, Gold torments him moſt | 


that hath moſt; jt ſuffers him toenjoy -no-{' 


thing of his poſſeſſion, who purſues it with 


bur = emptineſſe in the greatcſt fulneſſe: |* *5*-© | 
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| rhe Creature is poſleſled with mach tors 
| ment,it we enjoy not Chriſt in and with itz 
| as the poſseflion, forhe trouble increaſeth,?|' 
if wee have not Chriſt to ſantifie it ; like 
; the waters of Marah withour the tree, they]! 
| thar poſlcls rhem cannot drinke a comtor- 
table draught ofrhem. 

4 Fourthly, the: creature without Chriſt 
labor" | inbondagerh, uſurps authoritie over the 
gener | ſoule,cauferh it tro bow dowre,as< Gideons' 

; £1%g.7+ | Soulgicrsto the waters, takes away all the 
T liberty thereof, inthralles it to the world, 
& {ybj<Rerh irro the command thereof, as 
the Souldierstorhe command of the? Cen- 
{Mat.8.8. | rurion, Men that will not ſerve-the Lord- 
Jeſus, become flaves to the creatures: God | 
makes them ſhametully ro ſerve the creg.. 
'rute, who will not joytully ſerve Chriſt | 
| their- Lord. and Maſter. Mans: deniall of 
obedicnce unto Chriſt, gives the creature 
- 0 dominion over him ; the creature is ever] 
zMar.6. |thatmanss maſter who will not be Chriſts 
4. ſervant. Asthe Lord threatned: the chil- | 
kDeur. | drgn of-Ifracl; ſaying, Þ Becauſe thou ſer-. 
$*:47-* | wvel#f notthe Lordthy God with joyfulneſſe, 
«nil with gladneſſe of heart for the abundance | 
of 411 things, therefore ſhalt thou ſerve thine 
jd wh which the Lord ſhall ſend ag4inf 
of | thee, :' 


The Creature mbondageth. 


thee, in hunger ,and in thirſt, and in naked- 
|| neſs, in the want of all things ;, and he. ſhall | 
th," put @ yoke of Iron upon thy neeke, untill hee 
ke [Y| 44th deſtroyed the. Thus man that will nor 
CY] ſerve the Lord with ioy and gladneſle, 
__— H] | with fincerity and fingleneſle, the Loxd 
gives him over to ſerve the creature in 
iſt hunger and thirſt, with tormenting care 
he | Þ | and diſtraction, with much gricfe and la- 
INS bour, in great ſtraights in the midſt of his 
ſufficiencie, the creature -putting an Iron 
yoke upon his neck , making him ſuch a 
4s wretched ſlave to the world, that he hath. |iEcclcL 
N- 20 power to eate of what he doth poſſeſſe. 2ui | * * je 
2d | | | pecunie ſervit, & preſentibus contpedibus ; 
od conſtringitur,@ futur is paratur,ſaith C bry- | 
M-! | | ofore. Hee that ſerves money, is bound 
uſt || wich preſent, and prepared for future fer- 
of ters; ſo chained, that hee cannot come to 
Ure God; ſo bowed' downe, that hee cannot 
VET] | looke up to God; God. is not in all his 
iſts thoughts, hee is. altogether-a ſtranger to 
ul- | } | him. 


er: | | Fifthly, the creature is tranſient, a ſer-|_ 5 

ſſe, vant that changes many maſters, it ebbcs 1597 ang | 
7Cc | | |-and flowes like the Sca, waxeth and wor p7 

ine neth like the Moone: There isſtedtaſineſs 


in Chuit «bees the ſame yeferday,t0 dey. 
| E a}. 
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» Go 
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, 


| ol goe downe to the Sea in ſhippes,and doe baſs. 


| and for ever: there is mutability in the crea- 
| ture, conſtant onely in alteration; this goes 


and comes like the Souldiers at the com» 
mand of the Centurion; like Jonahs gonrd, 
that ! cameupover Jonah to bee a ſhadaw 
over his head to deliver him from his 
griefe;and Jonah was exceeding glad ; but | 
when the morning aroſe, a »orme ſmote 
the gourd, thatit withered, and the Winde 
and Sunne-did beat on Jozahs head, that he 


| fainted: The creature , like a gourd, is 


to: day a ſhadow- to us, and wee much 
reioyce init;to morrow it is withered, and 
wee havembch diſcomfort: The ioy of 
the creature doth uſually turne to ſorrow, 
ir miniſters more gricfe in the loſing then 
ever it gave ioy in the poſſeſſing: and here- 
upon Solomon diſſwades man from the crea- | 
ture, Labour mnot (ſaith hee) to bee rich, 
ceaſe from thine owne wiſedome, wilt thouſet 
thine eyes on that which ts not? for riches 
make themſelves wines, they flye away as an 
Eagle towards heaven. RT. : 
Sixthly, the creature is'very fraudulent: 
Laban. changed Tacobs wages ten times; 
many are their changes 'who ſerve ithe 
creatures. The Pſalmiſt ſaith'ofthem char 


fl  neſſe, 


| us ſecure, ſhaves off our lockes, robbes us 


feaſted .Amnoy, and Amps heart was 


No dependance, onthe Creative. 49 | 


neſſe in great waters, They mount" up t0:1he | 
heavens, they goe downe agajne tothe depths, 
their ſouleis melted becauſe of trouble; The 
like may wee ſay of them.that- goe downe 
to the creature, and ſecke for great things, 
and doe great bufinefle in the ſea of this 
world, They mount up inhonor,in wealth, 
in favour, and they goe down again in po- 
vertie,diſgrace, conteropt and hatred , and 
their ſoul doth even melt with troublezne.- 
ver man truſted the creature, butwas decei- 
ved by ir,his ſoule ſmarted for itzwhenthe 
promiſes thereof are greateſt, the deceit | 
hereof is moſt dangerous: as Diogenes 
ſometimes tiled flattering ſpeech, elle. 
um laqueury a honey fnare;ſych a ſnare re 
the honey-{weet promiſes of the creature: 
this like a Delilah, ſings ps alleepe, makes 


of our ſpirituall \ſtrengrth, and: delivers us 
into Satans/ bondage. When 4 bſolam 


merry with wine; then y# &aloms ſervants 
fellon ©Amnon and mutthered him ; when 

the world feaſteth man, andthe heart of 
man is merry -wicththe worlds. wine;: drim- 


ken. with. rhe fulneſſe of the \wortd, rifien) 


ſe 


eve riches, Ay” the woxldgtet- 
2 


——— 


vants, | I 


o 


No Dependance on the Creature. 


olJob 13. 
5. 


2. 
Folly of 


ſeeking + 
't fulneſe 


in our 
ſelves. 


| vants, fall on man, betray man, and mur- 


ther the ſoule of man, fruſtrate the expe- 


| Rationof man, prove a deceitfull Bow,and 


a ſandy foundation unto man, and the fol- 


[ly of man is made manifeſt in ſecking ful- 


neſſe in the creatures, wherein, without 
Chriſt Jeſus, the foule of man meets with 


| nothing but emptineſſe, weakneſle, bon- 


dage, changes and deceitfulneſſe; all is 
vaine withour Chriſt, a thing of nought, a| 
very nullitie, a 20x-ens, like 1obs friends, 
o Phyſicians of n0 value; they cannot cure 
us, helpe us, eaſe us,fill us,they can doe no. | 
thing for us. | 

Some ſeeke for fulneſſe in themſelyes, 
they pleaſe themſelves with themſelves, | 
they goe not out of themſelves, they looke 
not beyond, nor above themſelves for any 
thing to fill -them, to enrich them , to 
make them happy ; they ſuppole they have 
water enough intheir owne Well, treaſure| 
enough in the ſtore-houſe of their owne 
ſouls. Goliah ſuppoſed hee had fulneſle| 
enough of ſtrength in his owne arme, in}. 
hisowne weapon, and looked out for no 
other fulneſſe toafſiſt himin the conflict 
with . David, 'Vaine man, corrupt” man, | 


ſuppoſeth hee hath fulneſſc'enough in him- 
JE: - 0 | ſclfe;| 


Opinion of ſelfe-fulneſſe. 


5t | 


ſelfe ; fulneflſe enough.: of -wiledome to 
ouide him, of libertie to-convert himſelfe, 
of power: to yanquiſh: the-adverſaries of 
his ſoule, of righteouſnes to juſtifie, him» 
ſelfe in the ſight of God, of (merit to-pro- 
cure ſalvation at the hands. of God ,- and 
therefore he goes not out of himſelf,he ad- 
drefles not; himſclfe to'Chriſt, hee ſeckes 
not to be [filled with the fulnefle of Chriſt; 
they truſt in themſelves that they? are vigh- 
teous; they looke for no righteoulneſſe, but 
their owne; for no garmenttocloath them, 


but that which growes at home,is ipyn and | 


woven at home, in the. houſe of theixg.own 
fleſh ; forno Well to refte{h them or waſh 
them, but what they. digge out of their 
owneearth; for no armour to defend them, 
but that which is framed and made at 
home of their owne metall; they are, 9.ric/ 
and full, and want nothing, in their owne 
Opinion; they are w: ſe #1 their owne eye, and 


leane to their owne r underſtanding, andiruſt 


not to the: Lord, looke notunto him, re- 
gard notto be filled with his knowledge, 
with his power, with his goodneſle:, hee 
that hath higheſt thoughts of his owne 
fulneſſe, doth ever leaſt regard the fulneſs 
of Chriſt; hee is ready to ſay to Chriſt, 

” ; EB 3 | ten- 


— 


r Pro.3.5. 


Seckers of fulneſſe 
rendering to him his fulneſs, as Eſa did to 
1acob ſending him-a preſent, 7 have exough, 
my brother, keep that thou haſt unto thy ſelfe. 
It is 'wonderfull to confider how mens 
ignorance, and uinſenfibleneſs of their own 
wants, doth cauſethem to under-value the 
fulneſs of Chrift-O how little doe they 
who have highthoughts of their owne 
fulnefs, diſcerne''or taſte of Chriſts ful- 
neſs 1 'And what is: man without Ghriſt, 
that hee ſhould'ſeeke for fulneſs in him- | 
{clfe2but-an*® empty houſe, wherein dwel- 
leth no good; a'dead man.in whomis no lite; 
a blind man, in whoſe ſoule is no light; a 
loathfome /eper, on whom is no beautie; 
asthe world without the Sunne, the flocke 
without a ſhepheard, the members without 
2 head, the ruſh withent mire, and the flagge 
without water, as ſometime 10b ſpake ; as 
| the freld of the {loathfull without a diligent 
| hand” to dreſs it, is over: growne with | 
thornes and nettles; ſo and fuch is the| 


f 


ſoule of man without Chriſt. Did man ſee 
his owne emptineſs and vileneſs without 


Chriſt, hee would 'never' bee at' reſt untill 
he were filled with'Chriſts fulneſle. 

Folly of Some ſecke for fulnefs in the naked 
Ry | preſence, and bare uſeof Gods ordinances, 


_ never | 


—_ WY 
ra 


'\ 


[ 
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1 naked Ordmances. 


- = ——  ——— 


L.A 


never labouring to ſee Chriſt, to taſte 


| Chriſt in them, to receive Chriſt and his 


fulneſs through them, to bee / brought 
to the enjoyment of Chriſt |by them, 
Aſaupromiled himſclfe a fulneſs of health 
from the Phyſicians; helooked not beyond 
and through them to the Lord; hee ſought 
not to the Lord, but to the Phyſicians : 
Gods ordinances are the phylicke, his 
Miniſters the, Phyſicians: Some ſecke 
to them, ſtay inithem, promiſe themſelves 
fulneſle of health from them, they ſecke 
nor, they come not home to the Lord by 
them, they partake not of Chriſt and his 
fulneſſe in them. The Jewes » promiſed 
themſelves fulneſle of defence, ſafety, vi- 


| tory, ſalvation, from the naked preſence. 
ofthe T empple, without amendment of their 


doings, without obedience tothe God that 
dwelled inthe Temple. AMc4h perſwaded 
himſelfe of the fulneſle of all 5effing, be- 
cauſe hee * had a Levine to his Prieſt, 
though he ſtill retained his Idol, and lear- 
ned not of his Prieſt how to ſerve that God 


arighr, from whom commeth all blefling. ! 
.| How many men doe turne the meanes of 


ſalvation into- meanes of deſtruction, not 


learning God inthem, not being led home 


E 4 to 
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aLuk- 15» 


| On 
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þ 


z Lev.1o. | 


ro God by them. Queſtionleſle mans uſe 
of Gods: Ordinances 1s fruitleſſe, untill in 
them he both ſee and enjoy Chriſt and his 
fulneſſe. As therefore the Shunamitiſh wo- 
mari thought it not enough that GehaXs was 
ſent with his maſters Rtaffe, but ? /aidhold 


{ p07 the Prophet, and would not goetill hee 


himſelfe went with her: ſo think it not e- 
nough that ye have Chriſts ſervant, and 
Chriſts ſtaffe, Chriſts Miniſter,and Chriſts 
Word ; but lay hold of Chriſt, cleave to 
Chriſt, andcarry Chriſt with you : You 
come to the Miniſtery to little purpoſe,if 
youcarry not home with you Chriſt Jeſus, 


_ | if youbenotfilled with his fulneſle, 


Some ſeeke for fulneſſe in humane ob- 
ſervations, in ſerving God after their owne 
fancies, or the doQrines of men, = in offe- 


ring ſacrifice with fra»gefire,ina falſe wor- | 
| ſhip, in adeviſed religion: theſe ſeeke for 
fulneſſe of water in a broken ciſterne,' for | 


fulneſſe of ight in _ lamp, forful- 
neſſe of bread in a heap of chaffe, for ful- 
neſſeof figs upona thiſtle : theſe, like them 
that builded Babel, build to their own con- 
fuſion: theſe are like menrunning from the 
Sun, and ſecking light in a Glow-worme z 
like the Prodigall that 2ranne from his 


fathers | | 


— = — . 


+: 2 


-» \ 
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| fon 


| rocke will you build 2 what guide will you 


none elſe hath the fountaine of all fulneſſe: 


' 


in humane mventions. 


T5 


fathers houſe where was all fulnefſe of 
bread, & ſought his meat among the ſwine ; 
to whom I may ſay,as ſometimes the An- 
gell did tothe women , Why ® ſeeke yee rhe 
living among the dead? So why ſeeke ye 
life, ſalvation , ſpirituall fulnefle , among 
dead, vaine, and empty ceremonies 2 The 
diſeaſed woman <ſought invaine for health 
among. the Phyſicians untill ſhe came to 
Chriſt zand man ſeekes in yaine for fulneſſe 
untill he comes to the Lord Jeſus: There- 
fore as Peter ſometime ſaid to Chriſt, Lord, 
4 whither ſhall we go? thou haſt the words of e- | 
ternall life : fo, brethren, let me ſay to you, 
Brethren, whither will ye goe 5 on what 


follow 2 what friend will you chuſe 2 
what txeaſure will you ſecke £ Chriſt and 


O therefore Teaveall , and come unto him, | 
.that he may fill you with his grace firſt, and | 
with his glory laſt. ; 


[ 
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The folly of not comming 


-< 5% % 4 


Diſcovering the folly of not comming fully | 
home to Chriſtin whom: 1s all fulneſſe. 


is layeth open'the folly of ſuch as 
ſtand aloote off from Chriſt, continue 
ſtrangers, and come not fully home to 
Chriſt, in whom all fulncfle is to be found, 
and by whom the Lord hath ordained to 
miniſter all fulneſſe to the ſoules'of men, 
and without whom there js an utter empth | 
neſle of grace in them: yet as ſometime 
7ephthahis brethren < rejected himr, thougit 

the Lord had appointed no other to deliver 
them; in like ſort many refuſe Chriſt, keep 
a great diſtance from Chriſt ; they will not 
come unto him , receive him , lay hold on 
him , though the Lord hath appointed no 
other helper, no other deliverer , given 'no 
other name whereby * they may be ſaved. It'is 
uſuall with men to put the loweſt price on 
that which God hath ordained to be the 
meanes of their greateſt good. Men are 
commonly very cvill chufers, very unhap- 
py xefuſers in matters concerning their ever- 
: iting happincſle. Chriſt , ſaith the Evan- 


celiſt, 


# 
- 


* 
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| 


fully bome to Chriſt. | 


— 


peliſt, came among his 5 owne, and his owne 
received him nit: He came among his own 
by incarnation, taking ournature upon him, 
appearing inthe forme of a ſcrvant , bur 
they refuſed his ſervice ; he came inthe mi- 
niſtery of the Goſpel as an Ambaſiadour, 
oublithing the tidings of ſalvation, but they 
ſtopt their cares, and would not hearken 
to him as a glorious and a ſhining Sun, but 
they ſhut their eyes and would not behold 
him : he came as aPhyſficianto heale them, 
but they regarded not- his medicine; hee 


came asa Shepheard to gather them home 
into his Fathers fold , but they would not 
begathered by him ; he came as a full and 
living fountain to fill them, but they would 
neither draw nor drinke 'of the wells of 
falvation which hee opened to them: they 
received him'not by knowledge as their 
counlcllor to inſtru them, by faith as their 


by love as their bridegroome to marry 


{ their ſoules unto him, by feare as their 
| Prince to ſubje& themſelves unto him. 
| Chriſts bleſſed, free, andgracious tender of 


cternall happinefle is very ſlenderly. cſtce- 


med , very ungratefully refuſed by many 
Ws 


perſons : 


garment of rightcouſneſle to cloath and. 
[cover them, as their rocke toſupport them; 


_ 


1 


| [ 


58 


— 


Mas ſlender eſteeme of Chriſt, 


perſons: Ordinarily nothing is more unwel. 
come then that which moſt concerns mans 
falvation.h O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem,thou that 
killeſt the prophets, ſloneſt them that are ſent 
untothee, How often,laith Chriſt, wold I have 
gathered thee together , even as a hen gathers 
her chickens under her wings,&+ye would not? 
Chriſt,like a hento her chickens,ſhewed his 
love to them, his care for them, his willing- 
nefle to gather them home unto himlſelfe, 
his readineſſe to hide and proteR them un. 
der the wings of his power, his grace and 
fulnefſe, from the Divell and other inſtru. 
rents of cruelty which, like kites 10 the aire, 
ſought to make a prey of them ; but they 
would not,they would not come unto him, 
they would not beleeve in him,they would 
not embrace and receive him. The ſoules 
of men are great enemies to their owne 
happineſle, very profanely refuſing Chriſts 
choiceſt mercies, highly valuing the empti- 
neſle of the world , baſcly prizing Chriſts 
fulneſſe : So-thar'as ſometime Drogenes 
taxed the folly of the men of histime,quod 
res pretioſas minimo emerent , venderentque 


| > avs n P | A 
viliffimas plurimo; ſtatuam tribus nummium 
| millibas emunt, _—_— chenix. duobus 


ethey would buy pre- 


eres veniret : beca 


cious | 


1 
Y « _- 


ciousthings cheape, and ſell baſethingsat a 


three thouſand pieces, and fold a meaſure of 


| Chriſt, the moſt precious of all things ; for 


rhings which God the Father/hath given 


Mow ſlender eſteeme f (brit. "" 


deare rate ; becauſe they valued a ſtatue at 


corne for two farthings , thoughthelife of 
man had no need of a ſtatue, but could nor } 
live without corne: Thus may we juſtly 
eaxe the folly of. menfor under-valuing 


over-valuing the world, which is but 4»zg 
i and droſſe in compariſon of Chriſt; ſelling 


their liberty, peace, quier, even their-very | 
"ſoules, for the world ; unwilling to depart 


with any thing for the enjoyment of Chriſt, 
when yet the world is bateven a dumb ſta- 
rue, a dead idoll which candoe little or no. 
thing for them, and Chriſt is the zrue Mar- 
na, the k bread of life come down from hea- 
ven, giving life to all that beleevingly come | 
unto him ; wirhout whom men have no life 
of God within them; for,! he that hath the 
ſonne hath life,he that hath not the ſonne hath 
not life. ts | by 
And whence is it that men are fo back: 
ward tocometo Chriſt,cocntertain Chriſt 
to receive of Chriſts fulnefle, to 'mcarerof 
bis bread, and drinke of his winewhich he 
hath mingled, to'partake of all the good: 


| 


k Toh, 6.1 
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| him to communicate and beſtow upon:the 
ſoutesof men, bur 1. from their ignorance 


though it ſhine upon him; no more doth the 
carnall and worldly man know Chriſt, 
chough he ſhine upon him in the Goſpel : 
for the light 0 ſhineth in the darkneſſe , and 
the darkneſſe comprehendeth it not. Such is 
mans ignorance, that as the light ſhining in 
Goſhen,did not pierce the darknes P where 
the Egyptians ſate; no more doth the light 
of the Goſpel penetrate their ſoules, but 
they fit in darknefle and the ſhadow of 
dearh ; at the 2 noone day of the Goſpel 
they are inthe midnight of ignorance: To 
| ſuch our Saviour ſaith, Te neither r know me 

nor my Father: They know not the beau- 
ties of Chriſt,they ſee no comelineſſe in him 
for which they ſhonld defire him ; he is no 
more to them then another beloved: They 
know not the power of Chriſt in ſoftning 
their hearts , as the ground knowes the 
power of the dew in ſuppling itz in quick- 


| [ning their ſoules, as Z4zarus knew .the 


power of Chriſt in raiſing bis body ; in re- 
ſtoring them to ſpirituall liberty , as:Peter 


of Chriſtzthe »world doth nor k»ow Chriſt, 
As the blind mandoth not know the Sun, 


knew thei\poweriof the Angell in S—_ 
. d Oo 
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commins to Chriſt. 


— #——__ 


off his ferters, in ſetting him free from He- 
rods priſon: They know not the death of 
Chriſt,as the members know the death of 


the head, and the branches the death of | - 


the root, in withering and dying with it : 
they doe not ſo know his death , that their 
' old mans crucified with him, that the bo- 
dy of ſinis deſirozed;and they no more ſerve 
ſin: They know not the reſurretion of 
Chriſt,comming forth of the grave of their 
ſin, asthe dead knew the reſurreRion of 
Chriſt , their bodies comming out of the 
grave with him : They know nortthe graci. 
ous preſence and inhabiration of Chriſt in 
their ſoules ,' as'0bed-Edom knew the pre- 
ſence and dwelling of the Ark in his houſe, 
canſing all that he had to *© proſper , making 
their {oules flouriſh in all ſaving graces: 
They know not the love of Chriſt,as the 
Bride in the Bride-chamber knows thelove 
of the Bridegroome, as the gueſts in the 
banquetting houſe know theyJgve of the 
maſter of the feaſt,as David knew the love 
of Jonathan: Chriſt is not like Fonathanto 


David, very upleaſant nnto their ſoules; his | 


love is notto their ſenſe” and feeling won- 
derfull, paffizg the love df momen: They 
know nor Chriſt in his Goſpel, asa friend 


in 
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inhis letters, as a King in his Embaſſadours 
of peace;asa Muſicianin his muficall inſtru- 
meat, making a joyfull ſound in their cares; 
as the lame » man knew the Angel in Be- 
zheſda heating their diſeaſes: They know 
not Chriſs tulneſſe as the ſeeing eye 
knowes the fulneſle of lightia the Sunne, 
as the rhicſty palate knowes the fulneſſe 
of water in the fountaine z and becauſe they 
| doe not know him, they regard not. to 


come unto him. Ignorance is a great im- 
pediment of mans comming to Chriſt Je- 


ſus. Hagar * came not unto the Well, un- 


. {rill her eyes were opened to ſeethe Well: 


No man embraceth Chriſt, uarill his un- 
derſtanding is enlightned to ſee and dilcerne 
Chriſt aright. Men through ignorance 


| 


Chriſt, .remaine great ſtrangers to 


Chriſt. ; 
Unſenſiblenefſe of the want of Chriſt : I 
was alaw of Platothat no man ſhoulddraw 
water out of his neighbours Well, untill he 
had digged ro the Potters carth in his own 


| 


{ partake of his fulneſſe, untill hee hath ied, 
| an 
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have very diſhonourable opinions of | 


Chriſt, and are very injurious againſt |, 


court: Ir is a law in nature, Man never | 
commeth unto Chriſt, nevercndeyours. to 


| 


| 


v1 


} 
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comming to Chriſt. 


and knovries hisowne emptineſle, untill he 
diſcernes his want of Chriſt. The! Gz- 
beonites {ent not to Toſua untill they ſaw 
themſelves beſieged by the . _A1moritiſh 
Princes. The Elders of Gilead hated 7ep- 


tha, and expelled him out of thett fathers | 


houſe; came no more unto him, untill 


could help ther. Mans opinion of his 
fulnefle of Chriſt. Chriſt is never pre- 


his want of him : As man is more or lefle 


unto Chriſt, The z full ſtomacke regards 
not the hony combe;: The full ſoule © loath* 
eth Chriſt, who. is ſweeter then the ho- 
ny-or the -hony combe. - Chriſt is ever 
| moſt pretious with the ſoule that knowes 
Ks owne emptinefle. h _ 
Unwillingneſſe to bee at the coſt of 


they were in diſtreſſe, ſaw their want of | 
him, - plainly perceived that none elſe | 


owne fulnefle makes him under-value the | 
tious inthe eyesof man untill man feele | 


ſenſible of his want of Chriſt, fo hee is| 
more or leſle induſtrious .in . approching | 


zProy.27, 

7. | 
a TIo.g 41, 
Matth.g. |- 
Rev. 3.17, 


3- 
Unwil- . 


comming unto Chriſt : Though Chriſt 
proffer himfclfe frecly, yet man'muſt bee 


— 


at ſome coſt, or hee cannot come to/ | : | 
Chriſt, - hee cannot enjoy Chriſt; Þ 7acob, b Gen. 35. 
canfiot come to! Bethel unleſfe hee! put 4- 

| F . way | 


| lingneſle, 


Z, 


= h——_4 


Grounds of not 7 


Rom.7.1 8 


fLukes. 


| 2. Sam. 6; 


TY 


| 


ling to bee inthe world” as nothi 


way his Idols, Moſes cannot come nigh 
the burning Buſh, unleſſe hee put off* bx 
ſhooes from hu feet. Man cannot come nigh 
unto God and Chriſt, unlefſe hepurge p 
heart, apd cleanſe his hands. The Mer- 


13. [chant inthe Parable fold < aff thathee had 
to buy, the pretious pearle, to make that 


his owne : Man that will come to Chriſt, 
and make Chriſt his, muſt ſell all 
that is his owne : Man muſt firſt come 


out of himſclfe, before hee can come to 
- | Chriſt. '7f 44a» man (faith Chriſt) will 


tome after mee, let him deny himſelfe and 
take up his croſſe daily and follow me-: Hee 
that will cometo Chriſt, muſt deny his 


.3. | owne wiſedome, and be asa « foole in his 


owne apprehenſion ; hee muſt' deny his 
owne fulneſſe, and be as an, empty houſe 
in his owne ſenſeand feeling ; he muſt de- 


| ny his owne righteouſnefle, and bee as a 


naked man-in his 'owne underſtanding ; 
hee muſt deny his owne reputation in the 
eyes'of mien, and” bee contented to have 


| his ame * caſt out as abominable, 8to be 


accounted wore vile, as David for dan- 
cing before the Arke': hee -muſt bee wil - 
ng; who 
will have Chriſt and his 'fulneſſe __ 
| all 


——_ a 


| that carries the love-of the;worldiin his 


comming to Chriſt. : 


all in all unto him: Men are-loath to bee 
at this coſt, and- therefore come not to 
Chriſt. | The young man: that came to 
Chriſt, hearing. hee muſt ſell all, and 
follow! him, 8 went away forrowfull - "Hee 


heart, will faint by the way, and never 
cometo.Chriſt, The over-valuing of the 
world tnakes the doctrine of: the Goſpel 
a ſorrowfull.docrine,: and mans cnde- 
vour-t@cometo; Chriſt,/ unfruitfull, 344. 
ny h among #he chiefe Rwlers-beleeved on 
Chriſt, made-ſome-Reppes towards him, 
but becauſe of the Phariſees they did not 
confeſſe hims., they came not-boldly;freely., 
and fully home to Chriſt, -lef they ſhauld. 
bee put ont of the Synagogne, Heethat can- 
= cſteemeall as nothing; for Cbriſt,:as' 

dutg.and: Hrofſcincompatiſod of Chriſt, 
will never'zcally and indeed come to 
Chriſt: Hee is but like a man'that cheapes 
and buyes not, becaulc tee will not give 
theprice-// , 

Subje&ion under the creature: They 


LN A 
g Mat, T'9e | 
ZI» . 


| 
h Io. ra. 
4 » 


4. 
age ao 


axe underthe power anchcommand of the 


[cannofmonat up co'Chrilt.; they: —_— 


{as P 2 


rangled 


n under | 


| creature this is faſtaed 0n::them-as/Bird-. | eh ret 1% 
lime onthe wingsofthe Bi}d.,: thet:they |rute., '- | 


[ 
ſ 4 
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' 1 'iExod, I 4 
3+ 


k Iof. 10. 


1Matth.#. 


tangled in this,as the feet in ſnares and fet- 
ters, that they cannot moye nor come to 
Chriſt. As Pharaoh ſaid of the children of | 
Ifrael, They i are intaxzled in the land,the 
wilderneſſe hath ſhut them in ; ſo may 
we lay of many men, They are intangled 
inthe creature, the world hath ſhut them 
in, fo ſhut them -up, that they cannot 
come to Chriſt; it hath ſo ſhut up their un- 
derſtanding , that. they cannot- diſcerne 
Chriſt ; their wills, that they cannot im- 
brace Chriſt ; their imaginations, that 
they cannot meditate upon Chriſt ; and 


[their affeRions, 'that they cannot feare, 
| truſt, love, nor rejoycein Chrift. As the 


k five Kings were bid ina cave”, and Joſua 
rowled greas tones upon the momh of the 
cave, and ſet menbyirto keepthem, that 
they might not come forth: ſo-worldly 
menare ſhutup in the cave of the world, 
and hardneſſe of heart, like a great ſtone,is| 
rowled upon them, honours, riches, plea- 
ſures, like ſo many keepers, doe ſo beſet 
them, that they cannot come forth; they] 
are held and kept under the creature as a 


.| 1 ſervantunder his maſter, as: an: adulterer 


munder the harlot, as 1ſacar ® under his 


| — the worlds imployments:keep| 


— 


them 


ER GS ERR zAYDA 


[99 @ = 


lems 
: 


—_— 
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LO —_— 


not comming to:Chriſt. 


them under as: Pharaohs © Taske-maſters | 2 x94. 1. 
the Iſraclites' : Thelſe,like Dchlah, ſhave | 1.5. - « 
off theirlocks,and make themweak, that, 
like S a»pſon, they cannot goe forth, they 
cannot come-to Chriſt: This with-held Marth, 2. | 
the gueſts in the Parable;from comming | Luke :6. | 
to the marriagefeaſt of the Kings ſonne;2| \f; , _.. 
' | this made-the Phariſees deſpiſe Chriſts | zz. * 
dodrine:this fruſtrates all- holy inſtrugþ OY 
on and gracious per{waſtion,as the thornes | 
make the ſowing. of the ſeed-unfruitfull: | 
this extinguiſheth the loveof; Chriſt, as a 
ſtrange lover-in the. boſomeof the wile, 
puts out the love ſhee ſhould. have to ber 
busband.,. Fhe ſoule which is not divor- 
ced fromthe world,cannot marry Chriſt. 
Chriſt is never pretious/in mans appre- 
henſion as long as the world ſeemes glo- |. 
rious to him, Cui Chriſtus. incipit dulce-\ pery. . 
ſcere, neceſſ[eeſt amareſcere mundum, aith | 
Bernard : as wee begin the reliſh ſweet- 
neſfe in Chriſt, ſothe world beginnes to. | 
bee bitter to us; the more ſweetneſſe wee 
taſte in the one, the more bitternefle we 
caſte in the other : If the world be aa 
pleaſant teat, Chriſt is but as an emptie 
diſh. And theſe are maine grounds of | 
mans negle&ing Chriſt, ſtanding Hoe 
F - O 
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Folly of | 
not com 
ming to 
Chritt iI- 
luſtrared. 


p Hof. 10.. 
I. 


2. 


q Toh. II, 


off from Chriſt, and refuſing 'to come 
freely and fully home to Chriſt, 

- And thisis a very great folly of man : 
For what is man not comming unto 
Chriſt, not partaking of Chriſt in-whom 
is all fulnefſe, butan emptierhany a broken 


| ciſfterne,whereirtis no water 'of grace; an 


emmplie? Vine, wereon growes no good 
frekt, no ſweet grapes' 2. A'deadmanin 


ſeparate fromthe vine © As Zazarm re- 
mained dead" ir; the T grave''till' Chriſt 


44 


came aid raifed him : ſo doth'man in the 


x Joh. 5. 


IZ, 


r Heb.6.75 
W__— 


C Mart. 11. 
Las - « 


\ grave of fine; untill-Chriſt-commerh to 
him, and he to Chriſt; for he 7h ar hath not 
the $0ni,hath not life ; 2. A'*battetiman,as 
2woman that abides without a husband: 

all our fruit is butas an' illegitimate birth, 
untill wee are married  unto' Chriſt ; if 


blind man: As/heethaf comes fior'to the 
Sunne,fits in darknefle ; ſo heethat comes 


notto Chriſt, hath no good knowledge : 
for 0 man i knowes the Father biit the Son, 
and hee to whom the Sonnewill reveale him. 


Without the knowledge of God and 


whom is no lifeof God,a withered branch- 


| | 


wee come not t5/Chriſt as to. a husband- | 
| man to manurelis; asto 2 cloud: to water 
- | us, weeare brit'as' a barren heathz 4. A 


_ Chriſt | 


not comming to Chriſt. 69 
7e! Chriſt [cus mans greateſt knowledge is : 
1 | | butignorancez 5. Abond-man, as Peter | 5. * 
ws till the Angell came and {mote off his fet- 
to ters. Spirituall freedomwe comes to Gods | 
m' children onely © by Chriſt; none 'brings | c10þ.8:36.] 
_ the ſoule a diſcharge from Satans ;bon- | 
_ dage, beſides the Lord Jeſus 3 6..A-ficke | 6. 
"7 man, an uncleane and a loathlome-man. | | 
in | Naamancontinued leprous untill he came | * * Ning 
-h to 1ordan : the woman diſcaſed of the | ** 
@ bloudy iffue had her flux of bloud run- Mark.s. | 
i ning on 'her.untill ſheecame to Chriſt: | 
FI None butChriſt Ay pu the Jepro- | u 1 Ioh- 2] 
© fie of finne, and the,flux of ungodlineſle | 7* = [ 
of -from the ſoule of man; if wee come nat i x 
as to him wee continue uncleane; 7A] 7. 
EY poore man, not onedramme of ſpirituall |. . _ .. 
h, riches in his ſoule, notone rag of righte- . | 
2c ouſneſſe. to cover him. 'The 4fhrian | wif. 4 
A | -; led away the Egyptians xaked and-bere- | 
ar foot: without Chriſt the Prince of darknes I 
A leads man captive, x poore; blinde, naked, x Rev.z. | 
he miſerable and wretched; $. A'baſe man, | '7 || 
| | | =diſbonourable man; bale for his binb, | * 111 
w being of the Divell z baſe for his condi-  * 30 
” tion, the ſlave and ſervant of a.rhouſand F 
Ny lufts and. vanities; baſe for his qualitie, 1: 
ad groveling like a ſwine upon: the: earth , 1 
a1 Fa *' delighting) |: 
4 


—_ 


That man is 


1c Epheſ.z. 


114. 


| delighting himſelfe in nothing, but,like a 


baſe worme, in the ſlime and mud of the 
world; baſe inthe whole way and worke 
heundertakes, having baſe thoughts, baſe 
| purpoſes, and” baſe intendments. Very 

reat is mans baſeneſſe without the Lord 
72 who is the onely crowne and glory 


| ofman; 9. Aperplexed man, aſtranger 


toall ſpirituall and heavenly peace: The 
| foule without Chriſt is like a ? sbaſed | 

Hart without the water brookes. The 
Dove found no reſt for the ſole of her 
foot, untill fhee returned to the = Ark: 
the ſoule never meets with true reſt untill 


| itcome to' Chriſt; but, As the Diſciples in 


the ſhip were toſſed with the ftorme, and| 
had no 2 reſt untill they came to Chriſt, | 


cried to Chriſt,and Chriſt awakened, and 


rebuked the windes and waves, and made 
the Seas calm z thus the ſouls of men are 


as atoſſed Sca,untill Chriſt ſpeakes peace 


| unto them : he is 7he- Princeb of peace, and 
peace isa priviledge belonging to the ſub. 
jets of his Kingdome, and hee is ſtiled 
c onr peacez by way of declaration hee re- 
yealesit, by way of merit hee hath pur- 
chaſed it, by way of communication hee 


miniſters ir by way of preſervation hee 
Se main- | 


W_—— —_ 


— —— —— 


peace; 10. A diſcontented man, a man 


| raohs 4 leane Kine that fed upon the fat, 


© | diſcontented, nothing long pleaſeth him, 
-. | nothing fully anſweres him : the. eye that 


— 


not comming to Chriſt , 


maintaines and pericas it. The nearer | 
man.comes to-Chriſt, the more hee en- 
joyes of Chriſt, the ſweeter and ſtronger 
is his peace : The more man 1s eſtranged 
from Chriſt, the further hee is from true 


unſatisfied : all fulneſſe is in Chriſt, the 
worldcannot fill the ſoule that is not f1- 
led with Chriſt ; the ſoule that feeds not 
on Chriſt, but on the world, like Pha- 


cate them all up, and yet were ſtill leane 


and ill.favoured: ſo this, after long fee- | 
| 


ding upon all the fat of the world, yet as 
hungry and greedy asever; the more hee 
cates, the more hee hungers, hee is ever 


doth not ſee Chriſt, is ever < ſatisfied 
with ſeeing; the eare that doth not heare 
Chriſt, is ever ſatisfied with hearing; the 
palate which doth not reliſh Chriſt,is ne- | 


ver ſatisfied with taſting; nothing is ſweet | 


and full without Chriſt : as Auguſtine 
ſometime having read Cicero's workes,| 
commended them for their eloquence, but 
paſſed this ſentence upon them , Dulces 


n0n ſant, quia nomen ]cſus non eſt in ills, 


they 


cEccl.n. 


wed 


—_—— 


Mans miſery without Chriſt. 


it 
Proy. 30. 
IF» 


g Luk, Is. 


h Luk. 10. 


i Io. Los 6. 


— 


they are not ſweet, becauſe the name of 


Jeſus is not in them. Without Chriſt the |! 


bed is a bed of thornes, the bread is full 
of gravell, the cup is full of gall; nothing 
filleth, nothing ſatisfierh, but every thing 
vexcth,diſpleaſcth, leavetha ſting behind 
it, and the heart, like the horle-lecches 
daughter, ever cries t Give, give, and ne- 
yer can have enough. And here is the 
miſery of man without Chriſt,the folly of 
man that will not come to Chriſt, withour 
whom hee muſt ſtarve, as the prodigall 
without his Fathers houſe; without whom 
hee muſt abide robd of all; his. ſpirituals, 
and wounded, and halfe dead in his natu- 
rals, like him that lay robdand halfe dead 
between Zericho and Jeruſalem, before the 
Samaritan came and cured him $ without 
whom he muſt continue beſieged, aſſaul- 
ted,vexed with temptations, feares,' trou- 
bles, diſtractions, as Gibeon i with the CA1- 
mritiſh Princes before 7oſua came and re- 
moved them; without whom they muſt 
needs periſh, as 'the old world that came 
not to the Arke. It is mans greateſt folly 


and madnefle to eſtrange himſelfe from | 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


CHAP.| | 


2) 


| neſſe3''the Sunne for his fulnefle of light 
is prized above all other lights; the Apple. 


| | aboveall thetrees of the wood; the Pearle 


| | above all others, as the King abovethe 


» Loving honours, pleaſures, or whatſoever” 


How Chriſt is to be valued. | 


"3 Cuarye, VIL. . | 
Shewing how Chriſt @ 'to bee valued and e- 
ſteemed above all. - ; 


TS all divine and. heavenly. fulneſſe in 
Chrift * then ler us value and eſteeme 
Chriſt above all: things are uſually va- 
lued-and' prized according to. their ful- 


ttee for his fylneſle of fruit is eſteemed 


for his fulnefſe'of pretious ſubſtance is 
valued above all'other merall;\ The ful- 

neſſe of Chriſt is the moſt eminent, tran- 
ſcendent, and ſuperlative fulnefſe, a ful- 
nefſe ſurpaſſing the fulnefſe of allMen and | 
Angels ; him therefore wee ſhould: prize 


SubjeRs, as the Maſter above tho Ser- 
vants,as the Sunne above the Candles, as | 
the' Fountaine above the Bortles 'As: the 
people- eſteemed David above them- 
ſelves, faying, 7 how art k worth ten:thoaſand' 
of #s: fo ſhould weeſteeme Chriſt worth ; 
all the ten thouſands of the earth,whether 


elle. 


Kk 2 Sam. 
rs8.z2, . 


How Chriſt is to be valued. 


| a Luke 
| 1426. 


n Mat.9.9 


Mar.4.22, 
4 
{ Rev.12.11 


— 


elſe. As the women ſaid of Ruth to Nao. 
m1, 1 that ſhe loved her;8: was better to her 
then ſeven ſons: ſo ſhould Chriſt , who 
loveth us, bee better to us then ſeven 
ſonnes, of more eſteeme withr us then all 
ſonnes and daughters, then all fathers and 
mothers, then all wives and husbands, 
then all friends and acquaintance, then all 
the deareſt and choyceft poſleſhons ; un- 
Icfle wee thus value him, wee cannot bee 
his Diſciples, we diſcerne him not aright, 
wee learne him not asthe truth is in him. 
m 1f any 114, come to mee (ſaith Chriſt ) and 
hate not hs father and mother ,and wife and 
children, brethren and. ſiſters, yea and his 
owne life alſo, hee canwot bee my Diſciple. 
Heethat doth noteſteeme mee above all 
friends, above all poſſeſſions, 'above him- 
ſelfe and his very life, hee cannot bee my 
Diſciple, he cannot learne my will, he can 
haveno communion with mee, no intereſt 
in mee. Gods people haven valued him 
above their profit, above their friends, a- 
bovetheir caſe, their credit and their lives. 


Matthew left the receipt of cuſtome, Tames 
8& 1obntheir ſhip, their nets, their father, 8 


followed him;zand many for his ſake loved | 


not their lives unto the death. Nothing 


— 


ſhould 4 
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How Chriſt is to be valued. 


ſhould beſo deare and prerious to us as the 
Lord Jeſus: Him let as value in our know- 
tedge aboveall Art and Learning. As the 
lightof the Surtis ſweet untothe eye, and 
the eye cſteems it above allother light: ſo 
let the light of Chriſt, the knowledge of 


Chriſt, be moſt pleaſant, and of choyceſt | 


eſteeme with vs ; him 4er us» ſtudy and 
learne as the truth by whom we muſt bee 
ouided, as the way in which wee'muſt 
walk,8 as the life by-whom we muſt live. 
In Chriſt are hidden all the treaſures of 
wiſedome. Among wiſe men he isthe choy. 
ſeſt that knows moſt of Chriſt Teſus. There 
isnofulneſle, no divine excellencic in that 


mans knowledge, that knowes not Chriſt. | 


2, Him let us prize above all in our 
choyce; him ler us ſeletand take. out un- 
to our ſelves amongall the creatures..As a 
woman among many men 'cle&s and 
ſingles out one to bee her husband , on 


whom ſhe ſets her love, to whom ſhee in- | 


tends to give herſelfe, whom ſhee purpo- 


ſesro make the guide of her youth, and 
the ſtay of her old age; with whom hee 
intends perpetuall conſoſhip : thus muſt 
wee inour choyce aſſume unto our ſelves 
Chriſt,as the husband of our ſoules; as the 


If. 
Chriſt ya- 
lued a- , 
boye all in 


our knows- | 


ledge., 


o Epheſf.4. | 2 
22, 
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r 2 Sam.1. 


ouide of our youth ,” as the ſtaffe of our 
age, as: the moſt ſweet and everlaſting 
companion of our ſoukes. Pharaoh finding 
P that ſuch wiſedome, and the Spirit of God 
' was not ſoin any man as in 7oſeph, choſe 
him outamong all the reftdue, and fet him 
over all his land : Man Uiſcerning thar 
wiſedome and the Spixit of God are nei- 
ther in Man nor Angell as they are-in 
Chriſt, mut chuſe Chriſt, and ſet Chriſt 
overall; as a King/-to command, as a 
Counſcllour to guide, as a Friend to.com- 
fort, .as a Pearle to enrich. It is mans 
wiſedome to take Chrift whatſoever hee 
loſe ; hee that chuſeth Chriſt, ſhall never 
have cauſe to repent his choyce., . With 


| the beſt part. (3. Him let-us prize inour 


3 


[a love ſurpaſſing the love of women z as 


Mary then let us chuſe Chriſt as being 


love, as the wife 'prizeth the husband in 
her love above other 'perſons ; the rich 
man his jewell aboyeother ſubſtance: ler 
us love him as't1opathan loved David, with 


Iacob loved Rahel ,, with love making us 
cheerfull in ſerving, patient in ſuffering, 
for him :hee alone 15:the friend-of Chriſt 


——_— 


our 


Jeſus, thar loves him above. himſclfe -and | } 
all ercatiires. 4: Him'k |us/preferre in 


| | How Chriſt is to be valued. 77 
our | | | ourtruſt, asthe builder doth the rocke a- 
ting | El | bove all other foundations,as thechickens 
ling | | | doe the wings ofthe hen above all other 
God | | places of refuge; tohim let us addrefle our 
ole | F| | (elves, as they who were in diſtreſſe,£ in | | 2 Samcr, 
him | || | debr, in diſcontentdid ſometimes addreſle | © * 
that | | | themſelves to David > Him let us make 
nei- | | | our Captain to fight for us, our Shepheard 
e-1n | F| | ro defend us, our Rocketo ſupport us, our 
uſt | | | Shield tocover us : let us wait on him| ' 
S a t ſolely , and on no other ; on him let us| «© Pla.62. 5 
>M- | | | zra/ fully, with all our heart, with all our 
ans ſoule ; let us reſt on whole Chriſt , on his 
hee | | | powerto ſuſtaine us, on his wiſedome to 
ver | | | guide us, on his merit to juſtific and pro- 
1th | | | cure all good things for us;on his mercy to 
10g | | | forgiveus, on hislove to ſolace us, on: his 
our | | | fulnefle to ſatisfie us: on- him ler us truſt | 
i in | | | conſtantly in our proſperity, as being the 
ich ſtrength of all our fulneſs;in our adverſity, 
ler as being all-ſufficient in the abſence of all 
vith helpers: Onhimlet us ſtay when wee are 
 aS| | | indarkneſſen and have no light, in fick-| ua. 56. 
us neſſe and have no: health, - in heavineſſe| **: 
ing | |. | and haye'no joy; indeſertionand have no ' 
riſt | } | friend, in wantand haye no ſupply. Mans 
3nd | | | firme dependahce upon Chriſt in all con- | 
2n| | | ditiofis, in all changes, 'argues che truth 
_ and | | 


is. 
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How Chriſt is to be valued. 


w Gen. 37+ 
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| and ſtrength of mans confidence. 5. Him 


let us preterre in our feare above all com- 
manders, as the Subject his Soveraigne 
above all Beggers,as the Servant his Ma- 
ſter above his fellow-ſervants. As his au- 
thoririe is higheſt ro command, his power 


| greateſt toprorect, and his gaodnelic ful- 


teſt to recompence: ſo let him have pre- 
heminence in our obedience and ſervice. 
As the w Sunne, Moon, and eleven Starres 
in 7oſephs vifton, did obcyſance unto him : 
ſo let all the facultics of our ſoules, all the 
members of our bodies,all our temporall, 


| naturall,-morall, and ſpirituall abilities do 


obeyſance to Chriſt, be made ſubjeR and 
ſerviceable unto him. 6. Him let us pre- 


In our Ioy. 


x Pla, 137) 


mmm 


Mar. 2«Io, | 


ferrein our Joy: As David preferred Teru- 
ſalemabove * his chiefeſt-joy, making it and 
the welfare thereof the top, head, and 
flower of his joy : ſo let us make Chriſt 
our chiefeſt joy, the head and crowne of 
our joy ; in him let us rejoyce, as the wiſe 
menin the Starre which'guided them, as 
old Jacob in the Waggons which carried 
him to Egypt, where was ; fulneſfe of 


[bread in the famine ; as the - Iſraclites in 


the Arke, from whoſe. preſence they 


protnifed themſelves vitory over the 
—— 
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How Chriſt is to be valued. 
lim | Philiſtins :. ih him let us rejoyce, as the | 
»mM- traveller in the Sunne which guides him, | 
gne as the fick inthe Phyſician which heales 
VMia- | | bim,as the captive in the ranſomer which 
211- | frees him, as the poore in the rich- which 
wer  feedsand cloathes him. As Chriſt is the | 
fl. |} | originall and ſpring of alt our comforts; ſo | ; | 
Yre- | let him be the ſupreme objeRofall our re- : Keogh 
ice, | joycings: all joy. beſides this is but ſadnefs. | ſwmmin 
rres | Bernard (aith, * That is true and high joy, | £4", 
m:| | | which is not conceived of the creature, | 71mm 
the | | but of the Creator; which when thou |/*4 de cre«- 
all, | | | ſhalt receive, no man ſhall take it from NG 
do  theez whereunto compared, all other joy | 9un nv 
and | is ſorrow, all ſweetneſle griefe, all that is |? no 
Dre. ſweet is bitter, every comely thing is fil. | 73; cue | 
_—_ thy , and laſtly, whatſoever may delight | com7paraca 
and | | | is troubleſome: all joy in compariſon of] 71%. 
and joy in Chriſt, is buta cloud to this Sunne, | meror ef 
1Yriſt E midnight to this morning, a bramble to | 9” y- : 
« of | | | this Vine, gall and vinegartothis pretious | 74. ,me | 
viſe Nectar: Therefore in all things value | {ice am-| 
1, 4s Chriſt ; and give him preheminence a- nn 
ried bove all others according to his fulneſle. | corum fe- 
» of Let not the plainneſſe of his doQtrine, the | ©” t, | 
Ss in meannefle of his meſſengers, the ſimpli-' rol pes : 
hey ["-\-"| citie and want of externall pompe in his  4-#; - 
the religion and ſervice, nor the poverty of {j! 7 
uli-/ \ G manys. --—- 4 
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Chriſt __ to be under-valued, 


* Et taude 
defimtumn 
eſt, quod 
u08 deberet 
recips ante? 
deos pro co 
quod noi 
haberet cut- 
| tores « pro- 
þter hoe 
quod Paitt- 
pertatem 
predicarit 
e> elcgtt, 
quam mun- 
ans con- 
temme. 


ther Chriſt having done many wonder- 
full workes, ſhould bee received into the | 


neſle of the inſtrument commends the 


many of his followers, cauſe us to under- 
value and flight Chriſt, as it was ſome- 
time diſputed among the Romares in their 
Councell, uſing to deifie great men, Whe- 


number of Gods. The Hiſtorian faith, 
* It was at laſt concluded, that he ſhould 
not be received among the Gods, becauſe 
hee had no worſhippers, and becauſe hee 
preached poverty which the world deſpi- 
ſeth. How many ſtumble, and take of- 
fence at Chriſt, flight and under.value 
Chriſt, for the ſmall number and low e- 
ſtate of his followers , and for that humi- 
lity, me:kneſſe, ſpirituall poverty which 
the Goſpel reacheth ! But let not us un- 
der-value Chriſt for rhis, but rather ad. 
mirethe fulneſle of Chriſt, inputting ſuch 
power into the plaine' preaching of his 
Word, and ſuch efficacie into the labours 


of his deſpiſed Meflengers, as thereby to| 


convince anJ convert the hearts, and raiſe 
the ſoules of men ; and by weake things, | 
poore things, and things which are not, 
to confound the things that are: The weak- 


power of the ſupremeagent;z the more 


% 


\ 


weep 


1 * 


| prize: Firſt, the knowledge of Chriſt. 


| ledge,” determining to know ? nothing a- 


 Ciriſts knowledge hight t6 be prized. 


$1 


wee looke upon the emptineſle of the in- 
ſtruments which Chriſt uſeth, the more 
cauſe we ſhall haveto admire the fulneſſe 
which he communicateth. 

Foute things there are among many, in 
Chriſt , which wee ſhould very highly 


The wiſedome of Solomon was ſo great, 
that the Queene of the South accounted 
his men happy, that they might daily 
ſtand before him to heare his wiſedome: 
As Chriſt is greater then Solomon, fo is 
their happineſſe greater that may ſt:nd 
before him and heare his wiſedome. It is 
Chriſt thatputsa fuineſſe into our know- 
ledge, as the ſhining of the Sunne in the 
aire, puts a fulneſſe of light into the-eye ; 
therefore Paul made C rift crucified the 
center and circumference of his know- 


mong them, but Chriſt crucified: this hee 
made the = bredth aud length, depth and 
height of his knowledge : this was the full 
latitude of his knowledge, to know 
Chriſt ; and this is © excelent knowltdee, \ 
for the inſtrament, authour, matter, ſub- | 


jeR, fruits and effets of it ; ſaving know- | 


Foure 
chings in 
Chiilt to 


prized. 

_ 
Know- 
l-ege of 
Chrilt. 


y 1 Cor.2z, 
2, 


z Epheſ 3. 


a Phil.3.9] * | 


2 Joh. 17. 3. Secondly, wee ſhould 


_— ———— 


G 2 highly | 


be highly | 


| 


82 Chriſts love bighly to be pr ized. ; 
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2. {highly prize the love of Curisr 
Love of |Jz $US; it is better then Þ wine; no- 
ae :. | thing ſo folaceth , reviveth , and che- 
ze riſheth the ſoule, nothing is ſweet} no- 
thing is ſatisfaRory without it. It could 
> Sam-14. | not < content Abſolox that he was recalled 
32. from his exilement, and had his dwel- 
ling at 7eruſalem, unleſſe hee might alſo 
ſee the Kings face : the preſence of all 
things is as-nothing , unleſle man ſee the 
Kings face, feele the love of Chriſt ; this 
is the life of a good mans life, as Solomon 
1 4 Pco.16.| ſaith of the light of the Kings 4 counte- 
oo nance, 1z the light of the Kings countenance 
& life, and his favour is as a cloud of the 
latter raine, Chriſts love is life quick- | 
ning, acloud watering and abundantly re- 
freſhing the ſoules of all that enjoy him : 
Therefore eſteeme the love of Chriſt: a. 
bove the love/of the creature, as men e- 
ſteeme the love of the King above the 
love of the begger.. . 

; Thirdly, wee ſhould highly value the 
BY: ry communion and miniſtration of Chriſt : 
municati- | T he Sunne filleth the aire with -light, the 
0n200.m-| head filleth the body with ſenſe and mo.- 
of Chriſt, | tion, the Schoole filleth the braine' with] 1, 
Artand Learning, the golden Mine filleth 
the] / 


(Rd Long 
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_ Chriſts communion highly to be prized. 
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Cl AA III 


the ſtore-houſe with treaſure, the feaſt | 
filleth the bungry with meat, and the 
clouds fill the earth with fruit ; 8 all theſe 
are eſteemed for their miniſtration and 
filling : But Chriſt hath a more excellent 
miniſtration, hee filleth with better light 
rhen the Sun, with better Art & Learning 
then the Schoole, with betrer ſenſe & mo- 
tion then the head, with better meat ther 
the feaſt, with better fruit then the cloud : 
He filleth the hungry with good things,with 
ſpiritual and heavenly good things,ſaving 
knowledge, lively faith, fervent love,Chri- 
ſtian patience,true humility and meekneſs, 
even with the whole treaſury of all ſpiritu- 
all good things, evenſuch good things as 
f carnall eye hath zot ſcene, uncircumciſed 
care hath xt heard, nor have entred into 
the unregenerate heart of man : theſe doth. 
Chriſt reveale and communicate by his 
Spirit, and inthis miniſtration ſtands the 
happineſle, glory, and comfort of man; 
Chriſt becomming their fulnefſe,and 5 fil- 
ling allin all, by being the fulneſſe of their 
knowledge, of their faith, of their love, 


e Luke 1. 


fx Cor. 2, 


oftheir peace, of their poſlefſion; without | 


whom all knowledge, faith, love, and 


Whatſocyer elſe, is but an empty thing. 
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84 Chriſts preſence highly to be prized. 
Give then preheminence to Chriſts mini- 
ſtration, above the miniſtration of the 
creature ; as to the miniſtration of corne 
above chaffe, of gold above drofſe. - Oh 
prize the gift of Chriſt above all the gifts 
ofthe world. 
F Fourthly, wee ſhould highly prize the 
The — blefled, ſweet and gracious preſence of 
on Chriſt;asa good ſubjeR doth the preſence 
of Chiiſt. | of his King in his houſe, above all other 
friends; as a wifethe preſence of her hul- 
band above all neighbours. Wee muſt 
not ſo <ſteeme the preſehce of riches, 
honours, friends, or any other endow- 
ments, as wee doethe preſence of Chriſt. 
This Chriſt hath promiſed to his children, 
as their ſtaffe and ſtay, crowne and glory, 
h Mar, 28. prerogative and comfort : Þ Zo (faith hee) 
— oy | Tam with youto the end of the world; with 
FOO] | youasa King among his” people, asa Fa- 


AClorpte EEI” 
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with his flocke, as a Teacher among his 
Schollers. This was ſhadowed by the 
| flerie Pillar that was preſent with Iſrael 
| as a guide, which they followed in their 
ſcyerall campings , as a defence between 
the Campes of Iſrael and the Egypti- 


ther among his children, as a Shepheard | + 


ans : ſo is Chriſt. preſent with: us as a 


| guige® 
f'%, 


we 


— 


| ys - brifts preſence highly to be prized. 


55 


Un, 


guide to direc us in our journies,as a pro- 


tecor to defend us from all our cnemies. 


The Pillar was a cloud by day, and a fire 
by night ro Iſrael : ſo is Chriſt a coo- 
ling refreſhment to his children in the 
ſcorching day of trouble , and a comfor- 
table Lampe of light to dire&t them in 
the night of this world. Inthe fire and in 
the. cloud God was ſcene by Ifrael : in 
Chriſt God is ſcene and knowne as a 
Father of mercies by his children; and this 
preſence of Chriſt with us ſhould wee 
highly eſteeme,as the Traveller doth the 
preſence of the Sunne: This encoura- 
geth, comforteth, ſtrengtheneth , ſariſ- 
fieth, and ſhould accordingly bee high- 
ly prized. Andrhus let us value, prize, 


and preferre Chriſt according to his ful- | 


neſſe, that Chriſt may value us as Schol - 
lers of his Schoole, as Subje&ts of his 
Kingdome , as Lovers of his Truth, as 
Members of his Body, and daily more 
and more fill us with his divine and hea- 
venly fulneſle. 


G 4 CHAP. 


— 


he WF np FEM. | 


86 'Perſwaſion to come to Chriſt, 
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| fs x9 WILL. 


Perſwading to come wnto, and get intereſt 
in Chrifh | 


S all divine and heavenly fulneſle is 
in Chriſt, ſoit ſhould move and per- 
{wade all men to come to Chriſt, to get 
intereſt in Chriſt, to ſecke for all fulneſfſe 
in him. As Hagar went to the full Well, 
'and filled her'emprie Bottle ; ſo let us| 
come to Chriſt, the true and living foun- 
taine, and fill our empty ſoules with the 
fulneſle of his grace. Fulneſſe is the com- 
mon defire of all perſons; the ambitious 
deſires fulnefſe of honours , the covetous 
fulneſle of riches, the voluptuous fulneſſe 
of pleaſures : they are very greedy, and 
irc 56, | can never havei enough of this fulneſle. | 
10. Much more ſhould Chriſtians defire the 
| fulncfſeof Chriſt, the onely trueand de- 
ſirable fulneſſe. As Davids Worthies in 
the day of Davids thirſt, brake through 
the Philiſtian Army, and drew water out | | 
of the well at Bethel: ſo let us in the day of 
our Chriſt, inthe time of our want,breake 
through all impediments, all armies 6f| **.-- 
trouble and /oppoſition raiſed againſt us, 
| and) 
—— 
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| Perſwaſion to come to Chriſt. © 


and come to Chriſt; the Well, whence | 
come the waters of ſalvation. To this 

Chriſt himſelf invites us, k Come #nto mee z 
Come unto me asthe ſick unto the Phyl1- 
cian to heale you of all your finfull ma- 
ladies : Come unto me as the Traveller to 
the Sunne, to fill you with all divine and 
heavenly light, ro guide you in all your 
goings: Come unto mee as the thirſty to 
the living fountaine, to ſupply all your 
wants, to fillall your deſires: Come unto 
me as the Sheepe to the Shepheard, to | 
lead you beſide the ſtill waters, and to; 
feed you in the greene paſtures : Come | 


unto meeas the Chicken to the Hen, to 
hide you under the wings of my protedti-. 
on: Come unto meas the poore unto the | 
rich, asthe Buyer to the Merchants ſhop, 
and buy of mee, * not for price, but by 
prayer, 1 goldtried in the fire, that thou 
mayeſt be rich 3 and white rayment, that 
thou mayeſt bee cloathed ; and eye-ſalve, | 
that thou mayeſt ſee: And thus runnes 
the charge of the Lord by the Prophet, 


' 
| 


c 
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. 
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row 


k Mat.11, 
28. 


* Nor pre | 


cro ſed pre- 
ce. 
I Rev-3-18 


m [00k unto mee, and bee yee ſaved, all yee m Iſa.45. | 
ends of the earth : Looke unto mee with | **: 
' 1 eyes of faith, beleeving in mee and 
my promiſes ; with the eycs of godly for- | 
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Perſwaſion to come-to Chriſt. | 
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n Cant. 2. 
IO. 


| row, mourning for your finnes and offen- 
ces ; With rhe eyes of love, embracing me 
as the husbahd of your ſoules; with the 
eyes of obedience, fearing and obeying 
mee aboveall commanders. Thus looke 
unto mee, and bee yee ſaved; ſaved from 
ſinne, that it {way not over you ; ſaved 
from Satan, thathee rule not within you ; 
ſaved from afflition,that it ſhall not ſwal- 
low you ; and ſaved from the Law, that 
ir ſhall not condemne you. Chriſt mini- 
ſters all ſalvation to them that by a lively 
faith come unto him: this-is the end and 
fruit of Chriſts comming by his Word 
and Spirit to the ſoules of men : 41y n be. 
loved ( ſaith the Spoule) ſpoke unto mee, 
| outwardly by this Word and Miniſters, 
and inwardly by his Spirit, .4riſe up, my 
Love, my faire one, and come away * Riſe up 
from the death of ſinne, as ſometime the 
dead roſeup from the grave; from the dif. 
eaſe of (inne, ignorance, unbelicfe, impe- 
nitencie , as the ſickeariſe from their dif- 
| caſe,and returne to health ; from the ſlecp 
and {lumber, reigne and rule of ſinne, as 
| Peter aroſe from his ſleepe, his fetters, the 
two Souldiers, and came forth of HeFoar 


- / priſon 3 from communion and fellow- 


| ſhip 
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 Perſwaſion to come to Chriſt, y 


8 | 


zar#s roſe aut of his grave from the fel. 
lowſhip of the dead : Riſe up and come a- 
way from the world, carnall acquain- 
tance, and fleſhly delights, as the Bride 
comes away ® from her owne people, and her 


{ometime- Abraham ? came away from 


and from his fathers houſe, unto a land 
which the Lord ſhewed him: Ariſe and 
come away from all finfull pleaſures, as 


Riſe up and come away from all corrupt 
and carnall doctrine, as the prodigall aroſe 
from the huskes and the ſwine, and came 
to his fathers houſe, to cate his fathers 
bread : Riſe upand come away even from 


hinde him: Thus riſe up and come away 
to Chriſt.That man alone comes to Chriſt 
Jeſ#s, who riſeth up from the world, him- 


| .p{g)te,and his own corruptaffeRions: And 


unto him let us come as the lame man 


came to Zetheſda, that we may be healed; 
as 


a> > 


ſhip with corrupt and'carnall men , as La- 


fathers hoaſe, unto the Bride-groome; as | 


his owne countrey, and from his kindred, | * 


oO — 


o Pſal. 45+ 
I Os 


P Gen. 12+ 


Samſon aroſe from Delilahs lap, burſt his ; 


withs aſunder, and came away from her: | 


thy ſelfe, by ſelfe-deniall, and purring off | 
- | thy old man, as ZaFarm roſe up, put a- 
way hisgrave-clothes, and left them be. | 
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Mars neceſsity of Chriſt. - 


Three 
things per- 
ſwading 
ro-come to 


Chrift. 


| ff 
Necetiitie 
of Chriſt, 


q2 King. 
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| the fleſh of the Sonne of man, and drinkes hy || 


as the Elders of Gilead came to Jeptha, 
that we may bepreſerved, protected, de- 
livered ; as the thirſty come to the full 
fountaine, that wee may be filled, and all 
our wants ſupplied. _ (2 

And the more effecually to move and- 
perſwade you to come to Chriſt, faſten | 
your hearts and thoughts ſeriouſly upon 
theſe three things: 

Mans neceſſity of Chriſt , Mans miſery 
without Chriſt: Man is ſpiritually dead, 
and none but Chriſt can raiſe him. The 
life of the ſoule is hid in Chriſt, as the 
life of ithe branch in the root. Gehaz3 
1 with Eliſhals ſtaffe without Eliſha 
himſelfe, could not reſtore the woman of 
Shupems child to life : the Miniſter, with 
che Word of Chriſt without Chriſt con- | | 
curring and - working with him, cannot 
quicken the ſoule that is dead in inne : all 
the inſtruments and meancs of grace leave | 
the ſoule ſtill gracelefſe, unleſfe Chriſt, 
the authour and fountaine of grace, joyne 
his bleſſing to their endevours: r The Sonne | 
quickneth whons he will ;> hee that eates\ not 


bloud, hee that comes not unto, that be- 
leeves not in Chriſt crucified, hath no life 
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—  Manneceſtyof (iſt. 
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in him; ho life of God, no life of grace 
here, ho life of glory hereafter. The life 


life, buta very death: man is dangerouſly 
diſcaſed,no Balme can heale him, no Phy- 
fician cancure him. The art and labour 
of all Phyſicians about the diſcaſed wo- 
man inthe Goſpel, were fruitlefle, untill 
ſhe came to Chriſt Jeſus, The Poole at 
Betheſda cured no man uniefiethe Angell 
moyed in it : the ordinance of God cures 
not, unleſfle Chriſt move in it, worke to 

gether with it; hee alone is the Sunne of 
righteouſnefle , that hath healing in his 
wings, curing the wounds whictrare given 
by fin and Satan. Man 1s poſleſſed by an 
uncleane Spirit, and none but Chriſt can 
cjeR him :the ſoule of manis an uncleane 
dwelling, untill Chriſt takes poſſeſſion 
within him; he rebukes the Divell, & cau- 
ſeth him to depart whom the Dilciples 
cannot ©caft out. David overthrew Go- 
liah, with whom no Iſraclite durſt enter 
combate : Chriſt overthrowes the Divell, 


who, without the power of Clniſt, is in- | 


vincible ; ri#n of himſclfe can no more 
* Svercome him; no more deliver himſelfe 
from him, then the ſheep under Davids 


n_—_— 


of man without faith in Chriſt, is as no| 


cuſtody | 


Mark. F. 


r Mar. IF. 


I Sam\Q1 To 4 


4 


k 


| i 


V; ity of all things \ 


. Mich.6. 


4 


| 


| him. Manis naked, and no garment but 


the Beare and the Lyon. «Man. is blinde, 
in darknefle, and: the thadow of death, 
and no Sunne but Chriſt can enlighten 


Chriſt can cloath and cover him: all other 
garments are but rotten rags, and fading 
leaves, like Adams Figge-leaves, a poore 
and baſe covering. Man is poore, and no 
treaſure but Chriſt can enrich him, all js 
butdung and drofſe beſides Chriſt. Man 


is indebted, and none but Chriſt can make | 


ſatisfaction for him; 4 thouſand Rammes, 
and tenthouſand rivers of Ole , nay, ten 


thouſand worlds, if man were Lord and } 


owner of them, were an inſufficient price 
for the leaſt finne of man : None but 
Chriſt, a price infinite and invaluable, is 


the price of mans redemption. Mani'is | 


empty, and none but Chriſt can fall him; 
the world is a feaſt, the more man feeds 
upon it, themore his hunger is increaſed; 
like the dropfie man, the more” hee drink- 
eth the more hee thirſteth : Chriſt alone 


fatisficth, he gives u water whereof whoſo | 
| drinketh,thirſteth no more. Not the crea: 


ture but the Lord Jeſus is mans fulneſle. 


—| " 


| cuſtody, was able to deliver it ſclfe from 


Man is diſtreſſed, perplexed, tormented, 


= WR 
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| t04 » Rocke that is higher then man, to an 


- | where except in Chriſt: and whar is man 


bg of all things withour Chriſt : What is 


without Chriſt. 


93 


and none but Chrift can quiet him: hee ca- 
ſteth_out the tormenting ſpirit, hee ap 

peaſeth the ſtormy tempeſt, hee calmeth 
the violent and (urging waves and waters; 
he leads him through the ſea of affliction, 


eſtate and condition ſecure and ſafe from | 
all oppoſing power: Endlefſe and eaſclefle 
{ are the ſoules perplexities which comes 
not to Chriſt Jeſus: As Bernard * ſomtime | 
ſaid, He labours in vaine in the acquiſition 
of vertues,that ſeeks them elſewhere then | 
in Chriſt, Thus min labours in vaine 
that ſeekes peace, ſafety, comfort, any 


that wants. Chriſt, but a body without a 
head, adead and idle, a loathlome lump; 


not ſtand; a field without dew, which wi- | 
thers; and a branch without root, abiding 
barren, and haſtening tothe fire. Behold 
then, O man, thy neceflity of Chriſt, thy 
miſery withour Chriſt, and give thy 
ſouleno reſt untill thou art come home to | 
Chriſt. F ng ON. 4 
Faſtenyour thoughts upon the vanitie 


| worldly fulnefſe to him that comes not 


tO} 


— 


a houſe without a foundation,which can-| | 
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x Eccleſ. | tr Chriſt jeſus but var/ty * & vexation of 
FH | ſpiritzabedof thornes, on which hee can- 
* 1 | Dt lleep without terrour ; a way of ſnares, 
ff ma'cr14 it2-whicch hee cannot walke without ſtum» 
37/12), | bling,bruiſing and hurting himſclte; a cup 
poſiidenti- | Of gall, of which hee cannot drink with 
1; 26142 any comfort ; like the waters of Marah 
vir, £0 1ſracl without the tree, burthens op- 
iran preiling,chaines fetrering, arrowes woun- 
»us,pr0;. | Ag, (cas toſſing, and winds ſhaking, are 
tor eros. | all worldly poſleflions to rhem that pol- 
aug. | feflenot Chriſt Jeluss What was Para- 
'- |dife to Adams when hee had deprived 
himſclte of the tree of lite, by eating of 
rhe tree of forbidden fruit , but asawil- 
derneſle of thoraes and briars, a place of |: 
extreame torture and diſquiet © The | 
| worlds choyceſt Paradiſe provesat length 
full of bitrerneſſe ro hin that hath depri- 
* Quid | ved himlelfe of Chriſt Jeſus. a 
proceft di- | ſaith, * What doth that profit the rich man 
way | which hee hath, if hee hath not God 
; | which gave all 2 What ayailes the ha- 
omnie de- | ving of the ciſterne without the fountain? | : 
bee. Thehaving of all things is as nothing , if | 
man baye not Chriſt with them. Happy 
is the min that ſo lookes upon the cfea” | 
tures emptineſle, that he is thereby ſtirred 


1 
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| more worthy 
world: As they ſaid of the Centurion, 


[the lights inthe firmamenr; then all Saints 
and Angels inthe higheſt heavens: In-hiny 
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up to ſecke Chriſt and his fulneſle. 

The excellencie 8&the worth of Chriſt. 
As they ſaid of David, Hee is better, 
then all the Y thuuſands of the 


Hee is * worthy for whom thou ſhalt doe this 
thing : Much more may I ſay of Chriſt, 
Hee is worthy that you ſhould come un- 


tohim $in him are all the load-ſtones of | . 


yertue, power, beanty , and whatſoever 
can be ſpoken;to moyeand draw the ſoule 
of man towards him : In him is wiſe- 
dome furpaſfing the brightneſſe of the 
Sunne, even all the * treaſures of wiſedome 
hidae#: In him is power excelling the 
ſtrength of all ZRockes; hee is not onely 
ſtrong, but Þ ſtrength it felfe : In him is 
honour, tranſcending allthe Kings of the 
earth; for hee isc King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords zhee isd clhathed with honour. and 
majeſty, and covered with light as with a 
garment : In him is beauty excelling: 2h# 
© Roſe of Sharon, and the Lilly of the'valtey; 
heeis the f faireſt of ten thouſand; fairer 
then all the towers of the field,” then-all 
the pretious ſtones of theearth, then all | 


Digaity of 
Chriſt. 
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Excellence and worth of Ciriſh. *\ 


g Epheſ.3.1 
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II, 


ir King. 


IO.1, 2, 


1 Peta. s. 


is 5 riches above all the riches of the 
world, as in the Pearle aboye the droſfle. 
All worldly wealth is but poverty to the 
riches which is in Chriſt: In him are i plea- 
ſures cxcelling all earthly pleaſures, more 
then ever paradiſe excelled the barren 
wildernefſe. All pleaſures are” but for- 
rowes and tortures to the pleaſure which 
the ſoule doth finde in Chriſt. Surely, all 
wiſedone is folly, all power weakneſle, 
all honour ignominy, all beauty deformi- 
ty, all riches poverty, ' all pleaſures an- 
ouiſh, and all fulneſſe emptineſle, in com- 
pariſon of the wiſedome, power, glory, 
beauty, riches, pleaſures, and fulneſle that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. : O therefore-come to 
Chriſt that you may bee enlightned, 
ſtrengthened, honoured, enriched, prote- 
Red, ſolaced, and your ſoules every way: 
filled. O come as the Queene of the 
Sourh came from i farre to Solomon, that 
you may learne his wiſedome. O come| 
as the ſtones in the building to the head 
k corner ſtone,that hee may ſupport youz 
come as the. fubjets come. the .Kings| 
Court, that hee may advance and honour|_ 
youz come--a2s poore men to agolden 

Mine, that hee may enrich you; come as 


Naaman 


* 


Dd. 
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Naaman came to 1 19rdan, that hee may 
ſanRife andcleanſe you: -O come as the 
Prodigall came to his fathers ® houſe, that 
Chriſt may kill the fatted calfe for you, 
feed you with his ordinances, with him- 
ſclfe, with his graces, and: put the robe of 
his rightcouſneſlſe upon. you : O come as 
a diſconſolate man unto his friend, that 
Chriſt may comfort you with the ſweet- 
neſle of his preſence, the ſenſe of his love, 
| and all the comforts of his Spirit: O come 
as the chicken to the henne, that his wings 
may hide and ſhadov! you. Under the 
wings of Chriſt (ſaith * Bernard) foure be- 
nefites are beſtowed upon us; Here wee 
are hidden and proteRted, Here wee are 
refreſhed , Here the ſcorching heat of af- 
| ition is repelled, And here weeare fed 
and nouriſhed. Chriſt (ſaith f zeromie) is 
all things, that hee who for Chriſt hath 
let goe all,a#y. find one for all, and may 
freely ſay, The:Lord is my portion. For as 
Ambroſe ſayd,* We haveall in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt is all things io us: if thou defire 
tobe cured of thy wound, hee is a Phyſi- | 
[cian 3 if thou burne with Fevers, hee is a 
Fauyntajne; ifthou art burthened with_ini- 
quity,heis-righteonſneſle ; if thou want- 
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| from the world and our corruption: Of 


teſt help, hee is ſtrength; if thou feare 
death, hee is life 3 if tou flye from dark- 
neſſe,heeis light; if thou defireſt heaven, 
heeis the way zif thou ſeckeſt food, hee is 
nouriſhment. Therefore to him let us 
come as ſhcep to their Shepheard , as 
captives to their Ranſomer, as children to 
their Father. 

To him letus come,firſt, ſpeedily,with- 
out all delay, as Eagles to the carcaſle. 
As the woman of Shuner n fadled her 
Aſe, and made haſte to the man of God, 
for the recovery of her dead childe : fo 
let us make haſte to Chriſt for the recove- 
ry, life, health, comfort, and welfare of 


-| our poore ſoules ; let us come unto him 
while hee may bee found, and call upon | 


him while hee is neere at hand. As the 
Angell haſted, and oO Lot out' of $0. 
dome, and bid him » haſte to. Zoar, and e- 
ſcape thither : fo let us haſten our ſoules 
out of the Sodome of finne unto Chriſt ; 
O let us with all ſpeed cſcape to Chriſt 


all undertakings man muſt uſe moſt ſpeed 
and diligence to come to Chriſt Jeſus] 
Secondly, to Chriſt let us come fulh, in| 
relpe& of the: terme from whence wee| . 
com 


| and paxe-his nailes, reforme all his out- 


<| ſpe of the Medium by which we come, 
| eyen in.the uſe of all the ordinances of 


<* he. 
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come, from the world and all the vanities | 
thereof. As Abraham? left his Aſſe, and 

all his ſeryants at the foot of the hill be- 
hinde him, and went up to offer his ſonne 


Iſaac tothe Lord: fo let us leave all the | 


vanities of the world behinde ,us, and 
comeand offer our felves to Chriſt, let 
us come from all firne. When a captive 
woman joynes: herlclte in wedlocketo an 
Iſracliriſh1Souldier, ſhe muſt 1 change her 
apparell, ſhave her head, and pare her 
nailespand ſo come to bee joyned in wed- 
lock to her husband : hee that will come 
to Chriſt, muſt change his apparel], put off 
the old man, ſhave his head, remove the 
ignorance and errour of his underſtanding, 


ward wayes, and ſo come to Chriſt. To 
Chriſt let-vs comefelly in reſpect of the 
affeRion with which wee come, with all 
our hearts, and with-all our foules; with 
our underſtanding to krow him, with-our 
wills to chuſe him, with our imaginati- 


ons.to thinke upon him, with our affect. | 


ons to feare, truſt, love and rejoyce in 
him. 'To Chriſt let, us come fa/ly in re- 
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| -- og I- | r fills the hungry with good things Fifth» 
5-Humbly | ly, to-Chrilt let us come 


| comes deceirfully to Chriſt, 8 departs un- 
profitably from Chriſt : He alone eyjoyes 


true holinefſe. Fourthly, to Chriſt let us 


God; and in reſpeR of the 7er 25 whereun. 

to.we come, even unto whole Chriſt; un- 

tothe wiſedome of Chriſt, to bee ' guided: 
by it ; unto the powey of Chriſt, to-depend 

upon it 3 unto the »ighreouſneſſe of Chriſt, 
to bee juſtified by it ; unto the 2er7s of 
Chriſt, to receiveall good things through 
it ; untothe proiſesof Chriſt, to beleeve 
them; unto the commandements of Chriſt, 
to obey them. Heethar corhs*not fully, 


Chriſt, whocomes univerſally ro Chriſt. 
Thirdly,to Chriſt let us come ho/ily. The 
ſtranger under the Law that came to the 
Paſſcover was firſt * circumciſed 5 He that 
comes to Chriſt muſt circumciſethe fore- 
Skin of his heart. There is no acceptable 
appropinquation to: Chriſt Teſs without 


come ſhnwngrily, as a thirſty man to the 
waters :no man is welcome to Chrift, but 
hee-that comes with a holy hunger and 
thirſt. Hee ſtnds the rich empty awiy,, and | 


ly, with a 
lively ſenſe and feeling of our wants; itn 
godly. ſorrow and true repentance; asthe | 

AND: 8 ſervants| 
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ſervants of Benhadad came to the King of 
Iſrael, with uropes about their neckes; and 
ſack-cloth about their loines. Sixthly, to 
Chriſt let us come /ovinely, as the Bride 
| unto the Bride-groome ; Strongly, as the 
waters to the Sea; Joyfwlly, as the rich 
mant6his treaſure z And coyſtamtly, com- 
ming more and more, daily drawing nee- 
rer and neerer urto Chriſt, to a more full 
and perfe& participation and fruition of 
Chriſt and his fulneſle. 

And tothe end wee may all cometo 
Chriſt,and forthe better diſpoſing and fit- 
ting of qur hearts thus*to come to Chriſt; 
wee mult firſt beg ſenſible of our emptineſſe 
without Chriſt, feelce our foules as anempty 
ſtomacke wherein is no meat, as an empty 
lamp wherein isno light, as art empty or 


The people inthe famine being ſenſible 
of the emptineſle and wat of corne at 


the fulnefſe of Egyp | 
truly prize Chriſts fulneſle, that fecles his 
owne emptineſſe. The ſomes of 7ac6b 
went not, out 'of their owne coun. 


trey downe to Egypt for bread;, untill 


they found the want thereof ' xx home: 


'H 4 _©,Man 


withered arme wherein is'no ſtrength. | 


home, came to 7oſeph,with whom was all | / 
t, Hee alone doth | 
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102 - Meanes diſpoſing man 

Man never goes out of himſelfe ro Chriſt, 

tll hee knowes the vanity and emptineſle 

of his owne heart; hee. that knowes: this, | 
| willhaſten hisſoule to Cluiſt, as 7acob ha- 
2. | ſtedhis ſonnes to Egypt. Secondly, wee 
Conſide- | muſt ſee and conſider how Satan doth beſiege 
Ga | 4nd aſſault «5: How, like a man of warre, 
Siege. | hee ſers upon us; how, like a roaring Ly- 
| on hee goes up and downe, ſecking ro de- 
voure us. The Gzbeonites ſeeing thems» 
ſelves beſieged by the Amoritiſh Princes, 
ſent to 7oſua to helpe them. Paul being 
| ſenſible of the bufſtfings of Satan, addrel- 
w 2 Cor. | ſed himſelfe to Godby " fervent and fre- 
32+7-5- | quentſupplication: the ſoule of man that 
feeles Sarans buffetings , is even reſtleſle, 
untill he comes fully home to Criſt reſws; 
| hee flies to Chriſt as a ſheep to the Shep- 
x P..42.2- | heard, driven by the Doggc,and as ax cha- 
ſed and wounded Hart to tbe water brookes. 
Thirdly, wee muſt . bee experienced 14 
| Expati | the inſafficiencie and inabilitie of the crea- 
ence of in-, tHe 20 helpe ws,to ſatisfic us, to make. us 
faticien- | happy. Xoah knowing tharthe? waters 
creature, would Over flow the calrti and that there 
y Gen7. | would bee no reſting place thereupon for 

| his faot, betooke himſclfe unto the Arke, | | 
6 and cntred into it: Mans experience. of | 
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the vanitie and inſufficiencie of the crea- | 
ture,feeling that there is -no reſt nor ſtay | 
for his foot thereon, betakes himſelfe to 
Chriſt, lookes to him, ſeckes for intereſt 
in him , expects all ſafety* from him. 
Fourthly, wee muſt, have anguiſh in our 
hearts for ſinne, bee out of love with our _—— 
ſelves, diſcontent with the naughtineſſe | for 6nze. 
of our hearts. The people that were in 
debt, * in diſtreſſe, & in diſcontent, came | z : Sam, - 
to David, and made him their captaine; | *** *+ 


Man takes no plealugggy Chriſt, till hee 
is diſpleaſed with hin Spril di- 
ſtrefle -and anguiſh "makes.+Chriſt pre. 
tions: hee that knowes the greatneſle of 
his ſoules debt, comes to Chriſt to make | 
payment ;the more bitternetſe man doth 
taſte -in finne, the more ſweetneſle hee | 
doth finde in Chriſt : this makes Chriſt 
very amiable 'and pretious, very fatil- 


factory and joyaus, and fills the ſoule 


with ſuch Jonging after him ,- that as 
Naomi ſaid of Boa\, The man will not 
bee in reſt umill hee hath finiſbed the 
thing / this . day 5 no more is man in any 
reſt untill hee hath finiſhed | this thing 3 \ 


. | untill hee hath wrought home his ſoule| . 
to-Chriſt, as a Mayiner the ſhip —_ 
: Þ | the 
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How to make uſe of Chriſt. 


| fulneſſc of Chriſt 'to him 'that makes: no 
ufe of Chriſt 5 What's a man the better | :J - 


' | thechoyceſt of all prices ; and is even put 


fatisfaction and tranquillity. 


 Cyay, IX. 
Teaching how to make uſe of Chriſt. 


S all divine and heavenly fulnefle in 

Chriſt 2 is it all placed theres Then 
wee muſt make uſe of Chriſt, as the child 
of full breaſts, as the thirſty of a full vel- 
ſell. Chriſts e is nothing to him 
that makeg* f Chfiſt : There #s 4 
price (ſaith's 0807) i the hand of a foole, 
| but hee hath no heart to uſe it : There is a 
tranſcendent fulnefſe in Chriſt, and hee is 


into the hands of men; but mahy 


therefore hee doth not profit them. "What 
is the fulneff& of the Sunne to the blinde 
that doth ot ſceby it? the fulneſſe ofthe 
fountaine to 1im that doth-nor drinke of 
it * the folnoffe of the feaft to hint that 


doth not feediupon it ? and what is the 


the Haven of all peace and ſafety, of all 


have no heart to make 'uſe of him, and | 


for alocke , if ix hath not a key touſe it | 


withall * 
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How to make uſe of Chriſt. 

withall 2 Ic isnot a trade, but atrade well 
followed ; it is notland, but land well til- 
led that maintaines men, that makes men 
rich :Itis not Chriſt, bur Chriſt well uſed 
that maintaines the ſoule, that makes the 
ſoule rich. = Behold (ſaith Solomon) that 
which 1 have ſeene, it is & comely 
for ont #8 e4te and drinks, and to tnjoy the 
good of all his labour that hee taketh under 
the Sunne,all the dayes of his life which 
God giveth him, for it is hu portion.” Every 
man aiſo to whom God hath given riches 
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and wealth, and hath gen him power to 
eate thereof, and to take hit portion, and 10 
rejoyee in his labour, this is the gift of God. 


then all meat and drinke; it is a rarer gift 
of God tomakeuſeof Chrift, and to en- 
joy the good of Chriſt, all the*dayes'of 
his life : this isthe portion of a Chriſtian, 
of a'gracious and ſandified ſoule indeed: 
Astherefore the' healehy man makes uſe 
of his mear , and is ſtrengthened z'the fick 
man makes uſe of his phyſicke, atid is 


weapott; and overcommeth ; the 'Mer- 


| - | chantmaketh uſe of histrade, ons 


rich yt: Thus lerusingkeuſeof Chrit 
| 2 2% that 


Chriſt is a rarer portion'theh all wealth, | 


healed; the Souldier makerh uſe:of his! + 


| 


| 


| 


as | 


How tomake uſe of Civiſt 
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_ | that our ſoules may bec healed; ſtrengehe- 


ned, made viorious, and ſpiritually en- 
'riched. Some men live by their wits, 
ſome by. cheir lands, and ſome by their 
trades: the Chriſtian lives by his- Chriſt, 
Of Chriſt therefore letus make uſe in our 
Underſtandings, to fill us with the know. 
ledge of Gods will inall wiſedome, to re- 
ceive all our direRtion from him, as the 
traveller maketh uſe of the Sunne'to guide 
him. Of himlerus make uſe in our 2fe- 
ditations, thinke upon him as:the Bride in 
her thoughts makerh uſe of the Bride- 


- | groome; let the thought of Chriſt bee 


frequent and pretious, and the meditation | 
of Chrjſt Þ ſweer w3nto ws. Of him let us 
make uſe by our Faith, depending upon 
him as the houſc upon the rocke, caſting 
our ſelves, our .care and burthen upon 
himz as the childe upon the parent, hiding 
our ſelves under the ſhadow of his wings; 
as the chicken under the wings of the hen, 
reſting upon him for a ſupply in all our 


| 


wants, fora deliverance in all diſtrefles, | 


ging him in ſtead of all in the abſence| 
of al 


help deriving and- drawi 
more and 9 from bis fulneſſe, as h . 
thirſty draw waters out of the, Well by 


the 


of 
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*| or conferre,it doth not reliſh wel with me, 


How to make uſe of ( briſt. 


the bucket, and as the branches draw NOu- 
riſhment from the roots. Ot him let vs 
make uſe by our Love, loving him as the 
Father begefting, the Ranſomer redec- 
ming, the Phyſician healing, the Husband 
marrying, and Treafure enriching Our 
ſoules. Of him let us make uſe i» our Toy, 
rejoycing in him as the wiſe men in the 
Starre, with anc exceeding great joy. Of 
him letus make uſe i» oxr peace and proſpe- 
rity, looking 'on himas the authour of all 
our happineſle , as the Sunne that puts a 
fulnefle ihto all the lights of our comforts, | 
as the Sunne puts a fulneſlſe into the ſtarres: 
without Chriſt all is empty, as a withered 
branch without the root : all is bitter as 
the waters of Harah without the tree. 
Of him let us make uſe in our hearize, 
preaching, prayer, conference; him let us 
heare, him let us learne, of him let us 
ſpeake, him let us fet forth. * Bernard 
ſaith, Allthe food of the ſoule is dry, if it 
bee not putinto this oyle; it is unſavory it 
it beenot ſeaſoned with this falt : if thou 
writeſt, it doth not reliſh with mee; unleſſe | 


I read) = s us there: if thoudoeſt difpute 


} aut conſt- 
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* Aridus 
eſt omazs | 
aria Cie 
bus, f non 
oleo zjto in- 
ſunditur : 
inſipidus 
eſt fs non 
hoc ſale 
Condithr : 
ſs ſcribas, 
non ſapit 
mihi, zif 
lezero 16; 
leſuims 
djſputes, 


25,207 ſa- 
pit multi, 
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unlefle J's 5 y s ſound there : if- we make 


nor |. 


| ibz Jeſus. 
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| 108 Flow to make uſe of Chriſt. | 
not uſe of Chriſt Jeſus, -our uſe of Gods 
ordinance is fruitleſſe. Of Chriſt let us | || | 
make uſe iz our diſtreſſes, as Noah made|}j | 
uſe of the Arke in the deluge, to ſupport 
us; as the Gibeonites made uſe of Joſua in 
the ſiege,to helpe us, to deliver us; as Ha- 
gar madeule of the Well when her bottle 
was empty, to fill ys. O let not Chriſt 
| bee tous as Kthers ſword to him which 
| hee drew not, uſed not ;as wealth to ma- 
| ny to whom God gives not power to 
| eate, as a Cordiall to him that doth not 
receive it, ora garment to him that doth 
not put it on; but let us every way make 
JW uſe of Chriſt: make uſe of his wiſedome 

| to guide us, of his power to uphold us, of | 
\ his dominion to awe us, of his majeſty 
{ - | to humble us, of his puritie to make us 
1  }vileinourowneeyes, to ſhame us for our 
uncleanneſſe, to worke us to holineſle; of 
his juſtice to drive us from finne, of his 
|righteouſneſſe tocloath us and cover our 
A | | ſinnes, of his mercie to pardon us, of his 
| ove tocomfort us, of his preſence toen- 
courage us,of his fulneſle to ſatisfie us, of 
his Word to feed us, of his Sacraments 
to confirme us, of his death to mortifie | 
our luſts, of his reſurreRion to quicken 
| OUT | 
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Huo to make uſe of Clviſt. 10g 


4 ||| | our ſoules, of his ſufferings to ſuffer] | 
us with patience , of his interceſſionto ſettle | 


L 


de| || | us in the aſſurance of the pardon of our 
rt ſinnes , and eſtabliſhment of the love of 
in God on our ſoules; of his commande-! 
a. ments as of a ſpurre to quicken us in his; 
le ſervice, and as of a bridle to reſtraine 
iſt us from what is forbidden ; of. his pro- 
ch miſes as of a rocke to ſuſtaine us, as of 
a- a load-ſtone to. draw us, as of a light | 
to in darkneſſe to comfort us, and as off : 
ot | | |a ſpring in the day of drought to re-| 
th freſh and fill us. Excellent is the uſe of 
ce | | | Chriſt Jeſus to the ſoules of all true 
16 Chriſtians ; it extirpates all cares, diſpel- 
of | | | leth all feares, evacuates the minde of | 
ty diſtraQing thoughts and diſturbing paſ-] - 1 
Us fions, {weetens all eſtates, mitigates all| 

ur ſorrowes, facilitateth all burdens , and ex-. 
of hilerates the whole man. Very great is 
is | 1 | the ſoules happineſſe which makes a true, 
Ir full, andconſtant uſe of Chriſt Jeſus. 
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Perſwaſims to full andconſtant Ws. . 


| 
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| | #5 H A P. Ke bs. 
= wading to full and conflant acquie- 
cence in Chriſt. 


A Sthere is all fulneſle in Chriſt,ſo all 
Chriſtians muſt worke their hearts 
to a holy, gracious, full and conſtant ac- 


quieſcence in Chriſt, ro ſtay on Chriſt, 


co quict and content themſclves in and 
with Chriſt, never declining trom Chriſt, 
never ſtepping out, nor going aſide. from 
Chriſt toany other helper ; but as the eye 
doth quiet it (elfe in the fulnefs of the light 
of the Sun,and looks tor no other lightzthe 
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the rock, and looks out for no other foin- 
dation to build upon: So let us quiet our 


ſelves in Chriſt, and looke for no' other, | 


guide, no other ſupporter, no other hel- 


| per, no other comforter, no other Saviour. | 


As old Jacob ſometime ſaid.of 1oſeph,it i 
f enouzh, Joſeph is yet alive, Iwill goe and 
fee him: fo let us ſay, Itis enough, Chriſt 
liveth, Chriſt reigneth, Chriſt hath ful- 
nefſe, wee will goe to him, ſtay on him, 


' | fatiate anddclight our ſoulesin him: This: 
_ Lord requires, Hee © that welt FR 
dV Ree , 


builder quicts himſelfe in the ſtrength of |. 


l- 


= Mequieſeencein Chriſt. 1+. 
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God. Asthe houſe in the Parable ſtayed 
upon- the- rocke when the windes - did 


| blow,and the waves did beat: thus in the 


windes and waves of all trouble,ler'us ſtay 
on Chriſt without wavering ; to. this the 
Lord gives many ſweet encouragements, 
hTruſt in the Lord withafull, a quiet , a 


compoſed and reſolved minde, and doe 
| good, live graciouſly, walke holily, keepe 


cloſe-to God, ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the 
land; thou ſhalt not bee diſmayed with any 
feares, nor grow impatient with troubles, 
nor bee overcome with ſorrowes, nor re- 
moved from thy ſtation, but verily thou 
ſhalt bee fed, thou ſhalt enjoy every: ne< 
ceſſary good thing with a ſettled, quiet. 8 
contented minde: Delight thy ſelfer alſo in 
Lord,as achildeinthe father; as a-wife in 
the husband, as a rich manin his ttreaſu- 
ry; delight thy: ſclfe in the commande- 
mentof God as in the light which guides 
thee,:in the promiſe of: God: as/in- the 
ſtaffe which ſuſtaines thee, in- the favour 
of God as in the warmeſt Sunne:-that:ever 


--| ſhinedupon thee, inthe attriburesof God 


aSin'the branches ſhadowing, andiſtreams 
— I refreſh- 


© —. 


darkaieſſe and hath #0 light, let him ſlay 
upon the Lord, and truſt in the name of his: 


| 


| 


| 


Verſe Pa 


_ 


Acquitſeence in Chriſk, © \ | 


verſe 5. 


verſe 7. 


| ently for him; thaug 


jto make 'a way forthy fouleto eſcape ; 


refreſhing thee: Thus delight thy felfs in| . 
the nn hee ſhall giye thee Al carts 
deſirez he ſhall fully anſwer all thy holy 
and gracious deſires, when thou haſt thus 
fully committed thy ſelfe unto him, and 
quiered thy. ſelfe with him :. Commit thy 
way alſo tothe Lord, receive all thy direi- 
on from him, doe all according to his pre- 
(cription,leavethe iſlne of all to his diſpo- 
ſition, and he ſhall bring it to paſſe, give it 
ſuch an iſſue as ſhall be greatly for, 'thy 
comfort :"-Reſt-inyhe Lord. aud wait pati- 
h-chou ſuffer many 
evils, doe not repine; doe not limit nor 
preſcribe God, doe not ftep afide-from 
God to any forbidden helpes, fuppreſle 
the tumults of thy heart, ' and. wait as 
Noah did for the abatement of the-wa- 
ters, and comming: of the Dove, quiet 
thy ſelfe-in'Thriſt ;fooke upon the au- 
thoritie -of Chriſt,rb;"diſpenſe all as hee 
pleaſeth 3 upon the, wikedome of Chriſt, 


upon the power of Chriſt , to 'dehver 
thee zuponthe preſence of Chriſt, to mi«| , 
nifter” encouragement to thee 3 -upon the 


eſtateunto thy ſoule; upon the —— 
s of 


loveof Chriſt, to-ſweeten the bittereſt| 


Conſolation of Chriſte fueſſe. 


13 ; 


of Chriſt, neves to forſakethee; upon the | 
happines of cleaving cloſe to Chriſt,cbogh 
althe world opyole thee; and. upon the 
abundant fulneſfe that Chriſt is: to: thy.| 


from thee, and thou-ſhalt ſolace and ſtay 
thy ſelfe upon. Chriſts fulneſle, with a full 
acquieſcence. 

From the fulneſſe of the-Lord ] = su $ 
flowes a full-fountaine. of: conſolation. to 
the ſoules of all beleevers, conſolation, a- 
gainſt all externall wants,: He cannot bee 
poore that. hath Chriſt, in whom is all 
tulneſſe; when hee is ſpoyled of all, hee.| 
hath an. abiding. ſubſtance. . Chriſt is. the, 
Sunge in whomis all light, the. Pearle; in, 
whom/is all worth, the Tree on, whom, | 
grows all fruit: The Soule whichiscſpour 
{ed, to the heire, of all things., hath, no 
cauſe to. complaine of Os riches,: 
hee thatenjoyes Chriſt, and diſtracts him, 
ſclfe about worldly abilities., knowes..nor 


tionwhich God: hath givcn..him, having! 
a feaſt of fat things, a rich jewell, aliving 


ſpring, a-glorious Sunne at. home, ſeckes | 
abroad far huskes; to.feed. him, drofle..ro 


ſoule,. when all other things, are taken | 


his own happineſlez under-valpesthe por: |. 


Conſolari- 
ons flow- | 


ing from 
Chriſts 
fulneſle. 


| 


encich him,aglow-worme to warme him, 
| I 2 and 


pr 


| 114 Conſolations of Chriſts) fubuſſe, | 


| carnall friends, earthly peace, and world- 


| tefie, a man that hath Chriſt, hath that 


| oppoſing powers: ig Chriſt is all fulneſle; 


and ditch and dirty water to quench the] 
thirſtthat is within him. What is the vin- 
tage of ©Abiezer to the gleanings of E- 
phraim ? the onions and garlicke of E- 
gypt to the grapes of Canaan 7 Is Phay- 
phar like Jordan ? Is the btoken ciſterne 
like the fountaine?. The fulneſle of the 
world to the fulneſs of Chriſt is nothing :| 
hee that hath Chriſt, hath the richeſt por- 
tion, though he have nothing beſides him. | 
Here is conſolation againſt the want of 


ly comforts: though Sul cannot be merry 
without a Fidler, {hab without Nabeths 
vineyard, Haman without Hordecays cour- 


which makes him merry without all theſe, 
If Plato could tellthe Muftciansthat Phi. 
loſophers knew how to dine and ſup with-|. 
out them, much more they who enjoy 
Chriſts fulnefle, know how to. ſolace 
themſelves in the 'abſence of earthly 
comforts. Here is conſolation againſt all 


hee is a Shepheard able to deliver his 
flock from the Beare and the Lyon , hee 
is a wall of fire able to defend his citizens] ** 
and burne their enemies, hee isa _—_ 

able 


— 


* 


ſeparable ujuon. 


able to reſcue- his Spouſe, and deſtroy 
them that make warre on her, as David 
reſcned his wives,: and deſtroyed the £1- 


walckites that catriedthem away ' cap» 


tives. Here is: conſolation againſt all 
ſoule- infirmities; in Chriſtis all fulneſle, 
fulnefſe of-mercie to pity and pardon us, 
fulneſſe of power to ſtrengthen us,fulneſſe 
of grace tq heale. us, fulneſſe of love to 
ſolace us; fulneſleof peace. to quict us, and 
the fulnes of all goodnes to perfect us, The 
Lords ſervants ſhould not bee ſo much de- 
jeted with the thought of their owne 
emptineſſe and weaknefle, as revived and 
cheared -with 


L 

fulneſle; . -; - .- 
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Declaring the:inſeparable union of Chriſt's 
1w0 natures in one perſon. ÞO1 


if &1 HE third thing in' theſe words isan 
>. a, 'dwelleth,an a; of permanencie 
and duration, . expreſſing the inſt 
union between the two natures of Chriſt 


-| in oneperſon, the divine, dwelling in the 


humane;Man i dwells i»: Chrift and God by 
SE >= 


.the meditation of Chriſts | 


rable. 


faith 
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| an inſeparable uniox. ' The pillar which 


| buttone-perſon; therefore" cited 11mmnia- 
| 441, God with uu, or, Go4 mintte fleſh; no- 
| ririg_ the union of his' tw '(reitures/in one 
* _ | perſon, andhis/6ffice of cediation be. 


farch as by an infirument;' by! love as 
by a witneſſe of 'his ſocierie and com- 
mation with God :atd Jeſus Chriſt. 
God and Chrift dwell in 'men by-grace' 
1nd heavenly effedts; regeneriting the 
hearts of men, - enliveningthe 'foules of | 
meo, graciouſly reigningand ruling with- 
inthem,plentifully miniftring all ſpiritual 
and heavenly'gifts-unto-them:'k Hee "tht 
fitteth on the throne (ſaith Saint 'Fohn) ſhall 
dwell among them; they: ſhall enjoy.-his 
graceand favour here, and his glory here- 
after, The Godhead dwells 3/the hu. 
wane nature-of Chriſt -by-petſonall ;and 
perpetugllunionof both matures ;/and this 
is the dwelling here ſpoken of: Whenee 
wee lce, that 

Chriſt is God and man in one perſon by| 


conducted acl; wes  a."fixe.and: cn 
cloud, yet both þitone- Pillar: Chriſt the 
great conductor and guide of Gods I(-]- 
reel /is God ant Nkewife man ;yetin both 


, / 


* J ” 


tween God and Mn, being the 2 


\ 


__ falva-| 


, [The Apoſt 
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\{alvation both temporall and ecternall to 
the ſoule and body.of man. The Temple 
was a type of Chriſt, ſtone without, and 
gold within:: Chriſt was fleſh withour, 
according to his humane nature z full of 
replendene glory, and divine majeſtic 


!avichin, in reſpeR of his divine nature . 


In the'Temple the glory of God appea- 
red, the Temple was fled with it : N the 
flſh'of Chriſtthe God-head inhabiteth , 
moſt gloriouſly repleniſhing it; Them Word 
(layth Saint John) was made fleſh,and dwelt 
among us , and wee beheld hwglory,as the 
glory of the onely begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. The Word was 
-madefleth, notby bare and naked: inhabi- 
tationiinthe fleſh; :preſence with the fleſh, 
affefionto the fleſh, or grace and dignity 
conferred on the fleſh, not by converſion 
of the word into fleſh, or commixture -of 
the Word with the fleſh; butby theal. 
.ſamption of our fleſh into .the :unitic: of 
his'perſon, the:hypoſtaſis- or ſubſiſtence 
ofthe Sonne, 'being made, the hypoſtaſis 
or ſubſiſtence of the fleſh afſumed.,'the 
fleſhſubſiſting inthe perſon of the Word. 
le makes mentionof the Sonne 


m Iohn 1. 


n Heb.1o. 


5. 


thus, ſpeaking tothe Father," Sacrifice and 
| I 


4. offering 


bi 


S” 


_—_—————— 


by . 


— 


— 


Inſeparable union. | "MN 


offering thou wouldſt not, but 4 body haſt 
thou fitted me, by incarnation, by uniting it 
to myperſon : and this union is not a union 
of two perſons inone Chriſt, but of two. 
natures in one perſon the ſubhiſtence of 
the word is ſo communicated to the fleſh, 
that the Word and fleſh are one iper- 
ſon, the naturall properties and operations 
of both' natures remaining diſtin and 
withour'- confuſion : the divine and hu+ 
mane nature are both united, the humane 
nature is aſſumed, thedivine nature. is the 
aſſument; not the perſon but the nature of 
man, not man butthe humanitic. is taken 
by Chriſt into the unitic of his perſon; 
otherwiſe hee ſhould not bee one but two 
perſons, not one but:two Chriſts:. 'The 
Scripture therefore. calles him Davids 
o Fopne, and Davids Lord, becaulc hee is 
both God and Man in one perſon-:; And 
| this union is without- mutation of. the di- 
vine Perſon; without diviſion, confuſion, 
or ſeparation of the natures 3; theunionis | 
everlaſtingly permanent. Of this-Chriſts 

- | appearing to the Fathers of old in the 
ſhape of man,were Preludiums 8& $ymbols: 
| and this was allo typified by the Taber- 

nacle of 24oſes in the Deſert, that beir 


type! 


od 


ous Ah. 
- 


\ 


(Þriſts exaitation. 


-tures,allMen and Angels : Saints and-An- 
gels are one; with God: and Chriſt by 
- gracious qualities, conſent: of will and 0- 


mane nature of Chriſt is one- with his.di- 


-pinion,and myſticall conjunRion; the hu- | 


vine perſori by a more tranſcendent, emis | 
| nent, and- immediate conjunQtion, being | 
aſſumed into the unity of his perſon. 7o- | 


ON, | 


ſeph was exalted above his brethren, a- 
bove allthe Nobles in the Court of 2ha- 


| 740h : Chriſt, even accordingtothe fleſh, 
. is exalted ;above all men, yea, above all | - 


that 


the Angels, the choyceſt Nobles,of him | 
F-254 | 


{ 


"9 | 


type of Chriſts aſſuming our fleſh, and | 
dwelling amongſt us as in a Tabernacle. 
The 2 Sean vas a teſtimony of Gods 
preſence: with his people: ? God by his|pLukr. 
Sonnemade fleſh, doth teſtific himſelfe | 737879: | 
to bee-gracjouſly preſent with us. The 
people: came to, the Tabernacle to wor- | 
ſhipÞ,invocate and offcr their Sacrifice un- 
{ to God: God will not bee invocated and 
| adored by man, but.in and through Chriſt 
manifeſted in the fleſh of man. | 
And- it- was neceſfary that Chriſt | 2 Grounds 
ſhould be God and Man in oneperſon: . | *<* 
Integard of the exaltation of the hu- Dy. 
mane nature of Chriſt above all creas | c.altaci- 


4 
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( brifts exaltation. _ 


that is the King of kings. From this per- 
fonall union, is derived an incomprehen. 
ftble_ communicarion of all divine and 
'S heavenly gifts to the humane” nature of 
 \fqPſas 7- | Chriſt, anwnition above 1 all bis fellowes , 
| like that of Toſephto Benjamin, five times 
| 45 g004,, many degrees 'more : excellent 
| thenrthat which is beſtowed or his bre. 
thren, whether Angels or Men, the Spi- 
rie being given unto. him ® above 
+ 10h.3.34 | meaſure, having all heavenly fulneſſe, like 
_ |thefulneſſe of light in the Sunne, or-wa- 
| tersinthe Sea. From this union the hu- 
|. mane nature obtaines the honour-of ado. 
4 & » | rationzyet not of the fleſh as-fleſh; but of 
| the Gol-head in the fleſh, the God-head 
| and'the manhood making but one perſon 
Tb in the Sonne ;/'/and hee is ſai@to'bee: ſer 
| downe at the right hand of 'God, be#ng 
FHeb.7-4. | made ſormuch better then the CAngels as 
hee hath by inheritance obtained a more ex-| 
38} cellent name'then they; the Angels bei 
| ſervants, Chriſt a Sonne, both by eternall 
| generation, and hypoſtaticall union. | 
2. | 'Inregardof mans falyation. ' Such was 
Mans fal-- mans neceflitie of Chrifts incarnation, of 
1360 | his alfuming mans fleſh intotheunity of |«|| . 
i Ie that hee could not'bee _ 
6” ut 
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| and'Man in opeperſon. Firſt, the'Majefty 
|-of God, the poverty and-indigencie of | 


[and confirmation; they themſelves com- 
[pared with Gad, arent u purein his fight, 


 M ans fatvation. 


but by ſuch aRedeemer/as was both 'God 


bee reſtored, required that mans 'Redee- 
mer ſhould bee God: Such is the Maje- 
ſt, of God, thar none could -interpoſe 
himfelfe, buthee that iis one with the 'Va- 
therzthe Angels could not, they them- 
ſelves have need of a mediator of *union 


|:man,the/greatnefle of the evill robeere- | / 
| moved, ahdthegreatncſle of 'theigood to 


and therefore they cover their faces: 
how much leffe can man doe it, 'when 
notone of them iS *« righteous; The evill 
tobe takenaway,finne and the conſcquents 


 (-6f finne, the'wrath of God, the power 


of Saran, -deeth temporall and eternal, 


| are adiſcaſe of+that 4ifficultic, that none 
|-cancure it,2fixe ofthat heatthatnone can 
| «ndure"it, a biirthen 'of that'weſght that 


[nohe'can ſtand under it, but hee that 'is 
ommnipotent:: for'by whoſe 'paſſion 'can 
| the offence of an infinite Majeſtie'/bee ex- 
| piated;butby his whois alſo Infinite 2 By 


* [4whoſt jnterceflion en the' wrath'of "God 


the ' beſt 


 |beappeaſed, burby his 'who is 


i 


beloved |. 
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y 2 Cor.s. 


\ beloved Sonof God? By whoſe ſtrength 


| | menthe ſonnes of God by. grace, burthee| 
| thatis:the Sonne of God by nature? Who |. 


whom the. Spirit of God proceedethy | 


can Satan, with al! the. powers of dark-| 
neſle, bee vanquiſked;; but by his who. is 
ſtronger then all the Divels?, Who can 
overcome! death; but, hee that hath the 
power of death 2: The good thingsto bee | 
reſtored, are, perteR righteouſneſle; ado- 
ption, the image of God, the gifts of the 
Spirit, life cternall, and the like: Now 
whocanmake man righteous, but hee that 
is Righteouſneſle it ſelfe £ Who can make 


can reſtore: us- to, the, image of God, but 
hee thatis the inviſible. image of God? 
Whocangiye us the Spirit, but hee from 


And. whocan give man. cternall life;; but 
heethatis life itſelfe £ And thus jt beho- | 
ved man$sredeemerto be'God. of 

Secondly, the Juſtice of, God (which as 
it leaveth-nort ſinne. unpuniſhed, fo it:pu- 
niſheth it not but in that nature which hath 
ſinned) fequired that hee ſhould bee man: 
And thus'hee that knew ? no ſnne', was 
made ſinnt for us, that wee might bee made 
the rightrouſneſſe of Godin him, And hee 


muſt bee God and Man in one perſon, that 
Boyd | .; .. neet - 


— 


| | ceflitie thatthe fulnefle of the Godhead 
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hee might bee a_ middle man berweene” 
God and Man, and doe the things which 
were to bee performed with = God , and 
alſo with men. And thus there -was a ne+« 


ſhould dwell in the humane nature of 
Chriſt,and that hee ſhould bee God 2nd 
man in one perſon. _ 

Doth Chriſt dwell in mans fleſh? Hath 
hee aſſumed mans nature intothe unity of 
his perſon © thenbehold the honour of 
man,how wondroufly Chriſt hath exalted 
the nature of man : Man that by his finne 
hath made himſelfe extremely baſe and 
ignominious,is'exceedingly honoured by 


Chriſt Jeſus, even aboveall the reſidue of 


z Heb.5.1, 


uſe. 
The honor 
and cxal- 
tation of 
mans na- 
rure. | 


the creatures : for hee tooke not oz him the 
a nature of Angels, but the ſeed of CA bra- 
ham. Hee often.uſed the Angels as his 
miniſters and inſtruments, but tooke them 
not into the unity of his perſon: they have 
indeed a neere and ſweet communion with 
him, but the nature of man alone hath the 


| prerogative and glory of being one with 


Chriſtperſonally, Ambroſe ſaith ,* God, 
the Sonne of God hath given this honour 


©| and djgnitie to the humane nature, that 


God and man ſhould bee one perſon: 
H- Great 


jk Heb. 2, 
116, 


hinc &+ di- 
g14'atem 
humane . 
nature De- | * 
us, Dei fi- 
lis Ccontri- |. 
buit ut De. | 
us & homo 
na perſona 
eſſe. 
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Mans haour and exaltation. | 
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Greatis the honour that comes to man 
by Chriſts iacarnation; it 1s onely the 
Lord Jeſus. that makes man honourable 
and glorious: the Sunne is the glory of 
.the world, the head is the glory of the 
| body , the *crowne is the: glory of the | 
King, the flower is the glory of the gar- 
den, Þ Childrexs children ({aith Solomon) 
are the crowne of old men, and the glory; of 
children are their fathers : but whenall is 
done, the glory of a Chriſtian is Chriſt 
Jeſus ; hee. that commeth neereſt . unto 
Chriſt,and is moſt entirely.united to him, 
isofallperſons the moſt honourable and: 
glorious. Thele are ac royall Prieſthood, a; | 
choſen generation, a peculiar people, called | 
out of darkneſſe into a marvelous light.. 
Women ſuppoſe it a-great glory to. bee 
taken into. wedlocke by rich men and 
Nobles; Men repute it a high, hogouro 


be received.into thefayourand fellowſhip | 


of Princes,, Servants have high thoughts 
of their being made companions of their 
Lords and Maſters; but true glory, full & | 
abidingglory commeth unto. man, by his 
being received of Chriſt,byhis having uni- 


' | on & communion with Chriſt : - hee alone |: 


eat 


is truly. honourable: and cverlaling'y 
| noble 


4 
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Mans honour and exaltation. 


noble, that hath Chriſt graciouſly dwel- 
ling in hins 3 he hath the honour of 44 Sonne 
of God by regeneration-and adoption, the | 
honour of a < friend of God for Gods fa- 
miliar and full imparting of his mind and 
ſecrets to him, the honour of 4 * Conque- 
rour for the victory which Chriſt gives 
him over the Divell, the world, and his 
owne corruption ; the honour of a> $porſe * 


for Chriſts ſpirituall wedlock with him , |. 


the honour of a Þ heire for his free parti- 
cipation of all the good things of his hea- 


venly Father, and the honour of 4i Kizg | ; 


for the ſpirituall dominion which hee hath 
over himſelfe and the world. Were man 
ſenſible ofthe honour that comes by the 
participation of Chriſt Jeſus, hee would | 
neverſo ſtrive for worldly honours, nor 
entertaine ſuch diſhonourable thoughts of } 
the wayecs of Chriſt and his ſervans. | 
The ſtate of that man: doth ever at laſt 
prove moſt diſhonourable and baſe, that | 
thinkestoenoble hinmſelfe without Chriſt. 
Joſeph brovght his brethren, and preſen- | 
tedthem to Pharaoh King of Egypt; hee 
accepted / them , bad them dwell i the 


* beſt of the land, and commanded that | c. 


the men of ativity among them ſhould | ; 


" 
be 
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Honour haw maintained. 


be rulers over hi tatell: through Chriſt 


| wee come nigh to the great King of hea- 


ven and earth, hee accepts us, hee: be- 
ſtowes his beſt bleſſings upon. us, and 


Mans care 
ro preſerve 


- | his honor. 


L Tud. 7. 


m lud. 16, 


n Eccl. IO, 
17- 


0D 


makes us ſpirituall rulers over all worldly 
vanities, and our owne affctions. Very 
great is the honour that God diſpenſeth 
unto man through Chriſt- his 'Sonne. 
And O - how great . ſhould the care of 
manbee that is thus honoured by Chriſt, | 
not todiſhonour himſclte, by wallowing 
like a ſwinein the mire and fich of fiane, 
by bowing downe tothe world as Gzde- | 
035 | thouſands to the waters, by enthral. 
ling himſelfe to the: Divell and his owne 
luſts, as ſometimes Dalla cut off Samp- 
ſoxsm lockes, and made him a ſlave torhe 
Philiſtines.”O man doe not diſhonourthat 
nature of thine , which Chriſt hath ſo ho- | 


| noured, doe not debaſe that which Chriſt 


hath exalted, doe not unite and joyne thy 
ſelfe - in communion . with: the Divell, 
and the dung and drofle of the world , 
Chriſt having taken mans nature '1nto 
the unitie of his perſon, as a pledge of 
thy future' exaltation; doe: not ' bow 
downe thy ſoule and exalt thy luſt; as | 
Solomon {omctimes ſaw n ſervants on —_— 
: acke 


| 


th 


|backe and: Princes walking on foote. 


| which Chriſt hath aſſumed abides un- 


 Hmour how maintained. 
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But as:Chriſt hath honoured thee, ſo 
maintaine thy dignity and ſpirituall glory, 
by purging thy ſelfe from ſinne, as a living 
ſpring doth purge ir ſelfe from pollution; 
by contending mightily againſt all the op- 
poſitions of grace, as a Souldier inthe day 
of battle;by being induſtrious in the works 
of holineſle, as hee that labaurs for great 
wages :a Chriſtians labour is his honour ; 
by ſhining as the Sunne with light , by 
being full as the tree with fruit, by aboun- 
ding as the ſea with waters. Asthe nature 


changeably united to the perſon of the 
Sonne ; ſo 9 ab:de with Chriſt , in atten- 
dance on his ordinances,in faith in his pro- 
miſes, inlove to his truth, and in obedi-' 
ence to his precepts: As the aflumed na- 
ture is aſcended fromthe earth to heaven, 
ſo raiſe thy thoughts and afteRions ? from 
the things below to the things above; aſcend 


loveand longing to the things which are 
ſpirituall : As the aſſumed nature hath no 
ubfiſtence butin the perſon of the Sonne, | 
ſo have thou no dependance upon any 


continually by meditation, by faith, by.| 


Manner 
how man 
maſt pre- 
lerve his 
honour. 
Now elt di- 
gm wt 14 
ae exigas 
henorem 
tnde vefi- 
25 laborer 
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\hing but on Chriſt alone; let him 4 bee af 
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| 18 UnimwithGod mans excellency. ) 
in all: And as the afſumed nature is filled 
with the fulnefle of the Godhead, fo la- | 
bour more and more to bee filled with 
the fulneſſe of all graceand holinefle ; fo 


ſhale thou maintaine that honour to which 
Chriſt hath exalted thy nature. 


—_—  ——__—— 
—  —— -  — 
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Shewing that mans choyceſt excellencie con- 
ſeteth inunion with God. 


—_ ſheweth us wherein the choyceſt 
excellencie of man confiſteth, even 
inbeing united unto God, in having God 
dwelling in his heart. Wherein ſtands 
the excellencie of Chriſt as Man, but in 
| having the Godhead dwelling in his fleſh, 
in being aſſumed into the unity of the ſe. 
condperſon 2 And wherein ſtands the 
excellencie, the glory, andthe happineſle 
of man, but in being reconciled and 
brought nigh to God, in being entred info 
a ſweet and gracious communion with 
God ? Is itnot the excellencie of the bran- 
ches to bee united to the Vine ? of the 
members to bee united tothe head? of} 
the wife to have communion with the] - 

__ husband?]. 


DC —— 


| © Union 'vith God mans excellency. 
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| husbandzand of the children to-have com. 


| munion with .the parent « And what is 


| the excellencie, the joy and comfort of 
the ſoule, but ſweet and gracious com- 
munion with God in Chriſt « Jeruſalem, 
though the joy of the: whole earth, 
pleaſed not _Lbfolom unleſſe hee might 
rſee the face of his father David : The pa- 
radiſe of the world is but a wilderneſs to 
tothe childe of God, unleſfle hee ſee the 
face, enjoy the comfortable preſence of 
God his Father. Whom doth the Pſalmiſt 
pronounce blefſed £ Him that hath com- 
munion with Princes in their Courts, with 
Nobles in their honours, viith valiant 
menin their victories ,. with rich men in 


with his God in-his ordinances, in his ſpi- 
rituall comforts ? ! z/eſſed ({aich he) i the 
man whom thou chuſeſ?, 1nd cauſeſt to ap- 


of thy Church,and cauſfeſt him'ro approch 


K 2 


| NET AE 


proch unts thee : whom thou chuſeſt, em» 
| bracing him:withthy love, adopting him 
for thy ſonne, and making him a member 


their wealth, voluptuous men in their|. 
pleaſures, or him that hath: communion. - 


— 


- | unto thee,as a Schollerto thy Schoole, as, 
a friend to.thy houſe, as a childe to- thy | 
table, as a bride into the'boſome of thy | 
love, 


CT 3 Sams 
14.37, 
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Union with God mans excellency. & 


II.2, 


r9, 


t 2 Cor. 


w ÞPſ.42.2 


_ 


_|ro worke and draw home the ſoules of 
men to God to the fruition & enjoyment 


_ | the Shepheard, as Childrento the Parent, 


u 2 Cor, 5 


love, to know thy will, to beleeve rhy 
truth, to receive thy grace, and to feele 
thy love, and to bee ſatisfied with the 
goodnefle of thy houſe, even'of thy 
holy Temple. What is the fruit and end 
of allthe labours of Gods Miniſters, but 


of God, to union and communion with 
God? Allthe labour of Elea}ar was to 
bring home Rebecca unto Iſaac, to cſpoule 
her to 1/aac - and all the labour of Gods 
Miniſters, his ſervants, is to bring men 
home to Chriſt, to eſpoulſe them to| 
Chriſt; as Paul ſaith, 7* have eſpouſed you 
to oxe husband. This is the ſumme of all, 
togather men home to God and Chriſt, 
as Chicken to the Henne, as Sheep unto 


that they may bee u reconciled unto God, 
made one with God, and havethe bleſſed 
enjoyment of God, as their higheſt excel. 
lency 8 chicfeſt good. And what are the 
longings of the ſoules of holy men who 
have diſcerned Gods beauties, who have 
taſted Gods loving kindneſle, but the frui- 
rion of God inhis ordinances, and in his| 


graces? w My ſoul(ſaith David)thirſteth for 


God. 
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| the ſtrength and vigour of their ſoules; 
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God, O when ſhall I come & appeare before 
God | Andagaine, My ſoule* breaketh for 
the lengings which it hath unto thy judge- 
ments at all times. Very vehement and la- 


borious are the defires of Gods ſervants | 


after him and his teſtimonies; deſires 
which doe even conſume and weare out 


deſires of perſeverance, longing at all 
rimes, in proſperitic and adverſitie . The 
ſoule of-a good man is reſtlefſe untill ic 
hath the enjoyment of God and Jeſus 
Chriſt, nothing elſe can content and an- 
ſwereir : Herein ſtands the excellencie, 
the glory and comfort of it ; urctill it 'at- 
faine this it is unquiet. 

Union and communion with God 
makes the ſoule flouriſh , as the branches 
by union with the vine. They ?that are plan- 
ted in the houſe of the Lord, that draw nigh 
to God, conſcionably frequent his word, 
and are ingrafted into Chriſt, they ſhall 
flouriſh in the courts of our God, asa watered 
garden,or a tree planted by the waters ſide: 
this fils the ſoule with ſpirituall life, with 
heavenly ſenſe and motion', as the mem- 
bers which are united to the head: = Hee 


that hath the ſonne hath. life , -power, 


K 3 ſtrength, 


x Pſ, 119, 
20, 
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with God, 
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heavenly life ; hee ſpiritually moves, and 
cates, and walkes, and workes, and rejoy- 
ceth like a living man z this makes him 
a Mat- 7-| ſtrong as the 2 hauſe that was united to the 

|] rocke, no windes nor waves of trouble 
can beate him downe ; this makes him 
ſtrong as Chriſt is ftrong to beare affliti- 
ons,and to runne,like a ſtrong man,the race 


him in all worldly deſertions ; this is in 
ſtead of light when heis in darkneſle, in 
bPſa.4.s. | ſtead of > wealth when he is poore, &c. 
Union and communion with God an- 

| ſwers all things. O be aſſured then that the 

.top and flower of the ſoules pr mn 
| | confiſts in union with God, and Chriſt Je- 
Ly | ſus : And as the fulneſlſe of the Godhead 
dwelleth in the humane nature of Chriſt 

'| bodily, ſubſtantially z, ſo labour to feele 
| God in Chriſt dwelling in thy ſoule ſpiri- 
tually; feele him dwelling there by i/lumi. 

| nation, as the ſyn dwelleth inthe aire ;z by 
| miniſtration,as the vine to the branches; 
by powerfull and gracious gubernation, as 
acenturion in the army, a maſter inthe 


F 


and holy i»chnation,bowing,bending, and 


\ 


LA 


of Gods commandements ; this ſuſtaines 


| ſtrength , a bleſſed fulneſſe of holy and | 


houſe, and a king in his courts;by ſpirituall | - 


framing 
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| Chriſt in thy ſoule, ſo poſlefiing, ſandify- 
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thy communion with thy God, as the 
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[PH E fourth thing in theſe words, is 
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framing the heart to doe the will of God. 
As thepilotat the ſterne workes the ſhip 
towards the haven, asthe ſpirit ofthe li- 
ving creatures in EZekiels vifion, being in 
the wheeles, Whereſoever the Spirit mo. | 
ved< they moved : ſo feele the Spirit of 


ing and framing it, that there be a difpoli. 
tion and readinefle within thee to move as 
God in his word doth preſcribe, and 
whatſoever thou loſeſt hold faſt thy 
communion with-God: As Joſeph left his 
cloake and fled from his miſtris to preſerve 
his chaſtity, ſ@letgoe thy cloake, all the 
bodily coveringsof wealth, honour, and 
whatſoeverelle; flyefromfinneand keepe | 


choyceſtexcellency of thy ſoule. [F115 
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Declaring the perfettios and fulneſſe of 
Chrif fs the falneſſe of all Crea. 


TUYES, 


the matter which dwelleth in Chriſt 3 


F 


and 


c Ezek. * | 


20, 
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(hriſts perfeFtion. | : 


d 1 Sam- 


cEpheſ.r. 


.andthatis all fulneſſe : and the'fitthis the' 
condition or quality of this fulneſle, the 
fulneſſe of ihe Godhead, In Saints and 
Angels dwelsa fulneſſe of divine qualities, 
in Chriſt the fulncſle of divine: eſſence;zand 
herein Chriſt,as man,is manifeſted to bee 
farre more excellent then others; to come 
nearer to God, andto participate more of 
the fulneſle of God, then all creatures. 
And hence we learne,that | 

Chriſts perfection and fulnefſe doth infi- 
nitely ſurpaſs the fulne(ſs of all creatures. As 
the fulnefle of the ſea ſurpaſſeth the ful- 


neſle of ſmall veſſels;as Saul was d head and 
ſhonlders in ſtature above the people: ſois| | 
Chriſt in heavenly ſtature and fulneſle far | _ 
above all men and Angels; therefore is he 


f Rev.1.5- 


4 


g Heb.r. 2| 


ſtiled the © head of all principality & power, 
for his coplete dominis overall creatures; 
' fthe prince of the kings of the earth, to1hew 
| his power over all kings, tyrants, and 


things, having intereſt in, dominion over 


| allcreatures,in heaven and carthzthe whole 


' | world is his inheritance. Suchis Chriſts 


dx: that all che fulneſſe of the world is 


but poverty,in compariſon of him; and all | 


_ Ygbefixengrh ofthe creature but, weaknelle, | 


ef y i 


' com-| 


whatſoever enemics ; 5 the beire off all | 


—_ 


| is i che brightneſſe of his Fathers glory, and 


Criſt perfethim. © 
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) or 


| 


compared with the power that is in his 


right hand in heavenly places, farre above 
all principality and power and might and 
dominiow, and every name that is named, 
not onely inthis world, but alſo in that which 
is to come: above, the name of kings for 
his dominion, above the name of rich men 
for his wealth, above the name of Con- 
querours for his victory, above the name 
of Saints and Angels for his puritie, wiſe- | 
dome, and moſt exquiſite and abſolute | 
perfeRion. - | | 
' And this appeares by the exccllencic 
of Chriſts originall: As hee is the ſecond 
perſon inthe Trinitie, he is begotten of his 
Father by an cternall generation, Yery | 
God of very God: As man, he is the ſonne 
of God by hypoſtaticall union, his huma- 
nity ſubſiſting inthe perſon of the Son. Of 
Chriſt therefore the Apoſile ſaith, that he | 


arne: For God (ſaith the Apoſtle) h raiſed | h epteſcr, 
' him from the dead, and ſet him at hu owne 


3Grounds 
of Chriſt 
above all 
creatures. 
L.Excel- 
lency of 
Chriſts 0- 
I iginall- 


1 Heb.1.3. 


the expreſſe image of his perſon, being made | 
ſo much better than the Angels as hee 
hath, by. inheritance, obtained 4 more ex- 


« | cellent name then they. Hee is the bright- 


neſle of his Fathers glory, as the beames 
\__are: 


— 


7 136 Chriſts perfeFion. 2 F 


| are the glory of the Sunne ; and the ex- 

| prefle image of his perſon, as the print of 
| the ſeale on the waxe is the expreſle image 
of the ſeale it ſelfe ;and is more excellent | 
then the choyceſt creatures, being the 
| expreſle and lively image of his Father, | 
the maker of all by his power, the heire 

of all by his birth, the ſupporter of all by 

his providence,the reyealer of allmiſteries 
by his wiſedome , the purgation of all ſins 
by the ſacrifice of himſeclfe, head King 

and ruler of all by his ſeſhon at the right 
hand of God: and thus hee hath a more 
excellent name then the Angels,according 
to his divinitie by eternall generation of 
his Father, being the naturall Sonne of 
| God, conſubſtantiall with the Father; ac- 

cording to his fleſh, by a temporall birth 
| 


of the virgin, and operation of the holy 
Ghoſt, the fleſh being aſſumed of the 
Sonne intothe unitie of his perſon ; fo that 
the ſame Sonne is both God and Man, 
| not two Sonnes but one; and that not by 
| adoption, but by union;not madea Sonne, 
| ; but borne a Sonne, the fleſh being af-[ 
| ſumed into the unitie ofthe perſon of the. 

| naturall Sonne : As Chriſt | hath' being | 

| h_— union with the Father more na» 


| | turally, 


—— 
« 4 
: # . | 
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\ 


. 


TI 


| was of 20 reputation, rejeRed, reproched, 


"Criſt perfeftin. 


m7 | 


turally ,intimately,and entirely,then any of 
the creatures; ſo hee exceclls all others. 
Hee that is moſt fully of God by regene. 
ration, and commeth neereſt unto God 
by gracious union and communion , is 
the moſt excellent of many people. 

This appeares by the proportion' be- 
tween his humiliation and his cxaltation : 
he was abaſed and humbled below others, 
hee appeared in thek forme of a ſervant, he 


perſecuted, accuſed, blaſphemed, ſpit up- | 
on, put to the ſhamefull death of -the 
Croſſe, and his ſoule ſorrowfull to the 
death. And as hee was humbled and a- 
baſed below others, ſo it is fit hee ſhould 
bee exalted above others; Being | found 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) in faſhion as a man, hee | 
humbled him(elfe and became obedient to 
the death,even the death of the croſſe;where- 
fore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which i above every 
name. God will honour ſuch peopleas! 
men diſhonour, for their weldoing :The| 
good mans future glory ſhall fully anſwer 


f 
| 


| his preſent ignominy. David was ſer be- | 
| hind the Ewes , his brethren preferred a- | 


| _— : the Lord takes David from | 


the 


Proporti- 
on be- 
rweene 
Chriſts 
humiliati- 
on & ex- 
altation. 


k Phil. 2.7 


Phil. 2. 
8.9. 


ys 


— 


heard, .as the Bride under the Bride- 


on the neckes of the kings of: Canaan, - fd; 


| the Ewes,and makes him king over Iſrael. 
 Toſeph was brought lower then any of his 
brerhren,caſt into priſon, fetters put upon 
him ; yet from thence he came to the ſe- 
cond place, next the king in Agypt: 
Chriſts humiliation was deepeſt, Chriſts 
glory is higheſt; let. no man forany re- 


glorious crowne that ſuffer for weldoing. 

This appeares by the ſubjection of all 
things under him, w al[things are put under 
hi feete : all things high and low , great 
and ſmall , viſible and inviſible, preſent 
and to come, are put under Chriſts feete; 
even as heis man, menand Angels are put 
under him as Subjects under their Soye- 


Saints and faithfull ſervants of God are 
put under him as ſheepe under their (hep- 


groome,as the members under their head; 
all troubles and afflitions are put under. 
him, as" Seuldiers under the Centurion; all: 
Divels are put under him as captives un- 
dertheir Conquerour : as 7oſhwatrode up-; 


raignes, as Nobles under their Prince; the | 


All things under C brift.. "| 


proach decline the way of godlineſſe ||. 
the baſeſt croſle ſhall turne to their moſt | 


doth he trample downe and triumph "il 


_ Y 


4 


Who have choyceſt fulneſſe. 


allthe Princes of darkenefle; all finnes 
and tranſgreſſions are put underhim, as 
the offences ofa land under a king, Chriſt 
having authority to forgive them ; as de- 
ſeaſes under aphylician, Chriſt having a- 
bility to heale all the diſtempers of the 
ſoule;ss the cloudes under the Sun, Chriſt 
+ | being able to diſpell and blot them out,as 
the Sunthe clouds; as debts under a rich 
man, Chriſt being able to make full ſatis- 
faction; death and hell are put under him, 
asthe 9 opening and ſhutting of the houſe 
are under him'that hath the keyes of the 
houſe. Abſolute, univerſall, irreſiſtible is 
Chriſts juriſdiftion, ? having all power 
both in heavenand carth given him. | 


Behold in this who arc filled with the | 4, 


chicfeſt & choyceſt fulneſs: this is the ex | 
cellency of Chriſt', that hee is filled with | 
all the fulneſle of the Godhead; and;this 
is the excellency of the ſoule to bee filled 
with the fulneſle of the Spirit: of all ful- | 
neſle, heavenly fulneſſe1s the choycelt : 
Chriſt of all creatures commer neareſt to 
God, and his fulneſſe is the fulneſſe of the| 
divine eſſence: Among men ſuch as are | 
| moſt nigh and/moſt deare to: God;their| | 
{lneſſe is afulneſle ofheavenly gifts and | 
v4 | ' graces. | 


— 
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q Plal.17. 
I 4+ 
Job gz, 6s 


rEpbeſ.s. 


i graces. God oftenfills his enemies with 


1 earthly abilities, as Abraham filled the 


men fill ſwine wich huskes and Acornes; 
| but his friends hee fills with ſpiricuall 


to 7ſaac ; and Elkana a worthy portioa to 
Hanna. Spirituall fulneſſe is a portion of 
the higheſt pric2, of the ſweeteſt & choy- 
ceſt uſe ;and with this fulneſſe wee muſt 
all ſtrive to bee filled. Bee not r drunke 


ceſſe,but be ye filled with the Spirit; with the 
wiſedome of the Spirit, with. the holineſſe 
of the Spirit, with the power of the Spirir, 
& with the joy and peace of the Spirit. Spis 
rituall and heavenly fulnefle is proper to 
the Lords ſervants ; let the covetous, like 
the rich manin the parable,fill his barnes 
with corne ; let the drunkard, like them 
in theſProphet,fil themſelves with ſtrong 
drinke ; let the ambitious, like Hama, 
fill himſelfe with worldly honours: but 


graces of the- Spirit; for this let us pray, 
heare, contend , and ſtrive to bee filled 
t with the fulneſſe of God, with the higheſt 


— — 
edt 0 


V4. — 


let the Chriſtian fill himſelfe with the 


, | 


7 


hands of Iſmael with the moveables, as | 


_ _ [gifts, as Abraham gave the inheritance un | 


—— 


(faich Saint Paul) with wine, wherein is ex. | 


meaſure of ſpirituall perfetion, wheres] 


; — 
© & 
* : o b, 


Who have chayeeſt fulneſſe. 


unto. wee can attaine. "This fulneſle is the | 


moſt excellent, therefore tiled , the ful. | 


neſſe of God : God is infinitely more cx- 
cellent then the earth, and this fulneſſc 


| farre excclleth all worldly fulnefſe. As 


Bathſheba ſaid of the vertuous woman, 
Many daughters have done excellently, but 
tho excelleſt them-all : ſo may wee ſay of 
this fulneſle, how excellently ſoeyer other. 
fulnefles may doc intheir place and kind, 
yet this fulneſs of grace excelleth them all. 
This fulneſſe is the moſtpermanent , this 
abideth as the Sunnein the firmament, as 
the waters of the ſea, as the fire upon the 
altar, : when other fulneſle faileth like the 
watersof Tema, and vaniſheth likea va- 


pour: this is a growing fulneſlc, like the | 


waters comming out under the Temple, 
rifing higher. and higher, ſhining like the 


light more and more to the perfect day, | 


This is an honourable fulneſſe, it is a 
Crowne and a Diadem to him that hath 
ir, it makes manancxcellent man indeed. 
To excell in vertue is mans choyceſt ex- 
cellencie : It isa ſweetand comfortable, 
a fatisfaRory -and: contenting fulneſſe , a 


Feaſt of marrow and fat things, aud of 


wine refined upon the lees ;,a river that fil- 


leth | 


3, Honou- 
rable, 


| 4.Sweer& 
ſatisfaRos } 
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Chriſt excellencie ſuperlative. 


2 Sam,18 
3+ 


1 Plr48.1; 


{ 


gold, fulnefſe of lands, fulneffſe of ho- | 


ſands of the people : Chriſt is more excel-' 


leth and makes glad the ſfoule : Dh then 
above all fulneſle highly prize, diligently, 
ſecke, earneſtly hunger after the ful- 
neſle of God ; care not for the fulneſſe of 


nour, fulnefſe of carnall contentments, but 
for the fulnefſe of God : this will make 
thee ſtrong againſt temptations, pa- 
cientin afflitions, joyfull in ſufferings, ho- 
ly in thought, gracious in ſpeech, fruitfull 
in ation, humble in proſperity, confident 
in adyerſitic, fervent in prayer, profitable 
in hearing, godly in converſation, and gra- 
ciouſly aſſured of future fulneſle , of ane- 
ternitie & all blifle and happineſle. f 


: C HAPs X I I I I ' 
Setting forth the ſuperlative excellency of 
Chriſt above all creatures. & 


HE RE, asinaglaſſe, wee may beho!d 
the tranſcendent and ſuperlative ex- 
cellency of Jeſus Chriſt above all the 
creatures. David was better then zen thou- 


lent then all the rhouſands-of men and: 
Apgels ; his name alone is excellent, forhis' 


7 


divine | | - 


14 bt 


thre, ts 


*}! 1 _ (friſt excellencie ſuperlative. ES. 


"Il divine originall, for his union oftwo na- | | 
tures :in one perſon , and for the mighty 
| workes which have 'beene wrought by | 
of | | | him. God hath given him aname above eve-| Phil.z.g, 
79. zame, for dignity , majeſty,  autho. 
rity,power, and moſt complete perfeti- 
ke on; as the name of kings is above the name 
of ſubjes, the name of an heire above 
_ |thename of ſervants, thename of a centu-. 
rionabove the name of ſouldiers;thename| F-4 
ull 
of ranſomer above: the name of redee- 


fe med captives ;excelling all the creatures, 
a astheralleſt cedars the loweſt ſhrubs, the |. - 
moſt glorious Sunne the weakeſt lights, | 


the. deepeſt Sea the: ſmalleſt drops, the} 
Ei higheſt Prince the pooreſt beggars, and | 
_ the richeſt jewell the moſt unworthy 
ſtone; The Apoſtle faith of the glory of 
the Law in compariſon of the glory of - 
y of || | the Goſpel, That which was glorious had | Cor.z.v 
ry no glory, by reaſon of that\which excelleth- 
Ng Thas: the glory. and. excellencic of all 
creatures , is asno glory and cxcellencie, 


in reſpec of the ſurpaſſing glory and ex- | 
- cellecie of Chriſt Jeſus. Full of divine | i; 


4 | | 2d heavenly, ſweet an1 ſoule-raviſhing { 
q: excellencie, arethenames given in ſacred 
his | | OI unto Chriſt; as Immanuel, God Eſay 7.14. | 


5 | L with | 
ine ' | -— , — 


 (rifts excellencie ſuperlative. | 


with us, inregard of his perſoz, being God 

and Man inthe unity of his perſon; and | 
in regard of his office , being with us, by 
incercefion with his. Father for us, by 
proton agua all enemies , by ſuſten- 
tation in all adverſities. Chriſts being 
made one with us, is the fountaine of all 
our happineſſe. Sometimes hee is tiled 
Mar. 1.21. | 7eſus,a Saviour, no typicall, but a proper, 
| true, ſpirituall Saviour 5 no mediate, but 
an immediate Saviour; a Saviour by merit, 
obtaining falvation by his perfeR obedi. 
ence and ſatisfaRion z a Saviour by effeca- 
cie, applying all his benefits by the ope- 
rationof his Word and Spirit ; a Saviour| 
in regard of the termini 4 quo, the finnes, 
wrath of God, and condemnation from; 
which hee ſaves us; and in regard of the: 
termins ad quem, the perteR rightcoul- 
| neſſe, favourof God ,: and life cternall 
whereunto hee brings-us. Chriſt is the| {|| 
complete and perfe& authour of falvati-| Þ | 
on toall Gods children. Full of heaven. 
[ly ſwectneſſeis thename Jeſus to all true 
Melin | beleevers; Hony in the month, nuſicke in 
ore, melo? | che eare, 4 jubilee in the - beart,, ſaith 
bilu in | | Bernard. Superlatively ſweet and: excel-/, 
corde. | lent is thatſalvation which Chriſt brings' 


| _t 


i. —  —_ 
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to all that. unfaincdly receive him. Some- 
times hisoameis called Wonder full, Coun. 


| ſelour, the'mighty God, the everlaſting Pa- 


ther the Prince of Peace; Wonderfall tor 
the admirable union of two naturcs in one 
perſon; for his wonderfull conceptionand 
birth ofa Vurgine, and Wondcyfull for the 
adminiſtrationof his kingdome , -wonder- 
fully ſaving his ſervants, wonderfully de- 
{troying his enemies. Conſe llogr, for the 
wiledome which he. revealeth, and coun- 
ſell which'hee giveth the cle& , by che 
Goſpel;making them wile unto ſalvation, 


The mighty God, for the miracles hee 


wrought, the donation: of the Spirit, 
and regeneration of Gois choſen. The 
everlaſting Father, for the I'fe of grace 
and glory;which hee. miaiſters to allcrue 
beleevers:. And the Prince of Peace, for 
the peace which hee makes between God 
and his chofen, for the concord which: het 


workes between Gods children, and the | 


heavenly tranquillity which hee puts into 
the conſ{ciences of contrite and broken- 
heartedfinners. The names of the. Lord 


Teſus are Characters full of wonders in the 
-eyes of -all beleevers, and beames:mini- 
brace heavenly light of wiſddome , 


L 2 and 


p— 
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Names of Chriſt. 3 "P 


1 Cor.1o,4 


Re V.S.5+ 


Eph.r. 22. 
eminency of his condition above others, | 


I Pet. 2.5. 


and conſolation 'to all that come unto: | 
him. Somerimes he is figuratively tiled 
a Head, for the excellency , dignity and 


as the head is the moſt noble ,and eminent 
above all the members, for his:myſticall 
conjun&tion with trye beleevers, direRi- 
on, gubernation, protection, which hee 
miniſters to them, and for the communi- 
cation of all ſpirituall life, ſenſe , motion, 
and every good thing to Gods. children, 
Sometimes hee is ſtiled a Rocke, and the 
head ſtone of the corner,for his conjunRion 
of Jew and Gentile i1 one Church, and 
for his might in ſuſtaining all ſuch asare by 
a lively faith built a ſpirituall houſe upon 
him. Sometimes hee is called a Zyor, 
the Lyon of the tribe of Jada, for his princi- 
pality and eminence, as the Lyon is the 
Kiog of all beaſts; for his vigilancie, as the] 
__ ſleeps with his eyes open: Chriſt is 
a keeper that never {leeps;for his power 8&| 
efficacie,in plucking us out of the'mouth 
of the roaring Lyon,the Divel; for his cu. | 
ſtody, keeping us as the Lyon his whelps ; 
for the. terrour he caſts uponthe hearts of] 
his enemics,by the preaching of his word,|- 
as the Lyon by his voyce makes all the 

| beaſts 


Spouſe the Church;for;hjsiproteRiongnu- 


OO 41 Namesof Crit. | , 


beaſts to tremble; and by the' raiſing of 


cry awakens his young which flcepe. 


Sunne is the Prince of the Starres, Chriſt 
isthe Prince of the Kings of the earth; the 
Sunne is the eye of the world, Chriſt of 
the Church z the Sunne conferreth. lighe 
with his beames, Chriſt conferres the 
light of knowledge, faith, and all grace 
to the {foule ; the Sunne js in the midſt of 
the planets, Chriſt is a middle perſonbe- 
tweene God and man; Chriſt givesthe 
light of glory to the Saints above, the 
light of grace to beleevers. here beneath: 
The Sunne:warmes the carth, Chriſt the 
heart with his divine love; the Sun makes 
the carth fertile, Chriſt-makes the ſoule 
fruitfull; the Sunne caſts his-lighr upon the 
poore mans cottage as well as on the kings |. 
palace, Chriſt ſhines as clcarely and com- 
fortably unto the hearr of -the-pooreſt as | 
of the richeſt: Chriſtian. Sometimes he's 


dominion over,'deſpenſariqnand betrorh- 
ment with, and ſingular afteRion to; his 


rritiof, 6: communication of honour ro the 


man. 


his choſen-unto life, as the Lyon by. his | 


ſtiled 4 Bridegroome 3 4 husband { for. his gi Is 
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Sometimes hee is called the Suxze : the | Mal.4-2. ;| - 


L 3 children 
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-{| Foure ex- 
cellencies 
in Chriſt, 
on which 
men are tO 
faſten 

the eyes of 
their taith. 
1.Exccl- 
lency of 
dominion» 


Da— 


 bloud,, - and diflolving the workes of the 


lent is the authority , dignity,majeſty,po- 


children ot God, tor his entire union with, 
& acquiſition of his Spouſe . Sampſon and 
David obtained their Brides by ſhedding 
the bloud of their enemies, . Chnſt hath 
obtained his Spouſe by ſhedding his owne 


Divell, his 8 ther adverſary . Moſt exccl- 


wer, beauty; wiledome , love,and chietcſt 
goodneſle ſhining - forth to the ſoules of 


| of Chriſt Jeſus. - 


Gods {ervants-in and through the names 


Let us therfore lock and faſten theeies 
of our faith; Firſt, upon the excellency of 
Chriſts dominion:behold him reigning as 
| King of kings, and Lord of lords, and vaile 
and. bow to him. As Pharaohput all the 
| people of his land, from the loweſt tothe 
higheſt; under 79/eph, becauſe none was 
excellent as Joſeph: ſo letus putall the fa- 
culties of our foules, andall rhe members 
of our bodies, the whole man under 
Chriſt ;* let all be ſubject and-ſerviceable 


Chriſt ; Chriſt hath abſolureandmoſt e 
cellentauthority oycr'us ;and therefore, as 
all that travel inthe day;are *puidedby 


Excellencie of Chriſts power. b 


unto Chriſt, letall beruledandiguided by 


| the Sunne, as all Ifracl wereguided by the 
q 5944 EA Is Ea. 6 . | 


> — 
ies. te 


| "Y Excellentie of (brifts power. 149 | 
pillar, as all the methbers of the body arc > 

4 guided by the head ; fo let us inall things 

" beguided' by Chriſt, let us goe andcome | Mar, 8. 8 

h at Chriſts command,as the ſouldiers did 


= art the: commarid of the Centurion. All 

© mtitis goings are aberrations, if he be not 

L guided by Chriff Fog is wel done 

J- burthar whictiahfwers Chriſts direRion: 

ſt they that walkeafter their owne fancies, 

of walkein darkeneſſe. It is recotded of the 

os wheeles in E7eticls vifion,that when the i: | Exck.r.z1 
ving creatures went, the wheeles went, and 

hs whinthe living exeatures ſtood, the wheeles 


of | || | food; when the living creatures were lifted 
ok up the wheeles were lified upover againſt 
ile them; for the ſpirit of the living creatures 
hel | | 149 inthe wheeles! Thus let onr motion 
hel || | & ſition be according to Chrifts preſcrip- : 
_ tion, having,as the Pſalmiſt ſaich,the law | p, ,,.s, 
&.\| | | ofthe Lord in our hearts : Andas Chriſt 
ers | | | bathexcellent dominion, ſo let us feele 
der | | | timregning andraling withinus ; by il. 
ble! | | Liiniration, asthe Sun doth rule the day 
by} | bY filling the'aire with light 3 by ſubju- | 

ex. || | g£2fidn 8: putting under all ottr untulyluſts, | — 7 
as || | a5 ſo ruledin Canaan, by tteading upon | 
by | the'neckes of the kings of Carmen, and] | | 
putting thein-to death z by direRion and. [0 
mo 7. Le FT 
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Focelloncis of Chriſts power. | 
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| 


* Bonus 0- 
bediens, do- 
i mnt ſer- 
uns, pro- 
xim ſ0- 
cius, munds 
domimus, 
ſiueperiora 


babet ad 


| cauadinm, 
equalia ad 
con[ortium, 
inſeriora ad 
1 rom. 
Bern. 


2, Excel- 
lencie of 

power. 
% 8 


guidance of our fouls to move aright in-the 
waycs of God, asthepilot doth guide the 
Ihip; by love,as the husband dath rule the 


.| wite;by inhabitation & poſlcſſion, as the 


dwellcr doth rule the houſe; by gracious 8 
| heavenly influence, as the hand doth guide 
the pen,and the load.ſtone doth turne and 
draw the iron towards it: Ir is theglory of 
mans heart to become the Throne of | 
Chriſt , the honour of mans -life to bee 
wholly ſubjeRt unto Chriſt, it isa fargrea- 
ter honor tobe Chriſts * gracious ſervant, 
then the worlds profanecommander. Hee 
that is moſt ſpiritually lubjeR,is moſt tru- 
ly excellent; of all men he haththe choy- 
ceſt dominion, that yeelds to Chriſt moſt 
ready & free ſubjeQion: Every thing ſhall 

erve him, who readily ſerves the Lord of 


all things. | 

| Looke upon the excellency.' of 
Chriſts power , behold him as one to 
whom power belongeth; power of crea- 


| 


JN COR 


ting and makingall, power of diſpenſing 

and adminiſtring all, power of ſupporting 

inthe greateſt weakneſle , and power of 

diſſolving thegreateſt forces; looke'upon 

him as onthe rock whichneyer finketh,as: 

on the captainethat ever preyailcth, as 00 | 
i v7 1 one 


me 


T © Bxeellencie of (hriſts power. 


one whoſe arme is never ſhortned, and 
build pponhim as the wiſe man built his 
houſe upon the rocke, and thy ſoule ſhall 
| never finke; hide thy ſelfeunder the ſha- 
dow of his wivgs, as the chicken under 
the wings of the hen, and the infernall 
vultures ſhall never make a prey of thee. 
And as Chriſt hath excellent power , ſo 
ſtrive to fec] this power of Chriſt inward- 
ly in thy heart and ſoule , in d:ſſo{ving the 
workes of Satan,' in caſting downe his king- 


1 Toh,3 $. 
2 Cor. 10s 
425+ 


dome and mighty holds within thee as |AQs 12.7 
| Peter felt the 'power of the Angel in ſmi- | 


| 


ting off his fetters,8: bringing bim forth of | 
Herods priſon;as they who were poſſcſled, 


felt the power of Chriſt -in caſting out the 
Divell. Labourto feclethispower healing 
allthy ſpirituall maladies, as the deſcaſed 
woman felt the vertue of Chriſt curing | 
her fickenels; ſuſtaining theein all afflicti- 
ons, asthe Arke ſuſtained Noah inthe de- 


Markes. 
Gen.7.17, 
Dan. 3, 


luge; reſtraining all the fiery darts of Sa- 
ran, as he reſtrained the fiery furnace from 
hurting the three children; filling thy ſoule 
with all ſpirtuall and heavenly might, ma- 
king thee ſtrong in knowledge as the Sun 
- | inlight, ſtrong in faith as the cree in roots, 
ſtrong. in love as a firc of much wood in! 


Col.r. 11. 


heate, 


— 


/ 
\ 
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Excellencie of Chriſt love: 


1 Sam.18. 


3-Excel- 
le ncy of 
love. 


_| tyand gracious working,makes Chriſt ve. 


of his-love, and comforting with the pro- 


| 


Iſa 49. 17 | ſhepheard gathers atid carries the weake 


| heate, ſtrong in motion” und comming 


| Marv thar feeles Chriſts gracious power 


home to God, as a river of much, watetis 
ſtrong in comming hometo the Oceari. 


and vertue, is the man that diſcernes 
Chriſts' excellency : Chriſt is even no- 
thing in mans apprehenſion untill man 
hath experience of this his powerfull and 


the great Goliah , then David was much 
ſerby. Mans experience of Chriſts mjgh- 
ry precious to him. | 

' Looke upon the excellency of Chriſts 
love , ſeehim loving and imbracing the 
| humble and penitent ſoules of men, asthe 
bridegrome his ſad and ſorrowfull bride; 
ſee him binding up the broken hearts of 
men, as the tender. and carefull phyſician 
the wounds of them that are difeafed', 


ring to himſclfe and bearing in the boſore 


miſes-of his word the woufided” in ſpirit 


| 


| miglity working. When Iſrael 'ſaw the| 
mighty worke of D4v:d in overthrowitig | - 


with Ladies hands, with fingular tender- | 
neſſe and compaſſion; behold him gathe® 


| and affliedin conſcience , as'the carefull | 


_ ang} 


tn, 


 o— 


- - 


d-q 


| 


| 2 to make us a ſpouſe unto himſelfe; ſee/him 


.| Gods ſervants: nothing! can make man 


| _FExcellencie of ( briſts love. ; 53 | 
and feeble ſreepe; behold him like Jacob in | 
his love ferving inthe heate and in the cold | Gen.:g.% | 
for Rachel ; ſerving in manitold afflitions | *7- 
from his cradle to his crofſe forour ſakes, 


in his ſympathy 8& fellow. feeling afflicted 
in all the afflittion of his people, asa head | 16. 53.9.1 
with the afflition ofthe members , as a 
nurſe with the affliction of herchildezlook | 
on him,and feehinvin love -ſ}tipping him- mr 
ſelfe of hisglory , dignity and life it ſelfe 
for us,as-7onathan inhis love ftript himſelf | 1 Sam.r8. 
of his ſword, & garment, 8&'gavethem to | 
David: Lookeupon this excellent love of | 
Chriſt, and price'it more highly! thanthe 

thirſty mandotlwine,; then the worldly | p51773; 
man his Corxe and ole, orthe living man | Pli.c3-3- 
his life.Ofall poſſeſſions the love of Chriſt | 
is moſt precious : nothing ſweet like | 
Chriſts loving kindnefle to the: foules of 


miſerable, or his conditionuncomforta- | 
ble, thar hatbthe> feeling of Chriſts love 
withinhim.:Chriſtatthe marriage in Cana | I hn 2. 
tutncd water into wine ; the marriage of 


_ | the ſoul with Chr5ff,the having of the love: 


of Chriſt rurnesithecloudes of forrow in- 


toa Sunof comforts, 'theduftiof diſgrace | 
\' into 


—_ NR —_ 


Excellencie of Chriſts conſolations. 


4. Excel. 
lencie of 
conſola- 
tions, 


m—_— I 


into 2 crowne of honour , the tempeſt of 
trouble intoa calme ofpeace, and theem- 
pty ciſterne into a full fountaine.  O how 
{weet, how honourable, how full, how 
well pleaſing doth the love of Chriſt 
make their condition, who have the beams 
of his countenance ſhining upon them ! 
Looke uponthe excellency of Chriſts 
conſolations, which water and refreſh the 
ſoule,asthe Rivers did the garden of E dex; 
which revive the heart and make the in- 
ward manto flouriſh after along winter of 
afflition, as the beames of the Sunne doe 
the earth in the ſpring ſeaſon; conſolations 
externall inthe miniſtry and doctrine of 
the Golpel; and internall inthe ſweet and | 


| | peaceable operation of the ſpirit: Thus you 


may heare- Chriſt comforting his ſpouſe 
after her long troubles, Zoe (faith he) rhe 
winter is paſt, the raine is over and gone: 
the /troubles and grievances raiſed by | 
the malice of the world, feares, terrours, 
and ſorrowes'of ſoule :cauſed by finne, | 


| 


and raiſed, like a tempeſt, by the ſenſe of 


' Gods wrath, are gone, appeaſed, and put 


away by the ſweete, gracious, & comfort. | 

able comming of Chriſt unto the ſoule, as 

the winter>by the returning of the _— 
._ T0 


—— n 


| his countenance, as David, after many 
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The flowers appeare : the graces and conſo- 
lations of the ſpirit appeare againe ,' ador 
ning and ſweetning the ſoule, 'and ma” 
king it looke with a joyfull face, as the 
flowers doe'the''earth . The time of the 


Saints conſolationis come, Chriſt makes 
them joyfull with the feeling ofthis word 
and ſpirit, and they with Pſalmes and hym. 
nes and ſpirituall fooes ae ſing ,' and make 
melody intheir hearts unto'the Lord, The 
Lord Jeſus ever miniſters ſweete refreſh- 


of his ſervants; hee ' gives them: water 
out of the rocke , 'and  hony out 'of the 
Lyon;he makes thc ir heavineſſe matter of 
rejoycing,andtheir ſufferings an occafion 
of triumph and exaltation. Now hee com- 
forts them as a hayen the Mariner' aftera 
long ſtorm,becomming to them a place of 
7 ſuge,and a covert from the ſtorm and from 
the r4ine Now he ſolaceth them with the 


after much ſorrow, and long ſupplication. 
Now he reviveth them with the light of 


ſinging of Biras is come : the houre of the | 


ments after long afflitions: tothe ſoules / 


King - the malefaRor with a -pardon, | 


| 


;$ 


— 


PI_ 


dayes, let Abſolon-ſec his face. Now | 
5 he 


Epeſ.5.19. 


Ifay 4-1. 
Iob 33-24. 


k "| Ezra. 9. 8. 
aſſurance of the pardon of their fin," asa|, 
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" Axcellenae f Chriſts confluion, | 


Mar. 8. 2 6s 


Rom, 8.16; 


he cheereth them with -his. preſence, as a 
Bridegroome the Bride . after long ah- 
ſence: Now he quiets them as he did the 
| ſtormy waters, and gave a calme to his 
| —_— Now he ſends! his Spirit with a 
(certificate of peate ro their conſciences,as 
ſometime the Dove came; to Noa with 
1an Olive branch: Now he lets them ſec 
cheead of their feares and forrow, as 


| Noab after many dayes, ſaw the dry land 


appeare- .Cuiſt is very wiſe & wonder'ull 
in the diſpeoſarion of comforts to his affli- 
ed lervans ; he evertakes the ficteſt op- 
portunities borh to {weeren and remove 
mens miſeries : when the over-flowing 
flood of worldly comforts prove. an-cn- 
ty pit, and broken ciſterne, then appeare 
Chriſts comforts as a living ſpring that 
never faileth. | | 220 
And herein is the excellencie - of 
\ Chriſts conſolations,.that they are, Feſt, | 
ſeaſonable, as light in; darkneſle 4.25. ;the | 
Well to Hagar when her Bottle. was 
empty: Secondly, that they are fui conſo- 
lations,their latitude equall to mans miſe. 
ries: Thirdly, that they are ſtrong conſe: 
lations, overcomming mans diſtractions |: 
and diſtreſles : And taurthly, everlaſting, 
abiding | 


— "RD ooo Be — 


—_ 


abiding to the end with Chriſts members : 
And O how ſhould this ,cxcellencx. of 
Chriſt. Jeſus fill us with bigh and-excel- 
lent choughts/of Chriſt, with ſtrong and 
excellent faith in Chriſt, with fervenr aad 
excellent: love to Chriſt, with bumble, 
hearty, and excellent ſubjeRion under 
Chriſt, with #ull; conſtant, and moſt ex. 
cellent .comentation with Chriſt, having 
bim in whom is fulneſle- infinitely ſurpal- 
ſing the fulnefſe of all creatures ! i; , | 


_—— 


(8 Cuar, XV. 

Opening the bleſſed and happy condition of 
them that are partgkers Chrift. 
and blefled: condition of ſuch as-are 


ſons : they 'have him' in; whom. is: (ful. 


His declares the ſingular happineſſe, | 
partakers of Chriſt;above all other per- | 


neſle, infinitely ſurpaſfing the fulnefle of | 
all creatures. Mans having ſpiricoall righe 
—— in _ JOEY mans 
greateſt- happineſle : it is happt-/ 
neſſe of a Traveller to have the Sunne; jn\ 
 which\is fulnefleof-lighe, to guide drim;1! 


therefarcthe Sunne appearing, hce leayes! 
' 6.087 | a 


le 


I1! 
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n.y 


Zo 


_— F4 - A , 
ha... Ad IPn—_ hen. Ab. E—_— 
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| | 


_ 


Flippineſſe of purtaking of Corift.. | 


a ——— 


* Infelx 
qa: Omnia 
Aoutt EX le 
neſcit : qm 
autem te 
illa novit, 
non propter 
Wo a bea! as, 
ſed . propter 
ge ſolun. 


Pla.33.11 


all other lights, and contents 'himlſelfe. 
with this, as having enough in this.'.It'was 
the happines of the Merchant in the para- 
bleto have theprecious pearl; he ſold alto 
poſleſſe himſelf of that, aſſuring himſelfe 
hat having that, he had enough, he needed 
no other treaſure to bee added : Chriſt is 
a glorious Sunne, in'whomis all light; a 
precious pearle, inf whom is all treaſure; 
hee that hath him, nzeds nothing elſe to 
make him happy.: Hee that hath all things | 
without Chriſt, is poore, baſe, m.ſerable ; 
hee that hath Chriſt in the ablence of all 
other things, is rich, full and honourable. | 
As Auzuſtine (omerime ſaid of the knows- 
ledge of other things, and igaorance of 
God, * Unhappy is hee that knowes all 
things, and kuowes not thee; but hee that 
knowes both thee and them u happy not for | 
them,but for thee alone: Sointhis caſe un. 
happy is hee that poſlcſleth all things, and. 

et hath not Chriſt ; but hee thar hath 


ch Chriſt and them, is happy ; not for 
them, but for Chriſt alone. Hearken, 
whom'doth the Spirit of God pronounce 
happy, Bleſſed u the Natios whoſe God' u 
the Lord,and the people whom he hath cho-/\| 


the Nation 


en for his owne inheritance : | 
which * 


— 


J | ah Happineſs of partaking of Chriſt. 
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which hath God for their Lord, in his 
ordinances,as a teacher inſtructing them ; 
in his love, as a father regenerating and 
| embracing them 3; in his care, as a 
Shepheard watching over them ; in the 0+ 
peration of his grace, as a Phyſician hea- 
ling them, as a Gardiner pruning,dreſling, 


to have God in his love, mereie, and ſa- 
ving graces. And againe, Put not your truſt 


is no helpe;his breath goeth forth, hee retur. 
neth to his earth, in that very day hu 
thoughts periſh. Happy is the man that hath 


inthe Lord his God : wherein the Pſalmiſt 
ſhewes the vanity of all externall.excel- 
lencies,and the folly of them that truſt in 
them, that magnife themſelves in the 
preſence of them, being things periſhing, 
and ſuddenly changing. For as Mims 
ſaid of Fortune, 7 is glaſſy, when it ſhines 
it breakes : ſois the greateſt worldly ful. 
neſſe but a glaſſezwhen it ſhines it breakes , 


watering them. Here is mans blefſedneſle | 


in Princes,nor in the ſoune of man, in whom | * 


the God of 1acob for his God, whoſe hope « | 


Pſa 46.3 


quum ſpen- 
det frangi= 
er, 


when it flouriſheth, then it withers : On | 
the other ſide, the Plalmiſt ſets forth the 


'L|.ſingular felicitie of them that have: the 


God of Iacob fortheir God,who by knows | 


Virea eſt,\ 


pI 


ledge, \- 


i& 
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Happineſs of having 2 "_ | 


H:ppineſs 
of having 
Chriſt il-* 
\ luſtratcd 
i. ve 
things. 
1. A wiſe 
guide, 


2.A fairh- 
ful iiend. 


Pro.18.12 


ledge, choyce, faith, love, ob-dience and 
delight, have him for their God , their|, 
ouide, their rocke, their crowne, their por-| 
tion : they are happy, they are bleſſed, 
they are ina moſt honourable and {weet 
condition. EG 

Great is the happineſſe of man in has 
ving Cirift : as David ſaid of Goliahs 
ſword, Theres noxe tothat. He that hath 
Chriſt, hath Firſt, wiſe guide, able to di- 
re&him, as the fiery Pillar guided Iſrael, 
and the Starre the Wile men. Chriſt hath 
all the treaſures of wiſedome : he tat hath 
moſt of Chriſt is the wiſeſt man in the 
world : hee that hath the Sunne, hath 
more light then hee that hath all other 
lights,and wants the Sunne. 

Secondly, hee that hath Chriſt, hath a 
faithful. friend, a ſure \friend , a ſweer 
friend, an able, an everlaſting friend. 4 
friend (ſaith Solomon) is nearer than a bro- 
ther : Sucha friend is Chriſt 3 when fa-| 
ther and mother forſake us, Chriſt taketh 
us up. Oyntment and. perfume rejojce the 
heart, fo deth the ſweetneſſe of a mans friend | 
by hearty counſel faith the Wiſe man:Such 
a friend is Chriſt, his inſtru&ion; his pre-| - 
ſence, his love, are better then oyntment 


and} ] 


Don 


————. 


Such a one is Chriſt ; whom hee loveth 


Chriſt illuſtrated. 


and perfume, filling the ſoule with all joy 
in beleeving. A friend loves at all times: 


once, hee loveth to the end. Have Chriſt 
for thy friend, and thou. needſt nor 
bee diſmaidat all the hatred of the world. 
Thirdly, hee that hath Chriſt, hath 4 
ure rocke to ſuſtaine him, a firme ſhield 
rodefend him. Chrift, like Noahs Arke, 
will beare him up in the deepeſt deluge of 
afflition; like a firme Anker, hee will tay* 
the ſhip of his ſoule in the ſtormy tem- 
peſt of all troubles; like a wall of fire, hee 
will defend him, and conſume all that 
riſe againſt him. Greart is that mans ſafety 
who hath Chriſt for his keeper: there is 
more ſafety with Chriſt ;in the tempeſt, 
then without Chriſt in the calmeſt warers. 
Thar ſoule is invincible which hath Chriſt 
for his Caſtle and his Captaine. 
Fourthly, hee that hath Chriſt, hath zhe 
higheſt honour : The woman joyned in 
wedlock with the King, is more honou- 
rablethenall the women of the land, 77e. 
fter obrained more grace and fayour in | 
the ſight of Ahaſuerus,then allthe virgins, 
and the King ſer the crowne royall upon 


Pro,17.17 


3- A ſure 
Rock. 


Lech. 3.5. 


, I 
Iſa, 32. 2+ 


4. Hizheſt 
hono.1r. 


HcRt. 2.17 


her head: hee that hath Chriſt obtaines | 


[| M 2 : more | _ 


ll. 
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Have ( briſt and have all. 


Iſa 62 +3 . 


Joh. 1. 12, 
Rom.8.18 
Rey.r. 6. 


* Sola apud 
Denm lt- 
bertas eſt, 
non ſervire 
peccatas; 
ſumma 4a- 
pud Den 
nobilitas 
eft, clarum 
eſſe virtuti- 
bus. 


” Rev. I 2.1, 


5. Theha- 
ving of all 
things. 


more graceand fayour with God. then all 
the men on earth beſides him, and is as 4 
crowne of zlory in the hand of the Lord , 
and as a royal] Diadems in the hand of his 
God. All that have Chriſt are ſonnes of 
God, heires of heaven, ſpirituall Kings: 
hee is moſt honourable and glorious that 
comes nigheſt unto Chriſt, that receiveth 
moſt of Chriſt; it is not naturall birrh, but 
new birth ; not worldly abundance, but 
heavenly fulneſs,that honors man in Gods 
preſence. * The onely freedome with God| 
(faith Jerome) is not to ſerve ſinne: andwith 
God to excell in vertne, is the higheſt no« 
bility. Moſt honourable and glorious is 
the deſcription of the Church tepreſented 
by a woman clothed with the Sunne, 4 
crowne of twelve ſtarres on her head, and 
the Moone under her feet.That mans con- 
dition is queſtionlefle moſt honourable, 
that hath the Sunne of righteouſneſle clo- 
thing him, the ſtarre of Gods word gui- 
ding him, and all the things of the earth 
put under him, | 
Fifthly, hee that hath Chriſt, hath all; 
ſhee that is wedded to the Maſter of the 
houſe, hath all the houſe. Man by his ſpi-|- 
rituall wedlocke with Chriſt, hath intereſt] 
| in 


|—_————— 


— 


J 


| come; all are yours, and yeeare Chriſts, and 


Ae 
De _— 


Have ( briſt and have all. 6 1. | 


—— 


[ 


in all the things of this great houſe of the 
world. Of ſuch as have Chriſt the Apo- 
ſtle faith, AlI things are yours, whether |" C3. | 
Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the world,or | 3) 
hife,or death, or things preſent, or things to 


Chriſt is Gods: All things are yours; all 
the creatures here below are yours, as 
your ſervants to doe ſervice to you, asall 
the ſervants of the houſe are under the 
miſtreſſe of the houſe : the Angels are 
alſo yours to miniſter to you, as the No- 
bles of the land are the Queenes to at- 
tend and wait upon her : All things are 
appointed for your good, for your edifica- | 
tion, ſupportation and comfort : Whether 
Paul or Apollo, or Cephas, all the Mini- 
ſters of God from the higheſt to the low- 
eſt, are yours, as lights to guide you, pa- 
ſtors to feed you with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding, as ſhepheards to gather you 
home to Chriſt, as phyficians to heale 
you, as builders to hew and ſquare you, 
as husbandmen to manure and drefle you, 
as the friends of the Bridegroome to 
wooe you, to perſwade and betroth you 
to Chriſt: All the ordinances of God are 
yours, as a ſchoole to inſtru you, as a 


M3 Ban- 


Cee 


A 
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Banquetring houſe to feed you, .as an Ar- 
tillery houſeto furniſh you with ſpirituall 
armour, asa Betheſda to heale you: All 
theſe are for your ſakes, for your good 
{ The world is yours, as a houſe for you to 
dwcll in,a countrey tor you to live in for 
a ſeaſon: Allthe goods of the world are 
yours touſe, as the things of the houſe 
are the wives to ule; they are all ſanctified 
unto you: All the malice and oppoſiti:n of 
the world is yours,to weane you from the 
carth,to drive you hometo Chriſt, to ex. 
erciſe your graces, and ſweeten unto you | 
Chriſt Teſs: The fulneſſe, pompe and glo- 
ry of the world is yours, to try your ſo- 
briety, humility, vigilancie and modera- 
tion in all things. Not onely all things are 
yours, but all conditions, whether life or 
death;\ife is yours, the time of life is yours 
to learne and know God, to get aſſurance 
| of anotherlite : The proſperity of life is 
yours to bee thankfull to God for it : the 


trouktles of life are yours, to learne to 


beare thecroſle with patience: All the ſe- 
verall eſtates and conditions of life are 
yours, in eachof them to ſhew your ſub- 
jeion and obedience vnto God : Death f. 
is alſo yours, to put an end to all your 
| | miſeries, 


_ Have ( briſt and have all. 16; 


miſeries, as a Phyſician to cure all your 
diſeaſes, as a haven of peace after all 
tempeſts, as a place of reſt after all la- 


all finnes, ending all ſorrowes, and pi- 
ving entrance into endlefle joyes ; as the 
red ſea drowned Pharaoh and the Egyp- 
tians, and proved a ſafe paſſage to the Il- 
raelites, and gave them occaſion of great 
triumph and exultation : Things preſent 
and things to come are yours; preſent 
things are yours, preſent good things are 
yours,to behold God inthem, to praiſc 
God for them, to ſerve God with them, 
to doe good to others by them : preſent 
afflictions are yours, to try you, to humble 
you,to purge you, to ſweeten the medita- 
tion of Chriſt and heavento you: preſent 
finnes are yours, to make you vile in your 
owne apprehenſion, to drive you out of 
your ſelves, to let you ſee the neceſlarie 
uſe of Gods ordinances, and the neceſſity 
of Chriſt Jeſus : Things to come are yours, 
afflitions ro come are yours to prepare 
forthem, finnesto come are yours to pre. 


bours, as the red ſea to Iſrael, drowning | 


vent them, heaven and happineſs tocome 
| are yours to ſuſtaine and comfort your | 


ſelves with the 'thought and belecte of 


M 4 them, 


i. 
— _— 


| 
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166 Have ( briſt and have all. 


| ther. All things, of whatſoever kinde or 
nature, .are yours, and you are Chriſts: 
Chriſts ſervants to obey him, Chriſts 

Spouſe to love him, Chriſts members re-- 
cciving all from him, poſleſſing all in 
himz and Chriſt is Gods, ſubordinate unto 
God as Man, and Mediator between God 
and Man. Hereare all the latitudes of a 
Chriſtians riches, his having of all in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Let the proud man, with 
NebuchadneFar , bleſſe himſelte in his 
ſtately palace ; let the mighty man, with 
Gol:ah, boaſt himſclfe in his tall ſtature, 


with Scnacharib, magnifichimſelfe in his 
victories, and the ous blefſe him- 
{clfe with him 1n che parable in having his 
barnes full: bur let/the Chriſtian pro- 
nounce himſelfe happy, onely happy , 
| truly happy , fully happy, everlaſtingly 
| happy in his having of Chriſt ; for Chriſt 
| Jeſus is mans ſole and joyfull, conſtant 
and moſt glorious happineſſe, becauſe 
in him dwells all fulneſſe, even the fulneſſe 
of the Godhead boally. 

Thelaſt thing in this verſe is the manner 


how the fulneſſe of the Godhead dwells | * 


and ſtrong armour ; let the valiant man, | 


ID Chriſt, andthat is bodily, inthe body 
Or 
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Yo 
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| in the fleſh aſſumed perſonally ; ſo that | 


inthe hum 


Chriſt it Our fleſh true God. 
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or humane nature aſſumed; in that the 
fulneſs of the Godhead dwelleth : All ful- 
neſs,ſaith 7erom,of the divinenature dwel- 
I&thin his body ; And the Apoſtle addeth 
this word baaily, 1. To puta diſtintion 
betweene the dwelling of the Godhead 
in the humanemnature aſſumed, and in the 
Saints; in them the Godhead dwels by the 
communication of yertue, butin this the 
Godhead dwels perſonally, by the comu- 
nication of the perſon of the Son to the 
bumane nature. 2.This the Apoſtleaddeth 


to ſhew that Chriſt, according to his hu- 
mane nature, is head of the Church, by 
reaſon of the perſonall inhabitation of the 
Godhead in the fleſh.3.To declare the full 
and open manifeſtarion of God in Chriſt : | 
God did often manifeſt himfelfe unto | 
men in ſhadowes, andin powerfull and 
mighty workes, but in Chriſt he hath 

manifeſted himſelfe moſt fully , dwelling 


Chriſt in our fleſhis true God and true 
man, and he that hath the Sonne of God, 
hath the Father , hee that enjoyes Chriſt| 
enjoyes irs the Godhead dwels 


this we ſee, that 
| Chriſt \ 


— 
———_——— 
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Chriſt in aur fleſh true God. 


| Dodd. 


Chriſt dwelling in our fleſb is true 
God. Chriſt the Sonne of God dwelling 
in our fleſhis truely and eſſentially God, 
norhing is wanting to Chriſt that belongs 
to God , thatappertaines tothe divinity; 
whatſbeyer the father doth, the Sonne 
dothin our fleſh,though not by the power 
of the fleth , but by his Godhead dwel- 
ling in thefleſh 3 thenames of nature and 
of impoſition, the titles of honour, love, 
office, and labour, which are givenunto 
Chriſt, 8 the attributes of eternity,of im- 
mutability, immortallity, omnipreſence, 
omniſciency , and omnipotency, aſcribed 
unto Chriſt, together with the miraculous 
and mighty workes wrought by Chriſt, 
doegivean ample,cleare and invincible te. 
ſtimony of Chriſts Godhead. | 

Let us therefore looke uponthe God- 
head of Chriſt in our fleſh,and admire his 
goodneſs in comming ſo neare unto us , 8& 
ſtrive by faith and love to come to him, 
and through him to God; Chriſt reconci- 
ling God and man, as Jacobs ladder joy- 
ned heaven and earth together ; God 
diſpenſing all to men by Chriſt , 8& accep- 


Tacobs 


C—— 


ting men through Chriſt, as the Angels |' 
deſcended andaſcended by the ladder in 


F 
7 
; 
. 
; 
n 
r 
1 
5 
) 


Chriſt in our fleſh true God. 6g | 


| Facobs viſion. Letus againe contemplate 


Chriſt as God dwelling in our fleſh, and 
feare him and obey him above all com- 


manders, exalt him above all men and 


els, loye him aboveall creatures, ſtay 
upon him in all diftreſſes conſecrate our 
ſelves to bis ſervice , celebrate him as the 
Author and worker of all our welfare 
and happineſſe, and quiet and content our 
ſelves inand with him,as the fountain of all 
fulneſle. 
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VERSE 10. 
And yee are complete in him Which us the 


head of all principality and power. 


Cas XFL - 
A ſeribing perfectionin Chriſt to ſuch alone 


as are truely gracious. 


I N theprecedent verſe is the fulneſle of. 
Chriſt opened, in this verſe isthe ful- 
neſleof his members propoſed. Chriſt is 
very free, 8 full, and gracious in his mini- 
ſtrations'to his ſervants: As there isa ful. 
neſſe inthe Vine ſo there is a fulneſs in the 
Branches ; as there isa fulneſle in the Sea, 
ſothere is a fulneſle in the Rivers; as there 
is) fulnefle in Chriſt, ſo there is a fulneſle 
in his Members ; they are complete in 
him which is the head of all principality 
and power. 
| Theſe words contain a third argument, | 
uſed by the Apoſtle , to dehort and dil- 
{wade | 


. %- 


Gracious man complete. 


171 | [ | 


ſwade men from having recourſe to hu- 

mane traditions, philoſophicall dodrines, 

vaine and needlefle ceremonies ; from 

ſecking perfeRion or fulneſle in ſuch emp- 

ty lamps, broken ciſternes , and barren 

trees; conſdering they have perfection 
nearer home, and in themſclves,being in 

Chriſt , members of Chriſt, incorporate 

into Chriſt, in whom is all fulneſſe , they 

need not looke elſe where for perfeRion, 
| forthey are complete in him: 

In the words wee have two things in 
the generall. 1. The Saints perfection, 
and yee are complete in him. 2. Chriſts 
exaltation , which is the head of all prin- 
cipality and power. Firſt, of the Saints per- 


in we may take notice 1.Of the ſubje yee, 
notall, but yee : Yee who are effecually 
called from the death of finne to the 
life of grace, as Chriſt called LaFarws. 
from the death of the grave, to thelife 
of nature : Yee that are ſavingly enlight- 


{ fetion, aud ye are complete in him: wheres \ 


2 Parts, 
I Saints 
perfe&ion. 
2, Chriſts 
exaltation 


- 


' Toh.1 1.44 


ned. asthe cies of him that was borne 
purged and cleanſed from fin; as NWaaman 


Yeethat have pur off the old man,and put 


blind were opened: Yee thatare ſpiritually | 
| was waſhed from his Leproſie in 1ordan: | 


| on 


_ 


Fulneſſe of the faithful. 


Note. 


Uſer, 


| onthenew, as Toſeph had his priſon pars 


ments taken off, and veſtures of fine lin- 
nen put upon him, and a golden Chaine 
about his necke: yee from whom all old 
things are put away, and: to whom all 


things are become new, yee are complete 


inhim. 

Such alone as are truely holy and graci- 
0s, are complete and perfeet in Chriſt Ie- 
ſs. Such alone are living branches in this 
vine, a ſpirituall Bride to this husband, en. 
dowed with Gods image , intereſted in 
Gods promiſe, ſeparated from worldly | 
vanities, and the power of uncleannefle, 
clothed with Chriſts rightcouſneſle, and 
filled with Chrifts fulneſle. 

Prophane:and carnall people are farre 
from all ſpirituall perfeQion, as the dead 
are farre from life, the blinde farre from 
eye-ſight, and bondmen farre from free. 
dame. Unregenerate and ungracious per- 
ſons have no ſaving knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus,no participation of his fulneſle, no 


{intereſt in his benefits, no taſte of the 


ſweetneſle of his mercies. Chriſt to them 
iSa hidden Manna whom they taſte not, an 


| eclipſed Sunne whom they ſee not, a ſea- |' 


like 


led Well of whom they drinke not, 
8 the 
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the Tree of Life to Adam expelled out 
of the garden of Eden; one to whom they 
come nor, of whoſe fruit they feed not. 
Reigning prophaneneſſe deprives the 


ſoule of all the benefits and comforts | 


of the Lord Jeſus. 

Such alone as are truly gracions, are 
filled with Chriſts fulneſle,diſcern Chriſts 
excellencies, and are refreſhed with the 


_ | ſweetnefle of his mercies: They alone 


that live to Chriſt enjoy Chriſt, and are 
made perfet by Chriſt, and have the pro- 
miſe of cternall life in and through Chriſt. 
O Chriſt (ſaith Bernard) hee is plainly 
worthy of death who refuſeth to live to 
thee ; and heethat is not wiſe for thee, is 
fooliſh;and hee that cares to bee', unlefle 
for thee, goes for nothing, and is nothing. 
O God ( faith hee) thou haſt made all 
things forthy ſelfe, and hee that will bee 
for himſelfe, and not forthee, beginnes in 
the midſt of all things, to bee nothing. 
Without Chriſt mans greateſt fulneſle is 
nothing elſe but emptineſle: hee that ſeeks 
himſelfe, and not Chriſt, loſeth both 
himſelfe and Chriſt : hee that ſtrives with- 
out Chriſt to be happy, involves himſelfe 
in the ſnare,8: caſts himſclfe into the gulfe 


| 


of 


aſe 2. 


Dignus pla- | 
ne eft mor- 
re qui tibj 
Chriſte ve 
cleſet wives 
re, & gut 
£16; non ſa- | 

deſopi:; 


i, 
& quut Ce 


| ra! efſe,niſs 


Propter te , 
pro mbilo 
eft, & nihil 
eft, propter 
teipſium:De- 
uw, fecifti 
omnia, & 
qui eſſe vult 


ſbi & non 


tthi, mbil | 
eſſe incipit 
inter onts 
nia. 
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Fulneſſe of the faithful. 

( of the greateſt miſery. To live to the 
Lord Jeſus in true holinefle; is the onely 
way to cverlaſting happineſſe : Hee that 
for Chriſt can make himlſelfe nothing, ſhali 
in Chriſt finde the perfection ofall things. 
| Labour then to bee of their number who 
[are truly holy and gracious, that you may 
bee complete and perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Secondly here isthe benefite, complete, 
full, entire, perfet; complete in the im- 
putationof Chriſts righteouſneſle, in the 
inchoation of all ſaving gifts and graces, 
in ticle to all Gods promiles, in the ac- 
ceptation of their perſons and ſervices in 
Eph. . 6. | and for Chriſt, Chriſt being the Beloved 
. [in whom they are accepted. And hence 

we learne, that 
Dot. There is aſpirituall and heavenly per- 
fection and fulneſſe in Gods faithfull ſer - 
vants: afulneſle of znchoation, but not of 
conſummation , as there is a fulneſfle of 
light begun inthe aire in the dawning of 
the day; a fulneſſe of parts, but not of de- 
erees , as there isa fulncſle of members in 
an infant as well asina man, in reſpe& of 
parts,thoughnot in reſpe& of full growth; 
2 fulneſſe of truth and uprightneſſe,though | 
not of abſoluteneſle: The leaſt —_— 
| | OT | 


Sorts of 
perfection 
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| Perfettimof beleevers. © 


of gold; and drop of water,is as truly gold 
vor. water, as all the gold'in the Kings 


' | Treaſure, or all the water inthe deep Sea: 


afulneſſe in reſpeRt of 7ntention, though 
not of acquiſition ; they ſer perfeRion as a 
marke betorethemthey preſſe toir,though 
they have not yet fully arra:ned: a fulneſle 
of duration, though not of fruition; they 
doe not faile and fall, like Haſae!, by the 
way, but like good travellers, they. goe | 
from ſtrength to ſtrength. untill they appeare 
beferethe Lordin $i0n,though they donot 
yet enjoy the end of their-calling ;; a ful- 
neſſe in reſpeRol. exrention, they mortific 
all luſts, they depart from eyery-evill way, 
they allow themſelves in no-finne, though 
they cannot wholly aboliſh any ſingne; 
they have anieyeto all Gods precepts, and 
walk in all Gods. ordinances, rhough 
they limpe and halta little, as'74cob did in 
his travell; after hee had obtained the bleſ.- 
ſing. : This perfeRion and fulneſs of Gods 
Saints and 'Servants-was ſhadowedin the 
Arke, as it was a type of the' Chtuch ; the 
Arke had 4 crowpe- of gold about it, the 


arecrowned with divers gifts and graces 


N _ glory 


Phil,z. r2.f 


Church, the fairhfull ſervants of the Lord, | 19. 1. 
here, and ſhall'bee with; the, crowne of | 


Exod. 25. 


| 
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2 Cor. 8. 


| 7. 


Exod. 25. 
3l, 37. ' 


| Pſa. 72.16 


| faith, the height of hope, the latirude of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


» 


| ty brauches , adorned. with bowles, knops 
atid fowtys, the Church and fairhfull ſer- || 


| | beautified with the gracious; workes' of 
Lai. 11. 9. 


glory hereafter : The Arke had foure 
proportionable- dimenſions, the faithful! 
ſervants- of Chriſt have- the depth of 


charitie, and the longitude of perſeverance, 
abounding (as\the Apoſtle ſaith) 17 every 
thine, in faith, in #tterance, in knowledge, 
in all dil;gtnce and love : The Candleſtick 
inthe Sanctuaty had ſevex lamps, and md» 


vants 'of God, are repleniſhed with-ful- 
neſle of divine'and heavenly light, and 


the Spirit; thiswas pophanety The earth, 
the faithfullÞcople of 'God on carth, /ball 
bee full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters covet the Seca, \ abundantly reple: 
niſhed wich all the gifts of God ; and this 
the Lord \{ienified by the mouth of the! 
Plalmiſt,faying, There ſhall br'an handful 
of corne in'the earth, on the top of the moan« 
tines, the fruit thereof ſhall ſhake bike Leba- 
02 avd flouriſh like the eraſſe of the earth : 
A prophe 


fie of the plemiful{preaching of| 
the Goſpel, abundant communication of| 
divine and ſavingyifts to men, a large en-} 
creaſe of | the number of'beleevers, and] 


\ 
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| . ; 5 Lhe 
 fweet conſolationsarifing in the ſoules of 
' | menupon their freedome from the power 


of Saran,and their owne corruption under 
 Chriſts kingdome. And this periction 8& 
: fulnes of the ſervants of God is expreſſed 


i 
j 


full | 


 ſomrimes by the beauty of the Lilies of the 


 fyingrheriches, fulneſſe, ſplendor, beauty | 


2 


—.. 


valley; ſometimes by the brightneſſe of the 
Sunxe, the Moone, and the Morning;lome- 
times by the >lory. and rich attire of a 
2nrene clothed with gold of Ophir , and a 
needle wrought garment ; (ometimes by a 
body wathed with warer, and anointed | 
with oyle, cl.-:thed with broidred worke, 


ſhod with a Badgers skinne, girded abour | 


with fine linnen,covered with filke, deck- } 
ed with ornaments, having bracelets upon | 
the hands, and a chain on the necke, figni- | 


and admirable excellencie of thoſe graces, | 
with which the Lord adorns the ſoules of | 
his fervants', grace and holinefle making 
Gods children ſurpaſhngly beautiful. Thar | 
ſoule is moſt comely and beautifull, which 
hath the greateſt meaſure of ſanfifica- 
tion : This is likewiſe ſymbolized by the | 

5rth under the threſhold of 


waters — fo 
the Temple, rifing higher and higher, untill 
might 


they grew ſo deepe, that a man 
Ne ſwim 
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Cant. 4.2. 


Pſa-g 2.123 


2 Sam. 3-1 


{wim inthem ; and for this the children of 
God are termed, 4 flocke of Sheepe even 
ſhorne, come up from the waſhing, every 
one bearing twinnes, none barren among 
ther + for this they are ſtiled, « Garden 
incloſed, a Spring ſtut up, a Fountaine ſea- 
led, an Conkad of Pomegr anats with plea. 
ſant fruits , a Tree planted by the waters 
ſide, whoſe leafe doth not fade, trees bearing 
more fruit in their old age. It is the pro- 
vertic of Gods children to grow to more 
perfeion,their corruptions, like the houſe 
of Saul, growing weaker and weaker; and 
their graces, like the houſe of David,wax- 
ing ſtronger and ſtronger : and the Scri- 
pture -ſpeakes of them plainly, teſtifying 
that they are full of gooanefo, as the ſtarres 
are full of light, and good trees full of 
good fruit; full of piety towards God, 
full of charity towards man, full of know- 
ledge in Gods will, full of faith in Gods | 


promiſes, full of godly ſorrow for their 
offences, full of humility & meckneſle for 
their low opinion of themſelves, 8 readi- 
neſs to put their neckes under the yoke of 
Gods precepts: Full of the fruits of righte- 
oſneſſe, as the fields arefull of all ſorts of 


__ in the day of harveſt: Perfe# and 


fall 
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fullinthe will of God, inthe knowledge and 
obſervance of it, as a good ſervant is full 
in knowing and obeying his maſters will, 
as 4 good traveller is full in his way 
knowing it, and going on fully in it, with 
all his ſtrength, with all cheerfulneſs, and 
with all ftedfaſtneſſe: Yea, filed with all 
the fulneſſe of God, not with the fulneſſe of 
his eſſence, but of his operations and com- 
munications of grace to the ſoules of men: 
With the falneſſe of his will, being filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all wiſedgme 


and ſpirituall 'underſtanding : With the | 


fulnefle of his promiſes, belceving them, 
and drawing waters of conſolation from 
them with the bucket of faith, as from. ſo 
many Wells of comfort : With rhe ful-| 
neſle of his love, asthethe childe with the 


love of the parent, fecling the love of God | 


ſhed abroad in their hearts: Withthe ful. 
neſle of his gifts, as the aireis full of the 
light.of the Sunne : With the fulneſſe of 
his Chriſt, who filleth all things inall men. 
And thus wee ſecethere is a ſpirituall and 
heavenly fulncſle in the Lords ſervants. 
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Ganaih of Saints fulneſſe. 


. Union 
with 


Chriſt. 
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Cnay. XVII. 
Laying downe foure gronnds of the Saints 
perfection. 


N regard of #nion with, and incorpora- 

tion into Chriſt : They are united unto 
Chriſt as branches to the vine; the vine ts 
of the ſame nature yrith the branches ; ſo 
is Chriſt, as man, of the ſame nature with 
beleevers: the branches have their origi- 
nall from the vine, belecvers are begotten 
againe by Chriſt toa lively hope : the 
branches are ſupported, nouriſhed, and 
filled by.the vine ; ſo are all true beleevers 
by Chriſt. I hey arcunited unto Chriſt, as 
membersto the head ; the head commu- 
nicates ſenſe and motion to all the mem- 
bers of the body, Chriſt communicares 
ſpiritual life, fenſe and motion, a heaven. 
ly fulneſle of all good things to themem- 
bers of his myſticall body : They are u- 


nited unto Chriſt as the bride unto the 
bridegroome, they are betrothed unto hins 
for ever ;the wite by her wedlocks parti- 
cipates of thename, honour, dignity, and 
earthly fulneſſe of her husband ; the 


Chriſt, 


— 


Church , by ſpirituall wedlocke with]: 


4 


" v 


| .|. 


I's 


a_—_ 


Yoni of Sainds fubueſſe. 


Chriſt , partakes of the name, honour , 
dignity, and heavenly fulnefle of -Chriſt: 
As man and wife are oe -matrimonjall 
feſh ; lo are Chriſt and his members one 
myſtica]l Chrift. | 
Inregard of proportion: There is a na- 
turall proportion and likeneſle betweene 
the head, andthe members, betweene the 
parent.and the child, betweene the Sunne 


thus there is a ſpirituall proportion be- 
tween Chriſt and all ſuch as, like living 
mbers, are enlivened 'by him, like 


portion and anſ{werablenefle, betweene 
Chriſt and all Gods faithfult fervants, as 
berweene the Sunne and the Starres in the 
firmament,as betweene the King and the 

ueene in the Court, as betweene the fa- 
ther andehechildren in the family; they 
are holy as hee is. holy, in proportion, in 
unitation, in quality, but not in adequati- 
on,” degree, and equality: they are cor- 


| | formed unto Chriſt in ſancification and in 


ſuffering ; Chriſt hath fulnefle above 


meaſure, they-have fulgefſe in meaſure: 
RR | N 4 In 


| 


andthe aire enlightned by the Sunne ; and | 


Jren are begatten of bum,and ſavingly | 
enlightned by him, asthe Sunne doth en+ 
lighten the aire: There is a graciqus pro- 


tion bc- 
rweene 
Saints and 
Chrilt. 


1 Pet.1. 
IF, 
Rom, $: 29 | 


2, Propor- : 


Grounds of Saints fulneſſe 


| communi- 
cation tO 
the Saints 


Epheſ.1.3. 


Toh. 1. 16. 


132 


3 Chriſts | 


| bach bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſsings | 


In Chriſt is fulneſle, as inthe fountaine, in 
them as inthe ciſterne. | 

In regard'of Communication : The Sun 
communicates light unto all the Starres, 
the Sea waters to all the Rivers; Chriſt 
hath not received for himſclfe alone, but 
for all 'his members. Joſeps had not the 
fulneſſe of Egypt for himſelfe alone, but 
for all the people of the lang, to diſpenſe 
to them according to their ſcverall neceſ- 
ſities: God hath put all fulnefſe into 
Chriſt,and through Chriſt hee doth dif-| 
penſetheſame'to us. God (faith S. Pan!) 


in heavenly places in Chriſt; with know- 
ledge, ioflification , remiſhon, . adoption, 
ſanRification, and all: ſpiritual riches in 
Chriſt. God diſpenſethall his fulnefle by 
Chriſt Jeſus to his ſervants: As the Angels 


came downe by Jacobs ladder; ſo doe all 


Toher 7.8, 


the gifts of God come downe to the ſoule 
of man by Chriſt : Of his fulneſſe wee doe 
all receive, grace for grace. The words 
(ſaith Chriſt)which thou gaveſt mee,1 have 
giventhem; the words of precept to di- 


reathem,the words of promiſe to ſuſtaine 
them, the words of life toquicken them, 
the wards of peace to comfort them 


what 


i Grownds of Saints fulneſſe. 
what thou haſt revcaled and given to me, | 
as Mediator , have'I revealed and com- | 


n municated untothem, as their teacher and 

, Saviour. 

t In regard of 1mputetion--Chriſt with |4;/=pure- 
It all his benefites is imputed to belce- | Chit. 

C yers, their ſinnes are imputed unto him, | 
at and his rightcouſneſſe is imputed unto 

ſe them. Hee that knew no ſinne, was made | + Corjs. 


ſe ſinne for us, that wee might bee made the | **- 
o righteouſneſſe of Godin him, not our righ- | 

iſ-| 4 | teouſneſſe, but the righteouſnefſe of 
lt) God; notin us,butin Chriſt. As Joſ#a the | 
gs | | | bighPricſt had his filthy garments taken \ Zack. 3. | 


lW - from him, and was clothed with change 

n, of raimept : {o'is our finne, like a filthy gar- | 

in ment, put from us, and wee are clothed 

by with Chriſts rightcouſneſſe, as with a rich 

els and royall robe, and wee are to put on | Þ 
all Chriſt to juſtification; being,” through | 
ule| | | faith,clothed and covered with Chriſt his | 
doe perfeR mnocencie and holinefle of natureſ =. 

rds and aQions, as witha garment to appeare | . 

eve holy and unblameable without ſpot or 

Mie wrinkle before God. And weeare alſo 


UNC ſaid, to put en Chriſt to ſanitification, being | Rom.13. | 


decked and adorned with the gifts and | 
5M | fruits of his Spirit,as with jewels & ornas | . 
hat | | ments :\ _ t (| 


— 


— 


 Ornunds of Saints fubwſſe. 


ments: Yee are of God (faith Saint Paul) 
eletted, called, regenerated by his Spirit. 
AU things are of God by creation, ele& 
beleevers by the grace of adoption and 
regeneration: ' Tee are of him in Chriſt,clc- 
ed in Chriſtbefore the foundation of the 


God, wiſedpme, richteouſue(/e, fanttificats. 
on and redemption: Made unto us of God, 
not by creation, but by ordination : Wiſe» 
dome, the authour and teacher of wile. 
dome, revealing to us the counſell of his 
Father, touching our {alvation, and ma- 
king us wife by giving us the ſpirit of 1l- 
lumination: Righteouſneſle, our Juſtifier 
making-us righteous through his righte- 
ouſneſſe imputed to us: Sandtification,our 
SanRifier, regenerating and renewing us 


by his merit and efficacie,freeing us from 
the power of Satan, the dominion of our 
corruption , and death (eternall : He 
is our Wiſcdome as a Prophet, our Juſti- 
| fication and SanRificatipn as a: Prieſt, our 


| Redemption asa King: Hee' is our Righ-| 


teouſneſſe Imputative, by way of impura- 


| 


| tion; hee is our $5, err 


and Redemprion, Effective, by way of 


inherent! 


world: In Chriſt, who is ade unto 1s of 


by the worke of his Spirit: Redemption, 


Has FT S3S 


inherent and gracious operation. Chriſt 
(ſaith * Bermard) 1s made unto ns Wile» 
dome in preaching, Rightcoutnefle inthe 
ablolution of ifinne, Sar Ruification in con- 
ver{ation, and Redemption in bis: paſſion. 
Chriſt (faith * Theoptiilac?ymakethus wiſe, 
freeing .us from crrour z hee maketh us 
wiſc by torgiveneficof finnes ; he fanidirh-. 
cth us by ins Spirit the | Comforter. 'Amd 


on, or dc} werance from-all evils :and thus 
it appe:2es, that theze is 2 ſpiritual :and 
heavenly pertection and fulnefle n-all-the, 
47 re ns - 
This ſhewes hovy great ſtrangers they 
areto Chriſt, how Chama number 
of Gods faithfull feryants, Firſt, who are. 
empty ofall faving grace; whole ſouls, 
like the fooliſh virgins lamps, arc -cmpty 
ofall ſpirituall and heavenly oyle; whole 
hearts are anempty houſe, wherein dwel- 


lives are\{asthe Prophet faid of Iſracl) an 
empty ine, DIngjng forthto themſelves, 
knowledge 'of Gat; as the eyes of the 


diſcerne thethings which differ, any more 


—_— 


thus he ir parteti1 to us perteR redempti- | / 


lethno divine and ſaving good ; whole | 


tothe fleſh, bur not roGod ;.cmptyof rhe 
blind areof light, having no wiſedomets | | - 


then | 


* Chriflus | 
faftus eſt | 
nobis ſapi- 
entia 12 

predicatio-i 
ne, juſtitia 
1n Pecca- 

torum abſo- 


lutione,ſan- |. 


(hificatio in 
Converſation 
negrrdem- 
P10 in paſs 
ronc. 

* Liberans 
ab exrove, 


peecatorum. | 


armiſ3ione, 


per ſpiritum 


pa#acletum. 
Two forts 
of men 
excluded + 
from Chriſt 
and the 

| namber 

of lis 
Saints, 


I 


Marth. 215. 
| Rom.7-.18: 
Hol. 10.7. 


* 


FE. 
. v : 
| ; : 


| Empty jade ſtranger o Corift "Y | 


£ C | 


—__— 


_—_ 
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Empty ſoule ftrager to (rift. 


_ 


4445- 


empty of faith, as Jeroboams withered 
hand was empty of ſtrength , having no 
| power to belccve, to lay hol on Chriſt, 

and the promiſe of erernall life ; empty of 
love, as a dead min is empty of heate, It 
is ſaid of David, that hee was od and 
{trickenin yeares, and they covered him 


ſuch there bee, ſo old in finne., and have 
| ſpent ſo many yeares in the way of the 
| world, and inthe workes of the flcth, that 
though they have much mens ro warme 
them, many ſermons, many admonitions 
and inſtructions, yet they ger no heat, no 
lovedoth burne within them, their ſoules 
remaining like an empty chimney whercin| 
is no fire; empty they are of all the 
fruits of rightcouſneſſe, as a withered 
branch is empty of grapes; Such men bave 
nothing of Chriſt inthem , as the empty 
ciſterne hath nothing in it of the foun- 
tain; Such mencan do nothing to the refiſt- 


ing of Satan, no more than an empty hand 
tothe withſtanding of the enemy inthe bat- 
tel. The unclean Spirit finding the hovſe exv- 


- {Marth. 12-| py, entred in with ſeven ethers worſe thes 


himſclfe : Such arc unprofitable to others 


thena blind man can diſcerne of colours; | 


with clothes, bur hee gotno heat: Many | 


V- - 


_Jin 


+1" * Fullof fingmpty of Chriſt 


[as an empty lanthorne that gives no light 


in their ſpirituall diſtreſſes, like the pits 
which were empty 
the Nobles came unto them in their thirſt : 


to him that travels in the dark, like the fig- 
tree which bare no fruit when Chriſtcame 
to it in his hunger : Such men know not 
how to comfort themſelyes, how to ſuſtain 


they have nothing of God and Chriſt at 
home within themſclves, in their owne 

hearts: but as Hagars bottle was empty, 
had #o water in it, neither knew ſhe which 
way to looke for water to refreſh her, but 
ſate downe and wept ; ſo are their ſoules | 
empty , and when trouble comes upon 
them, they know not which way to looke 

for comfort ; they have no ankerto' fay! 
them inthe ſtorme, butare ( as the Pſal- | 
miſt ſaith of the Mariners inthe tempeſt) 
even 48 their wits end: Such men are a dil. 

honour tothe Goſpel;a ſhame to the Chri. | 
ſtian profeſſion, as an empty Scholar that 
hath no learning in him,isa diſgrace tothe 
Schoole,or a barrenTree a diſcredit tothe 
Orchard :To ſuch men it may be ſpoken, 


when the childrew of | Jer. 14-3. 


and ſtay themſelves in their own diſtrefle; | 


aS once <Archidamue ſpake unto his ſon, | 


raſhly conflicting with the Arhenians, 


_ wanting | 


Geca.2s, 


Pal. 107. 
27. 


| 
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Full of fin;empty of Chrift. * « ; 


bus alle, 
ale AILHES 
adit 


I9. 
John 15. 


2 King. 10» 
21, 


Er. F- 27, 
Iſa.22.2, 


I wanung ſtrength to make his part ave 


|rous, ſoinreligion profefſion without pra- 


Matth. 21, | 


[are from Chriſt, who in ſtead of ſpirituall 


| exdt#the other ; ſome are full of fraud and | 


again{t chem, Either addeto thy ſtrength, 
ortakefrom thy boldnefle: fomult' theſe 
menceither adde to their ſhew more power 
 ofgodlinefle intheir converſation,or ceale 
trom their profeſſion. For as in warrcau- 
dacionfneſle without ſtrength is dange- 


Riceis ſcandalous : and what is the end of | | 
ſuch empty and barren Chriftians , butas 
the tree that had leaves without fruit was 
curſed, and the withered branches caſt inio 
the fire and burned - fo the curle and ever- 
laſting burning will be theſe menslaſt por- 
tin. 

2 This likewiſe ſhewes howfarre they 


and heavenly fulneſs,have a falnefle of fin 
and uncleannefie within them ; fome being 
full of worldly mindedneſle, of diſtrating 
cares and cogitations,as the fluggards field 
was full of thornes and briars; ſome are 
full of idolatry and ſuperſtition , - fall of 
errour,herefic , and corrupt opinions , as 
Baals houſe was full of Idelaters from one 
full of birds ;- ſome are 


deceit , 45 4 cage 


| fullof ſtirres,tamulrs;and contentions, as 


he. —_— 


—__— —_— 


= 


m—_ 


! 


© Fullof fnompy of:Chriſt. 


the Scais full of ſftormes z, fame are full of 
hypocriſie , fullgf many noiſome and fil- 

thy luſts,as the Phariſces Sepulchres were 
whited withour; lt {#f of: dead erens boxes 


| within ; {one me full off malice; wrath, | 27 


and indigadtion, asthe ſetpenss are full of 
deadly poifon ; ſome are full of curling, 
{wearing, &vill peaking, as the woman on 
the ſcatlerioatpured wh was full of the 
names of blaſphemy, and thicgolden cup in 
her hand fo! ofab abdninations and filthineſs: 
and what. atrcnds this fulneſſe of impicry | 
and profanenefle; but fulneſſe of ſhame, 
fulneſſe of woes , fulnefſe of everlaſting 


rortures ! Fulnefle of vengeance ever waits|| 


upon fulnelleof nc 


et Cu». XVTRr: | 
arg "+he filneſſe of the Saints by 


St aithy 1s 0f markes , with foure 
Toni a labour fo} fult: 


[ne rniptenh us then duelyto ex. | 
mineth«; tate of our foules', and to! 
labourforerand comfortable evidence 
of-this ſpitital}” md heavenly" fultiede. | 
— - enaigns this fulnes ll de difcer. 
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Rev.17. 34 
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Charafters of holy fulneſſe. "I 


1 Fulnctlſe 
of reſiſting 
evill, 


} 


Heber r. 


x By the fulneſſe of mans reſiſting and 
withſtanding every temptation, eycry Op- 
poſition, every contradiQtion of the Divell, 
che World, and the Fleſh, As a Caſtle 

full of armour, full of men, full of fortift. 
cation, full of all proviſion , abides all aſ- 
faults ; a tree full of roots abides and holds 
out againſt all the guſts and blaſts of 
winds. The Arke being pitched within 
and without, full of ſtrength , endured all 
the toſfings of the Deluge. The man in 
whom thisfulneſſe is, in the midft of all 
oppoſitions, as Chryſoſtome faid of Peter,is 
aSa man made all of fire walking in- ſtub- 
ble, he overcomesand conſumes all oppo- 
fition; all difficultics arc but wherſtones to 
his fortitude, all Satans temprations are 
but firebrands caſt into the water , all the 
gainſayingsof theworld are to him but as 
the barking of dogs toa traveller, all the 
proffers of the world are baſc. and con- | 
temptible the very reproach of Chriſt is 
in his eye greater riches then all the treaſure 


| of Egypt: the horſe neighes at the trumpet, 


the Leviathan laughs atthe ſpeare,the man | 


[chat is filled with Chriſt acconnts it alljoy | 


to fall into manifold temptations; _ hee's 
ready to goethrough fire and water, hee 


CAITrics | 


——_—__ 


——— 


a ( haratters of holy fulneſſe. 
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|] 
I 


| carries his life in his hand , We ſayes to fa- 


'| ther and mother. I know you not ;z to car 
: | nall counſellors and friendly enemies, Get 


| you behind me Satan, / 


2 By thefulneſle of anſwerableneſleto 
' the whole law and will of God : where is 
fulnefle of grace,the whole man is put into 
a holy frame , and there is a readineſle to 
obey every precept, as the Centurions 
| ſouldiers were ready to every command, 
| #0 goe,and come,to doe this,and to do that , 
a readinefſeto beleeve every promiſe , as 
there isa readineſle in the hand to receive 
every gift z a readinefle to embrace every 
wholeſome admonition , as there is a rea- 
dineſſe in the eye to receive light from 
every ſtarre,' a readineſſe in the ground to 
receive raine from every cloud,1 readineſs 
with diligence to follow every good worke, 
as there is a readincſs inthe hand ofa good 
Scholar to write after every letter in the 
copie. / 

3 By the fulneſle of libefty and free- 
dome from the rule and power of every 
fin : as Jeſuah put all the Canaamites un- 
der, ſo doth fulnefle of grace put downe 
every luſt, it ſuffers no fin to reigne : as 
ns ſa depoſed hisowne mother , ſo doth 

O 


C— —_ 


Fulnefſe 
of anſlwe- 
rableneſle 
to the 


Mart 8.8. 


2 Tim.2. 
z2TI., 


3 
Fulneſſe 
of liberty 
from the 


_ this: 


| 2 Chr, IF. 


% } 


he —— 


I es 


whole lay, 


rule ob ſins |- 


| | 
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Mar. 5. 


r. Sam-15 


4. 
Fulncile | 


of mans 
applicati- 


on 9f him- 


ſclfe ro 
Chriſt. 


that is moſt deare : If the eye offend, it 


* Charafters of bnly ſulnſſe. 


ERR 


this the mother ſin of the ſoule . the fin 


plucks ir out; if the hand offend gt cuts it off: 
it doth not worke by haltes as Sav/ did, but 
deſtroyesall as Samnel did : it reſtores the 
whole man to liberty;the underſtanding to 
know, as Chrift reſtored the bliad nan to 
fight z rhe will to embrace Chriit , as the 
man whoſe hand was withered, had it made 
whole to receive any gift ; the imagination 
and affections to mind and meditate upon, 
to love and delight in the things which are 
above , as Chriſt healed the woman that 


had a Spirit of infirmity , making her able | 
to walke upright : it makes theavhole man | 
free to move and come to Chriſt , as the | 
Rivers move towards the Sea. This the | 
Pſalmiſt termeth an inlarging of the heart | 
to run the way of Gods commandements: 
and where the Spirit of the Lord ts, there is 
liberty, ſaith the Apoſtle. 

By the fulneſſe of mans application 
of himſclfe ro Chriſt. The more fully 
man receives of Chriſt, the more fully he 
doth apply himſelfe to Chriſt ; the more 
the River receives from the Sea,the more 
ſtrongly,ſpeedily,and fully it returns again 
and empries it ſ{elfe into the Sea. Mans | 


motion i 


' 
J 


"i G: hardfiers y oh fanſſe. ee 


/ 


| motion to Cariſt isaccorcing t6 his graci- 
ous receivings from Chriſt; where thereis 
 fulnes of grace,Chriſt is apprehend ed as a 
| King for his authority, asa moſt precious 
Pearl for his worth, as aRanſomer for his 
| purchaſe, which he hath made of vs, as a 


junction with us: andas the wife which 
receives the husband gives her ſelfe a- 
oaine unto. the husband , taus the ſoule 
which recciveth Chriſt Sch vive it ſelfe 
| 2gaine to Chriſt, Saint Pavl ſaich of the 
| Macedonians , they gave themſelves unto 
the Lord 45 to their Counlei.our to dire 
them, astorhicir; Shepheard to feed them, 
as rotheir Knz.to honour him , as to their 
| Lord and Maſter to ſetve him, as to their 
 Husband tolove him, tozejoyce and de- 


lightin him,and bring. forth fruzt unto hime | 


andthis is ſtited « jeelding vp of aur ſelves 
to God, and, a'l:ving unto God ; mans ſub. 
ieCtion unto God and Chriſt 'being ever 
ſutable to the power and dominion of 
orace within tim. 1 

” This ſhould perſwadeand move altmen | 
to labour for fpirituall and heavenly»ful. 
nefle, to abound, as the- Corinthtans did, 


Bridegroome for his love to us, and. con- | 


in every gift;, toi abouwndin khowledge, as 


—— 


O. 2 good | 


2.Cor.8. 


Ro.12.r 
2 .Cor.s. 
IS. 


Perſivaſi- 
on to this 
fulnefle. 


Motives to fulneſſe. 7c" 
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| good ſchollers inlearning, as the ſtarres in 
ight: to 270w in knowledge; In the know- 
ledgeof our ſelves,and bee abaſed: In the 
knowledge ofthe Law of God, and bee 
reformed by it,and conformed to it: In the 
knowledge of the majeſtie, puritic, and 
perfeion of God, and bee humbled inthe 
apprehenſion of it : In: the knowledge of 
the authoritie and dominion of God, and 
feare to offend him : Inthe knowledge of 
the power of God, and hide our ſelves 
under him: In the knowledge of the 
promiſes of God , and build upon them : 
fn the knowledge of the bounty of! 
God, and bee thankfull : In the know- 
ledge of the love of God, and be cheer- 
full: In the knowledge of the gracious 
working of God, and aſcend to more| | 
ſpirituall perfetion: Inthe knowledge of 
the death of Chriſt, attaining to a greater 
meaſure of mortification : In the know- 
ledge of the reſurreRion of Chriſt, being 
more and more quickned by him: In the 
knowledge of the fulnefle of Chriſt, draw- 
ing neerer to him, receiving more and 
moye from him, more and more ſolacing, 
quicting and contenting Our ſoules in and 
i ani Let us labour for fulneſſe - 
Faith, 
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therein with thankeſgiving. Let us ſtrive 
to bee full of love,as a fire of much wood 
is full of heat ; and as the bride is full of 
love, even ſick of lovetowards thebride. 
groome: to bee full of joy with the light 
of Gods countenance, as the favourite is 
full of joy with the Kings countenance, 
the lightof the Kings countenance being 
unto him as life,and his favour as a cloud 
of the latter raine. O let us endevour to 
bee full of the holy Ghoſt , full of the 


| fruits of the Spirit,2s a good orchards full 


of all ſorts of fruit. And the better to pro- 
voke our ſoules to this, let us medi- 


Þ | tate: 


Upon the fulneſle of that power which 
doth oppoſe the welfare ot our ſoules : 
Thereis a fulneſſe of finne, a fulneſſe of 
Satan, a fulnefſe of worldly vanities, 
which without a fulneſſe of grace we can 
never withſtand, ſubdue and caſt downe. 
When the Spirit of the Lord came migh- 
tily upon Sampſon, he rent the Lyon: when 
the Spirit of the Lord cometh mightily 
inthe fulneſſe of his grace upon us, then 


— 


PEER 


Faith,as the tree increaſethin the fulneſle 
of his roots, beeing rooted and built np in | Col. 2.7. 
Chriſt,and ſflabliſhed in the faith, abounding 


Foure me- 
dirations 

moving to | 
this falnes 
I. Fulneſs 
of oppo- 

ling power 


Tudg. 14. | .. 


O 3 _ Satan 


| then his workes are diffolved , then the 
| ſtrong holds of finneare caſt downe, and 
the ſoule prevailerh.: Thereforethe Apo- 
| ſtle chargeth us ro bec ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of h:s might, to put oz the 
| whole armour of God, that wee may bee a. 
|ble to ſtand againſt the wiles of the Di. 
, 4c 
:.Sweera-| Upon theſweet agreement which will 
3reercnt | ariſe from this fulnefſe betweene our 
Heart and | hEaTTs and the word of God : This will 
Word: {| makethe commandement ancalie yoke, a 
plaine path : this will make the Word 
ſweet ard pleaſant, as the light unto a 
| cleare eye, wine unto a thirſty palate, or 
| mezr to a healthy and hungry ſtomacke, 
| or the voyce of the bridegroome to the 
| bride, when her heart is full of love to- 
| wards him. 
3: Sack '- Upon the ſatisfattion and contentment 
| &on | whichthis fulneſſe of grace will miniſter 
"init: | ©O the ſoule: Tt will bee as a /iving ſpring, 
j 1h. 4. 14-| as floods of water within us, quenching 
1199-7 ..| ourthirſt, and raking off all our longings 


Mat. 13. hae 
v5g '3 | from the world: it will bee to us as the 
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| Satan the roaring Lyon is put to flight, | 


pearle tothe Merchant in the Parable, in 
| | ſead of all worldly treaſure , it will -con- 
tent 


our treaſure and intereſt in all things, with 


: Newives to fulneſſe 


——_ 


| rent us it every eſtate, bec in ſtead ot all 


toour ſoules. 


Upon the joy ariſing hence: Fulneſfe of | 4. Toy a1i- 
_ ang ici 
| If» 


orace brings fuinefle of joy, ſtrong joy 
diſpelling ll ſorrow and ſadnefle, as the. 
Surine dorh the clouds; full joy making the 
underſtandiog joytull in the knowledge 
of God, making the will joyfull in the 
choyce and embracement of God, in the 
ſinners free and full intendment of God, 
and the glory of God ; making the ima- 
oination joyiull in the  meditarion and 
thought of God, making the memory 
joyfull in rhe remembrance of God and 
his word , and workes ; making all the 
affections joyfull in the truſting, fearing, 
and loving of God ; making all the mem- 
bers of the body joyfull in the perior- 
mance of their ſeverall offices and ſervi- 
ces to God-ward, This filleth with all 
joy axd peace; with the joy of children {vr 
our adoption, with the joy of brides for 
our ſpirituall conjunRion, with the joy of 
friends for our knowledge of Gods ſecret 
and counſell, with the joy of rich men for 


the joy of heires for our claim and title to 
Gods kingdome, with the joy of Nobles 
0 
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| for our dignitic and exaltation, with the 
joy of Conquerours for our victory over 
all oppoſition, with the joy of free men 
for our ſpirituall prerogarives and free- 
| dowe, with the joy of Kings for our holy 
and gracious dominion, with the inchoa- 
| tion of all joyes in this life, and the con- 
ſummation and perfection of endleſfſe joy 
hereafter in heaven. | 
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PROvV 1. 29,30,31. 
For that they hated knowledge and did not chooſe the 
feare of the Lord. 

30 They would nene of my counſeil : they deſpiſed 
all my reproofe. | 

31 Therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices. 

Jer.51.9. 

We would have healed Babylon, but ſhei #5 not bea- 
led : forſake ber, and let us go every one into his 
own countrey : for her judgement reacheth unto 
heaven and i is lifted up even unto the skies. 
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THE- DANGER 
O F 


NEGLECTING 
CHRIST, &c. 


Luxz 19.41,42. | 
W hen he Was come neeve he beheld the Ci- | 
ty, and wept over it, | 
42 Saying, If thou hadſt knowne , even | 
thou,at leaſt in this thy day, the things 
Which belong unto thy peace | Exc. 


Jos rh apvrnn pn the | 

: af more they grieve at 0- 
Sf ther mens impieties, the ' 
more they are affeed| 
with other mens miſe- 
ries: according to the meaſure of their 
| grace 


Others miſeries 


| grace is their deteſtation of fin, their ig- 
dighation againſt fin, their ſorrow for the 
diſhonour brought to God by fin, their 
ſenſe and feeling of their brethrens preſeft 
affliction, their apprehenſion of the future 
calamities like to fall upon them. Good 
men mourne not onely for their owne cor- 
ruptions, but alſo for other mens tranſgrel- 
ſions ; they ſorrow not only for theirown 
troubles, but alſo for other mens miſcries, 
Whey Nehemiah heard how the walls of 
Feruſalem were broken dewne , their gates 
burnt with fire, the people in great afflict:on 
and reproach, he ſate down and wept.David, 
a man after Gods owne heart, conſidering 
the obſtinacy and rebellion of the people, 
his eyes enſhed out with tearcs. And here the 
Lord Jeſus, whoſe ſoule , whoſe worke, 
whoſe way was as the Sun wherein is no 
- | ſpot, a Garden in which is no weed,a Tree 
whereon was neither ſuperfluous, barren, 

nor withered branch, nor fading leafe 5 in 
whom (as itis ſaid of ©Abſoloms beauty ) 
was n0 blemiſh fromthe crowne of the head 
. #nto the ſole of the foot from the firſt inſtant 
| of his conception, to the laſt moment of 
+ | hispaſſion; in whom was a ſingular,ſweer, 

full, perfe confluence and concourſe o 
| 
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all graces, as of lines in one Center, beams 


[in one Sun, rivers in one Ocean, This glo- 


rious and matchleſle patterne of all perfe- 
Qion,conſidering and beholding the pre-. 
ſent revellion , the enſuing delolation of 
Jeruſalem,his bowels yearned within him, 
reares came from him, commiſeration on 


[it. 1 His appropinquation, He care neere - 


the one ſide, and indjenation on the other 
fide wrought wonderfully with him : 
for, | 

When he was come neere , he beheld the 

| City,and wept over it, 

Saying, If thou hadſt knowne, even thou, 
at leaſt inthis thy day,the things which 
belong unto thy peace ! but now they 
are hidfrom thine eyes. 

The words area narration of ovr Savi- 

ours affection towards the people of Jeru- 
ſalem, wherein we have 


I Our Saviours Commileration, v. 41. 
2 His Exprobrationof them,yver.q 2. 


In his Commiſeration we have the oc* 
caſion, preparation, or impulſive cauſes of 


Chriſtas God is every where , not Loce- 
mtivas, but is freefrom all motion, muita- 


. 
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tion: buthe commeth neere by his crea-+ 


DIR 


| 


| 


| 
| 
L 
| 


tures, 


— 


( 


| 


; King by his Embaſſadours , propoſing his 


occaſion,cnſued his inſpetion, hee beheld : 


tures,as an Almigaty Makerby his works, 
preſenting his Deity and almighty power; 
he commerh neere by his Miniſters , as a 


domimon over us, offcring conditions of 
peace unto us 3 hecommethneere by afſu- 
ming our fleſh, asa Mediatour, a Brother, 
declaring his mercy and loving kindnefle ; 
he commeth neere by his Ordinances, asa 
King by enacting lawes to his Subjects, as 
a Nurſe drawing forth the breaſts to her 
c{yldren, as a Friend revealing himſelte to 
his intimate acquaintance , as a Lover 
wooing, a Bridegroome betrothing him- 
{elfe unto ns.: buthere he came neere by 
his bodily prelence , and comming necre, 
his bowels yearned. We are uſually moſt 
affected with the miſeries of our brethren, 
when we are preſent with them. | 

After his appropinquation, as a ſecond 


He beholdeth all things, as God, with the 
eyeof his counfell, in regard of purpoſe 
and preordination ; he ſees firſt, ad intra, 
andaccordingly hee workes ad extra ;hee 
neither begges nor borrowes knowledge 


from the creature : Hee beholdeth all 


Maner of Chriſs | 


things with the eye of-his generall pro- 


vidence, 


—— ——_ . 
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Comming wigh to man. 


> | | jvidence,in regard of gubernation, limita-| 
* | irion : Hee beholdeth his chitdren withthe 
eye of ſpeciall care and tender affeion, 
bis | | {powerfull and gracious diſpoſition of all 
>| | [to worke for the beſt unto them + Hee be- 
ſa- | | |holderh all things wigh the eye of his | 
[wiſedome: all the ceepe things of God, | 
in regard of revelation; all the deep things 


- of men, in regard of detection: Here hee | 

45 beheld with the eye of his body, As man, 

er & wept.The ſerious view of other mens mi. | 

to | IN | [cries is very forcible to move our affections. | | 

er 'The laſt thing in this verſe is the ex- i. 3 
n- preſſion of his affeRion, hee wept ;as God, _ 
Yy 2ee was freefrom all paſſhon; as Man, hee 


tooke upon him ouraffteRions and infirmi- 
ſe ties, which Divines call Miſcrabiles , as | 
lorrow, hunger,thirſt; but not.thoſe which 
are Dereſt abiles, as finne , ſicknefle, &c. | 
id | | Chriſt, as Man, had a ſympathy of rheir |* 


1 - miſerable condition z as the holy One of 
1e God, hee was rauch troubled to ſee their : 
Fo rebellion ; as Mediator, hee was grieved | 
p to ſec his labour to bring them to ſalva- | 
« | I [tion fruſtrated, and therefore hee wept , | 
6 and did not onely weepe,, but upbraid. | 
ll them with their ignorance and-ingratituge, | | 
= | ſpeaking,out of the ardencie of nis affeQi., | | 
ON, ty | | 
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reſpect of his Temple, a holy Cirtie in re- 


| ſpect of chy profeſſion, the lampe and 


light ofthe Churchrin reſpeR of the rei. 
dence of the Prieſts and Prophets in that 
place, and yet ſhee knew not the things be. 


ledge is often attended with damnable and 
damning ignorance : they had been often 


fered ſalvation, but they knew not Chriſt 
as the Sonxe of God, as the Prince of peace, 
to reverence him, but deſpiſed him as one 
that had no forme or comelineſſe : they 
knew him notas the Way, the Truth, the 
Life, by a lively faith to lay hold upon 


|him, as the Prophet from whom they. 


were to receive inſtruction ; as their huſ- 


their Lord and Maſter, in regard of ſub. 
jetion : And becauſe they did not ſo 
know,acknowledge,receive him,thethings 
belonging to theirpeace were hidden from 
them. Many things might here bec no- 
ted, but their unprofitablenefle , ingrati- 


Mamer of ( briſts | I | 
on, in a pathericall manner to them, If 
thou hadjt knowne; thou that art the head | 


Citie of F#daþ, the habitation of God in'] 


longing to her peace. Much common know-" 


puniſhed, waſted , embondaged, againe | 
— Chriſt came, preached, prof- | 


A em er rr EE 


band, in regard of love and affeRion; as | 


tude, | 


rr” 5 


: [Ba rrenneſſe under the Goſpel dangerous. 


207 © 


— . 

tude, rebellion , under ſo great meanes 
afforded them, beingrhat for which our 
| Saviour Chriſt did chiefly lament and 


 weepe over them, and for which clpeci. | 


ally hee did upbraid them, you may lee, | 


that 

The eſtate of that perſon or people is very 
dolefull, which continueth barren- and un- 
profitable under the plentifull and powerfull 
| meanes of ſalvation : whetherit beea pub- 
| licke nation, a Private Congregation, or 
particular perſon which thrives not under 
| the meanes of life, their eſtate is much to 


| be bewailed : This is manifeſt by our Sa. | 
Math. 11, } 


| viours commination, © woe bee unto thee 
| ChoraFin,woe bee unto thee Bethſaida if the 
mighty workes which have been done inthee, 
had been done in Tyre and Sydon, they monld 
have repented long agoe in ſacteloth and 
aſhes : therefore it ſhall bee eaſier for $0-+ 
dome and Gomorrah in the day of judgement, 
the for thee.\Where God hath moſt, abour- 
ded;in'his goodneſs, he will be moſt ſevere 
in his puniſhments, if the people remaine 


runner of the greateſt miſery ; the impure 
converſation, of the people, the heavy 


unfruitfull : abuſed mercie is the forc- | 


Dot. 


20,21, 


\Rdgemtegts,reay to ſurprize them for 
54h P 


| 


hs — 


their 


th. 


PR 


ler. 9. 1. 


Mic.7+ 1,2 


Ter, 23. I, 


I. 


Grazats of the danver of Foe 


their barrenneſle, diſobedience, and pro- 
figate kinde of life under the plentifull 
mcancs of grace miniſtred ro them, c:u- 
{cd the Prophet to wiſh, that h# head were 


| teares, and his eyes a fountaine, to weep day 


and night for the daughter of his people. 
And for this another Prophet cricth out, 
Woe is me, for I am as when they have 94+ 
thered Summer fruit , as the grape glea- 
mines of the vintage, there is no cluſter to 
cate. The good man is periſhed out, of the 
earth, there is none upright' among men,e+c. 
And thus the Lord exprefled, as in a type, 
by a girdle bought, girt about the Prophets 
loines, and afterwards rotten by the river 
Euphrates, and {o caſt away as good for 
nought, that Iſrael. might ſee how God 
bad brought them out of Egypt, exalted 
them above all nations, joyned them 
necre unto himſclfe, as a girdle about his 
loynes ; butinthe multirude- of their pre. 
rogatives and priviledges, they corrupted 
themſclves, grew obſtinate, and were re- 
jected of the Lord, and the eſtate of ſuch 
people is very dolefall. 

Firſt, in regard-of Fr#ſtration : they ha- 


ving fruſtratedthe labours of Gods faith-| 


full Miniſters, all the work of their Mini- 
| ſtery; 
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tery,in regard of any ſaving good to their 
' ſoules, hath been as the powring of wa- 
terupon the rocke, the ſowing of ſeed up- 
' on the ſand, thelignting of a candle to the 
blinde. As David ſaid of his labour and 
' careabout Nabal, In vaine have 1 kept all 
that this fellow hathin the wilderneſſe: So 


may the Lord ſay, In vaine have I ſet my 
Miniſters,as watchmen,upon their walls ; 


invaine have they, like husbandmen. plan. | 
| | ted, manured, watered the ſonles of the 


people, and there is no fruit. Thus the 
flower of the Prophets, in the per{on of 
Chriſt Jeſus, complained of old, 7 have 
labored in vaine, I have ſpent my ſtrength- 
for nought. 

Secondly,in regard of Inexcuſableneſſe: 


| they have nocloake for their ſinne , they 
| Cannot ſay as A bimilech did in another 


caſe to Saul, Thy ſervant knew 10: hing 0 

all this, leſſe or more. The preſence of the 
meanes of grace amongſt them, is a great 
aggravation of their corruption ; their fin 
without the means. is not ſimply, but com. 
paratively no finne. As the glory of the 
Law, though very glorious, had no 2lory, 


reaſon of the glory of the Goſpel which ex+ 
P 2 


| 


celleth, \* 


I Sam.25. 


2I, 


I{.49. 4+ 


I Sam.22, 


loh.15.2 


2 Cor. 3. 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, inthis reſpe, by | *% 


2 


' 
} 4 


1 
| 
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Grounds of the danger of 


celeth ; ſo that which was finne before,| 


though very great finne , yet was no ſinne, 
in compariſon of their {inane , now joyn- 
ing malice and wilfull obſtinacie to their 
19nOrance. | 

Thirdly,in regard of Perwerſion: They 
are by accident made the worle by the 
meanes of life. As ſome diſcaſed eyes are 
made the more bliade through the bright- 
neſle of the light, ſome ſtomackes are 
made more ficke by good phylicke : So 
accidentally, through the great ſtrength 
and power of their corruprion, the Word 
is madethe ſavour of death to death to ſome. 
Plutarch relates of the Tygers, $7 quis tym- 
panis circumſonet,in rabiem aguntur , adeo 
ut ſeipſas denique diſcerpant : And thus 
many people of a ſavage diſpoſition, are 
diſquicted, perplexed, inraged, to heare 
the ſweetand heavenly muſicke which the 
Word maketh. 

Fourthly, in regard of Deſertion: The 


Lord will leave ſuch a people,as a. Phyſs- 


cian doth the Sick, which arc incurable;the 
Husbaudman the Field, which after much 
coſt, paine, care, labour, remaineth till 
barren; the Lord will leave ſuch to Saran 


to blinde and harden them , to deceivers 
*Q eo 
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every one of us to acknowledge and be-" 


Een 


© barreneſs under the Goſpel. -|2n 


to enſnare them, to their owne luſts to 
rule over them, to hell at laſt ro ſwallow 
them. 

Fifthly, in regard of Condemnation: 
Theſe ſhall have the greateſt condemnati- 
on;the more favours the more torments. 
Capernaum that was exalted to heaven 
temporally, cxcelling all the cities of 
Galilee in greatnefle, nobleneſſe, worldly 
tulneſfe ; exalted to heaven ſpiritually, in 
regard of Chriſts bodily preſence, preach- 
ing, miracles which hee wrought there, 


of all profanenefle, is brought downe to 
hell in regard of temporall devaſtation, 
and everlaſting deſtruction. 

This,by way of humiliation,muſt teach 


waile our barrcnneſle,. obſtinacie, difobe- 
dience under that plentifull meanes of 


and to humble our ſelves under the migh- 
ty hand of God for it. Hana was much 
grieved, in great b. tterpeſſe of ſoule, conſi- 
dering the barrenneſle of her woinb. and 
ſhee prayed and wept ſore: let us in like 
manner , ,- conſider and bee thoughly 


to ſeduce, to the allurements of the world 


for her ingratitude, obſtinacie, plenitude | 


grace which God doth miniſter to us ; | 


_ 


Mart.1i1, 


P 3 affected | 


— 


Cauſes of barrenneſſe "XY ; 


affe&cd with the barrenneſle of the King. 
dome wherein wee are ſubjects, of the 
Congregation whereof wee are men- 
bers, ot the Families in which wee are fa- 
thers, mothers, husbands, wives, ſonnes, 
daughters, ſervants, ſoiourners,every man 
the barrenneſle of his own heart, way. life ; 
ler us be in bitterneſfle of ſoule, and pray, 
and weep as fore for this barrenneſs of 
ſoule.as everHanna did for the barrenneſle 
of her body. The Lord hath done great 
things for us, as for Jeruſalem, he hath ſe-| 
parzted us to himſelfe, ſet 5 wp his txber- 
| nacle among us, beene 4 wall of fire round 
about us , cauled the clouds of heavenly 
doctrine to poure downe their ſweet and 

_ i comfortable dew upon us he hath given 

Jer.z. 15.” | VS Paſtors according to his owne heart , to 
' feed 1s with knowledge and underſtanding, 

«in, | and yet weare unfruitfull. As the men of 
19, . | the City of Jerichoſaid of thot, The ſcitua- 
| tionof the City is pleaſant , but the water is 
naught, and the ground barren : ſo may we 

| truely ſay of our ſelves, the Lord hath ſea- 
ted us ina pleaſant place, ina fruicfull land, 
ina Paradiſe of all temporall and ſpiritual 


plenty ; yea the waters, the ordinances of 
God, the meancs of life are alſo good, 


we {weet, 


: 4 \ under the Goſpel, js 


| out ole, our memories like a pecce of pa- 


| — 
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\wcet, ſavoury, completely fitted to mini- 
ſter comfort to the {.:ules of the people, 
but our hearts are for the moſt part naught, 
and our lives are barren of the good fruit 
ſhould grow upon them. We are 1. Such 
fallew grennd, ſuch ſtrangers to a contrite 
and broken ſpirit, that rhe Word is to ma. 
ny of us like ſeed ſowne on ground not 
broken: 2. Our hearts are ſo growne over 
with the :hornes and briars of worldly 
cares, that the ſeed of the Word is choked 
in the greatcſt number of us: 2. Ourſouls 
are ſo over-ipread with the weeds, and 
drowned in the waters of feniuall plea- 
ſures, carnall luſts, and vaine delights, that 
the mcanes of life are not to a few.as ſeed 
ſowne in watry ground, where itproſgers 
not: 4. Many of us doe ſo pleaſe our 
(elves with a forall profeſiion , that wee 
are but as woinen travelling with a falſe 
birth: we doe ſo flatterour ſelves with the 
naked having of Gods Ordinances , with 
the glorious name of Chriſtians, that we 
regard notthenature, life, power, fruit of 
godlinefle, but remaine univerſally bar: 
ren; our underſtandings like a lamp with- 


per wherein nothing i$ written , our hearts 


P 4 like 


pu CNS 
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Cauſes of barrenneſſe [ "IJ 


Laert.li.5-| taxe the Athenians, quod cum dnas res in- 


cap.1, 


—ﬀ 


| not walke , the whole man like a garden 


like an Altar on which no fire burneth,ouf 
faith like Jeroboams withered arme, our af- 
tkeRions like the lame mans feet who could 


wherein every tree is barren, a houſe 
whereof euery roome isemprty ; the grea- 
teſt part of us, like fooliſh Souldiers, that 
think it enoughto draw forth and flouriſh 
their weapons, never wounding their ene- 
mies therewith , ſuppoſe wee have done 
as much as is required , when we attend 
upon the Ordinance of God, though wee 


\fons doe long to ſee their children ſtand 


never make any particular and cffeRuall 
application thereof. Ariftotle was wont to 


veniſſent. frumenta ac leges, frumentis utc» 
rentur , legibus nequaquam : And for this 
may we beno lefle juſtly reproved , that 

God, having given us the fruits of the 
| carth, and the law of life and ſalvation, 
we ule the former, but negleR the latter. Is 
it not wonderfull to ſee how induſtrious 
the Husbandmanisto improve his ground, 
of a barren to make a fruitfull land © how 
the Merchant fetteth his wits on worke to 
improve his trade? how themarried per- 


like Olive branches round about their = 
ble 2 


; C "3 \ under the Goſpel. | 
le? how every perſon , yea every crea- | 


ture, in his way, 'after his kind, doth ſtrive 
to be fruitfull © and ſhall the Chriſtian,the 
moſt excellent peece of the workmanſhip | 
of God, be contented to remaine barren 
and unprofitable 2 Doe you not heare how 
the Husbandman complaines,like the men | 
of Jericho, if the field be barren 2 how 
the Merchant droopes and hangs downe 
the head, if his ſhip miſcarry, his trade 
faile, and poverty come upon him £ Doe 
you not heare how the Husband, like 1/aac, 
prayes for the fruitfulneſſe of the Wife 
when there is no conception? how the | 
barren wife cries with an impatient ſpirit, 
Give me childrexor I die? And ſhall not Gen-30. 1, 
we complaine , bow downe, and humble | 2. 
our ſelves for our barrenneſſe in grace ? | 

ſhall not we ſtudy,ſtrive,labour, pray, and 
crie unto the Lord our God to open our 
hearts that are ſhut up,to enlarge our ſouls, 
to fill us with all goodneſle 2 ' And to in- | 
duce us hereunto, the conſideration of the 
concomitants , and fruits of this ſpirituall | 
barrenneſfle, are of very great force. For, | 
2 Barrenneſſe reproacheth : it was a 
reproach'to a mother in Iſracl to be barren. | : $a.1.s, 
Barrerineſſe diſgraceth fields, trees, cattle, 


reaſonable 


CUI 4 EINE 4 Mas 4 y - mn. | 
® 
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4. 


Gal.4. 19. 
ſer.20. 14. 


r Kin, 19. 
4. 


-| Church wherein they live. 


Evils of barrenneſſe. Was 
reaſonable and unreaſonable creatures; and 
barrenneſle of grace in like manner difgra- 
ceth us in the eyes of God, in the eyes of 
Gods children, giveth occafion of inſulta- | 
tionto the adverſaries of religion, as the 
bodily barrenneſſe of Hanna gave Peninna| 
occaſion to inſult over her : this cauſeth 
our profcfſion to be traduced,and the ame 
of God to be blaſphemed. 

2 Barrennefle is unprofitable : a barren 
tree miniſtreth no profit, it doth but c#- 
ber theground : barren Chriſtians are un- 
ſerviceable to God, peſter and cumber the 


3 Barrenneſle grieveth the barren wife| | 
orieveth the husband, the barren tree grie- 
veth the keeper of the Orchard, a barren 
people grievethe faithfull and painfull Mi- 
niſter whom the Lord hath ſeras a Shep- 
heard over them: this pained Paulas a wo- 
man in travell,occaftoned Jeremy,through 
the anguiſh and trouble of his ſpirit, to 
curſe the day of his birth, and wrought ſo: 
forcibly with E/iah, that he grew weary of 
= life, and wiſhed for death rather then 
ite, vr Ty 
4 Barrenneſs _ theſouleofmuch 


ſweet and heave ED ————_ 
ort, 


Cee tee 


| his Maſter with confidence, with aſſurance 


| much to taſte of the ſweet grapes of faith, 


_—” Evils of barremeſſe. | 
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ort,and confidence. Doth the Maſter 
ſmile or elſe frowne upon the unprofitable 
ſervant 2 can ſuch a ſervant come before 


of acceptance 2 doth he not hang downe 
the head 2 js he not aſhamed ? is not his 
confidence removed farre from him 2 
When Adam was naked he ran from the 
preſence of the Lord: when the ſoules of 
men within are naked of grace,and thelives 
of men without are naked of good works, 
they have no courage, no comfort , no 
_ to preſent themſclyes before the 
ord. 

5 Barrennefſe proveketh : the barren 

field angreth the Husbandman, the barren 


found noneon it. Chriſt hungred,deſired 
repentance , love, thankfulnefle , which 


Jewes, a Vine of his Fathers owne plan- 


ſhould have beene brought forth by the | 


ting , once a Vine of many goodly bran- 
ches, the Patriarchs, Moſes, the Prophets ; | 
a Vine loaden with many {ſweet grapes, | 
but now there was nothing bur leaves on 
it a glorious profeſſion, a formall perfor- 


mance ) | 


Gen.3z. 


tree mentioned in the Goſpel diſpleaſed | ,;.. .. 
our Saviour when hee ſought fruit and | :8,:9. 


* 


————_—_—_ 


Evils of barremeſſe. -JY | 


Heb. 6.8, 


Mat.2 7+ 
34. 


| this is fully expreſſed by our Saviour in 


 { Jawes, likened to a hedge for diſtinRion, 


field by a hedge the Winepreſſe was their 


mance of religious duties, much vaunting 
and boaſting thatthey were the children of 
Abraham ; but they were barren,they did 

not the workes, of _{braham ; they had 

neither the faith,nor trode the ſteps of 4- 

braham: And therefore our Saviour curſed 

the figtree, 1. 1n teſtimoniam, to ſhew his| 
Deity, his abſolute authority and domini. 
on over all creatures : 2.7 declarationem, 
| to ſhewhis anger againſt the Jewiſh peo- 

ple: 3. In typum, thereby to ſhew what 
the end of that people ſhould be. 

6. Barrenneſle ruinateth : the barren 
tree is hewed downe , the barren ground 
is burned, a barren people the Lord will 
forſake, remove, and caſt out of his fight: 


the Parable of the Houſholder, in which 
the Houſholder is God, the Vineyard is, ge- 
nerally,the Churchzparticularly,the people 
of the Jewes : the hedges are the Moſaical 


for preſervation : the people of the Jewes 
being by them diſtinguiſhed from other 
people, and preſerved from waſting as a| 


of the Word, likened to a Wine« 


offe in regard of preparation fitting them 
| = 


__ 


[ [7 PY Evils of barreneſſe. 


- [tation of his preſence , butby ceſſation of 


to offer unto God the pleaſant wine of 
ſound obedience, and holy and fervent 
prayers: the Watch tower was the King- 
dome, Prieſthood, Temple, likened to a | 
Tower for the ornament, honour, glory, 
which it miniſtred : the hnsbandmen to 


Levites, likened to husbandmen for their 
labour in, and watchfulneſs over the Lords 


going intoa farre Countrey, not for the mu- 


miraeles,immediate manifeſtation of him- 
ſclte among them, leaving his Vineyard 
to their charge : the ſervants ſent were the 


whom he let it out were the Prieſts and | 


Vineyard; and the Lordis likened to. oze-| 


Prophets, whom they beat, impriſoned, 


titude and barrenneſle,the Vineyard hath 
beene long let out to others : This did our 
Saviour threaten ; How often would I have 
gathered you together , and ye would not! 


and for this likewiſe he threatned the re- 
moving of the Candleſticke from. the 
Churchof Epheſus : and for this we have 


killed, ſtoned ; at laſt he ſent his own Son | 
|whom they crucified : and for their ingra- 


Behold, your howſe is left unto you deſolate--| 


great cauſe to humble our ſelves. 7 5/], 


But what necd (may ſome ſay)haye-we} 
| , -tol.. 


_= 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


« Saad. | 


Jer. 74+ 


Pſal.147. 


20. 


Ifa.62.6. 


ro humble our ſelves 2 we have Gods Ore 
dinances, we have plenty of learned, zea- 
lous,godly Preachers; we have multitudes 
of Proteſſours, the firmament of our 


| Church is garniſhed with bright and ſhi. 


ning ſtarres,our gardenis decked with ma- 


chard is ſet with variety of pleaſant and 
fruitfull trees , our land enriched with 
great abundance of all things, much cauſe 
of rejoicing , but what cauſe of humilia- 
con © 

Beloved, Iſrael had the Arke , rejoiced 
muchin the preſence of it, yer fell before 
the enemy ; they had the Temple of the 
Lord,they gloried not a little thereof , yet 
were deſtroyed. | 

Wee have many learned, painfull, able 
Miniſters,blefſed bee the great Shepheard 
of our ſoules that ſends them ,” and the 
Lord daily increaſe the number of them z 
wee may ſay indecd with the Pſalmiſt , 
The Lord hath not dealt ſo with every na- 
tion : Yetthis was a prerogative to which 
Teruſalem was no ſtranger, all the Pro- 
phets were ſet as watchmen upon her 
walles ; the Baptiſt alſo (who excelled all 


$60 Prophets)the Sonne of God himlelfe, 


and 


Canſes of buniliatin. || 


ny ſweet and beautifull lowers , our or- | 
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ſaicrs deſtroyed, The more labourers in 


[dow ; and many who open (as faith the 


Fj mal 


and all the Apoſtles were ſent to them: | 
yet after all this, and even then was 7eru- 


the vineyard, the nigher 1s it unto bur- 
ning, if it continue unfruitfull. | 

Wee have plenty of all things, ſo had 
Teruſalem a land owing with milke and 
hony. Babylon ſate 4s 4 Dueene and no wi- 


Pſalmiſt ) zheir. monthes againſt heaven, 
have more then heart could wiſh, and yer 
have been ſet in ſlippery places: the more 
wee have received, the more ſuch 
ought to bee humbled as make not the 
beſt uſe of it. Ir'is not the preſence, but 
the good uſe wee make of our temporall/ 


ſervants. 


werealſo in the dayes of our Saviour, bur 
they undertooke 'their profefſion upon 


Wee have many Profeffors, men for- | 
ward inattending Gods ordinances, in the |. 
performance of holy duties : So there 


| 


fulneſſe, which proveth us to bee Gods) 


falſe grounds, for outward things, and 


himſelfe unto them. There were' many 
beaſts inthe Arke; but notallclean :Foure 
ſorts of ground received ſeed, but onely' 


Dr IT 


one | 


therefore our Saviour would not commit | lob. 2. 22. 


Toh 6.26. | 


| 
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Tir. 1c 16, 
| 


| 
[1fa.rs. Ir. 
Ezck, 13, 
Io. 
ler.23.14, 


{ one good. Protefiion witliout practiſe is 
odious in Gods preſence; ſuch of all peo. 
ple, are in Gods eye moſt hatefull, to 
Gods name moſt diſhonuorable,to Gods 
religionmoſt ſcandalous , as profeſſe that | 
they know God, but in workes deny him, 
being abominable,and diſobeatent, and unto | 
every good worke reprobate. As wee looke | 
on what wee have, and are comforted ; 
ſo let us looke on what wee want, and be 
humbled: and thus conſider, 
Firſt, how many ignorant, idle, cove- 
rous, corrupt, unprofitable, carnall, and 
cacelefle Miniſters wee haye, who either 
doe not Gods worke at all, or at leaſt are 
very careleſie in the performance of it; 
leaving their congregations as candle- 
ſtickes without a candle, children without 
anurle, families without a ſtewart, ſhips 
without a pilot. Some Foxes there are |. 
among the Shepheards, ſome Drones a- |; 
mong the Bees: thus of old, Some were 
covetous, looking for their gaine from every| 
quarter ;, ſome dawbed with untempered |" 
morter. ſome cried, Peace, when there was n0 
peace, ſome ſtrengthened the hands of the | 
wicked. Thusot old, and thus now ; and 
thus weehave cauſe of humiliation. 
Secondly, } 
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Secondly , how are the painfull and 
faithfull Miniſters of the Word entertai- 
ned? Are they not for the moſt partha- 
ted, mocked,made as men of cotention to 
the whole earth? Doe not the men of the 
world handle them as Hannns ſervants 
did Davids men when they ſhaved off their 
beards anto the halfe, and cut off their gar- 
ments ts the buttockes; loading them LY 
reproches, depriving them of their main- 
tenance, filling them with manifold- dif- 
comforts, eſteeming powerfull and plaine 


preaching, with the men of CA4hens,'no | 


better then babbling. 

Thirdly, what doe wee for the moſt 
part profit by the labours of Gods Mini- 
ſters ? Where is our repentance,reforma- 


. | tion, new life « Arenota great numberof 


us like Micha the Idolater, that pronown- 
ced himſelfe bleſſed, becauſe hte had a Le- 
vite to hs Prieſt, though hee ſtill kept + his 
Idol? And: thus a great number bleſſe 
themſelyvs in the naked having of the mini- 
ſtery ofthe Word, though.they till retain 
their Idol, their covetouſneſle, drunken- 
neſſe, pride, malice like the women of 
whomthe Apoſtle ſpeakes, that were. a/- 
wayes learning , and never came to the 


k # know- 
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2 Sam.10. 
& 
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Cauſes of humiliation. - wy | 


knowledge of the truth, Story relates of 
Auguſtus, how in his ſolemne feaſts hee 
gave gifts, giving to ſome gold, to others 
trifles: So God in his banqueting houſe, in 
the uſe of his ordinances, with which hee 
feaſts and feeds the ſoules of his ſervants, 
giveth to ſome gold , the ſaving graces 
of his Spirit, which are more pretious 
then. gold ; to others hee gives trifles, 
common knowledge, hiſtoricall faith, 8c. 
and with this they reſt content. 

Fourthly, how great is the number of 
profane, carnall, and ignorant people 2 
Are they notin _ of them that ſhew 
forth the powerof godlinefſe in their con- 
verſations,as the M:dianitiſh Armie to Gz- 
deons three hundred ſouldiers, as the tares 
over-topping the wheat ; the people that 
truly feare God,are to the reſt but as Lot 
among the Sodomnzes, one of a Citie, two of 
4 Tribe, ſaith the Prophet. Straight is the 
way, narrow # the gate which leadeth unto 
life, few,ſaith Chriſt (few comparative» 
ly)are they that findit;and amang the great 
number of impenitent tranſgreſ{ours,there 
is no one {wearer, drunkard, adulterer, 
idolater, 8&:egbut his ſinne becommeth the 
finne of the kingdome, congregation, | 

| place, 


_ [ſelves forit, ſeckethe' pardon, ſtop the 
courſe, and labour the remoyall thereof, | 


| the Sabbaths:How untoothſome to many 


place, family where hee lives , hee being 
a member thereof; asthe finine of .4Hchan 
became rhe fin of the whole Army. And 
thus it continueth unleſſe wee humble our 


7 the mariners 9g  Tonah , that the 
ormy tempeſt might be appeaſed. 
Fifthly, what Serials finde ſuch 


wayes, and refuſe to runne- with others 
into the ſame excefle of ryot? Do not the 
hearts of men riſe againft them, their 
tongues reproachthem ,” their hands 
preſſe them  Doth not hee that departeth 
from iniquity make himſelfe aprey, as the 
Sheep to the Lyon, the Dove to the 
Raven'? Hath not our Saviour foretold 
us,that for this their names ſhall bee caſt ont 
as abominable ?: | 
Sixthly,what wearineſſc of holy duties, 
religious cxcrciſes, as in the daycs of the 
Prophet they complained of the length of 


ons is the doQtrine of the Gofpel ; it 
is become like rhe Manna'to of «tt, alight | 
bread, they finde-no- reliſh" it; Gods 


as doe truely make conſcience of their | 


Ordinances areto' many,as Sants armour 


[0 Q 2 unto 


Iſa.59.15. 


Luke 6,22 | 
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Iſg.1.5. 


Ja.4-9,10. 


unto Dav:id,they cannot. walke in them. 


puniſhments inflicted on us wrought 2 
Have we come forth of, theſe as gold out 
of the fire? Naaman outof 1ordan? Nay, 
may not the Lord ſay of many ofus as 
hee did of Iſrael, They revolt mere and 
more ? What effect have the puniſhments 
inflicted on other nations taken in us 2 
Have wee feared by the ſight of their 
ſtrokes? Have wee learned to beware 


tread wee not the ſame path 2 runne wee 
not our wonted race 2 hath not the Lord 
loft his labour in 'regard of any reforma- 
tionon the behalfe of the greateſt number 
of people £ O let us thinke on theſe 
things, lay them to our hearts, be affeted 
with them, turne onr laughter into mour- 


Lord : Humble your ſelves, and mourne 
inwardly in your ſoules by grieving, asthe 


of the ſinnes of your owne ſoules, and the 
finnes of the Church, Kingdome, Con- 
gregation, Towne, Family where you 


live: Humble your ſelyes publickly in 
EE: 


—— 
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Seventhly, what reformation have the. 


ning, hunible our ſelves in the ſieht of the 


| 


by their harmes 2 Arewe not ſtill ſecure 2 | 


Church did, Lament. 1. Humble your | 
ſelves outwardly, by unfained confeſſion 
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ble your ſelves privatly, let your 
ſoules moprae in ſecret, weep as Chriſt 
over Jeruſalem : 'Weep, O Miniſters, 


Rulers,over your people ; weepe, O- Ma- 
ſters of families,over your wives, ſonnes, 
daughters, ſcrvants , that the Lord may 
have mercie upon you, pardon your bar- 
renneſle, and for thetinie to come make 
you more fruirfull in all goodnefle. \ 
This muſt cauſe us to ſtrive under the 
meanes, and in the uſe of the meanes, to 
bee fruitfull in all holineſfle, rich in all 
orace, asthe ſea is full of waters, and the 
ſtarres in the firmament are full of light. 
This the Lord (who by his power created 
us, by his hand ſupporteth us, the Lord 
who hath all juriſdiAtion over us, all inte- 
reſt in us, before whoſe dreadfull and glo- 
rious tribunall every foule muſt ſhortly 
make his appearance) requireth : Grow 
(faith the Lord , by the Apoſtle) 7 
grace,andin the knowledge of our Lord Tefus 
Chriſt : Grow in knowledge, as Schollers 
in learning, Tradeſmen in skilfulneſfe in 
the myſteries of their Trade; grow in all 


over your congregations ; weep, O, 


2.3 : children \ 


the Congregation, as EFra did; Hums | Ezrao,1 


Hſe 2. 


2 Per. 3.18 


erace, as willewes by the water courſes ; as 16.444 


— 


228 
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1 Pct. 2.2- | 


Tit. 2.14 


children by the milke ſuckt from their peg 
ſes. This is one ſpeciall end of our Savi- 


, ours incarnation, paſſion, reſurreRion, to 


purifie us to himſelfe, 4 peculiar people 
Jealous of good workes. This isaprime and 


are appointed for the watering and ma- 


Eph.4«11, 
I 3» 


Col. 1.10. 


king of the earth fruitfull , the buil- 
ders for the perfeing of the houſe, and 
the Miniſters forthe making of us rich in 
grace, and perfed? tocvery good work, This 
1s the fervent prayer and ardent defire of 
Gods faithfull Miniſters. As the husband- 
man defires the field may be fruitfull, and 
the nurſe that the childe may grow : $0 
doththe ſpirituall husbandmcn of Gods 
vineyard, the nurſes of Gods children, 
pray that they may bee fruitful in every 
good work. This is the proper and graci- 
ous operation of the Word in the hearts 


Mat. 13. 


Rey,z 2+oZs 


| of the Lords people, and therefore,l be- 
| ſeech you,giveall diligence to make your 
calling and eleQtion (ure, and to abound in 
all goodneſſe 3 make the .inward and the 
outward man like the tree bearing twelve 


with all ſorrs of ſpirituall fruits, and that 
atall ſeaſons. | x; 


fingular fruit of the Miniſtery : theclouds | 


ſorts of fruit every moneth,be yee furniſhed! 


_ Bee 
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+ Bee fruitfull in your Underſtanding, 
cacic of the word of God diſcovering thy 


tween the bone and marrow; know the 
power of it awakening thy conſcience, as a 
Trumpet awakeneth the ſleepy ;know the 
vertue of it healing the wounds of thy 
ſoule, as a patient knowes the vertue of the 
medicine; as Naamay knew by experience 
the vertue of the river 10rdan waſhing 
him as hee that is cold knowes the heat 
of the fire warming him: Know the Lord 
as a ſeryant his maſter in regard of reve- 
renceand ſubjeRion, asa friend in regard 
of communion, as a father in regard of 
afhanceand child-like affeion. 


ſuring up the teſtimonies of.the Lord, «s 
gold, ſilver, pretious jewels in a rich ſtore. 
houſe; by carrying home the waters 
which are drawne out of the Wells of 
ſalvation,as in firme and ſure veſlels ; by 
engraving 'upon your hearts as letters 
written witha pen of Iron, or the point 
of a Diamond, that it may never bee blot- 


thereupon day and night, writing them 


ted out ; by ways. and meditating 
mg 
24 


ſinne, as a two edged ſword dividing be. | ie 4.11. 


—_—— 


Beefruitfull in your Memories,by trea- 


apoy | 


— 


I, 


AQs 2.37. 


2, 


hs ee 


| 


enriched in all knowledge; know the effi. |: Cor.r.s | 
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Pro-7.2z 
3z4, 


Ezck. 47+ 


Fo 
1 King.1 $ 
4445. 


Pl.35.23. 


| 


all remembrance of them, fingular delight 


firſs no bigger then a mans hand, and at 


pon the tables of your hearts, keeping them 
as the apple of your eye, binding them as 
jewels and precious ſtones upon your fingers, 
in regard of your affettion to-them , high 
eſtimation, carefull preſervation, continu- 


in them; let them beto you as ſiſters and 
kinſwomen for your daily commemorati- 
on of them, familiar communion and ac- 
quaintance with them, 

Bee fruitfull in your aff<Rions: let your 
loye grow as the waters which flowed ont 
#nder the Temple, as the Cloud which was 


length ſo great that it covered the whole hea- 


wvens ; lctitgrowtoa greatlove,, toa fla-| 


ming and a burning fire, a fire ſo ſtrong 


that nofloods beable to quench itzto a love| | 


like Fonathans love to David, a love ſur- 
paſsing the love of women to their children. 
0 love the Lord all ye his Saints , (aiththe 


Pſalmiſt; love him with a childs love, a| 


friends love, a wifes love: love him with 
all manner of love ; love him purely in 
regard of the ſpring whence your love ari- 
ſeth, love him. ſincerely for the quality, 
love him fervently for the meaſure , love 


him continually, conſtantly , for thetime, 


lov 


—— 


|tovehim univerſally for the extent ; love 
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him in his-Attributes as a God of power 
ſupporting,a God of wiſedome guiding, a 
God of mercy forgiving; love him in his 
Creatures as an Almighty Maker , love 
him in his Word as a King preſcribing 
lawes af obedience , as a friend revealing. 
his counſels , declaring the riches of his 
mercies ; -love him in Chriſt Jeſus as a Fa- 
ther, love him in his children as the foun- 
taine of all grace and ſanRification. 

Bee fruitfull in all your ſufferings: As 
ſpices, the more bruiſed the more fra- 


fit ardentior : letall your ſufferings be as 
Schoolemaſters teaching , fires purging, 
trumpets awakening , ſpurres quickning, 
winds driving neerer to God ; comeforth 
of the fornace of afflition, as gold out of 
the fire ; be able to ſay,out of experience, 
to Satan tempting,to the world hating,tra- | 
ducing, perſecuting , as Joſeph ſaid to his 


grant , reſemble the fire in Nymphens, | 
| which, if we give credit to P/izy,/mbribus 


—_— 


4. 


ZAC.I 0.9. 


Gen-5o, 
20, 


brethren , Tethought evill againſt me, but | 
God meant it unto good ,. as it iS this 
day. 

Be fruitfull in your Callings : Mini- 


ſters inteaching, Magiſtrates ingoverning, 
| every 


>. 


hs 
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| 


| every man in his particular Calling: As 


| olive branch of ſome comfort; in your 


| full paſture, for the purity, ſincerity, profi- 


every member in the body, the head,cyes, 
hands, fect, areall profitable in their pla- 
ces; ſo ſhouldeach of us be fruitfull in the 
ſtation wherein the Lord hath ſet us. E- 
yery wheele in theclock hath his motion, 
doth his part;every ſtarre inthe firmament 
fendeth forth his influence,giveth his light: 


abide and befruitfall. 

6 Be fruitfull in all your ARions: in 
your hearing , as fields receiving good 
ſeed: in your prayers, draw ſome water 


rurne empty, butlike Noahs Dove with an 


meetings, Conſider one another, provoke one 
another to good workes; in your ſpeeches, 
let your 79ngue be as choice ſzbver, and fruit- 


— 0g of wnne = 
ding, filling the hungry, rejoycing the for- 
| rowfull, ſtrengthening the weake, by your 
gracious communication as by a ſpirituall 
banquet;in your families, — man 8 
wife, like Zachary and EliFabeth walk is all 
the ordinances of God,and be blameles;every 


ſo muſt every perſon in that politicall or | 
eccleſiaſtical orb, whereGod hath ſet him, | 


out of Gods well ; let not thy prayer re-| 


EIN aaa. wc F—T "YN | —— . 


| maſter, 


\ 


| delivered, religious dutics there obſerved ; 
in regard of the lively faith and holy life | 
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maſter, like A braham,command his people 
to keepe the way of the Lord ; every ſervant, 
like Joſeph in Potiphars houle, ſo religious 
towards God, ſo obſervant of his maſter, 
ſo faithfull in his Calling , that all his un- 
dertakings may be proſperous; every ſon 
and daughter ſo attentive to the parents in- 
ſtruion, ſo full of grace and godlineſle, 
that they may makeglad the hearts of their | 
parents , be an ornament to their families, 
as the flowersto the garden ; every ſubjet 


Gen, 18. 
I 9+ 


ſoloyall, fairhfull , and obſequious to his | 
Soveraigne, that he prove both an honour 


and ſtrength to the Kingdomez every | 
houſhold, like Philemons houſe, « Church of 
God, in regard of holy inſtruions there 


of ſuch as live init: thus let us endeyonrto 
be fruitfull , thus let us grow in grace. 
Hearken , beloved , how Saint Paul per- 
[wades you,we beſeech you, brethren, and 
exhort you by the Lord Jeſus, that as ye have 
received of us how ye ought to walke aud to 


| Philem. 
verl.2. 


| 


r Theſ, 4. | 


| I 


pleaſe God , ſo ye would abound more and! 
more : Conſider, deare Chriſtians , how 


2 Pet. o5g 
6,7. : 


Saint Peter preſſcth it, Giving all dili- 
gence, adde to your faith vertae, and to ver- 
tne 
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: Gen.4q3- 


Ifa.1.16. 


— 


tue knowledge, to knowledge temper ance,and 
to temperance patience,and to patience godli. 
neſſe. And to the end you may be fruitfull 
under the meanes, you muſt be, 

x Carefull in preparing : a prepared 
field is made fruitfull by the ſeed , and a 
prepared ſoule receiveth much benefit.by 
the ordinances of the Lord ; you muſt put 
iniquity farre away from you, Job 11.13. by 
delertion,deteftation, declination of every 
occaſion leading thereunto. Joſephs bre. 


ſent when they were to come before him, and 
bowed themſelves unts the earth, and then 
Joſeph made them eat and drinke, andthey 


before our Joſeph, our God , and our 


| Chriſt, we muſt waſh and be cleane ; wee 


muſt make ready our eare to heare, our 
heart to pray,and preſent our petition be- 
fore the Lord , andthen the Lord Jeſus 
will ſup with us, feaſt and feed us,and make 
us merry, joyfull with him in his Ordinan- 
ces. 


God, the place where the meanes 15: we 
muſt wiſely forecaſt all our buſineſle, that 


we be nothindered;husband our time w_ 
| - tnar 


thren waſhed their feet made ready their pre-| ' 


were merry with him: thus when we come | - 


2 Diligent in frequenting the houſe of | 


Meanes of fruitfulneſſe. 
that we may havetime to ſpare for good 
duties. Cleanthes carried water by night 
that he might not be hindered from ſtudy- 
ing the Liberall Sciences by day : thus | 
ſhould we rather worke by night, then be | 
| [abſent fromthe houſe of Chriſt by day. | 
Iris a foule ſhame that Shops ,” Tavernes, 
Market places, nay the houſe of Baal, | 2 Kin. to. 
ſhould be full , and the houſe of God em- | ***: 
pty. If you purpoſe to be fruitful , you 
muſt attend on the Miniſters of the Lord, 
as Lydiadid on Paul, thelame man at Be- | a&.16.1, 
theſda z as Suiters 8 Clients wait day by | : 


day, and houre by houre, at the gates of | 
Pri nd. Counſcllours , to have their 
ſuits cauſes favoured, petitions gran- | 


ted : thus muſt; wee wait daily upon the | 
poſts of the Lords houſc,andthen we ſhall } . 
be bleſſed. _.-. | Pro.8. 34. | 
3 Holy, fervent, and frequent prayer : 

pray for a powerfull and faithtull miniſtry, 
for azcalous and godly Magiſtracy incve- 
ry Corporation and Congregation in the 
Kingdome, for an univerſall reformation 

inevery particular family. Hanmawas in| . 
bitterne(ſe of ſpirit, prayed, and her barren| ! Sam.t. þ 

| worb was opened aud made fruitfull : thus | 
fervent prayer” is an inſtrument of great | 
[a power 
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 Meanrsof Fruitfubreſſe. 


Epheſ. 6. 
T9. 


Iof. 6. 20. 


Exo.17.11 


| 


powerto move God to make thine owne 
ſoule, and the ſoule of others, abundantly 
fruitfull iri all ſaving graces. Eliah prayed, 
the clouds 
barrenground became fertile. Inſtant and 


| earneſt ſupplication cauſeth the doctrine of 


life todiſhil upon the ſoule,like the dew #p- 
on the herb,andthe latter rain upon the mown 
graſſe : therefore pray alwaies with all 
prayer and ſupplication inthe ſpirit that ut. 
terance may be given unto theMiniſters,that 
they may open their monthes boldly to make 
knowne the myſtery of the Goſpel. The people 
gave aſhout , and then the walls of Jericho 
fell at the ſonnding of the Rammes horne, 
the Prieſts ſounded, andthe people ſhoved, 
and then the worke was cffeed , yo 


prayed, and then the CAmalekites were ſub- 
deed. The bleſſed ſuccefſe and comforta- 
ble operation of all the reſt of Gods Or- 
dinances is very much dependent on our 
holy and fervent ſupplications. 

4 Carefull attentionunto , and a heed- 
full hiding of the Word'inour heatts. As 
Benhadads ſervants watched what Ahab 
would ſpeake , fo muſt we watch with all 


 heedfulnefle whatthe Lord doth ſpeaketo 
por _ 


poured downe their raine , the | 


was obtained : As Joſuah fonght, ſo Moſes |. 


A DOA Re A eo9uu nM.” ou wnaf 0 A << & mmc | 


Py, 0 


er =$3 


Magie of fruitfulneſſe. 


usin his Word, and by his Miniſters ; we 
muſt carefully marke and thoroughly view 
it; we muſt, with Cornelius, heare with at- 
tention, diligence, circumſpeRion, and re- 
verence, what the Lord doth ſay unto us. 
W hat Serbidius Scevola was wont to ſay 
of the civill law, Jus civile ſcriptum eſt vi- 
gilantibus, non dormitantibus, raay much 
more truely be ſpoken of the ſpirituall 
law, and holy Word of God; andas wee 
muſt be vigilant, wary, watchfull in hea- 


Word inour hearts,as the wiſe Merchant 
hid kis pearle, that it may warme us as fire 
hiddeninapile of wood,that it may ſtreng- 
thenus as meat digeſted in the ſtomacke, 
fructifie as ſeed hidden inthe ground, that 


ring, ſo we muſt be carcfull to hide the |' 


it may reſtraine us as a &ridle from ſinne, | 
quicken usas a ſpurre to eve | on duty, 
and readily diſpoſe, fit, me us for 
every religious and holy performance. | 

5 Spirituall elevation of the heart to a 
more highand heavenly frame and temper: 
the ſonle muſt be digburthened of worldly 
cares and earthly diſtrations; the ſeed 
| doth not proſper where the thorwes remain 


faſt rooted intheground. It isan Axiome | 
among the Mathematicians, Yel« eoramq; | 
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Col. 3.12. 


| antemne quo altins malo affiguntur,eo velo- 
| Cius naVim impellunt ; and they render the 
| realon, quia virtus movens, quo eſt remotior 
| 4 centro, eb velocior & validior : ſo inthis 
' caſe the more the mind,thoughts,ahd affe. 
ions of a Chriſtian are raiſed up, the 
more ſtrong, ſpeedy , and cheerfull he is 
in his ſpiricuall motion , the more fruitful 
incvery religious and holy undertaking : 
therefore, according to that of the Apo. 
ftle, 1f you be riſen with Chriſt , ſeeke thoſe 
| things which are above, where Chriſt ſatteth 
at the right hand of God; ſet your affections 
on things above, aud not on things on the 
carth, 
_ Thusof what wearetogather from the 
firſt branch of this text,our Saviours Come 
miſcration;next followeth his Exprobr ation 
of them : wherein we may behold, r.The 
reaſon why our Saviour did upbraid them; 
their i12norance, they knew not: They had 
Cognitionem Hiſtoricam,but not Myſticam; 
they had Cognitionem | IE » but 
not affeivam; they ha 
prehenſionis,, but not Approbationis.; they 
had Cognitionem diſcurfruam, but not Ex- 
erimentalem. Thus they knew not Chriſt: 
in regard of affeRion,he was asa ſtranger 


Cognitionem. ap- | 


whom | 
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Kindes of peace. 
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————— 


whom they loved not; in regard of afh- 
ance, as a withered reed: on whom they 
leaned noty inregardof feare, as a Car- 
penters ſonne, a poore man whom they 
reverenced not; inregard of joy and efti- 
mation, hee was to their eye as a face in 
which is no beauty nor comelineſſe. Thus 
were they ignorant; . - 
2.Here is the matter whereof they were 
ignorant, the. things belonging to their 
peace, happineſle, and everlaſting welfare: 
Peace cofnethof a word ſignifying perfe- 
Qion, & it compriſeth ,ina large ſenſe, the 
whole welfare of ſoule and body. Peace, 


is either carnall or ſpirituall : in regard of 
the ObjeR,or parties with whom wee em- 
| braceit , it- is either civil between .man 
and man, or” Chriſtian between Gods 
Children, or divine and heavenly between 
God and theſoule of man: in regard of 
the Adjun, it is-either pub/icke of the 
Church or Common-wealth , or private 
between our ſelves and our neighbours, 
or ſecret, between..cach particular perfon 
j and his owne conſcience. The peace here 
ſpoken of, is a - ſpirituall and heavenly 
peace between God and their ſoules, a 


in regard of the Subje&t where it reſideth, | 1 
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Phil. 4-7. 
Iſa, 53+ 5. 


Eph.6.1y. 


Col.1,20. 


Rom. 1 4. 
TA 
Iſa.54-13. 
Iſa-57.20, 


Pſa. 90, 9, 


| peace in regard of the fountaine, flowing 
originally from God the Father ; the cauſe 
mcriting,Chriſts ſufferings; the inſtrument 
revealing and working it, the Goſpel; the 
medium by and through which it 1s revea- 
led, the Sonneof God the Medzator ; the 
cauſe efficient;the-holy Spirit , the ſubjeR 
receiving it, the heart ſanRified: They 
knew that true peace confiſted in having 
perfe&t communion 'with God, -but that 


ſtrument, and Chriſt the procuring cauſe 
of it, they knew not : and for this they 
were upbraided. e 
Here is the amplification of their 
ignorance, taken from the ſeaſon, 7» 13s | 
thy day. Day generally fignificthtiitieHpe- 
cially a raturall orartificiall day « but uſu- 
ally in Scripture day is three wayes taken, 
| Firſt; there is ates vite: as the day is ſhort, 
| full of changes, and attended with the 
| night ;ſoisthe life of man of ſmall conti- 
nuance, fubje& to many changes , ever 
waited on by death. Secondly, there is 


covereth things hidden; ſuch is the nature, 
and ſuch is theeffe& ofthe word of God. 


Thirdly, there is &es gratie : this is the| 


| the preaching of the Goſpel was the in. | 


dies doftrine: the day is lightfome, dif-| 


gr rp, Jang Ws A. 
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day here mentioned, atime wherein God 
offered mercie to them; fitly reſembled 
tothe day in regard of Revelation; with- 
out the Goſpel itis all nighr, all darkneſs: 
In regard of 4dornation, the Goſpel, the 
meanes of grace, is the crowne, honour, 
beauty of a place or people, as the day is 
the glory of the world : In regard of Con- 
olation, the day is pleafant; 1: 75 a pleaſant 
thing to the eye to behold the light, ſo-are 
the meanes and times of grace plzaſant 
& comfortable to the ſouls of the people: 
In regard of Diſlindion; the day diſtin- 
eviſheth one thing from another , ſo unde 


the meanes of grace, the pretions are ſepa- 


raied from the. vile, the choſen' from the 
reprobate : In regard of ſpcedie'preterition; 
aday is ſoone gone, ſo is the meanes of 
grace ſoone removed, a nigat of uncome 
fortable darkneſſe brought upon us, if wee 
make not vſe of the meanes when we have 

it; which 1s the: ow 
4h and laſt thing here obſervable , their 
deprivation of the meanes of grace, rhe 
things belonging ts their peace were hidden 
from their eyes : the puniſhment of their 
former ignorance, contempt, rebellion, 
barrennefſe,iogratitude, they were left in 
2 their 
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Danger of neglefling | 


RF 


Dock. 


| 


Deur. 20. 
I 3» 


| 


their blindneſle. From the exclamation 


and amplification, our Saviour upbraiding | 


them for their ignorance, depriving them 
of the meanes of life for their barren- 
neſle, blindneſle, diſobedience under it, we 
may learne, that | 

It is very dangerous and fearfull for any 
people or perſon 80 neglett the meanes and 
times of grace which God doth offer them. 

There was a Law in the dayes of Moſes, 
that whenthey cameto fight againſt a Ci- 
tie, peace muſt bee proclaimed, if they 
would not accept the peace proffered, and be- 
come tributarics,then they ſhould beſege it z 
and when the Lord had delivered it into 


their hands , they ſhould ſmite every male. 


thereof with the edge of the ſword : In 
like ſort, the Lord by the miniſtery of the 
word, laicth ſiege to our ſoules,proffereth 
conditions of peace; but if wee refuſe 
peace when hee offers it, and will not bee 
reconciled, and will not'become tributa- 
ries to him, but deny to him the tribute 
of love above all creatures, the tribute of 
obedience before all perſons, the tribute 


| of dependance in all eftates and condi- 


tions, the tribute of contrition, confeſſion, 
for all offences; the tribute of humilia- 
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| tion at the apprehenſion of our . preſent 
| vileneſle, the tribute of thankfulnefle for 
\ all received mercies ; if wee refuſe this, 
| the Lord will beſiege us withan Armie 
of fearfull plagues and puniſhments, and. 
at length miſerably deſtroy us; hee will 
| have no pitie, no compaſſion upon us. 
Hear what the Lord hath, to this parpoſe, 
ſpoken by Solomon, Proverbs on. 23. 
There is Gods invitation ſtrengthened 
by the conſideration of paſt and preſent 
correQions, and the promiſe of future 
kindneſle, werſ.24, 25. There is their re- 
fulall, obſtinacie, rebellion againſt him, 
ſhe lighting of Gods counſels, wearineſs 
under his corretions. Yerſ. 26, 27, 28. 
There is laid openthe miſery of their con- 
dition, the wrath of God againſt them, 
the bitter fruits of their rejeRion of that 
| mercy which G24 did proffer to them:For 
this God threatned to leave the people 
in their ſinne, Becapſe 1 have purged thee, 
and thou waſt net purged (ſaith the Lord 
unto Jeruſalem) thou ſhalt not bee purged 
from thy filthineſſe any more, till I have cau- 


ſpoken it, it ſhall comet paſſe, and 1 will doe 
{t, I will not goe back, neither will I 
K's; ſpare, 


ſed my fury to reſt upon thee. 1the Lord have | 


Pro.r. 23. 


Ezek, 24. 
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Rev.2 2H, 


ve: (: 22, 


H<b.3.16. 
| 18. 


Reaſon 


Is 
Propter in- 
certituds- 
nem. 


Cant.5.2 
3. 


ſpare,neither will I repent, 8c. To this ac- 
cordeth that commination of our Saviour 


ſeducing JeFabel, 1 gave her ſpace to ve- 
pent of her fornication, and ſhe repeated not; 
there is ' our Saviours patience, mercie, 
long-ſuffcering. Behold (ſaith Chriſt) Twill 
caſt her into a bed, a bed of afflition,eh them 
that commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation except they repent of their evill 
deeds. Some ({airh the Apoſtle) when they 


ſware they ſhould not enter into his reſt : and 
the eſtate of ſuch people is very dange- 
rousand feartull : For, 

It is uncertaine, Firſt, whether Gad 
will continue the meanes of grace. If a 
man knock long at a doore , and none 
open, he departeth. Our Saviour,Cart.5. 
knocked, by his word inſtructing, inviting; 
by his rod chaſtiſing,by his Spirit moving, 
by his mercies, long-ſuffering alluring; he 
waited long, in the dew and in the raine, 
enduring many ſorrowes, troubles, affli- 
Ctions, in himlelfe and in his Miniſters; but 
becauſe his Spouſe refuſed the proffers of 
his love, hee withdrew himſclfe, hee 
ſtopt his care, hee would not heare in 


her 


againſt the falſe Propheteſle, and ſoule- | 


had heard, provoked,& thereupon the Lord 


Wk | 


| 


PE SET a <S A. 
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the meanes of grace. 


her diſtreſſe. Secondly, it is uncertaine 
whether our life will continue: 0nr life 7s 
but a vapour, and wee know not what ſhall 
be on the morrow, Nemo tam dives habet 


faventes, craſtinum ut poſſit ſibi polliceri. | 
Sen. qui penitepti veniam ſpoſpondit, pec. | 


| canti diem craſtinum non promiſit. Greg, 
Thirdly, if both meanes and life continue, 
and wee for the preſent refuſe ro make uſe 
of it, it is very uncertaine whether God 
will give his bleſſing to make the meanes 
effeftuall. God may leave us under his 
ordinances, as rockes in the midſt of ri- | 
vers, as blinde men under the Sunne at 
zone day ; hee may ſuffer his word to 
prove the ſavour of death unto death, make 
what ſhould have been for our welfare to 
be an occaſion haſtening our ruine. | 
It is not in our power to repent, and 
turne to God when we liſt. David in his 


þ 


life time complained of the ſonnes of | 


Zervia, that they were too ſtrong for him : 
And wee may truly complaine of Satan 
and his ſonnes, his curſed birth within us, 
(1meane our corruptions) that they bee | 
too ſtrong for us: wee may imagine, as 
Sampſon in another caſe did, that we have 


power to awaken, riſe up, goe forth from 
R 4 the 


lam-4. 14. 


Iſa. 59.10. 


2 Cor.z 
I4. 


2, 
Propter 
impotenti- 
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Delay ſtrengthens fone. 


Ex0.17-6. 


1 b | Cor.3,6 


s | Propter in- 


Ezek.36. 
26,27, 


Epheſ.2.r 
Mat. 7. 16 


Toh.1 1.44 
Iſa-35-50 


At.,16.14 


luh.3.8. 
3. 


the ſervitude of ſinne and Satan when wee 
pleaſe ; but it will bee at laſt with us, as 
with Sampſon, our ſtrength will faile us, 
the Philiſtines will bee upon us, prevaile 
againſt us; we may as ſoon turne the ſtony 
rock intoſoft ground, raiſe the dead out of 
the grave, make the brambles bear figges, 
as by our owne power raiſe our ſelves to 
a new life, turne our ſtony into a ſoftand 
tender heart ,bring forth the ſweet figges 
and pleaſant grapes of godly ſorrow, true 
repentance, alively faith, fervent love, fin- 
cere obedience : This is a worke ſutable 
to none but Gods finger. Hee that raiſed 
the dead, that turned the barren wilderneſſe 
into a fruitful ficld,that fetcht water out of the 
ſony rocke, hee alone can change the 
heart, make us fruitfull in the ſaving grace 
of the Spirit. Paul plants and Apollo wa. 
ters,but the Lerd doth give the increaſe : It. 
is God that opcneth the heart of Lydia. 
When Pan! preacheth, and the Lord is a 
free agent, hee communicateth his grace 
when and where he pleaſeth, 

Sinne will grow ſtrong, and Satan will 


fortifie his holds, if the meanes of grace | 


. | CTementnum | 


bee neglected, the reformation of our 


wayes procraſtinated : A diſeaſe negleRed | 


_____ growe 


— 


"Delay ſtrengthens ſn. 


orowes incurable, an enemy let alone be-'! 
comes invincible, and finne gathers much 
ſtrength by continuance; it blindes the 
underſtanding, dulls the affcQjon,hardens 
the heart, ſeares the conſcience , makes 
uncapable ofholy counſel], unfit for eve 
godly undertaking. Difficile eſt ab uſitatts 
deſinere difficile eſt a familiaribus abſtrahi. 
Greg. Can the Ethiopian (faith the Pro- | ter.z1, 13 
phet) change his skinne, or the Leopard his 
ſpots 2 then may yee alſo doe good that are 
accuſtomed to doe evill. 
This ſerveth for the ſharpe reproofe of | ſz. 
ſuch as procraſtinate their repentance, ſto 
their cares to preſent invitations, ſhut their 
eyes againſt the preſent light which ſhi- 
neth to them, regard not the day of their 
viſitation; who fk not the Lord while hee If, 55. 6: 
may bee found , but, like the ſiuggard, cry, | Pro.s. 10. 
A little more ſleepe, a little more ſlumber, a 
little more folding of the hands upon the bed | 
of ſinne, till ſinne, . Satan, hell, come like | 
armed men upon them,and they are found 
unableto reſiſt them. Thus the old world, 
all the time of Noahs preaching, and' -11 
preparing the Arke, neglected their day,| Hl 
till the flood came upon them; the foo/zſh | Matr25.1, 
virgins ſlumbred till the bridegroome | 1-4 
| came, | 5 


| 


4 
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Greuuds of negle fling 


*. |] for 


—— 


; came, entrediin, and ſhut themout, having 


no oyle in theirlampes : Some out of the 
ſtrength of their love to finne, repoſe 
themſclves, after -many warnings, in her 
lap, as Sampſon didin Dalilahs laptill ſhee 
delivered him into the hands of the Phi- 
liftines: Some out of hopeto repent here- 
after , or in. hope of better /eafure ; ſome 


| out of the hardneſle of their hearts, ſome 


out of their »xbeliefe, ſome out of their 
Atheiſticall and baſe conceits of areligious 


* | andgodly life, ſome out of ſelfe-concett, 


thoughts of ſelfe-ſufficiencie and preſent 
g#1dly bufneſſe, ſomeby the perſwaſions 


{ ofcarnall friends, are hindered from at- 
| 


| tending the meanes of grace, from the re- 
jon of their wayes; As the Levzte 
wes f@ long detained by his father in law, 
that hee loſt his Concubine by the way, 
ſhee came ſhort home: thus many of 
us are ſofeaſted by the world, ſo detained 
from gay to day, that wee loſe our ſoules 


\Þyrhe way, wee come ſhort of heaven 
|vellbusto conſider, how in all matters of 
. this life wee take the time, make uſc of the 

- opportunitie : If the body bee diſeaſed, we 


andttcrnall happineſle ar laſt. It is mar- 
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fulneſſe ; fome through multiplicitie of 
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©. the times 


20e preſently to the Phyſician, with the | 
woman of Shuyem wee ſaddle the horſe, 
and ride inall haſte ; if fire bee kindled in 
the houſe, wee inſtantly runne for water 
to quench it; ifacitic be befteged, like the 
men of Gzbeon, wee ſpeedily ſend for 
ſtrength to remove it; if wee bee rob'd, 
wee forthwith make hue and cry, that the 
thicfe may be apprehended: Husbandmen 
forthe earth, Mariners for the ſea, Mer- 


ſtrikes whilethe iron is hot: And is it not | 
2 ſhame that wee, whole foules are ſo 


burning within us, an armie of unclean 
ſpirits laying ſiege againſt us,many theeves 
robbing us of the beſt among all jewels,8: 
yet wee move not, ſtirre not, ſtrive not 
for deliverance? Wee have tif beſt ſeed 
to ſow, the richeſt voyage to make , the 
chiefeſt merchandiſe to buy, and yet wee 
regard not our day, eſteeme not the time | 
of our viſitation, entertaine not the proffer 
which God of his free and abundant 


chants for the Mart, and every Smith | 


[ 


of grace. 249 | 


2 King.4. 


IoC. 10. 6. | 


dangerouſly diſcaſed, an infernall Al 


mercie doth make. O beloved,confider, | 
- Firſt, how juſt it will bee with God not 
to heare us in our miſery, if wee refuſe to 


_ him inviting us in the multitude of 
| his 


4 


Evlls waiting upon the nepleft - 


I Chron. 
28.9, 


.| caſt thee off for ever. 


his mercic : ſhall the maſter heare the ſer. 
vant requeſting, if the ſervant regard not 
the maſter requiring « Remember the 
words of a dying man, of a dying King, 
a holy, a wiſe King, a man after Gods 
owne heart, the words of King Davidto 
his ſonne Solomon, Thou my fonne Solomon, 
know thonthe God of thy father, and ſerve 
him, with a perfect heart,and with awilling 
minde : for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, 


the thoughts: If thou ſeeke him, hee will bee 
found of thee, but if thou forſake him hee will 


Secondly, doth not our refuſall of mer- 


| cie when it1s offered, cut off all hope of 


| phets, and floneſt them that are ſent unto 


mercie for hereafter « Doth not the reje» 
Cting of a proffered pardon turn the Kings 
favour intoanger againſt the malefactor 2 
Did not this give Chriſt occaſion to with- 
draw his mercie from Jeruſalem ? 0 Jeru- 
ſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt 'the Pro- 


thee, how often would I have gathered you 
together, even as a Hen doth gather her 
Chickens under her wing, 4nd yee would not) 
Behold your houſe is left unto you deſolate. 

Thirdly, will not our continuance in 


— 


and underſtandeth all the imaginations of 


finne 


—@O_— 


of the opportunity of grace. 


251 


finne make our repentance (ifever we doe | 
repent)ſo much the more grievous, full 
of terrour, vexation and anguiſh 2 Where 
trees have growne long, and the roots are 
deepe, the earth is very much rent and 
torne before the tree is plucked up. Doth 
not the traveller who hath walked long 
ad farre out of his way, goe backe with 
much ſorrow,ſadneſs,and griefe of heart? 


of our time in Satans ſervice, and when 
wee are old, andcan ſerve ſin no longer, 
| comecrowd and thruſt our ſelves into his 
ſervice 2 | FE 
Fifthly, doe not wee hereby loſe much 


Fourthly,will God be well pleaſed that |. 
we ſhall ſpendall the flower and ſtrength | 


ſpirituall riches, bleſſed communion and 


rance of joy and glory in the heavens, that 
comfort, peace, pleaſure, rejoycing, con- 
tentment which infinitely ſurpaſleth all 
the contentmentin the world? O therfore 
letus not anylonger delay ourconverſion, 
put off our repentance, negle the day of 
lourviſitation, letus not be like Jeruſalem, 
ſtrangers to the things belonging to our 
peace 3 but let us thinke upon the Lords 
patheticall and manifold expoſtularions, 


acquaintance with God, comfortable aſſa- | 


asking, | 


GN 


w 1 
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252 Emlls waiting upon the neglect 


1 


Pco.1.22- | asking, How long, yee ſimple ones, will yee 

love (implicitie, and ſcorners delight in thei 
. | {corning, and fooles hate knowledge ? In- 
Eck. 18. | cerrogating alſo with his people, Reperr 
393” | and turne your ſelves from all your tranſ- 
|greſsions, make you 4 new heart and a new 
{pirit; for why will yee dye,O houſe of Iſrael? 
Call to minde alſo, and thinke ſerioufly 
vponthe Lords free and gracious invitati. 
| fer. 3: 22. ons, bidding us by the Prophet, Tzrze, 0 
back-ſliding children, and Iwill heale your 
Zech.1. 3. | backsſlidings. And againe, Turne yee unto 


| Mat.1r. | are, and I will turne 20 you. And, Come to 
ce a(l yee that be heavie loaden, and 1 
will refreſh you. Thinke on this, and Re- | 


Eccleſ.1 2. | member your Creator in the dayes of your 
F, 


28. 


lyouth: Remember him as a Maker to de. 
|pend upon him, as a Father to-love him, 
asa Maſterto feare him, as a King to obey 
him, as a Friend to rejoyce 1n him, as a 
Shield to defend you; a Store-houſe' to. 
miniſter all fulneſſe to you. : And as the 
Angell charged Lot, Gen. 19. 17. Eſcape 
or thy life, looke not behinde thee, neither 
ſtayin all the plaine, eſcape to the moun. 
taines leſt thou bee conſumed : o let 
{ mee charge, exhort, intreat, perſwade | 
every perſon - that tenders his owne 
EVer- 


— 


1 


| 


3 


of the opportunity of grace. 


everlafting peace, glory, comfort, to! 
haſten out of the Sodome of finne, to 
eſcape from his uncleanneſle, not to looke 
back with love or liking upon any way 
which God hath forbidden, leſt his con- 
ſuming wrath ſeize upon him, but ſhine 
more and more like the Sunne unto the 
perfcR day: Goe forward, like a good 
traveller; bee filled with all goodneſle, 
as the ſea with waters, and you ſball have 
a reſting place in S70z,drinke of the rivers 
which ſhall fill your ſoules with the choy- 
ceſt pleaſures, and bee more glorious 
thenthe Sunne forever inthe heavens. 


FINIS. 


_ . 
J3 £% 
C4 4 
_ £ & 


_——— 


ergy 99-—* NY A SOIT. 


Z THE 

LORD JESUS 

THE SOULES LAST. 
REFUGE. 


' By Afexander Groſſe, B. of Divinity, 
at the funerall of MF. S. H. 


— 


—_—__ 


P26 3. 73. 26: 
My fleſh and my heart faileth me, but Go » is the 
| ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 
Ps AL.141.8. 
Mine eyes are untothee, 0 Gov the Lon vyinthee 
is my truſt, leave not my foule deſtitute. 
SAL. 142e4,5. 
I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was 
10 man that would know mee, refuge failed me, no 
man cared for my ſoule. 
Icryed antothe Lo x d, 1 faid, Thou art my Refuge, 
and my Portion inthe land of the living. 
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THE LORD JESUS 
| the Souleslalt Refuge. 
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R nv. 22. 20, 


Come Lord Jeſus. 


d HE comming of the Sunne 
FX is joyous to him that hath 
2 [as been long in darknefſe; the 
ho *L., comming of the Dove with ax 
olive branch, was comfortable to Noah 
after he had been toſſed divers dayes upon 
the deluge ; the re-appearing of the Starre 
tothe Wiſe men, made them, exceeding 
joyfull: And ſuch is the comming of the 
Lord Jeſus to the ſoules of his ſervants, 
when they have ſate in darkneſle, and haye 
had no lightz when they haye been tolled 
upon the deluge of many troubles, 2nd 
bave had no footing for their ſoules, ;no | 
haven whercia/ to repoſe hepſereys | 
whenthey have wandred, like travellers, | 
in this earthly wildemcs without a gucss 
3 then 
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ET] 258 | Senſe of diſtreſſe ſweetens Chriſt. "% 


then havetheir ſoules longed after Chrift 
Mal. 4.2. | Jeſus, that Sune of righteouſneſſe, who ap. 
Numb.24 | Prareth with healing in his wings; that Star 
17. of 1acob, who giveth lightto them thar are 
I\a-9.6. | indarkneſle ; that Prince of Peace, who 
brings the olive branch of peace to ſoules 
that are perpl-xed. Senſe of diſtreſles 
doth marvellouſly ſweeten the Lord Jes 
ſus, and fill the ſoule with longings after 
the fruition of his favours. Vhen the Gr- 
beonites were beſieged with the Amoritiſh 
Joſ. 26. 6. | Princes, they ſent to 10ſua, ſaying, Slack: 
not thine hand from thy ſervants,come up to 
| 5 quickly,and fave us, and helpe ws: when 
our ſoules are beſieged with an armie 
of troubles, tofled upon rhe tempeſt of 
manifold afflitions,when no Captaine can 
fight for us,no anchor can ſtay us,no friend 
cancomfort us, no ſhield and buckler de- 
| fend us, no Phyſician -heale us; then wee 
long for Chriſts gracious preſence, then 
wee make carneſt ſuit for his powerfull 
affiſtance, then we ſay, Come Lord feſus.. 
"Theſe words are almoſt the laſt words 

, ofthe whole word of God,the laſtwords 
(as T have heard) uttered by this deceaſed 
partie, which gave mee occaſion at this 
time (bcing the laſt office weeare bo: pets 
| | rme 


; | Senſe of diſtreſſe fweetens Chriſt. 259 is y 


| formetowards him) to treat of them, to| 
| commend them to you conſideration, 
' the better to prepare. youall for your liſt 
reckoning, tofit yol for: the day of-your 
diſſolution, to perſwade and move you to | 
 Jabour for ſuch faith, fuch love, ſuch repen: | 
tance, ſuch; competencie of all ſaving | 
graces, that atthe houre of your departure | 
out of this earthly pilgrimage, you may | 
bee able, as friends and ſervants, as the | 
ſpouſe and bride; as ſorines and daughters 
of God and: Chriſt i Jeſus, to ſay, Come 
Lord Tefwb=\ 5 if ON Oo 

Thetfordsare aholy and fervent with | 
and defire, vote, and prayer of 7ohn the | 
Evanpelift, inhis owne,and inthename of 
all the faithfull, for the ſpeedy, gracious, 
and glorious comming of the Lord Jeſus. 
rhnche-Evangeliſt was! Chriſts 'be/oved | Job-t 3-23 | 
Diſciple, ohe-who inthe dayes of his 
fleſh had tepoſed himlſelfe in Chriſts'Vbo-. 
ſome,and here defires: Chriſts: comming: 
By how much the neerer communion wee | ore, | 
have now with Chriſt by grace and: hos | 
lineſle; by ſo:much rhe”: more his '{econd 
comming'is deſired. by us'? Grace and ho- | - 
lineſſe eſtares'us inthe conditionof formes | +... 


and danghters to God: the Father; in the 
| 2d ” _ condition 
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L Chriſts comming joyou3 


condition of-Bride & Spouſe to Chriſt | 2 


' | Chriſt Jeſas.| The: unſanified man that 


© | furure calamity; provided tor the-other, 


ſus;inticle usto all, Godspromiſes,{weeten 
all Gods: teſtinionies, make all Gods or- 
dinances theſavaurof life to life unto'us, 
 ſertle us intheſenſc of -Go9s loving kind- 
neſſe, in the. affurance. of the forguveneſle 
of all our fiates and offences; and ſo make. 
the ſecond:comming of Chriſt moſt deti- 
rous: Want, of holinelle deprivesthe ſouls 
of men of all the ſweet and heavenly com- 

forts ariſing from the fecond:-comming of 


ſayes, Come Lord Teſus, prayeguGod to 


arg ley 0 wo me ow 
ming, beggs his owne ſpeedy al 

deſtrution. Labour therfore.inthe dayes 
of your life for holineſle, that you ma 
with comfort: inthe houre of,your-'deat 
fay, Come Lord Ieſws, ', Tohn xhe -_-— 
liſthad ſee, in a viſiongtheChurches atfl| 
Rion, the, adverfaries inſultation, the fu- 
| ture felicitic propared for the one,and the 


haſten his eternall vengeance;abee that | 


and Chriſt made glorious: in both; and 
therefore hee prayes, Cone. Lord ; Jeſus, 
No man rightly defires Chrifts comming, 


_—_— —_ 


but he that hath affurance of-the good and} 
FOG x bene-! 


ks ali 


a mn the righteous. by 


beriefiteof his coming: Tothem the day of 


Get aſſurance of Chriſts comming as a; 


| Lord Teſwe. 


W wiſh and. ſupplication ; and the 


Chriſt is as the day of harycſt to the hul- 
bandman, as the day of deliverance to 
the priſoner, as the day of coronation to 
the King, as the: diy of wedlocke to the 
bride; a day of triumph and exaltation, a 
day of freedome and conſolation, a day of | 
re(t and fatisfation ; to them the Lord 
Jeſusis all ſweetneſſe, as wine #0,1be pa- | 
lite, and oyntment to the noſtrill ; ſaith Se- 
lomon. Honyin the mouth ( ſaith Bernard) 
muſick inthe eare, and a jubilee in the heart. 


Ranſomerto redeeme you, asa Conque- 
rour:to ſubdue all your enemics under. 


you,as a Friend to comfort you, as a King | 
to honour you, as' a Phyſician to heale/|' 
you,as a | Bridegroome to marry you} 


and:then ſhall-you with confidence and 


boldneſſe, with: joy and gladnefle, with | 


vehement and holy longings, ſay , Come 


Ia the wordsthere is A0tus & Movers, 
1-2M0t10n; and 2.a Mover: the motion, 


Come;the mover; the Lord 7eſus. Firſt of 
the: motion, whereinis the Afodas, the' 
manner of uttering theſe words, by way | 


Cant 1, 
2,3» 

Mel in ore, 
wmelss zi an | 
P,14b1'us 
1 cordc. 


S 4 Gen, 


——— 


 Chriſts comming joyous. 


Genws, or kinde of motion, Come. TheE- 
yangcliſt defireth Chriſt to come : Chriſt, 
as God, is every wherc, and in reſpeR of 
his eſſence doth neither goe nor come, his 
divine effence being free from all motion 


.| by his Miniſters, asa King by his Embaſla- 
dours; by his ordinances,asa Prince by his 
lawes; by his gifts and graces,as the Sunne 
by his beames and light ; by his caſtigati- 
|| onsand afflictions, as a man of warre by 
-[ his armies ; by his favours and bleſlings,as. 
a friend by his love-tokens: As Man, he 
came once by incarnation, taking our fleſh 


riousand dreadful Judgeto render toeve- 
ry man according to his worke : and in 
this reſpeQ principally doth the Evangeliſt 
here deſire him to come; to come as a 
Judge to ſubvert Antichriſt, to ſubdue the 
kingdome of finzeand Satan, to render to 


to comeas Redeemer,to bring a full and 
finall deliverance” toall belcevers, to all 
contrite and broken hearted finners from 
all evils, and to conferre upon them all 
peaceand bliſſe, all glory and happineſle, 


and mutation: yet, as God, hee commeth | - 


upon him, and ſhall comeart laſt as a glo»| 


all ungodly men accordingto theirdoing | 


— cc  w_ ot - _ @ 


this being the deſire and prayer of all the 
- faith- 


——_— 


faithfull] of all that have received the ſpi- 
rit ofadoption: We may hence learne, that 


It is the unfained deſire of Gods faith- 


full ſervants, t# have the: full fruition of | 
Chrift Teſus. Abſolon fo deſired to ſee the | 
| face of Davidthe King and his father,that | 
he valucd'it above his life: the Lords fer- 
vants ſo: defire-to ſee the face of Chriſt 
their King and Redeemer, and to havethe 


full enjoyment of his comfortable and |. 


glorious preſence, that nothing is ſo pre- 
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tious ir} their apprehenſions, valued -and 
| eſteemed - by them aboye' the deareſt 
earthly poſleflions, above the choyceſt 
worldly comforts,above wine which ma- 
kethglad the heart, above the increaſe of 
corne and wine,the joy of the tichz above 
life the choycelt pearle; and deercſt trea? 
furcignatures cloſer. If the dawning of 
the day bee ſo: joyous, how much more 
pleaſant is the Sunne "riſing e If the firſt 
fruits be ſo ws eg how- much more | 
abundantly. joyfu! vs the full vintage <7 If 
the glimpſe of Gods facebee ſo much de. 
fired, how much more defireable is the | 
fulncſſe of Gods countenance reſerved for | 
us in the heavens: which the Pſalmiſt doth 
illuſtrate by a-ſimilitude taken w— _ 
C 


Doct. 


2 Sam.14 
" 


Can, 1.3. 
Pſa 4-6, T7. 
Pſa. 63. 3- 


| 26a : 


——, 


Pſa.qz. 


I,%. 


8 


_ 


2 Cor.s.2 


' | Chriſt; whoſe righteouſnefleis [their rich 
| nd royall robe, their pure and ſpotleſle 


A 


| God long for heaven, their houſe and ha- 


| bee clothed upon with our houſe which js 

from heaven, As be thatisindarknels log 
| geth for the light, ſo the" fi 
| Gods:ichildren in the darkneſſt of: this] | 


fed, heated, affrighted, and vexed 'by the 


water brookes,"ſo dath my, faule pant aftct.| 
thre,O God: my ſoule thirftzth for\God, for 
the living God: when ſhall I come and ap: | 
pearebefore God? before Godin his holy 
Temple, in the aſſembly of his Saints and 
ſervants, in the uſe of his: ordinances, -in 
the ſenſe of his loving kindnefle, -and'in 
the full fruition of his face 1n the eee 


heavens. Andthis the Apoſtle exprefieth 


by aMctaphor taken from the naked,who | 
haveno garinent to cover thetn,no-houſe | 


to hide ther: 85 they with great diligence | 
ſeeke, and much earneſtneſle lo 4 
covering z:{a doe the faithfoll ſervants of 


biration , and for the full fruirion of Jeſus 


garment tocoverthemn: i» thu (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) wet groane,- wrneſtly deſering t0 


F 


of 


world, doe longfor Jſus Chriſt, and beer 


ven, 


. Full froitionof Chriſt, | 
, chaſed Hart: «As the Hart, the: Hart cha« 
hounds and hunters, doth.paxt after the | 
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the godly mans defare. - 265 | 
ven, the Sunne of rightcouſneſle, and that 
heavenly Citiewhich God hath provided | 
for thew, Where there is no need neither of Rev. 21. 
the: Sunne nor of the Moone to: ſhine in it, | *3: 
becauſe the glory of God doth lighten it, and | 
the Lamb is the lieht thereof. Asthe Bride | 
doth long for the comming of the. Bride- | 
roome-: fo. the fpirituall Bride longeth | _. | 
or the comming of the heavenly Bride- 
crocme-CluiltJekin, being ſicke of love, Cant.5-6, 
and full of longings after him; As the| * 
mother iof Siſers looked out through the | Tudg-$283 
window. and cried. throngh the latte ſſe,by 
is his Chariot fo lon in comming? why tarry | 
the wheeles of this Chariots ? ſo doth the | 
Spouſe of Chriſt herein this life, looke 
forththronghthe window. of Gods ordi- 
natces, and through the hatrefſe of 'her | 
faith, and cry, How long, Lord Jeſus; how | Rev6.26.þ 
long ?' Thou art my helpe and mydeliverer, 
poſtle-forthe mitigating oftheir ſorrowes, | 
] aſfwaging of their troubles, quieting of 
theirconſcicnces,and the better ſtaying of | +) 
their ſoules,” perſwades them-to'waite,! .: 
aſſures:them: of the ſpeedy comming of 
| Chriſt; ſaying, - Caff \nor away your confi- | F407 
dence, which bath great recompenceofre- 


| | ward; \ . | 


pr EG 


] 


— 


— 


| + 


ES x2. | 
| | theſicke, as; fetters to the» priſoner; as'a 
| burthento the traveller, as. a mote to: the 
cyc,as manacles tothe hands, as chaines to: 


_ . 
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 Chriſts comming ends mans funne. 


| __ 


| And this the Apoſtle commended-in the 
' | Theſſalonians,that they were tarned to God 


ward; for yee have need of patience, hat 
after yee have done the will of God,yee might 
recerve the promiſe : For yct alittle while, 
and hee that \ſhall come mill come, and will 
not tarry. And thus have Gods ſervants 
expreſled their defires. 7 deſire (ſaith Saint 
Paul) to be diſſolved, as a prifoner from his 
fetters, as a captive from his bondage, -azd 
to bee with Chriſt, whichis farre better. And, 
| wee groane (ſaith hee;{peaking inthe name 
of all thefairhfull) zo be cloathed upon, that 
mortality might bce ſwallowed up of immnor- 
tality. And, wee are willing to bee abſent 
from the body, and preſent. with the:Lord: 


from 1dolsjto ſerve the living and true God, 
and to wait for his Sonne from heaven,as ſer- 
vants wait forthe comming of their. Lord 
and Maſter: Andthis Saint Peter termes, 
4 looking for, and haſtening . unto the com. 
m_ of the day of God: The reaſon where- 
of is, ales. v1 aa SE} 


In regard of their remaining finne- and 
corruption: This is to them as a diſcaſe-to 


the 


—— — 


—— 
4 wa 


| 


| 


Chriſtscomming ends mans ſan. 


the feet, as aches to the bones, as: the ſons 
of Zervia unto David,they were adverſa- 
ries to him, 700 ſfrong for him : ſo aretheir 
corruptions adverſaries to their ſoules, 
to their peace, to their communion with 
God , to their preſent and everlaſting 
welfare.Samtimes they are too ſtrong for 


them, leading them caprive, as a tyrant the | 


{ouldier whom he hath raken in the battle, 
making continuall warre againſt them, as 


[the houſe of Sas/did againſt the houſe of 


David, being as prickes in their eyes, and 
thornes in their fides; as the Cangarites 
were to 1/rael,as heavie burthens to their 
backes, burthens too heavie for them to 
beare;z as dead members in their body, 
very cumberſome, and occaſions of great 
trouble. Andthercfore as the noble man 


would come downe and heale his ſonne , be- 
cauſe hec mas at the poynt of death ; ſodoe 
the faithfull ſervants of God goto Chriſt, 
and ſay, Come Lord Teſus., that there may 
beea thorough healing of all their infirmi- 
tics. 

In regard of Satans ſubtile,afſiduous and 


—_— 


went unto Chriſt, and beſought him, that he 


| 


violent temptations: As the, ,4moritiſh | 1of- 19. 
Princes beſieged Gibsox,ſo doth the ponge 
| os 0 


Pſa.38. 4. 
Rom.7.24 


Toh, 4-47. 


2, 


— 


Satans temptation,C9<. 


th. AM nn... ras Bd. a. _ 


| of darkneſfe beficge the ſoules of Gods| 
people. As Pharach impoſed heavie bur- 

| thens upon the children of Iſrael, ſet cruell 
task-maſters over them, and when they 

| were going forth of Egypt,raiſcd an axgmy, 
| and purſued them: ſo doth Satan lay heavie 
burthens upon, great and grievous things 
to the charge of Gods people, ſet many 
mercilefle and bloudy minded man a- 
ainſtthem,and raiſeth an armie of cvill 
thoughts within, to diſtra&t them, and an 
| army of afflitions withoutto moleſt them, 
being as aroaring Lyon to Gods flocke, as 
a man of warre to the Citie of their ſoules, 
making their paſſage very ſtormy and tem-. 
| peſtuous: and therefore as the woman of 
Canaan came to our Saviour, and cryed to 
him,ſaying, Have mercie on mee, .O Lord, 
| thou Sonne of David, my daughter is grie- 
vouſly vexedwith a Divell, Lord helpe mee: 

| ſo doe Gods children addrefle themſclyes 
to Chriſt,andcry, Have mercie upon us, 
prom Sonneof Dawid,.for our ſoules are 
ſore vexed with the Divell, Lord helpe 
us: O come Lord Jeſus, and bring ys a full 
| * | aid finall- deliverance from all infernall|: 
adverſaries. "| 
Inregardoftheevilland offenſive con-, 
Le yerſation, 


+ 
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verſation of ungracious men: their lan- 
guage, their praQtice, their profanencſle, 
their troubleſomnefle is to Gods children 
a great griefe,a meanesof very much diſ- 
quiet; as the daughters of Heth to Sarah, 
made her life a burthen, andthe preſence 
of diſobedient 70n4h made theſca tempe- 
ſtuous,the navigation very perillous tothe 
Mariners. This hath filled them full of 
complaints ; oe is me (ſaith David) that 1 
ſojourne 1n Meſech that I dwell in the Tents 
of Kedar. Mine eyes guſhout with rivers of 
tears, becauſe men keepe not thy law (ſaith 
David.) And Los was vexed with the filthy 
conver (ation of the wicked. That righteous 


| 


Pſa.120,5 | 


Pfa.rtg. 
136. 


2 Per.207. 


= 
man (laith S. peter) dwelling among them, 
in ſeeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
ſoult from day- to day with their unlawfall 
deeds. And therefore as herthat dwells 4. 
mong thornes, briars and ſcorpions, deſires 
tochange his dwelling : ſo doe Gods ſer- 
- |vants fay,Come LordFeſns, thatthey may 
have full freedome from the converſation 
of finfull men; © 1/4 
In regard of loveto Chriſt ; their love 
tohim, likerh6 love of Jonarhen to Da- 
034, 35wonderfull:they lover him with all 
manner of love; with a creatures _ 


E 


b 


Ezek.2.6. 


( 
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| he is their maker; with a ſervants love, as 
| hee is their Lord and Maſter ; with a ſub- 
| jects love, as he is their King and Ruler; You: 
with a ranſomed mans love, as hee is their fir 
Redeemer; with a friends love, as hee is £/** 
their Comforter ; with a childs love, as he ſei 
 - | istheireverlaſting Father; with a kinſmans {ti 
| love, as hee is their Brother ,; and with a| de 
Brides love, as hee is the Bridegroome of | Teſ 
| Can,2, 5, | their ſoules. They are ſicke of love,and love of 
| breeds longing, and longing breeds deſire |iſ 
| of fruition, And as loye conſiraines the | 4 
| wife to deſire the preſence of the - huſ. £40 
band : ſo doth love cauſe the ſpouſe of |= di! 
| Chriſt to long for the preſence of Chriſt, |th 
Tit.2. 13-| to ſay,Come Lord Teſus,to looke for that bleſ< | i 
| ſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the | 
| great God,and our Saviony Teſus Chriſt. gr 
Inregardof the plenary and perfe& re- |} W: 
>£ : _——Y - 
| ſtauration of Gods image in their ſoules: | lit 
2 | The day of Chriſts comming ſhall bee the |} hc 
day of their full freedome and perfe&]Fth 
| redemption,wherein they ſhal be a garden |} 0 
without weeds, a tree without barren|Þ L 
Bs branch, ſuperfluous bough,or fading leafc. | | of 
| | {= Samrs.; As Abſolon,inrcſpe of bodily perfeRi- | #7 
| 5 Gu as 
on, was without blemiſh from the crowne| || A 
of the head unto the ſole of the a m 


—_—_—_ ﬀ wy 


AY 


. 25 {ſhall Gods ſervants, upon the comming of 
ub- {| Chriſt,be free from 4 blemiſh, and glori- 
er; Jous in ſoule and body Mike the Sun in the | Mar. :3. 
cir {firmament. This is called the day of their | 43: 
» is {redemption : And as the captive defircth | :x. 
he fithe comming ofthe ranſomer, ſodaethe 

ans the comming of Chriſt our bleſſed Re. 
h a ſ{deemer : andtherfore they ſay, Come Lord 
of NL 7eſ#s,that they may have the full poſſeſſion | + 
»e |Nof all joy and glory in heaven: 
ire || This openeth and unfoldeth the eſtate | Y/e. 
he (fl and conditionof man, cven of the holieſt 
af. | and beſt men in this life 3 even an eſtate of 
of | diſtance & ſeparation in part from Chriſt; 
{&, [their defire of him, their longing after | 
eſ\ | him,their crying,Come Lord teſas, ſhewes 
belfthey doe not cnjoy Chriſt now in his | 


greateſt fulneſſe. Here, like 7/74cl in the | Numb.1; | 


way to Canazn, they havea few grapes, a | 23: 
little raſte of the goodneſlc of the land of 
heaven ; but the full vintage is reſerved till | 
their bodily diffolurion,till Chriſts ſecond 


Lord, they behold him as a friend a farre 
off. While wee are at home in the body, wee | + Cor.5.5 
are abſent from the Lord,ſaith the Apoſtle : | 
Abſent from the perfeRion of Gods I- 
mage, from the fulngig@of the = 


jJ=0O'81i2850 | 


— 


comming. Now they are abſent from the | [ 


4 f 
| a 
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Mans preſent eſtate an eftate 


: Cor.13, 
I 2, 


I Cote 9, 
24. 


Rey.2.10. 


—___—_ 


Gods countenance, from the perfeR and 
complete fruition of his preſence, and the 
glory he hath provided for us . Now we ſee 
4s through a zlaſſe darkly : inthe workes of 
God,as ina glaſſe, wee ſee the generall 
wiſcdome, power and goodneſle of God : 
Inthe Wordand Sacraments wee ſce, as 
in aglaſſe, the command and precepr, the 
will and counſcll, the love and mercie of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus : Hereafter wee ſhall 


| ſee faceto face; truly withouterrour, con-. 


ſpicuouſly without darkneſſe, and tully 
without the mixture of all imperfeRions. 


Now we are aSrunners in a race, the price | 
is not yet wonne : therefore, ſs runne that 


yee may obtaine, ſaith S. Paul. Now weare 


as Souldiers in the battle fighting, the vi- | 


Qory is not yet fully gotten : therefore, be/ 
thou faithful(ſaith our Saviour )tothe death, 
and I will give thee a crowne of life. Wee 
are now travellers, our journey is not yet 
ended: therefore we muſt go yr flreneths 
zo ſtrength, untill wee doe appeare before the 
Lordin Sion. For, hee that continueth to the 


| end ſhall be ſaved. Now we are as pilgrimes 


and ſtrangers,wehave not yetthe poſſeſſi- 


on of our heavenly dwellng ; and there- | 


fore as pilgrimes ers,letus ab/taine 


from | 


p we 


WI_ 


" 
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from fleſhly luſts, which warre againſt the 
ſoule : we haltlike 7acobin our waiking,our 
goings are not abſolutely perfc;our lives 
like 7acobs flock,are ſpotty coloured;a mix: 
ture of grace & vice 1s in them ; our ſouls, 
like Rebecca's womb,carry in them an Eſau 
&a [acob,the fleth luſting againſt theſpirit, 
&the ſpirit againſt the fleſh;as Eſau againſt 
1acob,8 1acob againſt Eſau. In the Com- 
mon- wealth of Iſrae],there was continuall 
war between the houſe of Saul & David. in 


Satan, between'grace and corruption; and 


grace, likethe houſe of David, to grow 
ſtronger & ſtronger;8 to make lin, like the 


preſſing to more perfection,8: ever ſaying, 
with the Evangeliſt, Come Lord Teſvs, as a 


and a man of warre toovercome fqr us. 
. This ſhould wonderfully endeare unto 
usthe Lord Jeſus: Heis the defire of the 


ſoules of all beleevers,to him we muſt go, | 


to him we muſt ſeck,,onhim we muſt call. 
When diftreſſe commeth, when ſickneſle 


I! vidteth,when death approacheth ; then. we 
.- T > 


ſhall 


Q—— 


the common-yeale of a regenerate ſoule, | 
there is continuall warre between God & | 
therfore we muſt labourjn the worke of | 


houſe of Sawl,grow weaker & weaker, ftilÞ| 


guide to direc us, a Phyſicianto heale us, | 


Gen, 32+ 
31-35. 


| Gen. 2F. 
24. 


2 Sam-3.I 


« 
2, 


b. 
2 


| 


—_— ———_R_ 


— 


Mans miſery the endearing 


«4 


| 


| 
with Bernard, Jeſus is ſweet in voice, ſwees 
in 


ſhall bee conſtrained to cry, Come Lozd 7e- 
ſas ; then, as the woman of Te{oah, in a 
pretended diſtreſle, came to David, and 
cried, Help,0 King: lo ſhall we,in the reall 
diſtreſle of our ſoules, bee conſtrained to 
cry, Help, 0 Chriſfk, When wee ſhall ſee 
Satan caſting all his fiery darts at us, ſet- 
ting with all his forces,like an armed man, 
upon us; bringing all our ſinnes,like a ſub- 
tile accuſer,againſt us ; when wee ſhall ap- 
ptchend death,as a Serjeant,arreſting,hur. 

ing and drawing us beforethe Lords tri. 
bunall, and ſhall ſee the armes of all carth- 
ly helpers broken,the lamp of all worldly 


and filent: then our ſovles will be put up- 
on Chriſt, and there will bee no remedy, 
we muſt ſay, Come Lord Teſus. And there- 
forethis ſhould make Chriſt very pretious 
in oureyes now; this ſhould inflame our 
hearts with ſingular and fervent love un- 
to him for the preſent, getting intereſt in 
him aboye all things, and making him 
| our chicfeſt and choyceſt, our deare and 
onely friend : This ſhould ſo ſweeten unto 
\ us the Lord Jeſus, that wee ſhould ſay 


tghts put out, and the tongues of all our |. 
friends, according to the fleſh,made dumb | 


Fin 4 at Gn. cm ac. ac 


AQ Deo 


hi of Chriſt to his ſoule. "7 


in face, ſweet inname; for the name Jeſus 
is ſweet, being conſecrated from eternitie, 
publiſhed by the Angel,aud propheſied by the 
Oracle of Solomon,who ſaith,, Thy Name ts 
Un oyntment pewred forth. Wee ſhould fo 
ſelethim, ſo admire him, ſo adhere unto 
him, ſo ſerour hearts upon him, that wee 
ſhould ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Whom have 
Tin heaven but thee? and there 4s none upon 
earth that 1 deſire beſides thee : Soglorious, 
ſo pretious, ſo infinitely tranſcendent , ler 
him be in our thoughts,in our judgements, 
ia our eſtimation and affections, that wee 
love and affe him, exalt and preferre him 
as the King above all commanders, as the 
Sunne above all lights,as the ſpring above 
all ciſternes, as the pearle above all trea- 
ſure,and as the husband of our ſoules a- 
bove all friends; as a Paradice of all plea- 
ſures, a haven of reſt from all tempeſts, 
and the refuge of our ſoules in all troubles: 
Let our faith bee ſuch in him, our hope ſo 
ſettled upon him, our love ſo ſtrong to. 
wards him,our ſubjeRion ſuch under him, 
t we may bee ableat all times and ſea- 
ons, in all eſtates and conditions to ſay, 
Come Lord Jeſus. : 


Behold in this the honour and profir.the 


ia nomint; 
dulce enim 
nomen' & 
ſtave Fe- 
ſiezconſt- 


cratum ab 
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ab An ge lo, 
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Deaths benefit. ET 1 
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Phil.r. 21 


advantage and comfort which a bodily 
diffolution bringeth to the righteous, to 
all true beleevers: they defire the full frui- 
tion- of Chriſt, and this. bringeth them 
home to Chriſt : to them to aye 75 garnez 
2aine of libertic from the burthen of all 
corruption, fromallthe aſſaalts of Saran, 
from the ſervitude of the world, and all 
«fhRion; eaine of perfet holineile,in re - 
ſpe ot Gods image ; gain of complete 
victory, in reſpeR of all enemies ; gaine 
of moſt ſweet communion, in reſpe of 
their fellow(hip with God, Chriſt, the 
glorious Angels, and all the Saints of 
God ; gaine of abſulute honour, in reſpeR 
of their glorious condition in heaven. As 
death to rhe righteous is a tree of many 
fruittull branches, a meſſenger of many 
comfortable tidings : ſo the Spirit of God 
hath given it many denominations. Some=» 
times itis ſtiled @ Slcepe: fleep poſiceſſeth 
onely the outward members and ſenſes, 
the ſoule ſlcepeth not; ſoin death the body 
onely dies, the ſoule is carried into TH bra- 
hams boſome. Sleep giveth reſt unto the 
body, _ who dye in the Lordreſt from 
all their Iabours. Sometines it is called 4 


2 gathering to owr Fathers: by death rhe 


righteous! 


LD —— 


| | Deaths benefit. 


righteous are ſeparated from the wicked, 
gathered as wheat into Gods garner, and 
their ſoules bound up in the bundle of life. 
Sometimesitis called a way, the way of all 
fleſh : by the way wee come: to our home, 
to our fathers and to our friends houſe; 
and by death wee come to our heavenly 
home,to God the father and the Lord Je- 


| ſis. Sometimes it is called 4 goine forth- 


Asthe priſoner gocth forth ot the priſon, 
and Iſrael went forth from the bondage of 


| CByPt : ſo when the body dicth, the ſoule 
goct 


forth,as out of a priſon, and entreth 

into the land of the living. Sometimes it is 
Called az end, becauſe in death there is an 
en1 of all ſin,of all ſorrow, ofall labour 8 
trouble, as inthe waters ofthe red Sca the 
Iſraclites Egyptian bondage ended. 
Sometimes itis termed 4 ſowing: the ſeed 
wet.is ſowne doth ſpring forth again into 
a blade, the body in the rcſurreRion ſhall 
flouriſh like the grafle ; death, likea Phy- 
ſiciar;,cures all their diſcaſes, like a key 0- 
ns thepriſon, and reſtores them to a 
leſſed freedom,8: brings them to the full 
fruition of Jeſus Chriſt,the defire of their 


evaſiſſe 11- 


| 


eaine of a.Chriſtian. Lucrum eff 


foules. And this is the ſweeteſt and fulleſt | . 


crementa \ 
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Matives to long | 


Auguſtine, 


Cyprian, 


Gen,qs- 
4-5 
Luke 1 5+ 


Ia, 61.1, 


Mart. 11. 
28, : 


{ brethren kindly, & entertained them cour- 


crementa peccati, lucrum fugiſſe deteriora, 
lucrum tranſire ad meliora. Aug. Lucruws 
maximum computat Chriſtianus,jam faculi 
laqueis non teneri,jam nullis peccatis & vi- 
ti1s carnis obnoxium fieri , exemptum preſ- 
ſarts angentibus, & venenatis diaboli fauci- 
bus liberatum, ad Iatitiam ſalutis eterne 
Chriſto vocante proficiſci. Cypr. 

This muſt perſwade 8& moye us to work 
our hearts to a holy longing and carneft 
deſireafter the comming of the Lord Je- 
ſus ; to defire it as the husbandman the c6 
ming of the baxveſt,the ſick manthe com- 
ming ofthe day of health, or the ward the 
day of his full age ; to looke for the 
pew heavens,and the new earth, and to love 
the appearing of the Lord leſas: and for that 
end, there muſt be, Firſt, Godly ſorrow for 
ſin. Chriſts coming is comfortable to ſuch 
as are truly ſorrowfull: he that is weary of 
his corryptions, doth truely long for the 
coming of Chriſt Jeſus. 7oſeph ſpake to his 


tcouſly when he ſaw them grieved for the | 
injury offered him. The prodigals day of 

humiliation , was the day wherein his 
father graciouſly received him. Chriſt will 


bee found « ſweet and mercifull Teſas to all 


— 


irul | 


 % CSE 


"For Chriſts comming, 


truly penitent ſinners. Secondly, there muſt 
bea thorough remoyall of fin, an cffeRuall 
reformation of all our wayes. Jacob went 
notup to Bethel before he purged his houſe 
of Idols: It is in vainfor man to ſay, Come 
Lord Jeſus,if there beenot a converſion of 
the ſoule to Jeſus : To ſuchthe Prophet Iv 
ſpeakes, Woe toyouthat deſire the day of the | Amos 5. 
Lord:to what end is it for yout the day of the | *5-*9: 
Lord is darkneſſe,aud not light; as if 4 man 

did flye from 4 Lyon, and a Beare met him; or 
went into a honſe , andleaned hu hand on the | 
wall, and a —_ bit him, Shall nat the day 
ofthe Lord be darkneſſe and not light, even 
very darke, and no brightneſſeinit * What 
the voyce of God was to Adam upon the | 
eating ofthe forbidden fruit, whatthe com- 
ming of the flood was to the profane men 
of the old world,whatthe waters of the red | 
Sea were to Pharaoh, what the fire from 
heaven was to the Captaines which came 
up againſt E/;ab, what the _—_— fornace | 
was to them that caſt in Shadr 


79 | . 


Gen. 35» 
> 


ach, Meſhec, | , * 
and Abednego; the ſame will be the coming 
of the L. Jeſus toall unholy perſons.O ther. ! 
fore away with your fins,cvery ſoul of man 
reform his wayes , Thatyou may lift up your | Job rx. 


fp with boldnes,that you may with great joy 4 


— 
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Motives to lon T, 


SM 


and comfort ſay, Come Lord Iefws. Thirdly, 
get itito your hearts the pretious pcarle ot a 
lively faith; this wil quench all Satans darts, 
filence all the accuſctions of conſcicnce, 
make you looke on Chriſt as ona fricnd to 
comfort you,an adyocate to plead for you, 
anda redeemer to ſave you; and like E/iahs 
fiery chariot, will carry your foules aloft, 
and bring you with gladnefle into the pre» 
ſence of the Lord _ Fourthly, make a 
good ule of your talent,be wile;be diligent, 
be faichtull, holy,8 humble in the imploy- 
ment of it, and Chriſt ſhall come with com- 
fort,and he ſhall entertain you with a ſweet 
and comfortable Euge. well done thow good 


over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things,enter thou into thy maſters joy. 


our hearts to this longing for Chriſts com- 
ming, conſidering, Firſt, the ſatiety of our 
cſtate in heaven; there is 4 Tree bearing 
twelve ſorts of fruit, youth without old age, 


| health without ſickneſſe, fulneſs without loath- 
' ing liberty without bondage, beanty without 


deformitie,impaſcibility without griefe, abun- 
dance without want, peace without troable, ſe- 


—__ 


And let us be excited & ſtirred up to work |. 


and faithfull ſervant, thou haſt been faithfull| 


2 — a we MX =—Y es k 


eurity without feare, knowledge without igno- 
| race, 


—— 


TY for Chriſts comming. 


Fance,glory without g—_ ,joy without ſor- 
row. Sccondly,the ſecurity ofthat eſtare,no 

enemy can reach us: itis a Citie never be- | 
fiege d,a haven never diſquieted; there is no 
death neither of fin.nor of miſcry,nor of na- 
ture. ThirCly, the jucundity of it: a day 
without clouds,a paradiſe without thornes, , 
fulneſs of joy; true joy without deceit, fin. 
cere joy tree from the mixture of ſorrow, 
conſtant joy, a Sun that never ſets :of which 
we may ſay,as Auguſtine doth', O joy above 
joy, overcoming all joy, without which there is 
#0 joy! when ſhall 1 enter into thee , that I may, 


| above usintheviſion of Godzjoy within us, 
in the glorification of our ſouls and bodies; 
joy about us,in our communion with Saints 
and Angels; joy beneath us, in our evaſion | 
and eſcapall of hell and everlaſting dark: 
neſſe. Here is to the ſouls of all beleevers; 
Gaudium de Chriſto, joy concerning Chriſt, 
as the authour of our welfare 3 in Chr:ſto,in 
Chriſt,as he is the head and wee the mem- 
bers 3 cu C hriſto, with Chriſt, as coheires 


ſee my God who awelleth in thee? Here is joy; \ ome gav- 


| | diumgextra 


Rev.2 1,4. 
Nec culpe, 
nee miſe- 


Y14,Nec NRa- WW: | 


IM &« 


Pſa. I6. 


* 0 gaudi- 
um ſuper, 
gaudimmy 
vincens 


quod non eft 
gaud;nm.! 

quando in- 
traboin tt, 
ut videam 
Deum me- 

Km qui ha- 
bitat inte? | 
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with him of the {ame inheritance; poſt Chri- 

ſtumatter Chriſt, every ſoule joying ac- 

cording to proportion ; per ( hriſtum , by 

Na being reconciled to God by = 
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= 


F 


' 


_ . 


nh. 


lit. thc. 


282 


—___ 


Chriſt a Lord firſt, 


Note, 


Note, 


* | his life, ſhall not have him for his Jeſus at the 
, Houre of bis death. O therefore ſerye him, 


| callerh for faith in his promiſes. Faith and 


and beholding God with joy through hims 
propter Chriſtum, for Chriſt, he being exal- 
ted abovyeall creatures, and having purcha- 
ſedall things. O let theſe things ſweeten 
the thought of Chriſt Jeſus to us; 1nflame 


us all ſay, Come Lord Jeſus. 
Thus from the Aetion paſſe wee to the 


ſed Sonne of God zthe onea title of autho- 
ritie to command us, the other of mercie to 
comfort us. Love and Juſtice are ſweetly knit 
together in Chriſt Jeſus : as Lord,hee requi- 
| reth obedience to his precepts; as Jeſ#s, he 


obedience muſt never be divided in Gods 
ſervants; hee that calls him Lord withour 
obedience, di onaurs him ; hee that calls 
him Jeſs without faith, receives na benefit 
by him : Hee is ſtiled firſt Lord, and then 
Feſus. if Chriſff\bee not our Lord and Maſter 
firſt, hee will never bee our Saviour at laſt - 
He that will not have Chriſt to be his Lordin 


honour him, obey him as your Lord ; be- 
lcevehim, love him, rejoycein him as your 


our ſoules with longing after him, & make 


wy. hd 


A 


Mover, Lord Jeſus. Twotitles of the bleſ- | * 


eſus now, that you may bee able all 
J pl y y Ty 
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occaſions to ſay, Come Lord Ieſus: Come | 
Lord yr as a Counſellour to guide us, as | 
a Rock to ſupportus, as a Friend to com- | 
fort us, as a Fountaine to ſupply us ; Come | 
Lord Jeſus inthe day of fulnefle; and make | | 
| [usthankfull; inthe day of want, and make 
uscontented ; in the day of our finne, and 
make uspenitent; in the day of affligion, _ 
and make us patient; inthe day of tempta- | | 
tion, and thake us confident; in the day of 
| forrow,and make us joyfull zin the day of 
health,and make us mindfull of the day of | 
fickneſle ; inthe day of life, and make us | 
| [watchfull againſt the day of death; in the - 2 
| day of fickneſſe,and affure us of the bleſſed {IJ 


iflue of our carth| rimage ; in the da j | 
of death, and wed a _ ſoules into - | * 
gloriom life ; Zvex rene xr J ; $US. | 5 
nd now touching this ſpectacle of mor- " 
talitichere before us, what ſhall I ſay ah 
you? wherein ſhallI from hence inſtrut| 
you? but onely in two things in the gene- 
nerall, Firſt, by way of premonition: Sc- 
|condly, by way of commemoration. By 
way of premonition, and ſo you may in| 
this objeR of death be admoniſhed, Firſt,of| x: 
the tranſitorineſſe of mans pilgrimage: his | 
life is a vapour ſoon vaniſhing, a race ſoone 
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| Pro! 1. 4. 


Rom. 14-; out of his office: For every man lands or 
falls to his owne maſter ; but what wee ſee a- 
miſle in others, let us corre in our ſclves; |, 


&O 


| 25 70 come, Seconuly, of the vanitie of all 


-| the day of bartle, a rotten Anchor in the 
| ſtormic tempeſt. Wee ſec that of Solomer 


runne, a candle quickly gone out, having no 
continuing Citie here, but muſt ſecke one that 


earthly abundance it is a ſtarting Bow in 


ver fied by daily experience, ' &iches profit 
not in the day of wrath, but righteouſneſſe de- 
liverathfrom death : the rightcoulneſle of 
Chriſt imputed,the righteouſneſle of con-. 


verſation well ordered giveth comfort, & | 


deliverance from the ſecond death, when 
ſoule & body are diſſolved. Thirdly,whart- 
ſocyer extravagancies or aberrations we ſee 
in others, let us not thereby -rake occaſion 
toinſult overthem,to paſſe any raſh or finill 
ſentence uponthem: this is the worſt uſe of 
other mens offences, this'isto thruſt God 


by the fight of their ſpots let us waſh'our 


owne garments,bee thankful to God'who | 
doth preſerve ns: for, no'man flandeth by'| 


his owne ſtrength. Let us be watchfull over 


our ſelves, and defire God to keepe us,/ leſt | 


Satan and our owne corruption draw us 


intotheſame or greater evills. The {irine of | 
0600s R one þ 
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- the Soules laſt refuge. MATES 285 | 


one man would be rhe ſinne of every man, | 
did not God reſtraine him. 
Secondly, by way of commemoration, | 2. 
| I may tellyou, Firſt, how hee profeſled | 
much ſorrow for his ſinnes : Mans fin doth 
ever prove mans ſorrow ; itis the ſhame of 
manto.commir fin, it is the honourof man 
to confeſle and forſake his fin; though ſor- 
row conſtrained and carnall be alwaies un- 
acceptable, yet true and godly ſorrow is 
ever availcable to ſalvation: He that ſowes | : 
intears ſhall reap in joy; Pſa.126.5. FE 
Secondly, he promiſed reformation, &| 2. |. 
m_=_ ſtrianeſle of life,if God were plea- | 
ed tolengthen his dayes:though the vowes 
of m:ns adverfitie be often forgotten in the 
daycs of mans proſperitie,, yet reſolutions | 
truly gracious, are with God as the very | 
performance. | | | | 
Thirdly, he ſpake of a great change which | 9g. 
God of late had wrought in him : Hee that 
is not changed by the gracious hand of God | 
in this life,is never received by the merciful] ' 
hand of God inthe next life : the procraſti. 
n.tion of repentance is ever very perillous ; , 
yet Godis tree in the diſpenſations of his| | 
mercies,not limited to times and ſeaſons. OY 
Fourthly,the rehearſal of Gods mercies, | 4+ |} 
| | _ __ yponl | 
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| upon condition of true repentance, ſeemed 
much to affeQ, him. As hee is curſed that 
tiirnes the grace of God into wantonneſle : 
ſo heeis bleſſed who by Gods mercies is 


admoniſh us to labour for timely and true 
repentance, to vow amendment and per- 
[ forme it ; to feele our hearts truly changed, 
Gods mercies powerfully drawing our 
foules to obedience, by fervent prayer in- 
creaſing our communion with God, cnrich- 
ing our ſoults more and more with all hea: 
venly gifts and graces,that wee may at lait 


Come Lord Jeſus: | | 


FINIS. 
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Icad to true repentance; And let all this | 


pp 


with great comfort and much aſſurance ſay; | . 
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SETTING FORTH, 


- Fixs7T, 
THE FULNESSE OF CHRIST. 


The _— of negteQing Chriſt, and the OPPOr- 
raniry of grace. 


_ 


OF Curisr7T.: | 


SECONDLY, | 


THIRDLY, 


The Loxp J=$us the ſoules laſt Refuge. 


 Whereunt0 is added, 
St.,PauLts LEGACIE, or FAREWELL | 
-rothe-menof Corinth, © - 


the Goſpel, ang Paſtonr of Bridford, 


1 ment of the myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt : 
In whom ave hid all the treaſures of wiſedome and tnowledge.Col, 2.2 1g 


And of bis fulneſſe have we all received, and grace for geceJak.1 1-1 6, 
Omnia habemus in Chriſto, & omnia nobis Chriſtuss A Ambrof 
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That their bearts may be comforted, being knit together in hon and un- | | 
70 all riches of the full aſſurance of underſtanding, to the ——— | 
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chaſed _- R = Hort, the © Heelys vet 
ſed; heated; affcighted, and.vexed byge . | be: 
hounds. and hunters , doth peut eficr hy 
water brookes, ſo doth my. ſoule pant a & the 
thee, 0 God : my ſoule FR wt ya God, '|'bec 
the livi Go when. ſball T comeand . 'Y | the 
peare ws God? before Godin his tho do 
| Temple, inthe aſſembly of his Sraboes/ rc 
| ſervants, inthe uſe of his: annancrs, in| |for 
the ſenſe of his loving kindneſle, :and in|} | gre 
; the full fruition of his face. in-the higheſt 'anc 
heavens. And this the Apoſtle cxpreſleth| | | mc 
2 Cor.5.2 by a Metaphor taken from the naked,who Jt 
_ | haysnogarment to coverthemn, no houſe] | |'is/ 
' | tohidethem: asthey with | qd wig the 
| feeke, and much cameſineſſe long! fos.. Sp 
covering 3, ſo doe the faithful: ſervants q 
Gad-long for heaven, their houſeand hai 
biration., and fox the full fruition of, Jeluy 
Chriſt; whole righteouſge es their, ri 
and; royall robe; their. pure and; {f 
garment tocover them : 1n#w, (ich ' 
Apoſtle) mee; groanc, earneſtly atgar's þ- f0 
bee. clot hed upon with our) houſe 
| from heaven. Aha ther 7 A ta 
| [gath for'\the light {6 , the ſoules;; of 
_ | Gods children inthe darkneſſe of this 
3 "5 _E OI” 
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'Þ | for thew, Where there is no 
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ven, the Sunne ofrigh ; al 
- | beavenly Citiewhich 


$ tt provided 
need neither of 
the Sunxe nor. ofthe Moone, to ſhive in it, 
© | becauſe the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
& | the Lambis the light thereof. Asthe Bride 
doth long for the comming of the Bride- 
roome :.10. the ſpirituall. Bride longeth 


or. the.comming of the. heavenly Bride- 
grooms Chril Jeſus, being ſcke of love 
and.full of longings after: him, As the 
mother of. $i/cre: looked out  through- the 
window, and cried: through the latteſſe,nwhy 


is bis Chariot ſo long in comming?why tarry 
the wheeles of his. Chariots 2 ſo doth the 


Spouſe of Chriſt. here in this life, looke 
forth throughthe window. of. Gods, ordi- 
nanccs,.and. through the latteſſe .of her 
faith, andcry, How lang, Lord Jeſus, how 
long ? . Thou art my helpe aud my deliverer, 
e no$arruing, 0 my God. "And the A. 
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oltle for themitgating | ofrheir-ſorrowes, 
aſſwaging of their troubles, quieting of| 


Cant.5.6, 
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* | Theſſalonians,that they were turned to God 


ward; fir gut ve need of patience, rhat 
after yee have done the will of God,yee might 


receive the promiſe : For yet a little while, 
and hee that Tall come will come, and will 
not wt 4 And thus have Gods ſervants 
expreſſed their defires. 7 deſire (ſaith Saint 
Paul)to be diſſobved, as a priſoner from his 
fetters, as a Captive from his bondage, and 


to bee with Chriſt, whichis farre better. And, 


mortality might be ſwallowed up of immor- 
tality. And, wee are willing to bee abſent 
fromthe body, and ou with the Lord: 
And this the Apoſtle commended in the 


of all the faithful) zo be cloathed - that 


from 1dols,to ſerve the living and true God, 
and to wait for his Sonne from heavens (er- 
vants wait for the comming of their Lord 
and Maſter :* Andthis Saint Peter ternies, 
« looking for, and haſtening unto the com- 


wing of the'day of God: The reaſon where- 
ww | rar 


the ſicke,/ as fetters to the'ptiſoner, as a 
/burthento the rraveller, as a mote to the 
eye,ts manacles tothe hands, as chainesto' 


—_—_ : 
© Inregart of their remaining finne and 
corruption : This is rothemias 2 diſcaſe to 
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the feet, as aches to the bones, as the ſons | 


of Ztrvia unto David they were adyerſa- 
ries to him, gs ſtrong for him : {o aretheir 
corryptions adverſaries to their ſoules, 
to their peace, to their communion with 


God, to their preſent and everlaſting | 


welfare.Somtimes they are too ſtrong for 
them, leading them captive, as a tyrant the 
ſouldier whom he hath taken in the batcle, 
making continuall warre againſt them, as 
the houſe of Sau{did againſt the houſe of 
D avid, being as prickes in their eyes, and 
thornes in their ſides; as the Canaarites 
were to 1/raecl,as heavie burthens to their 
backes, burthens too heavie for them to 
beare; as dead members in their body, 
very cumberſome, and occaſions of great 
trouble. And therefore as the noble man 
went unto Chriſt, and beſought him, that he 
would come downe ayd heale his ſonne , be- 
cauſe hee was at the poynt of death ; ſo doe 
the faithfull ſervants of God goto Chriſt, 
and ſay, Come Lord 1eſws ,. that there may 


beea thorough healing ofall their infirmi. | 


ties. | 


 Inregard of Safans ſubtile,afſiduous ab 


violent temptations : As the Aw ( 7 ; 


2 Samy 19. 
22, 


Rom.7.23 
1 Pet. 2. 
II. 

2 Sam-3.1 


Tudg. +2 ; 


Pſa.38. 4. 
Rom.7.,24 


Ioh. 4-47. 


{ 


* 


- Satans temptation; 


| army of afflitions withoutto moleſt them, 


| a man of warre to the Citic of their ſoules, 


| of darknefſe bifiege the ſoules of Gods 

people. As Pharaoh impoſed heayie biir- 
thens upon the children of Ifrae, ſet cruell 
rask-maſters over them, and when they 
| were going forth of Egypt,raiſed an army, 

and purſued them: ſo doth Satanlay heavie 
burthens upon, great and grievous things 
to the charge of Gods people, ſet many 
metrcileſle and bloudy minded man a- 
gainſtthemyand raiſeth an armie of evill 
thoughts within, to diſtrat them, andan 


being as a roaring Lyon to Gods flocke, as 


making their paſſage very ſtormy and tem- 
peſtuous: and therefore as the woman of 
Canaan cameto our Saviour, and cryed to]f 
him,ſaying, Have mercie on mee, O Lord, |f 
thou Senne of David, my daughter is grie-\|j 
vouſly vexedwith a Divell, Lord helpe mte> | on 
ſo doe Gods children addrefle themſclyes} 0: 
to Chriſt,and cry, Have mercie upon us, 
hob Sonneof David, for; our ſoules are] 
ſore vexed with the Divell, Lord helpelJ%7 
us: O come Lord Jeſus, and bring us afull 
and finalt” deliverance from all infernall 
adverſaries.” ps 


0 


Inregatd oftheevilland offenſive con-|[2a 
ws OIAES | Ve 10 1} BT 


} 
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Gen-27. 


Iona rt. 


Pſa.120,5 


Pfa.rrg. 
136. 


2 Pet.te7. 


''-  griefe to Gods children. 

| [|verſation of urgracious men: their lan-| 
| [[guage,'their practice, their profanencſle, 
|| F|their troubleſomneſle is to Gods children 
1 | [a great griefe,a meanesof very much dil- 
\| Rquiet; as the daughters of Heth to Sarah, 
«| \made herlife a burthen, and the preſence 
$| [of diſobedicnt 70n4h made the ſea tempe- 
y ſvous,the navigation En tothe 
| 8[Mariners. This hath filled chem full of 
11 8/complaints ; 0c #s me (faith David) that 1 
n| [| ſojonrne in Meſech that T awell in the Tents 
1, | of Kedar. Mineeges guſh out with rivers of 
$| [| 1ears, becauſe men keepe not thy law (ſaith 
s, David.) And Lot was vexed with the filthy 
1-| $ conver ſation of the wicked. That righteous 
of | 124r (ſaith S. Peter) dwelling among them, 
0) Nin ſeeing and bearing, vexed his righteous 
d,\l oute from day' to day with their unlawfull | 
e.| $4exs. Arid therefore as he that dwells 4. 


mong thornes, briars and ſcorpions, defires 
to change his dwelling : ſo doe Gods ſer- 
vants fay,Come Lord Feſw, thatthey may 
havefull freedome from the converſation 

Inregard of Joveto Chriſt : their love 
tohim; like the love of  foxarhir to Da- 
(j 274i wonderfollithey 
n.[34mer of love; with a creatuves 
1001 "a By 2 
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5 ” 


love' i with M}- 
love, us| 


Ezek.2.6. 


hetl__ 


| 
| 


, 
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Tic.z, 13+ to ſay,Come Lord Ieſus,to looke for that bleſe 


2 SamoI 5, 


| 


| love, as hee is their Brother ;, and with a 


| Cante2, 5. | their ſoules. They are ſicke of love,andlow] 


| 


| 


| without weeds, a tree without 


he is their maker ; with a.ſcryants love, as 
hee is their Lord and Maſter ; with a ſub- 
jes love, as he is their King and Ruler; 
with a ranſomed mans love, as hee is. their 
Redeemer with a friends love, as hee js 
their Comforter ; with achilds love, as he 
is their everlaſting Father; witha kinſmans 


Brides love, as hee is the Bridegroomedff | 


breeds longing, and longing breeds defire| 
of fruition. And as love conſtraines the] 
wife to deſire the preſence of the iy wy 
band : ſo doth love cauſe the | 
Chriſt to long for the preſence © ty | 


ſed hope , and the glorious appearing of the 
great Andy our Savionr Ieſus Chriſt, 
laregard of the plenary and perfe&re- 
| tauration of Gods i image in their ſoules; 
The day of Chriſts comming ſhall bee the 
day of ok fall IPs and perfeQ 
redemption, whercinthey ſhal be a garden| 


branch, ſuperfluous bo h,or f: lex. 
As MLA rs FepeBol hodiy pee 


was with 


of he head poo he foleofthe foot: Wo 


nal 


i — pw 
A > 


Mans eftate a diſtance from Chriſt, [271 |. 
ſhall Gods ſeryants, upon the comming of 
Chriſt,be free from all blemiſh, and glori- 
lcr;{{ | ous in ſoule and body, like the Sun in the | Mar. r3. 
cir | firmament. This is called zhe day of their | #3: - | 
> is | redemption + And as the captive defircth ; x2. + * 
3 he} | the comming ofthe ranſomer ; ſodocthey |} 
arts] | the comming. of Chriſt our bleſſed Re. 
tha{j | deemer : and therfore they ſay, Come Lord 
cofff | 7eſ#s,that they may have the full poſſeſſion 
f | of all joy and glory in heaven. | > + 
This openeth and unfoldeth the eſtate | H/c. 
I | and condition of man, even of the holieſt 
|| and beſt menin this life ; even ancſtate of | 
I | diſtance 8 ſeparation in part from Chriſtz 
it, || their defire of him, their longing after 
him,their crying,Come Lord 1eſas, ſhewes | 
they doe not enjoy Chriſt now in his 
, [greateſt fulneſſe. Here, like 7/74e/ in the | Numb. :; 
t re-|} | way to Canaan, they havea few prapes, a| 23: 
les;|f|little taſte of the goodneſle of the Ta; of 
thelfſ| heaven ; but the full-vintage is reſerved ill | 
fea || their bodily difolution, till Chriſts ſecond 
denlf; comming. Now they are abſent from the: 
ren] Lord, they behold him as a friend a farre 
cafe. }| off. While wee are at homit'in the body,” wee | 2 Cor. 5.5 
cir} are abſent fromthe Lord, ſaith the Apoſtler| . | 
| Abſent from the perfeQion of Fj. "Hh 
: ſo gs frame the age of the light of | ©} - 
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Pſa.84. 7. 


Matth. 24. 


| Gods countenance, from the perfeR and 


| will and counſcll: the 'tove and-mercie of 


| asSouldiers in the-battle fighting, the' vi. 


| Lord in 208, For,hee that continueth tothe 
I$. | 


"1 Mon preſonteſtate meſtte || | 


complete fruicion of his preſence; and the 

ry he harh provided for us . Now we ſee 
as thr ongh a glaſſe darkly: mthe workes of 
God;as ina glafſe, wee fee the-gencrall 
wilcdome, power and 2oodneſle of God: 
In the Wordatid Sacraments wee fee, as 
inaglaſle, the command and preccpt, the 


God in Chriſt Jeſns : Hereafter wee ſhalt| 
ſee face to facey truly withouterrour, con- 
ſpicuouſly without darkneſſe, and tully 
withour the mixture of all impertcQions, 
Now we are asrunners in 2 race, the price 
is not yer wonne > therefore, fo 'ranne that 
yeermay'ohraineſaich'S. Pant. Now weare 


coryis not yerfully _—_ therefore, be; 
#hop fairbful({aich our Saviour )toshe dearby 
and 1will give theea crowne of Iife. Wee! 
ate; how travellers; our journcy is nor yer' 
ended: therefore we muſt go from ſtrength 
| 10 ftremorh; untill wee doe appeare before the'! 


| end ſhall be ſwved Now we are #8 pilgrimts| 
and. ſtrangers, wehave En 
on) of our heavenly dwelling j/and there- 


a. F 


fore aspilgrimes &ſtrangers/letus _ 
WF. 3, *J; ry om | 
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from fleſbly inſts; which warre agazaſt the 
ſoule : we haltlike 7acobin our walking,our 


ture of grace & vice 1s in them ; our ſouls; 


like Rebecca'sywomb,carry in them an 4 ſay 


&a.1acob,the fleth luſting againſt the ſpirit, 
&the ſpirit againſt the fleſhzas Eſav againſt 


 Lacob,8& Iacob againſt Eſau. In the Com- 


; mon wealth of Ifrac),there was continuall 


the common-weale of a regenerate -{oule, 
there is concinuall warre between God & 
Saran, berweengrace and: corruption; and 
\ therfore we muſt labour mn the: worke: off 
grace, likethe houſe: of 'Dawvid, to grow! 
ſtronger & ſtronger;8& romake fin, hike the 
bouteof Savt,grow weaker & weaker till 
preſſing to more perfecionz& ever ſaying, 
with the Evangeliſt; Come Lord leſs, asn 
gvideto direct us, a Phyſician to heale ms, 
and a min'of warre toovercome for us;:!! 
This ſhould wonderfully endeare unto 


ſoules of all. beleevers;to him we mult go, 
rohimwe muſt ſeek;;onhim wenmmlſt;call; 


RD RT, 


als Ba © IT FE: 


war between #he ho:ſe of Saul: & David:in| - 


usthe Lord ſelus: Heis the defireiof the} 


\ Wheridifltcffeccommeth,, when fickneſſe | 


24. 


I 


goings are-not abſolutely perf: t,onrhlives | Gen. 32. 
like 7acovsflock,are ſpottycoloured,a mix- 32-35: 
| Gen. 25. 


yiffeerh;ticndearh approacherhz then we 7), 
=: "7 Þ-I | 


* 
.- = 
» 
# 
= 
"Y = 
«4 
An FI" F PERT 1 4 
—_— —_ 
- 
= ” 


274 |; Mans miſery the endearing " 


ſhall bee conſtrained tocry,Come Lord 7e. | 
ſ#sz then, as the woman of Tekoah, in a 
pretended diſtreſſe, came to David, and 
2 Sam.r4.| cried, Help,0 King: ſo ſhall we,in the reall 
a diſtreſſe of our ſoulcs, bee conſtrained to 
cry, Help, o Chriſt, When wee ſhall ſee 
Satan caſting all his fiery darts at us, ſet. 
ting with all his forces, like an armed man, 
nus; bringing all our ſinnes,like a ſub- 
ile accuſer,againſt us ; when wee ſhall ap- 
prehend death,as a Serjeant,arrcſting, hur- 
 rying and drawing us before the Lords tri. 
bunall, and ſhall ſce the armes of all carths« 
| ly helpers broken,the lamp of all worldly 
lI:ghts pur out, and the tongues of all our | 
friends, according to the fleſh,made dumb 
| and filent: then our ſoules will be put up- 
| on Chriſt, andthere will bee no.remedy, 
we muſt ſay, Come Lord Teſus. And there- 
forethis ſhould make Chriſt very pretious 
| in our eyes now; this ſhould inflame our 
| hearts with ſingular and fervent love un- 
to him for the preſent, getting intereſt in | 
| him above all things, and making him 
| our chicfeft and choyceſt, qur deare.and 
onely friend: This ſhould ſo ſweeten tinto 
us the Lord Jeſus, that wee ſhould fay 
w | With Zerpard, Jeſus is ſweet in voice, ſweet 


in 


"4 


in face, ſweet inname; for the name Jeſs 
is ſweet, _ conſecrated from eternitie, 
publiſhed by the Angel and propbeſed by the 
| Oracle of Solomon,who ſaith,, Thy Name is 
an oyntment powred forth. Wee ſhould fo 
ſeleRt him, ſo admire him, ſo adhere unto 
him, ſo ferour hearts upon him, that wee 


Tin heaven bat thee? and there is none won 
earth that 1 deſire beſides thee ;Soglorious, 
ſo pretious, ſo infinitely tranſcendent , ler 
him be.in our thoughts,in our judgements, 
in our eſtimation and affections, that wee 
love and affet him, exalt and preferre him 
as the King above all commanders, as the 
Sunne above all lights,as the ſpring above 
all ciſternes, as the pearle above all trea- 
fure;and as the husband of our ſoules a- 
bove all friends, as a Paradice of all plea- 
ſures, a haven of reſt from all egos 
and the refuge of our ſoules/in all troubles: 
Let our faith bee ſuch in him, our hope ſo 
ſettled upon him, our love fo ſtrong to- 
wards him,our ſubjeRion ſuch under him, 
that we may bee ableatall times and ſea- 


Come-Lord Jeſus... 
Bcholdinthis the 
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ſhould ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Whom have! 
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ſons, in-all eſtates and-conditions to ſay,| . 
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Toce, dulcis 
m facie, 
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in nomint; 
dulce enim 
nomen G&- 
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Deaths benefit. | 


PhiL1, 21 


A 


advantage and comfort which a bodily. 


diſſolution bringerh to the rightoous, to 
all ttue beleevers: they defire the fall frui-+ 
tion of Chriſt, and this bringeth them, 
home to Chriſt: to:them 29 aye 55 gaine , 
gaine of libertic from the burthen of all 
corruption, fromallthe affaalts of Satan,' 
from the ſervirude of the world, and all: 
affii tion; gaine-of perfect holinelle,inre-" 
ſpe of Gods image; gain of complete. 
victory, inreſpetof all cnemies ; 'gaine' 
of moſt ſweet communion, :in reſpe& of 
their fellowſhip with God, Chriſt , the: 
glorious Angels ;:-and all.cho/'Saints of 
God ;gaine of abſokite honour, in reſpe& 
of their glorious condition in heaven, As 
death to the righteous is: atree of many 
fruittull branches, a meſſenger of many: 
comfortable ridings : ſothe-Spiric bf God' 
bath given icmany denominations. Somes: 


mas. 


bp EETY | | 

Mat.o. 24. | IMeS tis ſiled-@ Sleeps: | fſeſſerh 

FEY onely the'ourward. rafaers Lv ſenſes, 

the ſqule ſleepathnor;'ſo indeatbthebody. 
uk. 1s, | Onely dies;theſouleiscarriedimo Ldbray | 
£0 hams boſome. '*\eep#givettoreſt: wntoy ths| 
Rev.14. | body,” They who dye the:Bordraft fromt| 
1, | {their labours, Sametines \15enlledie| 
Foewm.ts-8 gateing a= irs th arp 
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righteous are ſeparated\from the wicked, | 
gathered as wheat into Gods garner, and 
| their ſoules bound up in the bundle of tife.| , 51, 4, 
Sometimes itis called a way, the way of all | 29. 
fleſh : by tho way wee come to our home, 
to our fathers and to our friends houſe; 
and by death wee come to our heavenly 
home,to God the father and the Lord Je- 
ſus. 'Sometimes it is called . 4 gozne forth: | 4 
Asthe priſoner gocth forth of the priſon, | : Per. 1.15 
and 1/-ae! wentf :rth from'the bondageof | 
Egypt: ſo when the body dicth, the ſoule 
gocth forth.as our of a priſon, and entreth 
into the land of the living.Somerimes it is | . | 
called az end; becauſe in death there is an | yirio. | 
en1 of all fin,of all ſorrow; of all labour: & | 2z- — | 
trouble, as inthe waters ofthe red Sea- the Þ 
Iſraclites Egyptian boridage ' ended. | 4. 
Sometimes itis termed 4 ſow:ng: the [ced | 10h.: 1.2.4 
web is ſowne doth ſpring:forth agam» into | * ©**. *5- 
a blade, the body inthe reſurreRtion ſhall | *** 
flouriſh like the grafle ; death, likea;Phy: 
ſiciar,curesall their diſeaſes, like a-keyo- 
=_ thepriſon, and reſtores thera: ro.a hg 
cfſed treedom,8 brings them toche full | | 
fruition'of Jeſus Chriſt;the defire af their} . - .. 15 
ſoules; And thisis the fwettelt anch fallaſt| .,, | ,, | _ 
en T4 cond, LO 
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"*.  |/n.-Chriſtscoming is comfortableto ſuch 
as aretruly ſorrowfull: he that is weary of 
his cormptions, doth truely 'long for the 

Gen,45- | cqining of Chriſt Jeſus. 7oſep/ ſpake to his 
wks brethten kindly, 8& entertained them cour- 
Lube 15+ | tcouſly, when he ſaw themegrieved for the 
injury offered him, - The prodigals day of 

Ie, 61 .,,| fvhiliation-,, was the. Cn adoceis bis 
| wa. 11. | father graciouſly received him,Chriſt will 


| | Laqueis non teneri, jam nullis peccatis & Vi- 


+ Tim. 4.8 the appearing of the Lord Ieſus: and for that 


lucrum tranſire ad meliora. Aug, Lucruns 
maximum computat Chriftianus,jam ſaculs 


ti15 car nis obnoxium fieri , exemptum preſ» 
ſur angentibus, & venenatis diaboli faucis 
bas liberatum, ad letitiam ſalutis aterna 
Chriſto vocante proficiſci. Cypr. 

This ruſt perſwade & moye us to work 
our hearts to a holy longing and earneſt 
deſireafterrhe comming of the Lord Je- 
ſus ;todeſire it asthe husbandman the c6+» 
ming of the barveſt,the ſick manthe com- 
ming ofthe day of health, or the ward the 
day of his full age ; to looke for the 
wew beavens. and the new earth, and to love 


end, there muſt-be, Firſt, Godly ſorrow for 
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for Chriſts comming. 

|iraly pexitent ſinners. Secondly, there muſt 
bea thorough removall of fin, an effeRuall | 
reformation of all our wayes; Jacob went | &** 35: 
notup to Bethel before he purged his houſe 

of Idols: It is in vain for man to ſay, Come 
Lord Jeſus,if there bee not a converlion of 
the foule to Jeſus : To ſuchthe Prophet | 
ſpcakes, Woe 29youthat deſire the day of the | Amos 5. 
Lord:to what end1s it for yout the day of the | ** 5: 
Lord is darkneſſe,and not light; as if a man | 
did flye from « Lyon, and a Beare met him: or 
ment into 4 honſe , andleaned his hand on the | 
wall, and a Serpent bit him. Shall not the day 
of the Lord be darkneſſe and not light, even 
very darke, and no brightneſſe init 7? What 
the voyce of God was to Adam upon the 
cating ofthe forbidden fruit, whatthe com- 
ming of the flood was ta the profane men 
of the old world;whatthe waters of the red | 
Sea were to Pharaoh, what the fire from 
heaven was to the Captaines 'which came 


of the L.Jelus toall unholy perſons. Other: 
* | foul man 


orm-his way + That yaumay lift up your Job 11. 
65 with beldnes,that you may with great joy | + 
and | 
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OR 


| 1webve ſorts of: fruit, youth without old age, 
ing liberty without tondage, beanty without 


. * | | dencewithout want peace without zrouble, ſes 


| 280 ; .* Motives thlony | 
3. | 4ud comfort ſay, Come Lord lefus.: Thirdly, 
| get into your hearts the: pretious pearle ot a 
Eph.6.16, | lively taith; this wil quench all Satans darts, 
filence all the- accutations of conſcience, 
make you looke on Chriſt as ona friend to | 
Rom.8.31 | Comtort you,an advocate'to plead tor you, 


anda redeemer to lave you and like E/tahs 
fiery chariot, will carry your ſoules aloft, 
and bring-you with gladnefle into the:pre- 
ſence of the Lord Jeſus. Fourthly, make a 
good ule of your mlenr,be wiſe,be Ciligent, 
be faichfull, holy,& humble in the imploy- 
ment of it, and Chriſt ſhalt come with.com- 
fort;and he ſhall entertain you with a tweet 
and comfortable Exuge, well done thos good 
and f aithfull ſervant thou haft been faithful 
over 4 fewthings, I'will make thee ruler over 
wany things,enter thou into thy maſters: joy. 
And let us beexcited 8 ſtirred up to work 
our hearts to this longing for Chriſts com- 
ming, conſidering, Firſt, the ſatiety of our 
eſtate in heaven ;'there'is.' 4 Tree bearine 


healthwuahout hobneſſ, falneſs without loath- 
deformitie inp aſs bilitywwthout griefe, abun- 


es.. 4s 


| Prrity withour feare, knowleitge without iguo- 
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a commune. ) 


vw; Sccondly,the ſecurity ofthat cſtaregno 


liege d,a haven,never diſquiered; there is nq 
death,neither of fin, nor ot miſery,nor of nq- 
we. Thirdly, :;the jucundiry of it: a day 
without clouds,a paradiſe without thornes, 
fulneſs of joy; trae joy withour deceit, ſin 

(re joy free from, the mixture of ſorrow , 
conſtant joy, aSunthat never tcts :of which 
wemay ſay,1s Auguſtine doth, O joy above 


#0101! when ſhall 1 enter into thee , that I may 


and cſcapall of hell and everlaſting dark: , 
nefſe. Here is to the ſouls of all belcevers, | 
Gandlium de Chriſto; joy concerning Chriſt, 
a5 theauthour ofour welfare; iz Chriſto,in 
Chriſt;,as he is the head and. wee the \mor» 


bers3 cum C hrifto, with Chriſt, as cohcires 


ranet glory without ignominy joy without ſor- \ 


encmy-can reach.us: itis a Citie never be- | 


joy, overcoming all joy, without which there is" 4p 


6 I) God who dwelleth in thee? Here 1s joy , Orne galt- 

aboveus,n the viſion of God;zjoy within us, | drum,” X14 
inche glorification of our ſouls and bodies; | gaudiwn ! | 
joy about us,)n our communion-with Saims | 142% 7 
and Angels; joy beneath vs, in our evaſion | ,; £;qcwn 
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and beholding God with joy through himz 
pow Chriſtum, for Chriſt, he being cxal- 
ted abaveall creatures, and having po 
ſcd all things. O let theſe things ſweeten 
the thought of Chriſt Jeſus to us, inflame 
our ſoules with longing after him, & make 
us all ſay, Come Lord Teſas. | 
Thus from the A10tion paſſe weeto the 
Mover, Lord Jeſ#s. Twortitles of the ble. 
ſed Sonne of God ;the one a title of autho- 
ritieto command us, the other of mercieto 
comfort us. Love and Juſtice are ſweetly knit 
together in Chriſt Jeſus : as Lord,hee requi- 


| reth obedience to his precepts; as Jeſus, he 


calleth for faith in his promiſes. Faith and 
obcdience muſt never be divided in Gods 
ſervants; heethat calls him Zeord without 
obcdience, diſhonours him ; hee that calls 
him Jeſus without faith, reccives no benefit 
by him : Hee is ſiled firſt Zord, and then 
Feſus. If Chriſt bee not our Lord and Maſier 
firſt, hee will never bee our Saviour at laſt : 
He that will not have Chriſt tobe his Lordin 


his life, ſhall not have him for his leſus at the} 


houre of his death. O therefore ſerve him, 
honour him, obey him as your Lord ; be- 


lceve him, love him, rejoycein him as your| I. 


Jeſus now, that you may bee able upon all 
# ee occaſi. 
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occaſions to ſay, Come Lord Teſus: Come 


Lord m_ as.a Counſcllour to guide us, as 
2 Rock to ſupport us, as a Friend to com- 
fort us, as a Fountaine to ſupply us ; Come 


Lord Jeſus in the day of fulneſle, and make | 


us thankfull; in the day of want, and make 
make us pecnicent ; in the day of affliction, 


: contented ; in theday of our finne, and 


and make us patients inthe day of tempta- 
ion, and us confident; inthe day of 
lotrow,and make us joyfull zin the day of 
health,and make us mindfull of the day of 
ickneſſe ; inthe day of life, and make us 
watchfull againſt the day of death; in the 
Gay of lickneſſe,and affure us of the bleſſed 
ſue of our earthly pilgrimage z in the day 
of death, and tranſlate our ſoules into a 


glorious life ; Even ſe,comeLord Ji sus, | 
And now touching this ſpetacle of mor- 


| 
| 
| 


talitic here before us, what ſhall I fay unto | 


you? wherein ſhall I from-hence inſtrut 


you? but onely in ewo things in the gene- | 


nerall, Firſt, by way of premonition: Sc- 
condly, by way of commemoration. By 


this kl ryerrwere — an] oy her | 


the tranſitorineſle of mans pilgrimage: his 


life is a vapour ſoon vaniſhing, arace ſoone| 
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runne, a candle quickly gone out, having 
cromtrnune (ihe here, but notſt ſecke onenhat| | 
14 r0 come. Secondly, of the yanitic-of all 
caitily abundance; it isa ſtarring Bow' it 
theday of bartle, a-rotten-[Anchor in the 
ſtormie tempeſt. Wee ſee thatof Solomon 
verified by daily experience, : Riches profit | 
nt in the day of wr ath, (but righteouſneſſede- 
lwereth from death : the'rightcouſneſſe of 
Chriſt impated,the righteoutneſle of con- 
verſation well ordered giveth comfort, & 
deliverance from the fecond death, when} 
{oule & body are diſſolved. Thirdly,what- 
ſocycr extravagancies oraberrations weee 
in others; let'us not rhereby-take occaſion 
to inſult-over them, to paſſe any raſhor finill 
ſentence upottthem+thisis the worſt uſe of 
other mens offences} this isto thruſt God 
out of his' office: *For tvery'man lands or | 
maſter; but what wee ſee a- 
miſſe in oth&s, let'us corre in ourſelves; 
by the ſight of their ſpots' let 'us waſh” our 
owne garmenitsS'bee thankfalt ro God who 
doth preſerve is: for; 0 r4an' flandeth' by 
his ownt ſtrength. Let us be warchtull over 
otir ſelves;4nd defire God'tokeepe us, left 
.Satanand our owne 'cottuption- draw us| 
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one man would-be the ſinnc of every man, | 
& [did not God reftraine him. © | | 
15 , by way of commemoration, 
I-may-tell you; Firſt, how hee proteſled 
much ſorrow: for his finnes : Mans fin doth 
ever prove tnans farrow ; it isthe ſhame of 
o:commit {tn, it is the honour of man 
toconfefic and forſake his finz though ſor- 
row conſtrained and carnall be alwaies un- 
acceptable, yet-true and godly forrow is 
'eycr-availcable-to ſalvation: He tha: ſowes 
intears ſhall-reap in joy Pſa.126.5. | 
Secondly; he pramifed reformation ,,& 
greater ſtriineſie- of life, it God were plea» 
ſed to lengthen his dayes:though the vowes 
of mans adverſitic be often forgotten in the 
dayes of mans proſperitie , yet reſolutions \ 
truly gracious, axe. with God as the very | 
performance. .'. 
Thirdly,he ſpake of a great change which | 
God of late had wrought in him : Hee that 
is not changed by the gracious hand of God 
in this life, is never received by the merciful 
hand of God inthe next life : the procrafti. 
n:tion of repentance is ever very perillous ; | 
yet God is tree in the diſpenſations of his 
mercies,not limited to times and ſeaſons. 
Fourthly,the rehearſal of Gods mercies, 


EAN EL upon | 
7 


repentance, ſeemed 
3 

4. to affet him. As hee is curſed that 
turnes the of God into wantonnefle : 
ſo hee is bleſſed who by Gods mercies is 
[cad to true repentance. And let-all this 
admoniſh us to labour for timely and; true 
repentance, to vow amendment and. per« 
forme it ; to feele our hearts truly changed, 
Gods mercies powerfully drawing - our 
ſoules to obedience, by fervent prayer in- 
creaſing our communion with God, enri 
ing our ſoules more and more with all hea: 
 venly gifts and graces,thatwee may atlaſt 
| with great comfort and much aflurance ſay, 

Come Lord Jeſu. 
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Finally, brakres, fare : Be perfect, be of 


| © good comfort, bee of one minae, live in 
peace;and the God of love and peace ſhall 
be with you. | 


Very communion _ amongſt | 
men onearth, hath his diflb- 
lution; be it never fo entire, 
0 W234 never ſo firme, never fo de. 
=" lightfull, yet at length there 
comes a ſeparation : the ſweeteſt fellow. j 
ſhip,the ſocietie -which is moſt intimate. | 
hath the cords and chainsthereofartlength 
diflolved. Communion with | God is <- 
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Saint Pauls Legacie. | 


\ 


| wasthe fellowſhip between Jonathan and 


ſitory and temporall. The Arke was 


place, till it came to Sozomons Temple : 
ſuchis mans condition, ſubjeR to cotni- 
nuall change and motion, till he comes to 


The fellowſhip bet eAbimelech 
and the men of Shechem, was very ſtrong 
and intimate : they were ® bone of bone,and 


fleſb of fleſh, yet at length there came ap e- 


vill Spirit between them, and they were 
divided. Great is the enmitie of Sathan 
againſt mens ſweet and comfortable com- 
munion, 


and dwelt for divers dayes together, yet 
at length they parted,P thery ſub ance wa 
ſo great , that they could not dwell together, 
Much ſweet communion 8& commerce be- 
twoen Gods people, is often hindered by 
the fulneſle of the world. 

Singular was 'the friendſhip, pleaſant 


David, their love was < wonderfull, paſ- 
fing the love of womes, yet by an arrow in 


re battell Jovarhap fell, and their ſweet 


verlaſting, communion with man is tran. | 


tranſporrative, ets Onan place to 


heaven, where Gods people ſhall have an | 
* | cndlefle and unchangeable communioh. 


Abraham and Lot ſweetly converſed|| 


com- 
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commerce was ended. Death diflolverh 


all humane fellowſhip. TIT 
Elich and Eliſha enjoyed- many dayes 
moſt bleſſed and gracious communion to- 
gcther; yet at lepgth iccame to paſle, that 
as they 4 went and talked, there appeared a 
Chariot of fire, aud Horſes of fe and parted 
then both aſnrder,God doth often remove 
the deaxeſt friends and comforters of his 
ſervants, to learne them to depend alone 
upon Chriſt Jeſus. God doth ſome 
times take away the Guides and Tea | 
chers of his people, to let them ſee, that | 
the chayceſt inftruments of mans happu- 
neſle, are not of everlaſting continuance. | 
Saint Pax, had been for divers dayes 2 
preacher to the rex of Corinth, preaching | 
to them many powerfull. and heavenly 
ſermon , delivering to them mary 
ſound and wholſome Doctrine, writing 


alſo a firſt and ſecond Epiſtle : yet hismi- 


niſtery was not for perpetuity,nor his pre-| 
ſence of everlaſting continuance; a time Gt 
ſeparation came, and his libours drew*to ' 


laſt leave'and farewell of - them: #5 


anend , and\intheſe words hee takes: his | . 
nally, brethren,” farewell:Bee per fect, bei | 


_ 


of good comfort, bee of ane minae, live | 
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prace;and the God of love and peace ſhall be | 


with you, | 

_ The Apoſtle Saint PavF had in this 
whole Epiſtle ſharply rebuked the Corin- 
thians for oppoſing his dotine, for ſlight- 
ing and delpiſing his- admonition ; and 
now, that they might not thinke heeither 
ſpake or wrote out of hatred or diſtemper 
of ſpirit, many arguments and evidences 
of his great and fingular love arc inter- 


gating: all the ſeveritic and birternefle 
whichthce ſeemed to uſe towards them; 
concluding and ſhutting up all in a holy; 


of all perfeQion, conſolation, peace, con- 
cord, and communion with God unto 
them; Fivally, brethren, farewell: Bee per- 
fett,ere.. 

The Lord who giveth < ſome Apoſtles, 
ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Pas- 
ftors and Teachers for the perfefting of the 
 S aints, for the worke of the Miniſter y, for 
the edifying of the body of Chriſt : The 
Lord whof gives his people Paſtors accor- 
ding to: his owne heart, to feed them with 
knowledge and' underſtanding, hath, inthe 


——y, 


mixed; chiefly inthis his concluſion, miti- | 


ſweet, and gracious exoptation, or-wiſh- 
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courſe of his gracious providence,- made 
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me 


{| ardencie of my love, and great anguiſh of 


Saint Pauls Legacie, © 5 | 
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me for-more than fifteene yeares, an un- 
der-overſcer of your ſoules; whercio, as 
his.weake andfraile, feeble and unworthy 
inſtrument, 4 have been the Lords and' 
your ſervant, endevouring (though nci- 
ther with ſuch diligence and induſtry as 1 
ſhould; nor with that bleſſed and plenti- 
full ſuccefle which I defire- and wiſh) to 
open Gods counſell, to propoſe and ſet 
forth Chriſt .before your eyes, to make 
him glorious in your apprehenſion, to 
humble your ſoules, to convert your: 
hearts, to draw you, by faith and love, to: 
Chriſt, the complete and onely Authour 
of youreverlaſting welfare : And now, as | 
Saint Paul ſaid ſometimes to the men of 
Epheſus Behold, 1 know that yee all, a-| g A®ts 20. 
mong whom 1have here ſtood preaching the | **1 
king dome of God, ſhall(after thu day in all 
likelihood) behold my face in this place no 
ore; being now to you as a dying man, 
whoſe laſt breath is going forth; as a ſtarre 
ſetting and rifing no morein this horizon; 
aSa lampe going out and ſhining no more | 
in this your houſe of ſacred meeting : As | 
a man dying.,and loth to dye, I ſhall,in the 


| my ſpirit,iathe words & wiſh of $. Paw, 
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|laft Will & Teſtament, bequeatheth theſe 


| 72thians his children in Chriſt, which are 


take my laſt leave and valeditiqn: Final. 

ly brethren, farewell: Be perfett, be of gooxl 
comfort be of one minde, live in peace; and 
the Ged of love andpeace bemwith you... 

In which words wee may take notice, 


2. Ofa title of compellation, Brethren. 
3. Of aterme of valediRion and farewell, 
Furerell, q.of avote, Of exoptation or 
withing, Be perfed?,be of good comfort. be of 
one minae.l:ve in peace; andthe God of love 
and peace be withyou. Wherein Saint Paul 
like a Teſtator,or Parent, that makes his 


nve gifts, as five Legacies to the Co- 


like the Þ five chanves of rayment which Jo- 
fephr gave 10 Benjamin, for the ſpiritual! 
warmth and ornament which; they mini- 
{tcr tothe {oules of Gods cluldren: like 
the i five men wh.ch brought good tidings 
to rheir brethren, incouragine them to ariſe 


ik 1 Sams, 
12T.3. 


| WP 


6 men, encouraping them to emer ins 


|blenewes which they brino-to' the ſoules 


Gods {ervice, to Tet their feet into the 
| wayes' of pence and holifieſſe+ like the 
[fe loaves of bread which David: asked Z 
HP "vg | 4 


1. Of a particle of concluſion, Finally. } 


ard enter inte the land, for the comforta-} 
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| to ſupport 'you, of beſt nouriſhmene to 


| ſoules of Gods ſervants; and theſe I ſhall, 


{ tain,are divers :-and having but one dayto, 


Saint Pauls Legacie. 


zbe Prieſs, for the nouriſhment, refeaion, 
and ftrength which they miniſter to the 


being now. as a dying man to you, be. 
queath unto youas a Legacie of choyceſt 
worth to adorne you, of greateſt ſtrength 


feed you, of ſweeteſt peace to ſolace you. 
Finally brethren;farewell: Beperfect,orc. 

The branches growing on-this tree, are 
many ; the ſtreames ifſuing from.this foun- 


gather the fruit here growing,to draw the 
waters hence ariſing, I ſhall but briefly 
touch, & giveyoua taſte of each of them; 
and firſt of the particle of concluſion, Fz- 
zally, laſtly, or as touching that which re- 


mine office, and have inſtructed you by 
the word, threatned you by the judge- 
;ments,and intreated you by the mercies of 
\God; and have ufed all meanes to moye 


maineth, that is, after that I have done | :# 


you to repentance, and to draw you to|. 


Denique, 
quod ſupcy 
eſt» 


ty, that you-belecve, repent; reforme, bee 
 perfe,and draw hometo Chriſt with all 


your ſoule and might. 'Fhis is that which 
| ny p & rs. 4) 


Chriſt 5 Fizally, or what remaineth more. + 5? 
to be donenow;but thatyoudoe your di-!.- | 
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| 4 That the Miniſters long and frequent 
[preaching muſt be attended with much: per- 
| fection 11 the people > 44 fter the Miniſters | 


| zqnce, and true conver ſion muſt ſhew it ſelfe 
| forth tn the-people. When: the Miniſter 


now remainerth, which is now, on your 
behalfe expected: And hence youlſce, 


long and frequent inſtruction, faith, repen- 


hath done his dutic towards men, men 


l rocke guſhed out water after Moſes ſtri- 
king it. After the Prieſts ſeven times 


MEompaſcing the -walles of Jericho , - and| 


w'blowing of ther Rammes horns,the walles 
fell unto the ground. Aﬀer the Prophets 
nſpreading bimfelfe upon the woman of 
S hunems child, the fieſhof the child waxed 
warme, hee necſed and opened his eyes. At- 
rer the Miniſters often ſimiting our hearts 
with rhe hammer of the word,often {oun- 
ding of the trumpet of the Goſpel in our 


the word unto our hearts, our ſtony 


; tot5-0f, godly. ſorrow; the ſtrong and 


downe, pur ſoules enlivencd, the cycSof | 
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muſt doe their-dutie-towards God. The | 


carcs, and right dividing and applying of | 
\ ould be ſoftaed,and ſend. forth the wa-| 
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vingly opened : After the ſhining of the 
Sunne, the aire isinlighrned; after the di- 
ſtilling of the dew,and plentifull influence 
of = heavens, = _ _ ; = 
thelong ſhining of the light of the Goſpel, 
and frequent diſtilling and dropping dons 
of the dew of heavenly dodrine, mens 
underſtandings: ſhould bee filled with 
knowledge, as the aire with light, and 


and heavenly fruit. This the Lord expe- 


their lives repleniſhed with all fpirituall | 


| Reth, © what could have been done ore 
to my vineyard(ſaiththe Lord) that't have | 


not done in it, in regard of the externall 
meanes; wherefore 1 looked that it ſhould 
bring forth grapes; that like avincyard 
long and well dreſſed, it ſhould bring 
forth good grapes of knowledge, faith, re- 
pentance, and the like : this is the pro- 
perty of Godschildren, as good P ground 


freit : as living and healthy- children 
ſucking their morhers breaſts, they:grow: 
by the ſencere milke of the word of God: 
This:fruic hath followed the /labouts-of 
Gods Miniſters. | Sai#t Peter: 
exhorted,and hu wird was oladbyreces: 
and about three thouſand foules were adder 
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. | [many #5 were ordained unto fe, beleeved, 
| The Apoſtle preached at Epheſws, 


. | Satanand their corruption. Peter wc afteth 


| bis worke,andto hu labour untill the eve. 
| zimg.; The Goſpel like- the Sunne ariſeth, 


- © ty wilde beafts, -walke forth and make 
. Fthieir:-preyc upoithe-ſoules of men inthe} 
-  - {right of. their. ignorance, muſt 

FE ALS ; 


to the Church. Saint Paul preached, and as 


Of © 114- 

beleeved, came and confeſſed, and ſhewed 
forth their deeds: ſo mightily grew the word 
of God,and prevailed. u Toſua fought, Mo- 
ſes prayed, and Iſrael prevailed over A- 
malck, When the Miniſter preachethand 


praycth, Gods Iſrael muſt prevajle over 


the net the ſecond time into. the ſea, and 4 
multitade of fiſbes are taken in it: At the 
Mmiſers firſt and ſecond, frequent 'and 
often preaching, many ſoules d, by 
the net of the Goſpel,bee drawne out of 
the gulfe and ſea of finne- and the world: 


And that, 
rd of the end of the Miniſters 


4n: 
long and frequent preaching: The = Sunne 


—_—_— —— 


| downe in their dennes; man gocth forth ta 


and all the luſts of men; which like ſo:ma- 
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now. lye:| 
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! arifeth(fayth the Plalmiſt) rhe wilde beafts | * 
| gather themſelves together, and lay them 


them-{ |- 


f 


"Y 


| hs Goſpet broaketh forth, aad the ſigh: 


(ah parpeſe, 19 mate 3 


an" r7=—Y 


themſetves. downe by humilidtion, mdf: | 
tificarion, and reve xepentarice, and. man 
muſt arife fromthe bed of ſintie, 'atid goe 
forth out of himſelfe;as our of his houſe, 


never * ceaſing fromthe worke of faith, and' , 
labour bf. oat paniexce of Hape in var | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt vl the evening, untill 
the ſunhe of his life be wholly gone bo 
and ſet, This the | Apoſtle 
a = night fd fem wee rimeand ſtate! 
Seco hnd ben e is farregohie; | 
he light is neereat hand, rhe ay of J 


of illumination dothappeare: Let ws there: 
fore taft off the workis vf durknefſe, as men 
caſt off their bed-clothesin the morning, iS, 
and let ui put on the armour of hght g'men 

on their diy clothes, and'To letus' 


the end of the appearing of the: Coſpl:| 


to his worke and to his labour, Y working | y Phil. 2. | 
out his ſalvation with feare and trembling, 


a Rom. 
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| creaſe from the flocke which he-watch- 


people aud fromthe Gentiles unto whons now 
| 4 ſend ghee, 40 open their eyes,and to turne 
| them from darkneſſe.to light , and from the 


the husband lookes for children from the 


ſeene, and of thoſe thingstn the which 1 will 
appeare unto thee, delivering thee from the 


power of Satan.unto God. 
Inrcgard of. Gods expeRation : The huſ- 
band-man after-the long manuring of the 


field, loakes for fruit from the ficld: Who 
is the d houſholder inthe parable that plan- 
ted « vincyard, but the Lord? What is the 
vineyard but the Church? and what are the 
vinesbut the ſeveral mibers of the Church? 
Who are the ſervants but the Adiniſters 
whom God ſendsto drefle hisvineyara? 8& 
whavis the fruit which God there expeRs, 
but knowledge, faith, repemtance , the fruit 
of his Miniſters labours in the. ſoules of his 
ſervants? The ſhepheard logkes for in-. 


cth, fecdeth, conducteth and defendeth ; 
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wife whom he c{pouſcth, the fruit of his 


| Saint Pauls Legacie.— | 
witneſſe bath of theſe things which thou haſt 


cke; and God, the busband and | 
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f | deth'; conduRteth and defendeth, and 


eſpouſcth to himſelfe. The Teacherexpe. 
Geth learning from his ſcholergand herein 
(ſaith Chriſt)ss my Father glorificd,* that ye 
beare much ors ſo ſhallye be my Diſciples, 
In regard of hogouring and. glorityi 

the Word, and Miniſters therots : The 
fruitfulneſle of the field is the glory of the 
ſeed ſowne in it,. and of the husband-man 
whichſowed it: frhe wife which is as the 
vine by the ſides of the houſe , and the chil- 
aren ſtanding like olive plants round about 
the Table, are the glory of the houſe and 
husband :5 happy is he that hath his quiver 
full of them(ſayththe Pſalmiſt) he ſhall noe 
be aſhamed; The fruitfulnefle of the 

ple, when the Congregation is full of ſpi- 
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rituall fruit , like. a vine growing by the | - 


houſe fide, and the ſcyerall members 
thereof far and flouriſhing in' grace, / like 
Olive plants, thenthe Word isglorificd..|- 
then the Minifteris:honoured;;- happy is 
that Meſſenger of God that hath his qui- 
ver, the houſe- ofthis Miniſtery, full of 
them. Iris ſayd of the Gentiles, > »bat 


they heard, and glorified the Word of God, 


14nd as many as were ordained unto life, bes}. 
EM They glorified the word of God, 
EN ; _ Y 
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by acknowledging the truth of ic, by be. 
leeyingrhe promilcs of falvation vropaled 
init, by ſubmirting - themſelves to. the 
powerand authorine: of ir., by walking 


anſvierably. to it. Mans obedience is the 


neſſe of the hearers, isthe crowneof Gods 
Meſſengers. 

In regard of peaceand conſolation to 
their owne ſoules: The good effeRs = 

Phyſicke make the -paticne joyfull : 

frucification of the wards in be. heart _ 
man, makes the ſoule bf man comfortable. 
| When the Goſpel commeth not i# i word. 
|orch, but in power alſo: iti power inhght- 
ning, in power converting and changing 
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'| pear Rl ond peryene inward,'univerſall, plenti- 
" fences Zea” paradiſe of heavenly comforts, 


: france thecareof mentolce rhat'rhey 


the heart of man; working: and perfect 
grace-inthe inward man; hea the ſaule of 
| man. is filled with joy inthe holy Ghoſt, 
thenthe-Wordis the joy. and rejoycing 
of theheart: then the | fruit of rhe lippe is 


perpetuall peatezprace with God, 
peace with man, peace with the conſci- 


-arivet of peace, which no humane ander- 


glory.of Gods ordinance : the fruitfiil- | | 
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grow to much ſpirituall perfeQion after 
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the Miniſters long and frequent preach- 
This therefore reproveth ſuch as after 
the long and frequent preaching of the 
Goſpel, continue barren and uofruicfull, 
likethe grounds about | Tericho, which were 
n0t made fertile, but rather barren, by the 
waters which did flow upon them; to 
whom the waters drawne out of the wells 
of ſalvation, are as' waters powred upon 
the rocke, whichbringeth forth no fruir ; 
from whom the ſounding of the trumpecr 
of the Goſpel, and'the conſtant cry of 
Gods watchmen, like the = call and cry of 
Baals wor ſbippers from the morning tothe 
evening upon Baal,' hath no voyce nor 


obedience to Gods precepts, nor of godly 
matter, of complains ro God, provoking 


the fire of Gods indignation againſt their 
ſoules. 1 2 have ſpred out my hands. all. the 


anſwer of faith in Gods promiſes, of | 


ſorrow for menstranſgrefſions, miniſtring |- 


m 1 King. 
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day long ({aiththe Lord) ure a. 72belliowd 
good, after their ownt thoughts, a people thai 
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ir 1 Per.r. 

= 


| 


"the Lord been revealed? ro mourne 8 wiſh 


| duſtry of Gods watch-men, they tofe that 


. {mitiion of fin, which is more loathſome & 


to Gods Meſſengers, cauſing them to ſay 
with the Prophet Eſay,> Who hath belee- 
ved our report,and towhom hath the arme of 


with Jeremy,0? that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountaine of teares, that 1 
might weepe day and night for the. ſlaine of 
the daughter of my people * O that I hadin 
thewilderneſſe a lodging of way-faring men, 
that I might leave my people, and goe from 
them; for they are all adulterers,cy an afſem- 
bly of treacherous men! Grear isthe griefe 
ariſing in the ſoules of Gods Miniſters, 


when men continue barren under their la: | 


bours: And when men thrive not,aſcend 
not to perfeRion in'grace by the care 8&'iti- 


7 knowledge,the preſence whereof is more 
pleaſant thenthe ſunzthat = fairh,the enioy- 
ment whereof is more pretious then all 
gold ;that peace, which is more comfortable 
and delightfult then any paradiſe, thenthe 
garden of Edes it ſelf;and that communion 

with God, in copariſon wherof the ſwee- 
| reſt communion with menis but an exile. 
ment,continuing their foules under the do» 
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bondage of Saran, which is infinitely worſe 
| then captivity under any mortall tyrant, 
provoking God at length to leave them, 
and making their laſt account, for all the 
Sermons which they have heard , moſt 
dreadfull and moſt uncomfortable. 

Therefore let it bee our care,after the 
long and frequent preaching of the Goſpel, 
after the due and faithfull diſcharge of the 
Miniſters dutie towards us, to diſcharge 
our dutie-alſo towards Gol: the Lord hath 
cauſed the $zarreof his Goſpel a long time 
to ſhine amongſt you , and hath made-the 
dew of his doctrine to drop for divers years 
upon you: he hath ſhewed you-his ſt.1tures 
and his teſtimonies, he hath wot dealt ſo with 
every people, he hath not ſhewed ſuch mer- 
cy to every congregation; therefore,as the 
tree which hath much ſoile caſt abour him, 
brings forth much fruit; as the ſervant 
which had five talents, brought much ad- 
vantage to his Lord and Maſter; ſo ſtrive 
yee to bring a meaſure of glory to God, 
an{werable to tke meaſure of the mcaes] 
hee hath affoorded you: the Lord: hath 
ſowne much, and lookes to reap, much;-rhe | 
harveſt muft anſwer the ſeed; bee therefore} © * 
filled with all heavenly graccs, as the ſea 
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with waters; be ſtrong in faith, as the tree ? 
| | growes deepeinthe rootes z bee fervent in 
love, asa fire of much wood; abound in all 
the fruits of the Spirit, like the tree which 
{ Rev.22. | bareſ twelve ſorts of fruit. | 
2 The more you abound in grace under 
the Goſpel, the longer the Goſpel ſhall be 
continued, the more ſweetneſle ſhall your 
ſoulcs taſte init, the neerer ſhall you draw 
to God by it , the more effcfually ſhall 
the pardon of your finne bee ſealed up 
through it, and the more comfortable ac- 
| count ſhall you render to God at laſt, for 
all the labours of his Miniſters, whereof. 
God hath made you partakers; the more 
comfortably ſhall I againe behold.your fa- 
ces at our laſt generall appearance; the 
more bkſled account ſhall T make to{ 
Chriſt,my great Lord and Maſter, of this 
my Miniſter:all ſervice, and ſhall the more 
joyfully for the preſent, in the words of 
the Apoſtle here, this day take my laſt leave 
of you. and ſay, Finally, brethren, fare- 
well - Ree perfect, bee of good comfort, bee 
cf one minde ,, live in peace; and the God of 
t>ve-and peace be with you . 
| Finally, brethren. Brethren isa title of 
-LcOmp:Uation, the ſecond branch of this 
"8 tree : 
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ſing the love of women, being deare unto 
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tree: There are brethren by nature, bre. 
thren by condition,and brethren by profeſ- 
ſton and participation of one Chriſt ; the 
laſt of theſe are the brethren here mentio. 
ned ; whom the Apoſtle here ſtileth bye. 
thren, in reſpeR of Originall, having one 
God for their Father with him; in reſpe 
of Relation, being knit to Chriſt by one 
bond of ſaving faith,and one golden chain- 
of unfaircd love among themſelves, with 
Saint Paul the Apoſtle ; and in reſpe&t of 
true and fervent Love, the Apoſtle loving 
themas his brethren : and this the Apoſtle 
chiefly intendeth here, it being his purpoſe 
now to m*nifeſt his love umto them. And 
hence we learne, , 

That there is in all Gods faithfull Mint. 
fters, a wery fervent and unfained love to 
their Hearers. A brotherly love. a lovelike 
that of, Jonathan to David, ©'a love ſurpaſ 


them, as the apple ofrheir eye, as the ſigner 
upon their finger, or the Bride unto the 
Bride-groome; therefore arethe Miniſters! 
ſtiled Husbandmen,$Shepheards, Watch men, | 


Parents,;Nur ſes: as the Hi sband: man loves | 
the vineyard which hee hath as , the| 


Shepheard the flocke which hee kecpeth, 
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\ the Watch-man the Citic which hee wat- 


cheth, the Father the children which he be- 
oetteth, or the Nurſe the child to which 
(hee draweth forth her breaſt and feedeth: 
ſo Gods Mimſters love their hearers , the 
vineyard which they plant, the flock which 
they keepe, the Citie over which they 
watch, the children which they miniſtert. 
ally beget and nurſe ; for thus the people 
are ſtiled by names expreſſing the Mini- 


{ ſters high prizing of them, great delight in 


them, and ſingular love unto them, as, 
u chil-'rcn, » hope, joy,crown of rejoycing,glo- 
ry and joy : the Apoſtle putting on the in- 
dulgent affection of a father, and in the 
| ſtrength and poſſion of- his love, fo ſtiles 
them, and ſpeakes thus unto them, hat 7s 
our hope, or joy, or crowne of rejoycing? Are 
not even yec inthe preſence of our Lord Ieſu 
Chriſt at bis comming ? for yee ave our glory 
and joy, And Saint Paul ſpeaking of his 
love to the Corinthians, callethit a * more 
aboundant love, that is, a high; a ſtrong, a 
\ franſcendent love, ſuchTove that hee ſaxh, 


his Y mouth was open to them, and his heart: 


; them (as a Bridegroomes houle is opened 
;to the Bride) to entertaine them, to love 


| was enlarged: His whole man was open to 


them, | I 


| 
and 
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them. to rejoyce in them, to communicate 
himfelte to the utmoſt unto them, as the 
open Sunne ſendeth forth his light, and 


nay, they were in = bs heart to live and 
dye with them. 

And who can doubt of the love of Gods 
faithfull. Miniſters rowatds their hearers 
that ſhall but looke, ; 

Upon their labours to ſave the ſoules of 
their hearers? They are © 7n/tant in ſeaſon 
and out of feaſon, taking all opportunities; 
they ſow in the morning, and with-hold 
not their hand in the <vening ;' they have 
no reſt, they hold not their ® peace day nor 
night as Naomiſaid of Boaz, The man will 
not bee c at reſt untill hee hath finiſhed the 
thing this day : {o ſuch is the love of Gods 
Miniſters, that they are atno reſt, uncill 
they have finiſhed the wqrke of grace in 
their hearers, conſummated the marriage 
betweenthem and Chriſt. 


2 


| p . | 
their perſwaſians,: and the a3nger where. 
intothey thruſt their ſoules ; no father 1s 


[more grieved to ſee the Jewdneſle of his 
chile. 


Upon their ſorrowes, ſadneſle, ſighes, 
and teares, to behold rhe peoples barren- | 
neſſeunder their labours, obſtinacie againf! | 


the open cloud doth. power our his raine:.| 
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advantage. 


child, 4 Jeremies ſonle weepes in ſecrer for 
_ | has people, Iſaiahs bowels ound like a © harpe 
for Moab. Paul had continuall ſorrow for 


the Tewes, he was paincd as a5 woman intra- 


. | vel for the Galatians; and ont Þ of much affli- 
| (F10n and anguiſh of heart he wrote with many 


teares 10 the Corinthians, that they might 
know ihe love which he had more abundant- 
ly unto them. You may in the teares and 
{orrowes of Gods Miniſters for the peoples 
diſobedience, read their love as in lively 
characters : thegreatncfle of the Miniſters 
gricfe for the peoples miſery , argues the 
ſtrength of their defire to make chem 
happy. 

Upon their ſufferings for their hearers, 
they ſuffer reproach in their names, being 
made ai ſpecZacle to Men and Angels: they 
ſuffer lolle of goods, loſſe of peace, loſle 
of libertie, and loſle of life, that they may 
be faithful in their calling, finiſh the courſe 
of their Miniſtery,and ſave the ſoules com- 
mitted to them. The ſufferings of faithfull 
Miniſtersarea clear and lively evidence of 
their love to their hearers. Gods Mini» 


| ſters doe often ſuſtaine great temporall 


| 


lofles for other mens everlaſting gaine and 
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. And 'whereunto ſhould this love/ of 
Gods Miniſters move and work our hearts, 
but to frequent and diligent atteadance on 
their labours ; as wee cheerfully hear- 
ken to their voyce who love us; as 
children come cheerfully. to the ban- 


them. ; 
2. To humble ſubmiſſion and obedi-: 


in ſingular love for the ſalvation of our 
ſoules; thele wee ſhould follow, as !ſrae/ 
the fiery pillar; theſe wee ſhould readily 
put in praRtice,as A himaas! ran as ſoon as 


Gods Miniſters ſhould worke the hearers 
toa ready and ſingular obſervance of their 
doarines. 


their perſons,as obedient children ro their 
loving parents, receiving and honouring 
their doQtrines. as the word ® of God, and not 


proportionable to the love and labour of 


encetothcir doctrines, ſeeing they doe all | 


Toab gave him a commiſsion. The love of | 


2. This ſhould breed inus reverence to | 


_ 


im 


of max. Men muſt make their reverence | *73: 


we ſhould thinke of them. 


| 


. 4-" This ſhould make us unwilling to 
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Gods Meflengers; the more they ende. | 
vour our ſalvation, the more honourably | 
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be deprived of them, as children of a lo. 
ving nurſe, the wife of a kinde and care- 
full husband , or the »wife of Phineas of the 
CT, rhe : it ſhould leſſegricye us to bee de- 
prived of all carthly abilitics, then of Gods 
faithfull Miniſters; the gaine of the world 
cannot recompence the loſfe of the Goſpel: 
He never clearly diſcerned,nortruly taſted 
Chriſt in the dorine of Gods Meflengers, 
that is not exccedingly gricved at the loſſe 
of their Jabours. 

5. This ſhould draw love from us a- 
gaineto them, cauſing us to have them in 
v ſingular love for their workes fake: the 
more wee love them, the more readily we 
ſhall receive their inſtruRtions, the more 
tully ſhall wee ſubjeRt our ſelves to their 
admonitiors, the more beauy ſhall wee ſee 


|in their doctrines, the more {weetneſle 


ſhall we taſte in their labours,and the more 
feclingly and eff<tually ſhall the Miniſter 
wiſh and endevour our peace and everla- 
ſting welfare, ſpeaking. peace to us, and 
praying for all good things at the hands of 
God for us,, and ſaying art laſt with Saint 
Paul , Finally, brethren, farewell: Bee per - 


feet be of good comfort, be of one mind. live in 


Peacez and the God of love and peace beewuh 
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| | ſter of God with. them while they have 
him, and nor deligbt-in, change of Mini- | 


| they bee deceived: at laſt. 4 7hine owne 


The third thing in theſe words, is a word | 
of valediction, Farewell, 2 word common- 
ly uſed inthe concluſion and upſhot of E- 
piſtles; wherein the Apoſtle wiſheth to | 
them all RE joy, tranquillity, com- 
fort, even all manner welfare. 

He had been long their Teacher, Watch- 
man, and Monitor, yet at length hee bids 
them farewell, and takes his leave of them. 

The labours of Gods choyceſt Miniſters 
are not everlaſting,but of a ſhort continuance. 
Aftera while the ? brooke Cherith, of which 
Eliah dr anke,was dricd up,and he was com- 
manded to goe to Zarepha, tolooke our for 
another place of ſupportment: After a 


while.the Miniſter , whoſe doctrine hath] - 


beenas a river to refreſh and water us, is 
taken from us, the brooke of his dodrine is 
dried up,and we muſt looke out ſome other 
brook whereof to drinke, or elſc our ſoules 
muſt ſtarve and periſh. 

Tt thould bee therefore mens wiſedome 
to keepe and continue the faithfult Mini- 


ſters,as men doe inchange of horſes, leſt 


friend, andthy fathers friend, ſaith Solomon, 


forſake| 


| forſake not: As friends, fo Miniſters, are 
not like houſes and garments, commenda- || |, 
ble and to bee deſired for their newneſle, 
but like ves, for their long continuance || | j, 
and experience wee have of their faichful- || |}, 
neſſe and labours. | tl 
And ſince the continuance of able Mini- | | | ,, 
ſters is ſo uncertaine, it ſhould bee our care le 
ro make our beſt uſe of them while wee | | | þ 
doe cnjoy them: men buy while the Marr | | |, 
laſteth, men walke while the light ſhineth, 
men enter while che gate is open, and every 
man ſhould ſtrive to furniſh his: ſoule, ro 
draw nigh to God, to cnter into Chriſt, 
while God affoords an able Miniſter to 
guide and bring us home to Chriſt Jeſus. 
But this word, Yalete, is commonly ex- 
pounded by another word, gaudete, rejoyce 
yee, and thenthe meaning is this: If fo bee 
5 that yee follov7 the counſcll which hath 
| | beene given you, beleeve the dodtrine 
| which hath been taught you, andconforme 
your ſelves to the rules which have been 
preſcribed to you, then you ſhall have mat- 
ter and cauſe of great joy. And hence 
note, 
| DoZF. That the full and thorongh conforming of 
our ſelves tothe doctrine of Gods Meſſengers, 


miniſters | 
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miniſters great joy and eladneſſe, though they 


Saint Pauls Logue 


depart from us. The lfſraclites had grear 
joy in that they had followed the fiery pil- 
lar, thongh atlength it left them, becauſe 
before it left them, it brought them into 
the land of Canaan. The r wiſe men had 
matter of great joy in the ſtarre, though ar 
length it was no more a light unto them ;; 
becauſe before it Icftthem,it brought them 
unto Chriſt, The traveller hath great joy 
in the guide, though at length hee ceaſe to 
bee any more a guide unto him z. becauſe 
before hee forſooke him, hee brought him | 
unto his home, at leaſt led him farre in his 

way,and ſhewed him how to walke aright | 
unto his journeyes end. Man that through- 
ly conformes himſclfe to the dodirine of | 
Gods faithfull Miniſter, hath matter of | 
great joy within him, though the Miniſter 
of God at length leave him; becauſe be- 
fore he leaves him, hee hath preſenred and 
opened Chriſt unto him, and brought him 
home to Chriſt, by working fith and love 
in him; brought him into the ſtare of grace, 
ſowen a ſeed in his heart which ſhall never |. 
dye, kindled alightin his ſoule which ſhall 
never goe out, and ſet his feet in that way 
from which hee ſhall never VERIANE 
walke 


| 


28 


Saint Pauls Legacie. 
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| 


walke on untill hee come unto his blefſed 
and everlaſting home. And, this is that 
whictindeed gives cauſe of joy and glad- 
fefſe to the people, even their full and effe. 
Ctuall conforming themſelves to the Mini- 
ſtersdodtine, their obſerving his counlell, 
their obeying his admonition, their feeling 
the power of his miniſtery in working a 


bleſied and gractous change in them. The 
Eunuch fecling faith wrought in him by 
Fhilips Sermon, and being baptized by 
him, having his incorporation into Chriſt 
ſealed up unto hin, it is ſaid, 1 Hee went oz 
his way rejoycing, though the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away-Philip, that hee ſaw him 
n0 more, It is ſaid of them that beleeved 


= Paxl and Barnabas his preaching, 


though the people raiſed perſecution a- 
gainſt Paul and Barnabas, and expelled 
them out of their coaſts; yet the Dilciples, 
ſuchas were converted by their miniſtery, 
were *filledwith joy,and with the holy Ghoſt, 
And though the departure of Gods faith. 
full Embafſadours miniſter matter of great 
oriete and forrow to the ſoules of true be - 


leevers, as ſometimes the men of Epheſas | 


uwept fore, and fell on Pauls necke and 
kiſſed him, ſorrow;ns moſt of all for the 
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face no more; yet the fruit of their miniſtery 
remaining, and the preſence or ſucceſſion | 


\Tarſus , yet the Churches w» were eds- 
fied, and,walking in the feare of the Lord,and | 


| Gods hand is not ſhortned, if one helper 
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Saint Pauls Legacte. 


words which hee ſpake,that they ſhould ſee his 


of other able Miniſters to cdific, and bring 


them unto further perfetion, affoords | 


them matter of much and ſweet rejoycing : 
though Paul departed from Jeruſalem to 


comfort of the holy Ghoſt, were multiplied . 


faile, hee can raiſe a ſecond ; if all faile, the 
Lord himſcltfc is all-ſufficient: he that truly | 
profiteth by the Word whenthe Lord at. | 
foords it, ſhall never be deſtitute of all ſpiri- | 
toall comfortz whether the miniſtery faile | 
or be continued, hee hath a Day- ſtarre of 
grace riſen within him, which ſhall give | 
him ſome glimpſe of ſweet and heavenly 
conſolation : the ſoule of him that con- 

formes himſelfe to the dotrine of Gods 

faichfull Miniſters, ſhall ever meet with 

ſome matter of true joy and gladneſle, 

In regard of the bleſſed preſence of 
Gods grace and Spirit within them, there| 
appeares a * Day-ſtarre of regeneration, | 
which makes them joyfull,as the Szarre did | 


| the wiſe men : they teele in their hearts 


wAGs9, 
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Saint Pauls Legacie. 
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16.20, 
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that ? kingdome of God, that worke of righ. 
zeouſneſſe and peace which is attended with 
joy mm the holy Ghoſt, they diſcerne that pre- 
ſence and 'operation of faith which filleth 
them with z all joy in beleevipg; and they 
behold that Spirit of God dwelling in 
them, which is the 2 *rue Comforter, the au- 
thour and fountaine of all conſolation. 

In regard of ſubjugation of Satan, and 
their 'owne corruption: They perceive by 
the effeR and fruit of the miniſterie which 
=_ have enjoyed , how Satan is Þ troden 
under their feet, as Joſua © trode upon the 
neckes of the Kings of Canaan; how their 
corruption is ſubdued as 4 ſtrong holds are 
caſt downe by warlike inſtruments ; how 


\ the Miniſter ofthe Lord hath put the Di- 
| yell and all his workes to flight, as David 


ſometime overthrew © Goliah, and maxde all 
the Philiſtian army flye: And as Iſrael had 
oreat f joy to ſee Pharach and his hoaſt 
drownedin the waters of the ſea,{o have they 
matter of -great joy to ſee Satan and all 


| their luſts caſt downe, 


3. Inregard of communion with,God : 
Whartſoever be taken from them, yet their 
communion with God is not diflolyed; 


_—_ in the light, conforming them- 


ſelves 


i. 


Saint Pauls Lepacie. 


ſelvestothe doctrine of Gods Meſſengers, 
they have fellowſkip with God by prayer, as 
Petitioners with the great maſter of Re- 
Rs and love, asthe Bride with 
the Bride-groome: By ſubjettion, as the 


tiow,as the rich men with their treaſure : 3y 
deſire, as Pilgrimes with their owne coun- 
trey. And this is the joy of all joyes to 
Gods ſervants, even communion with God 
their Father,and with Chriſt their Husband 
and Saviour. | 
Q then whiles you enjoy Gods Mini- 
ſters, conforme your ſelves to their do- 
Arines, obſerve their counſels, embrace 
and follow their inſtructions, bee renewed 
and become new creatures; and then whe- 
ther they goe or ſtay, live or dye, youſhall 
have matter of joy and gladneſle; you ſhall 
have the word of God dwelling in you to 
dire and guide you, to ſtrengthen and ſu- 
ſtaine you, to comfort and encourage you; 
you ſhall have the grace of the Spitit ſhi. 
ning like a lampe in the houſe of your 


ſubjects with their Soveraigne : By medita. | 


ſoules,when others are in darknefle;as 1/7 a- ) 


Uſe. 


el had the light ſhining in Goſhen, when the | h Exod. 


Egyptians had no light to ſhine upon them, 


but thick darkneſſe covered them : you ſhall | 


have 
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| have faith embracing Chriſt, filling you 
with Chriſts fulneſſe, when others are ſtran- 
gers, and have no acquaintance with 
i Rom-5- | Chriſt Jeſus: you ſhall have thei /ove of 
L Cant.r, | God ſhed abroad into your hearts, which ſhall 
3- 7ejoyce you more thew kwine the thirſty, more 
Tr +2 6: | then! corne and oyle rejoyce the rich, or = life 
62.3. | it ſelfe the living, though the deareſt 
a Col-z. | earthly poſleffiort you ſhall have the n gw 
n of God, eventhat peace which paſſeth all an- 
derſtandine , reigning within you. And 
"BM whenſoever the Miniſter of God departeth | F 
| { from you, he ſhall beable with confidence 
to commend you to God, beſtow a blefied 
Legacie upon you, and with Saint Pals 
hearr and words, joy and gladaeſle, take 
| his laſt leave of you, and ſay, Finally, bre- 
thren, farewell : Bee perfet?, bee of good com. 
fort, be of one minde, live in peace; and the | | |; 
God of love and peace be with you. he 
| | And thus are wee come to the fourth } | |th 
_ | branch of this Text, Saint Pauls .Exopta- | ||| 
| | | tion, or Wiſh, Zee perfet?, bee of good coms- | | | hs 
fort: Hee doth nor wiſh them earthly ho- | I | þ, 

| nours, worldly. riches, carnall pleaſures, | [| fy 
' - | bur perfeiZion of grace, ſpiritual comfort, | | |\s. 
watuall love;unanimity and concord among | || ng 
themſclyes,and ſweet and ſure es bri 
with | 
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1s almoſt un, and my 


with\God. —— and gk graces 
ane the bet gifirwhich any-man can-wiſh or 
| deſwre. far - others :: Theſe;are the ſureſt 
 pledge-off Gods love;-the choyceſt- or- 
n2nientof-.mans ſouls; rhe ſweereſt -Em- 


baſfadottrsof peace to;:mans heart,the trea- | 


ſure of —_ worth to cane man, the 
2iftofhy honaur to.\cnoble many the 
ſtaffe of greateft? — "= ſuſtain man, 
the ct .of- mo ant. commu 
nion:tadfolace and delight, tnan;;and»the 
well:ſpring;.ofi moſt, plentiful, laſting 
waters tofull and to content; man,aftarre:of 
cvcrlaſting, brightneſſe, which will-never 


ſer; hor a, ;AndxhereforetheſcSaint | 
Paukwitheth to che Gtr9amiens, theſe he'| 
commendeth to them, wiſbeth: for: themy | - 
beſtaweth anthicm, rms — =D 
had ta; give them, zthe +baſt l 

he could: thinke 08 tis 


them, 435 of noyg*t- 2Hiont 5 5 
Anditheſog ied Legacieswt his, you 


haveheardare! five $-the.fulliopepi 


hatdling.of which, EN er | Al (2: 


five dayesdiſcome; 


and. rape rny'' A 
ben apes my anhar , Un 


long 


. ef 
_ | ſtronger in vitory over their co 
_ [and inthefoll 


kingdome. = —— 


I 


hence 


of Gods children to ſtrive 1 mere ſpiritual 


perfeition. Asthe houſe of David grew} 
ouger and fironger in victory over the\ 
of Saul, and full pofſcffion of the 


kingdome: ſo muſt they grow ſtronger and 


of Chriſt and his 
—_ 


as trees in 


ace, 2s rich men in 
height; Bee yev filled with the youre 
pra- 


Sea with warers, and as the 
arte Ie is the and 
Qiſe of the Lords ſervants, like 


- | r br anther, 10 grow and beare more frart 110 


which « the head, 2s the 
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Saint Pauls Legacie: 


run in a race are ſwift, pur to it with all 
their ſtrength, and ceaſe not : ſo the runners 
inthexace of godlineſſe are ſwift, putto it 


$]to.the | and ceaſe nor untill t 


have fully apprehended Chriſt : They u rax 


on & faint not they mount up like the Eagles, 
F| & come nearer & ncarer unto Chriſt,as the 


Eagles I” nearcr and nearer, and ceaſe 
cot, 


ing nature, it. riſcth highcr and higher, 


"I. # 5 


the threſhold of the Temple: it * ſhineth more 

and more like the light uno the per fef2 day, 
God where he? beginnes 4 good worke, 

romtinues the ſame unto perfettion. Hee js a 


King that once beginning co make warre | © 


againſt the Divell, and the luſts of men, 
{9 th 90 caoterh Re 8 bon 
obtained a uadiy x rr i5 
a builder, who ance laid the foun- 
dationof grace inthe of man, giycs 
ind ke the houſe of ana parſe Ter 

a Tem-. 
ple for bis 'oop=. 7" «F 
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Uſe. 
aLuk-14+| Jearts fainted; bee not like the a Builder in 


> Per.z. | make an end: Doe not with the®' Sow retiury 


c Gen. 6. | But,as < Noah, having a paterne from the 


14.22. 
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ding to the growth of money: ſo doth rhe 
loveofgrace anſwer the grOwrror race ; 

| the more a man. hath of it, the more his] 

ſoule doth thirſt and long after it, the more}F- 
hee deſires to be filled with. it; as the'thirſt| 

| of the droplie-man encreaſcth by drinking, 

| Hee that hath leaſt grace, pits the loweſt] 

; price upon it : no. man more ſenfible of rhe] 

_ | wantof grace, then hee that hath thegret- 

teſt aha on of grace; no man more defires| 

the encreaſe of grace, then hee that hath the 

greateſt Falneſſe Sic 4 

"Take heed then of apoſtafie and back- 

ſliding; bee not like Grdeons ſouldiers, whiſt 


the Goſpel, that began to build, but could no} 


azaine, and wallow in the mireof finne: we 
rurne notto your old luſts and profaneſſe; 


Lord, began to build, and ceaſed nor until 
he had finiſhed his Arke,and was preſerved}//) 2 
; when the deluge'came: fo yon, having hal 
 1parerneof Faith and life ſet "before you," 
and having begtinto build according to it, 
'cea{enot untill the worke is finiſhed, thaff} fi 
- | yourſoules may be ſayed whenthe deluge Pea 
>| Eommeth. Be notlike the Shn #4 _idlony ill 
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[I] _ Saint Pauls Leoacie. 
| | [that ſtood ſtill; nor like the Sunne in Aha 
+| | | Prall, that went back: but like the Sunne 
| | | mentioned by the < Pſalmift, comming forth 
1 'Y | 44 4 Bridegroome ont of hu chamber, and re. 
&1Þ [joyce yee like a mighty. man to runne his 
s. || [race... Where is your faith in Chriſk, if, like 
Nt [withered branches, you ' fall off from 
ke [|| Chriſt,or finke,like the Houſe builded on the 
41 [ſad ? Where is your love to Chriſt, if 
<1 |yougive him a bill of divorce, and hold 
he{{] |not out with him unto the end £ Where is 
the fruit of . your long atrendance upon 
|| | Gods ordinances? Whartavails the ſowing 
af ||| of all chis ſeed, if you fall away 'before the 
in| |harveſt 2 Whereis the Crowne you looke 
»9;\||for, if yee faint before the conqueſt? 


\ O then take heed, hold our, let your 
workes be more at laſt thenat firſt, beecon. 
I [ſtant in your profeſſion, bee fruitfull in all 
well-doing, Beef filed with the fruits of 
riehteouſweſſe, which are to the praiſe & gls- 
ry of God inthe day of Chriſt Jeſus : So ſhall 
the Lord take pleaſure in you, fo ſhall you 
honour the. Goſpel, adorn Religion, ſhame 


tha} fill your. owne- conſcience with munch 


Jugef peace and. quietneſſe, and pive the, Mi-\ 


the Advetfary, glorific the Miniſtery,-and | 


e 
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ou in a comfortable language, to bid 
with Saint PauL,to bee of good comforr. 7 
. The ſecond Legacic which the Apoſtle 
here bequeatherh : a Legacie of Conſola. 
tion; Bee of good comfort, Though many 
changes come, many troubles ariſe, and 
many aMiictions be endured forthe Name 
and Cauſe of Chriſt, yet doe not faint, bee 
not diſheartned, but bee of good comfort, 
ſolace and comfort your ſelves in the Lord 

and his Word: And hence learne,that 
Gods children ought tobee wery com- 
fortable, though many changes and affi:. 
ftions doe attend them, The Lilly is freſh 


| 8 beautifull,and looks pleaſantly, though 


—_ among the thornes : ſuch muſt 
ethe affection and diſpoſition of Gods 
children, though compaſt about with the 
Thornes and Briers of troubles.8 4+ 
count it all joy (ſaith Saint James) to fall int 
manifold temptations." We glory in tribulati. 
ens (faith Saint Pawl) knowing that tribula. 
tion worketh patience, and patience, experi. 
ence, and experience hope ; and hope maketh 
not aſhamed, And, beleeving ((aith Saint 
Peter) yeerejoyce with joy unſpeaktable and 


full of glory. And Gods children have 
great cauſe of comfort, h 
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 Inregardof the Authour of their affli- 
Qions: They come from Cod as 4 Father ; 
are not a rod in an enemics, but 


they are a ſcrpent which hath loſt his 
ſting. the venome of them is gone. = 


ſtruction, but for reformation, humiliation. 
and excitation; as! David ſ-nt forth bs Ar- 
my 4g 4inſt Abſolom, not to deſtroy him, but 
to humble and amend him. | 

In regard of the comforts mixed with 
them : They are Pills lapped up in Sugar ; 
like Sawpſons m: Lyon, they have a honey 
combe withinthem 3 There & ſweet com- 
—_ of the ſowre, and meat commirg ont 
of the eater. 

In regard of the fruit and iſſue of them : 
Like the waters of the red Sea which drowned 
not "1ſr acl, but the enemies which purſued 
them ; no more doe theſe deſtroy Gods 
children, but the corruption which is with- 


in a Fathers hand ; they are all in mercie;| 


Inregard of their end : They are not for | 
_ [puniſhment, but for caſtigation ; not for de- 


inthem, which hangs like a heavie weight 
about them, and like an enemie purſues and 
followes them. 


| 


love the Lord, that embrace his Chriſt, ! 


Reaſ."3+ þ 
k Heb. 3, 
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O then bec of good comfort all yeethat | #/e. 
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% * | comfort : 67d will comfort you as a' King 


{ by his gracious providence; as a Father his | 


— 
® 
®. 


— — PECIPa'g Re ——— 
that delightinhis ſervice;keepeyour ſelves 
from finne,and whatſoever come;\letyour 
heartsbe joyfull, the Lord ſhall-give-you 


his ſubjects ,* diſpenſing all-for your good 


*Ghildren,by making all proviſion for you: 
Chriſt ſhall comfort you as a friend, by his 
preſetice, as a Bridegroome-by his love: The 
Tpirit ſhall comfort you as a witneſle, by 
Ins evidence: The Word (hall comfort you 
as a Lieht guiding, asa-Feaſt feeding you: 
The 2/niſter (hall comfort you as ,an 1n- 
terpreter, an CAngell of Goa, one of a thou- 
ſand, bringing the tidings of peace to you: 
The- Creature (hall comfort yall 
wazt, miniſtring all his EK 
Servantsof God fhall com{ortYyau, 39Em-} 
panions with your Your Conſcience ſhall 
comfort you, as a bleſſed I,mate, dwelling 
under the ſame roofe with you;as a chaſtc 
and loving wife, that lodgeth in your bo- 
ſome day and night ; You ſhall have com- 
fort, and be of one minde, _ | 

-- Thethird Legacie bequeathed by Saint 
Paul to the Corinthians: a Legacie of 
conſent and unanimitic in-matter of do- 


Qrine, religion, ſtudy and praQice- of all 


_ god- 
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| Ie: "Frachings, that -/ 5 14d: | 
e- muſt be; unauimitie and ' conſent Doft. 
|  bamern Gods children, cin matter. of \Do-. to 
| Frine.und . Religion, All that -builded 
| | Noghs Arke, builded, by one paterne: all 
| Iſrael travelled tothe land of Canaan. by | 
the light of one fiery, Pillar : all the pat- | 
; | ſengers in a ſhip raw by one Comipaſſe.:; all | 
|  thatintend to build themſclves a oceuall 
7 | houſe to God, muſt bmild by one Rule of 
16 8 | Gods "_—_ that will cravelt to:the Hea- 
poke one word ef '6 God 


n all peace, muſt have | 
-one teſtimony of the. Lord to dire them. | -_. | | 
Let w4.walke (ſaith the Apoſtle), by 1he| optu.;, | 
6 ſame rule, let us minde the ſame thing: And | 15. + 
againe, Bee P. yee of 0ne accord, and of one | * ry 
minde. 

: Wee have one ſpiricuall and heavenly 
: King,and muſt obſerve ove Law.z we have 
R 0xe God, and muſt worſhip by oe Rule ; we 
tiave oze Shepheard, and muſt be comman- 


: _ _ 


t ded by one voyre; - we have oxe bead, and h | | 
f | muſt follow one directivn. Mi 
)- Hee: that diſſents from true. cacuri | 


I makes his religion. an abomination:., ce| 
F | | hat). . | 


.* 
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that ng from _— of 
Chriſt, in Chriſts worſhip and ſervicehere, 
will bee rent from Chriſt and the Church 
forever hereafter. As wee therefore are 
members of one body, and .Schollers in 
one Schoole, let us learne one leflon, 'fol. 
low one guide, that wee may know aright, 
belceve aright, walke aright, and preſerve 
the.wnity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace; 
living both with God,and among our 
{clves, in a ſweet and bleſſcd peace. 

The fourth Legacie which S. Pas! here 
be : a Legacic of mutuall unitie, 
peace and concord betweene themſclves 
thereby teaching us, that 

There muſt bee « mutuall, ſweet, an entire 
\ peace and affettion berween Gods people. As 


| there was a concord between the ſtones in 


Solomons Temple, they were ſo ficted and 
diſpoſed, that there was no noyſe heard in 
the building thereof : ſuch a {weee con- 
junRion of affeRions ſhould there bee be. 
tweene the people of God , that no noyle, 
| noclamour, norcries ſhould bee heard a- 
A Peace is a jewell which wee 
are ed to ſecke: 4 Seeke peace, and 
enſue it ({aith the Pſalmiſt.) © Bee at peace 4- 
moneſt your ſelves, and let ſbrotherly love 


contigie, 


. 


Wu 7 f (3 & we ry 


= 
ed 


; Saint Pauls Legacie As = 


coxtinue, ſaich the Apoſtle. This is an ho- 


nour, crowne, and: 07» ament unto man. as | * C3 


the garment tothe body, as rhe flower to 


the garden : This is a necefſarie » ingredient | u r Cor. 


in all opr ſervices, a falt ſeaſoning all our 
aQions : This ſweetens all our poſſeſſions, 


and all our afflitions, as the » tree fweetned | x0 


the waters of Marah : Without this, the 
fulnefſe of the world is uncomfortable ; 
with this, the greateſt affliion is made ve- 
ry tolerable : this qualifies and firs us for 
Communion with God, as communion with 
the children prepares a man for comnit- 
nion vith the parent. 

Remember then your God is the God 
of peace, your Jeſus the Prince of peace, 
_ Goſpelthe Goſpel of peace, your cal- 
ing the calling of peace, your way the way 
of peace : Andtherefore fo live in peace, 
that the God of love and peace may bee 
with you. 

The fifth and laſt Legacie here bequeas, 
thed : Sweet and gracious communion 
with God, whom hee tiles, 7he God of | 
Love & Peace; becauſe hee is the Authour 
and fountaineof love and peace. Hee de- 
fires and promiſeth their communion wi 


bs as a thing wherein conſiſted tele 
_ u- 


—— 
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| 


ſupreme and choyccft good : For, __ 
Sweet and comfortable communion with 
Goa, « mans choyceſt good. Wherein ſtands 


' | the happineſſe of a childe, bur in commu. 


nion with his father ? * d4bſoloms life was 
but a burthen when hee might not ſee hu fa- 
thers face. Wherein ſtands the comfort of 
a wife, but in communion with her huſ- 
band 2 And whercin conſiſts the happi- 
nefſe and comfort of the ſoule of man, bur 


in havingfellowſhip and communion with | 


God his heavenly Father, and Husband ? 
For this the ſoules of Gods people have 
moſt vehemently longed, this they have 
moſt highly prized ; inthe fruition of this, 
they have pronounced themſclves moſt 
bleſſed ; and for this, have Chriſts Apo- 
ſtles prayed in the behaltfe of others, as for 


|] that gift and bleſſing which of all others is 


moſt defirable. 

O therefore humble your ſoules, re- 
move your finnes, returne to God ſpeedily, 
fully, unchangeably; attend bis ordinances, 
belceve his promiſes, walke in the wayes 
of his commandements, grow up in Chriſt 
Jeſus - and you ſhall have-that communion 
with God which ſhall encourage you a- 


gainſt all feares, comfort you in the my 
® 


ſatisfieyou in the abſence of all abilities, 


with God inheayen: 


| 


| 
1 
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of all ſorrowes, ſuſtain you in all diftreſſes, | 


arid bee an abundant recompence for all 
loffes, and an inchoation of that eternity of 
communian which you ſhall have for eyer 


"And now, Brethren, the ſtarre of my 
Miniſtery is here ſer, and the candle of my 
labours is gone ottt, no more to be lighted 
(as I conceive) mthis place. Fam now no 


| more, no longera Watchman' to admoniſh |. 


you, 2 Guide to c>nduQ you, ora Shep-/ 
heard to feed you: 'the God thatſent mee;! 
and {cr mee here amongſt you', hath now | 
againecalled me from you,and placed ano- | 
ther over you, to be, I truſt, an inſtrument | 
of greater good then I have been: unto | 


60. | 
"Of my ſelfe;Brethren,I can ſay nothing, 
but-as ſometime” Gideon latd* of himſelte; 


Y My thouſand' is the rmvaneſt in Manaſſeh; | y 1143.5 | 


'q 
S + # FER . 


— —— 


and T am the ltaft in my fathers houſe: So "” 


may I ſay, My talent is (of many") the ; 
reaneſt, and I am the leaft,' the weakel?; 
and bmworthicſt of many thouſand Mini- | 
ſtersin God my Fathers houſe :*I'am bur a | 
woodden weſſell rhe rreaſire 1s the- Lords ; 1 | 
am but as 4 wore. noman;lammorhing, 


— 


—— 
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| itische Lord hath done all thar lictle good 
which hath beenedane by me in this fun- 
| ion 3 let meetherefore, forthe time to 
come, be reputed «s nothing, forgotten like 
4 dead man out of minde, and like a broken 
veſſell : And if any ſoule hath benefited 


under my labours,let all the glory be given 
to Chrilk Jeſus. "IO 


For myſcltc I have ſomewhat' to ſay, 
bur not much: 1 have now ſerved you 
morethantwo Apprentiſhips ; wherein, I 
truſt, I have ſo ſerved you,that I may lay, 
as Paul did to the men of Epheſus, I am 
zAQs 20. | 2 pure from the bloud of all among ft you : 
©6227* | for I have not ſbunnedto declare unto you all 
the counſel of God ; all that, I mcane, 
which God hath made knowne to mec; 
- according to v yr pooreabilities, 
| | I have diſcloſcd all, I haye kept backe no- 


58 
, 
[ 
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; thing from you. Inthe worke of my Mi- 
| niſtery Ihaye had no reſpeQ of perſons; I 
/ never ſhunned the declaration of any truth, 
| nor ſpared the reprehenfion of any vice for 
feare of any mans greatneſſe; neither fa- 


vour nor feare ever made mee falſe in the 

; diſcharge of my office. As Elihs ſome. 
| ' aJob +2, | vimes ſaid, 7 have nor accepted any mans 
3+ qxf (Perſon, nor given flattering titles unto ay 


man; 


= PR "Ie | 
_ ——  <— - "PPP Is oY or Ire 


hw 


_— — -- » ——<_—_ ——_— —_ - _—_ _— —_—— ——— 
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— 


men; For 1 knew na 18 give p_—_y 

titles, beranſe in ſo doing, ny M orguier>} 
fake me away. I have'trucly defired the al- | 
yationof your ſaules, and that is my 'com- | | 
| | fort: 1 ſhould have done more then © have | 
done, and that is my ſhame ;- more labour | 


PR_—_ 


= * 


hath been beſtowed then profit yet/2 | 
eo eG - 
fort. My fervice hath been lo ſt | 


ouz the longer I ſerved you, the mare T | 
cd you, the more unwilling I was to [- 
lcave you. I can truly fay ro you what | | 
 Pawl did tothe Corinthians, Touwer ein my ; | 
hears te trove & 10 dye withyou, my mouth was 
open to you, my heart was enlarged: yee were 
| | |» firaitned in me, but yeewere ftraitned in | 
; | || your ewne bowels. Had your hearts (at leaſt | 
| [according to your preſent outward expref- 
| ſion)beentowards me,as mine wastowards : 
- | [| you, I amperſwaded nothing but death had | 
parted us, as ſometime Rach ſaid to Neoms; 
I ſhould have valucd your love, your ſotie- 
* | [| tie,the enjoyment of your preſence, above 
- | [the chicteſt and moſt abundane worldly 
. abilities : I ſhould have choſen rather to! 
> | [| have lived withyou inthe loweſt outward 
condition, then elſewhere in the 
' | _ of the world ; ſo unwilling was I 
- ro 


—_ - 


em 
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| toleaveyou, that ifoccafion had-required; 
I wouldhave relinquiſhed all, 'rather then 
anyprejudice ſhould have come unto you 
by my departure from you. But God hath 
ſodiſpoled and framed it, that no'irhpedi- 
mentromy departure hence hath-been'of- 
fered.ziristhe hand of God hath done-ir, 
whetherin judgement unto me, or- in mer. 
_ unto you, : coſuing time will /mani- 
fan 05; ns bores |} © ord grts rae 
Three things there are very memorable, 
touching Gods goodnefle in this place'to- 
| wards: mee ,' which 1 cannot patle' in f1- 
lence, ad ALLY act hk 
**T, "In allthis time of my ſervice, T was 
never hindered one Lords day byfickneffe. 


ſtrength:to doc his worke among you: : 
2, I was-never duppreſſed nor 'reſtrai-. 
| nedfremthelibeny andinſs of my miniſte- 
| ry: by any oppoſition, though 'there' have: 
been adverſaricsbotlypoliticke and power- 
oy miknude Gow fu 19) wi 
3- Thoughitithis place I have had net- 


mceand my family ;yer the Lord-heth 
from-clſcwhere raiſcd meancs to-uphold 
mee, 


fom my Minifteriall. Iaboursz--the Lord; 
| that ſet-me over you, gaye mechealthand | 


ther:certainty nor-competencie to ſuſtaine'| | 


m— 7 —— 
4 


| [|to binde mee to. your everlaſting ſervice, 
even to the very utmoſt of my ſlender a- | 


1 /miſt, ©. 0. how, great is thy goodneſſe which 
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| mee, and to enable mee to continue the la-+ 
bours of my Miniſtery amongſt you :. I ean 


guage to the men of Epheſus, Þ 1 have co-- 
veted uo mans ſilver, or gold, or pla ; 
Yea, your ſelves(doe at leaſt may) know, how; 
theſe hands have, after a ſort aniniſtred wnts- 
my neceſſities, and to them that wercwith 
me, (1ſpcake not this to diſparage you, or. 
tounder-yalue the kindnefſe Which I have 
received from youz I am very mindfylt; 
and very ſenſible of your fayours, from the 


your courtchie and kindneſle ſhall reſt with 


not - complementall; yet bee yee aſſured 
mee, as a ſtrong and inviolable obligation 


- 


bilities, to my-power, and, beyond my po« 
wer,if ever,'and as. often as_occaſion ſhall 
require it, or you maniteſt your dcfire of 
it.) And whar ſhall 1 ſay of theſe things, 
or how ſhall-I expreſſe my ſelfe towards 


wards mee; butin' the words. of the Pſal-/ 


thou haſt laid.up for them that feare thee, 
which thow haſt wroncht for them that 


truly  ſpeake to you in Saint Pauls lan-f 


higheſt to the Joweſt: and though I am| 


my God for thele his great mercies to- | 


f E | iruſt 


b AQs 2 Os 
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the language of a faithfull friend in my 


truſt in; thee, befove the ſonnes of men + 
And now, Brethren, hav:ng. no more 
time nor place, nor calling ty anftrut'and 
teach you, to admoniſh ani warne you, O 
let me, asa loverot your ſues, a helper of 
your joy, 4 promoter ot your -peace, and 4 
well-wiſher of 'your everlaſting welfare; 
O let me, I ſay,*with burning love in. my 
heart, with uinelting ſorrow in my ſoule, 
withreares of gtiete in minc eyes,and wirh 


| tongue, intreat you, petſwade:iand beſecch 
youto remember what you have heard, ro 
practiſe what you have learned,. and to 
bring forth the fruits - of the: ſeed which 
hath been here ſowne. And before I goe, 
let mee bleſſe you as Hoſes blefied the 
"twelve tribes before he died, 4.Let the men 


them live the life of grace, and nor dyethe 
ſecond death: and let wot the' men chereef 
bee few. Heare, Lord, the voyce of 
Plympton when they-pray,and bring them 
in peace and holinefle ts thine owne peo- 


reach thou their hands to watre, and rheir 
fingers" to. fight, and  gird' thou them: 


mm el ; 


S M2aD CD on oO =» 


of this place, O Lord, live antnot aye, ict] 


ple: Let their hands bee ſufficient for them;| 


—— 
—_— 


with "irengeh to bartell-againſt .finne 


Satan, 
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| Lord bleſſe your: ſoules with all heavenly 


Satan. the world, and all the enemies of 
their ſalvation : be thou their helper in all 


o 


dangers, their ſtrength againſt all oppo-| 


ficions. w 

/ Letthy Thummim and thy Urim,thy per- 
fetions and thy lights bee with thy holy 
one whom thou ſhalt ſer over this Congre- 
gation : Let him preferre his dutie and fun- 


ion above all naturall affection, and have| 
no reſpect of perſons : Let him teach this | 


people thy Judgements and thy Law by 
his Do@rine: Let him appeaſe thy wrath, 
and procure thy favour and4 blefſiag for 
them by his praycr und fupplication. Bleſle, 
Lord, his ſubſtance, furniſh and fill him 


with all inward and outward endowments, 


and proſperall his godly labours. 

Let this people, Lord, as thy beloved, 
dwell in- ſatery by thee, and cover them 
under the wings of thy protection all the 
day long, and for ever dwell, O Lord, be-' 
tween their ſhoulders; ſtabliſh 8 ſettle with 


them thine ordinance, make this place by] | 


habitation, and thy reſt for ever. 


The Lord blefſe your Land with the pre«| 


tious thingsof heaven, with the influence & 
moiſture from above,and make it fertile;the. 


| 


E232 graces 


[ 
—————— 
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| graces; & make you | iricually fruitfull; Fer 


| ſpeedily , fully, ſweetly and conftantly. 


| of it. 5b 21s! 


|ſinnes, indeſpelling all-your-:ſorrowes, .in 
-| rempving-all your troubles,:in filling you 


the. good will of bim that divedt in the buſh. 
Let the. blefling , even. all: good gs 


come 'upon your heads,: that 'all may: ſce 
and obſcrveit,and learne how good it is to 
ſerve the Lord through the .abſervation 

The Lord make. your glory like the 
Firſiling of a Bulllocke, for: your joy and: 
gladnefle, for your excellencie 'and amin-: 
blenefle in the eyes of all beholders, and: 
for your growth in all ſpirituallgifrs and 
graces;ahd your hornes like, the hornes of an 
Ynicorne, tor yaur ſtrength and prevailing 
overall oppolingpowerss; (1149 

The Lord miake you. to' rejoyce in your 
going out, andin your tents: The Lord bring 
you to his holy mountaine, ana-makeyou there 
{o offer the ſacrifice of righteouſuefje.. The 
Lord- enlarge |yau in «diffalving all your 


with all rempoxell and-heavenly fulnefſe; 
and make' you like a Lyon for your vidtory 
over all your adyerfirics,for your vigilancy 
and watchfulteſſe, and for your reſolution 


and courage inall godly undertakings 


"The 
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r The Lord ſatisfie.you with his favour, 
þ, |. | the: Lord fill you with his 'blefling, and | 
s make-you- acceptable. in his eyes, and in| 
c 

0 

Ji 


| the eyes of your brethren. ©: ( | 
| And let me charge you now, Brethren, | þ 
| before my miniftexiall . þreath-expire; as | 
David,a little before his death, charged his | | 
lonne Solomon, © And you, my brethren, |© Chro. || 
bel | know yee the God of your fathers, and ſerve|*** || 
ad | 112 with a perfeit hart and with a willing 
||| | 22ind : for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, 
nd] | avd underſlandeth af the imaginations| | 
ad ||| | of the thonghts : 1f you ſeeke him,heewill be | [ 
an ||| | found of you, but if you forſake him, hee will | 
ng ||| | caſt you off for ever. i: | 2 
1 Let me row before leave you, and inf - | 
wr ||| | the concluſion of my Miniſterie, pray for 
ne\|| you, as Sa'nt' Peter did for the people in} 
ere 
he 


the concluſion of his Epiſtle, f The God of 
all grace, who hath called us ints hu eternall} 10. 
our | | | g/ory by Chriſt Jeſus, after that yee have 
in| || ſuffered a while, make you perfett , ſtabliſh,| | 
70u| || ſrengthen, ſertle you : And being now to |' 
Te;| {| leave you, as ſometimes Saint Paul left E- | 
Dry pheſus, let me commend youto Gad inthe | | 
ncy|{[| words of Saint Paul, 6 Aud now, Bre-\ A IE. 


jon||thren, 7 commend you 10 Cod, and t0 the\ .,, 
>>| ]| word of hs grace, which s able to build you | 
"he E- RE E 3 wp, \ | 


y_ 
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up, and to give you an inheritance amone | 
all them which axe ſanitified, And as I this | 
day begun, ſo let me this day for ever cot} 
clude, Finally, brethren, farewell: Be per. 
feet, bee of good comfort , beof one mind, live 
in peace; and the God of Love and Peace be 

Pith you. | 1 


